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Spencer Gobba, the Grandson of
Dick and Shirley Gobba. "backs

,S
at the

Spencer's Mom and Dad, Monica
and Jon, are rvith him in the inset.
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ill spring ever come??

Maybe if Sebastian Gaeta and Bill Rohrer moved
up their Spring Tour a couple of months, the
weather might finally break. Seems like rvinter is

cars out on the road. Keep an eye for details in and upcoming is-
sue. Should be fun!l
In last month's issue. I mentioned that the Board of Trustees was

looking into the interest and feasibility of the Motor Cities
dragging on and on. And not having the Winter Blues Dinner just Cruppe hosting a 356 Registry East Coast Holiday in either 2006
made this stretch of time longer and danker. We also learned some- or 2007 . Conversations around Neil's the last few Saturdays

thing as a result of the Winter Blues cancellation. DON'T HOLD rvould indicate that the interest is there; so the next questions are:

IT IN MARCHI We have typically hosted it in February and have ) Is it feasible?
gotten excellent turnouts. We found lve are competing with Sebring ! Should we do it?
racing, Rocky Mountain skiing, sunning in Florida, and golfing in ) When would we host it?

The Spring Tour is scheduled for May 15th, To get answers to these questions, we have

and I expect that we will have 356's lined up assembled a team of three people, Ted Dun-
in the streets for this event. First of all, Sebas- "The Spring Tour is ham, Heath Hurlbert and Barbara Skirmants,
tian has never had a bad driving route in all of scheduled for May 15th, and I and told them to come back to the Board
the many times he has had a hand in planning expect that We Will haVe 356'S with both some specific anslvers and a skele-

rffi:'ffi'.",miiffi]f:ifi," il::#ij: rined up i" 
lh: :r"ets 

ror this :il:o'* 
ror going rorward Assuming that

orthe day incrudes spending rime at the Auto event- l['JJ:[:,l,:'*Tl.I,;il.iiltllJ[:Jffi,
Union* Garage, seeing cars. work space and Board (easy for us to do, Victor) and then get

storage areas. And of course, there will be a dining destination in busy putting an organization together to host the event. In looking
mind. back at prior Holidays, there is only one Holiday to model rela-
Sebastian has alerted me that some dedicated members of the Por- tive to event excellence - and fortunately, it was the one our
sche Boxster Board, a Boxster chat 1ine, is planning a get-together Gruppe hosted in 1998; and even more fortunately, most of the

in Ann Arbor on Saturday and Sunday, July 30'r' and 3l't in honor people involved are still around today. Stay posted for updates !l!
of Gottfried Hogh. When Sebastian talked to me about, I indicated Well, time to go, so see you May l5'h with all the cars sounding
that we could expect a fair number of Motor Cities Gruppe folks good and looking good,
there - for several reasons. A nice and fitting way to pay tribute to
Gottfried; doing it surrounded by one of his first loves, the Por- blve Pere.q.gOU
sches; meeting some other Porschefiles, with Boxsters as their pre-
ferred mode of conveyance; and lastly, one morc reason to get the *The Rohrer-Gaeta Porsche Garage

Midwest Toy and Literature
Meet is back to Stoddard

Swap Weekend

The Midwest Toy and Literature Meet is back to Cleveland
the night before the Stoddard Meet. According to Myron
Vernis, the Toy and Lit meet chairperson, Stoddard has

pledged 1007o commitment to rebuilding their swap to the
status it once had, so bringing the Toy and Lit meet was a
natural thing to do.

Stoddard has chosen the dates to be June 17 and 18,2005

356 Motor Cities Gruppe
Progressive Dinner

Hosted by
Michael and Maureen Heilmann

June 12th is the day for the Gruppe Progressive Dinner.
Michael and Maureen always do things first class, so this
should be a good one.

Look for more info in the next Auspuff Roar
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I s I write this we are in week six of our two month's

n time in the south. I am thinkin-q about spring back
/I{ home as I am in somewhat ot an "automotive

J I Jrurgtt:'. I'm not missing the Michigan winter. how-
ever I do miss the Saturday mornings at Neil's and our deep dis-

March norv flnds us in central Florida in a community called "Thc
Villages". This area has grown from about 2,000 homes to 30,000
homes in approximately ten years. There are 26 golf courses and

a recreation area rvith a swimming pool rvithin rvalking distance

of most homes.

And finally I have a car buddy. We have knorvn Don and Shirleen
Clining from our time in the 60's as members of North East
Michigan SCCA Region in the Flint area. Don raced a TR6 and a

Corvette throughout the mid-lvest. Shirleen also raced the Corvette.
Now Don and I can talk about cars rvhile our rvives shop. Don re-
tired as a regional sales manager for Jaguar. He does not currently
own a sports car but is on a quest to find one. And as rve all knorv,
the hunt is really the most fun.

