


COVER: Spring is here! It’s time to uncover
ON THE COVER [ e s mevt

MOTOR CITIES GRUPFES

ZuNDFOLGE
PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP
SEBASTIAN GAETA BARBARA SKIRMANTS
VICE PRESIDENT AUSPUFF PUBLISHER
DAVID PRESTON DAN CHRISTIE
TREASURER NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION
TERI HUDSON TED & LANITA DUNHAM
AUSPUFF EDITOR WEBSITE
DAVE PRESTON TOM HUDSON

The Auspuff Roar is the TECHNICAL EDITOR PHOTOS BY

official publication of the PETER STUYCK DAVE BURTON

e Cities Ainpps Andis BOARD OF DIRECTORS ;ﬂ(l)il(véizlLélDLﬁﬂoAl\ll\lN

i ti :

published & times: par year DICK BEECHER BARBARA SKIRMANTS

Membership dues for the

M Cities G $20 TED DUNHAM

otor Cities Gruppe are SEBASTIAN GAETA . ,

per year due at the first of DAVE PRESTON Visit the gruppe online at

each year. BARBARA SKIRMANTS www.356mcg.com

Advertising rates per issue LEGAL COUNSEL

are as follows: CHRISTOPHER J. PRESTON

Business card size—$10

Quarter page—$25

Half page—$50 .

Full page —$85 356 Mechanic

] ] r your

Please send membership Winter stora:ge available for your 356

dues or change of address 30 year Registry member

to: Part Time 356 Work

Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, M| 48461

Bill Demeter 313-331-4104

Please send materials to
be published or advertising
copy to:

David Preston
dmpreston2@comcast.net
Or mail to:

2853 Chancery Court
Rochester Hills, Ml 48306

AUSPUFF 2 ROAR



hings have kind of come full

circle here. It’s been a long,
long time since that 1991 Gruppe
Fall Color Tour to Port Austin
that I attended in my Karmann
Ghia convertible. I had just joined
the Gruppe a few months earlier
and was a bit apprehensive about
attending the event in anything other
than a 356, but the Gruppe couldn’t
have made me feel more welcome.
Meeting people like Ted and Lanita
Dunham, Fred and Bonnie Shiell,
Barb and Vic Skirmants, Dave and
Barbara Peterson and Tord and
Judy Smedberg, I knew right then
and there that I would own a 356
very soon and become active in the
Gruppe. The photo of me was taken
by Tord as I sat in his Speedster the
day of the tour. Eating dinner that
night at “The Bank”, then owned
by Gruppe member Tony Berry, I
could not believe that there were
that many local people that shared
the same passion I had for these
cars, despite the fact that I did not
yet own one. A few months later,
I bought my C coupe, which I still
own today.

Fast forward nearly 17 years
later and I have been appointed by
the Board of Directors to be your
President. I am deeply honored and

am excited about the
task at hand, but the
real work is done at
the Board meetings.
Your Boatd is as
strong as it has ever
been with three past
presidents (Barb
Skirmants, Dick
Beecher and Ted
Dunham) serving
as members. Add
Dave Preston, with his unbridled
enthusiasm, and I feel honored to
round out the Board of Directors.
Some highlights of the events
calendar for 2008 shape up like
this: The Hershey swap in late April
and then this year’s Spring Tour
on May 18th finds the Gruppe
cruising to Grand Rapids, Ohio, a
quaint village on the Maumee river
southwest of Toledo. We will eat
lunch upon arrival and then tour the
sights afterwards. Look for more
information in this issue. Next
comes the Stoddard swap meet on
June 13th and 14th, followed by
the annual Gruppe Picnic on July
13th at the Dunham’s. August 8th
through 10th finds the Gruppe
invited to the Alden, MI, car show

with Porsche as the featured marque.

Dick Beecher has a note in the

issue with more details on the fun

in Alden. The Fall Color Tour is
October 4th and 5th and the annual
Holiday Party at Canterbury Village
is slated for December 6th. As I said
earlier, these are just the highlights,

check this issue’s calendar or visit
www.356mcg.com for the full slate
of events.

I want to take this opportunity
to thank both Michael Heilmann
and Gerald Van Vliet for their
work for the club. Michael is our
past President and Gerald served
for years as our Treasurer, and
we certainly want to thank them
publicly for all they did for the
Gruppe.

Hope to see you all at the Spring
Tour!

Sebastian
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ello everyone - I hope that

the last couple of months
of winter haven’t been too

harsh on you! Just keep thinking that
spring isn’t far oft!

I want to talk about a couple
of things in this month’s column,
please.

First, let’s discuss volunteerism.
We all try not to take ourselves too
seriously in this club and keep our
focus on the cars and having fun.
The truth is that without volunteers,
we probably don’t have much of
a club and the thus we wouldn’t
have the benefits of having a club.
Volunteers come to us in many
ways — the Officers and Board of
Directors, those of us that work
on the Auspuff Roar newsletter, or
membership records. How about
our Treasurer and Website teams?
How about Neil who volunteers
his place of business to any of us
every Saturday? How about those
that organize the key events each
year - the Spring and Fall Tours,
the Summer Picnic, or the Holiday
Party? And how about the long
term cornerstones of our club —
people like the Skirmants, Dunhams,

Denyers, Petersons, Beechers
and so forth. Many times we take
for granted how much time and
effort it takes for our volunteers to
attend to the details on which they
are working. The challenge is to
propetly thank everyone and offer
the earned recognition — because
all that we can offer as a club is
recognition and appreciation.
Further, the challenge is also not to
forget anyone when you do pass out
the appreciation. So, it’s upsetting
when we accidentally forget proper
acknowledgements, as is the case
with Barb and Dick McLaughlin.
At last year’s ECH and again at the
Holiday Party, Barb and Dick put
together the decorations on all of
the tables - that’s a lot of tables,
folks! They typically go about their
work for us quietly and behind the
scenes, so this is a good time to
correct our mistake and say thanks
to Barb and Dick. We appreciate
what you do for us and what you
add to the enjoyment of our events.
There are two points here for
everyone - please forgive us if we
have inadvertently slighted you. We
appreciate your help very much and
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don’t want to seem like we take your
contributions for granted. Secondly,
please continue to volunteer,
because we need you!

Now, onto some Club business.
Please take note of the upcoming
Spring Tour - our new President,
Sebastian, and his sidekick, Bill
Roher, are again this year organizing
the Spring Tour - so please make
sure you plan to attend this first
event of the year - let’s have a great
turnout! Sebastian will be sending
out the details very soon. Mike
Heilmann writes a really interesting
article on the LA Swap Meet and
on the Sebring Florida Race that he
attended all in a week’s time - now
that’s a man that knows how to
spend a worthwhile week avoiding
our lovely winter. Tom Hudson
entertains us with a piece about
one of those 356 “improvements”.
Dave Burton rounds out our feature
articles with a really fun recap on
Sebring — it makes you feel like
you’re in his famous #20.

That’s it for now — see you at the
Spring Tour.

Dave Preston
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