There are a number of car clubs here in the Villages. The Antique
club (everything), the PT Cruiser club. the Miata club and some

guy rvho is trying to form thc golf cart street rod club. I am not kid-
ding. This is a golf carl community. everyone travels around in their
car1. The latest thing is carts rvith bodies to resemble everything
from a Model A Ford to a Hummer! At night it kind of reminds you

of a Disncy ride rvith the golf carts humming around like so many
fireflies. A stop at one of the golf cart stores revealed that some of
the special carts are as much as $ 18,000.

As I stated earlier. I am missing home somervhat, holvever the

rveather today is 70 dcgrees and sunny so I can lvait a ferv weeks

for spring to come to Michigan.

Finally, thanks to all who contributed to the AuspufT while I rvas

away. I'll get to rvork rvhen I am back to keep this thing going.

cussions, mostly car stuff. In past years my friend Don ancl I have attended the vintage races at

Sebring to watch our Michigan 356 racers. I rvas unable to go this
We spent the month of February in Panama City Beach rvith our y.u. ur--y daughter, son in lar,v and two grand children came fbr a
friends, horvever there rverc no car guys. The area is experiencing visit at that time. Don advised that our local racers looked good,
a construction boom that is quickly blocking out any vierv of the horvevcr Vic Skirmants was frustrated by a track-blocking Lotus 7
gulf, unless you are in your condo. Trvelve years ago we traveled lvho interlered with the ..momentum" in the corners that is so im-
this area and rvere taken by the somewhat quaint old Florida at- portant to a successful 3-56 racer.
mosphere. Now the shoreline is being filled by
developers rvho are tearing dolvn the beach cot- As much as I missed thc races I must say that our
tages and are erecting high-rise condos or devel- .( t t . -^ - - r- - . - - - * ^ - .! visit rvith the grand childre n was great. Part of their
oping communities rvith names like Rosetncu ,- lf yOU navg an OUt visit was a two day stay at Disney World. I was
Beach, Watercolors, Sea Crest ancl Sea Side rvith Of Statg plate the anticipating trvo days at the Magic Kingdom with

ilIffi,:?]f,i. ;""'::-r"i;y*: iliJffi l,?|;: locals feel dutv arrorthe enthusiasm orgoing to Home Dcpot ror a
- - - t root canal. However, the fun those kids had made

"Baby Boomers" that inherit money or have very bOUnd tO fUSh Up the trip rvorth it. We dicl it all-breakfast with

[:i#H,:i:Hf'ff1,i::"J [ il[::[*"'- behind you and sram Mickev and Minnie to a wild ride on Sprash Moun-

cars, they au Drive Lexus, Mercedes or Range on the brakes in an ll[.TJ,i,fi::'J-::lJ,ffil;H"#:;"lT,tT;oo"
Rover and Porsche Cayenne S.U.V.'s. attempt tO Grand Prix race cars. Those little Corvette resem-

Speaking of driving, it is impossibre to drive fast intimidate you" lHi;iiiri.".'J:i:1il:il:1,"&,;il""";i:t:iJ
enough to stay out of the rvay of a "local". If you are tethered under the body rvith some sort of
have an out of state plate the locals feel duty swing-arm that allorvs you to steer in your lane.
bound to rush up behind you and slam on the brakes in an attempt The steering, horvever, is so wom out that it is nearly impossible to
to intimidate you. This does not happen only at the speed limit, stay in the center of your lane. The car then lurches back and for-th
this even occurs at 10 to 15 mph over the limit. They love to rvrite r,vithin the constraints of the tethered s,uving-arm. Matthew asked
letters to the local papers complaining about the "snorvbirds". We grandpa to drive as it was hurting his neck. He quickly informcd me
should all go home and take 707o of their economy with us. that I didn,t do any better than him. I'm thinking of suing Disney

fbr rvhiplash.
I did do one car thing rvhile in Panama city. We went to the local
Chevy dealership to get a good look at the 2005 Corvette. I rvas This Saturday rve are going to the rvooden boat shorv at Mt. Dora,
really impressed. This is a rvorld class car. "Mr. Gaps", Jim FL. Ted Dunham should see this sometimc. [t is a great shorv in this
Schrager, should look one of these over. I don't think you could very quaint town on the shores of lake Dora. There is usually a car
slip a dime bctween the clearances on this coupe we looked over. shorv for.,Woody,' vintage station wagons.
And all for about $48k. Less rvith my GM retiree discount.
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