


PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Michael Heilmann

H arry Pellow once said “there's
No0000000000 Computer in the WORLD
that can tune up a 356 Porsche! ONLY a
HUMAN can do it.” And that, my friends
is what the 356 represents to me. This
eternal form that we love was not de-
signed on a CAD CAM program. The
car has an elemental human simplicity to
it. The Porsche 356 is a handcrafted art
form that we get to drive and enjoy. Run
your hand along the rear fender line and
you can feel the handiwork speaking to
you. In fact, I choose not to put a car
cover on my own coupe.

This is my first column as President of
the Motor Cities Gruppe. I am honored
to serve and I would welcome your per-
sonal suggestions to making this year as
successful as previous years. Dave Peter-
sen leaves this post as President to devote
his considerable talent and time to organ-
izing the upcoming 2007 ECH Holiday at
Boyne. This event will be the 356 Holi-
day that will be remembered for decades
to come. The Holiday is set in the spec-
tacular scenery of Northwestern Michi-
gan. Our family is looking forward to it.
Our Club will need help and lots of it. So
mark your calendars, schedule your vaca-
tion days and commit to a committee as-
signment. I will promise to ask each of
you what you are helping with. Dave is
joined in this effort by the current plan-
ning team of Dick Beecher, Ted Dunham,
Heath Hurlbert, Harry Kurrie, and Bar-
bara Skirmants.

The intersection of the human element of
the car and the humans in our club is the
focus of my letter. I have always felt that
the Motor Cities Gruppe has been a very
inclusive and welcoming organization.
You don’t even have to own a 356 to be
member. I remember the first time I had
my California transplanted car on the
road. Ted Dunham looked at it and made
a number of helpful suggestions within
five minutes of meeting me. You can
drive a Pebble Beach Trophy candidate or
a VW powered rolling rusty wreck of a
356. It does not matter to our member-
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ship. We have about 225 members who
will get you the vendor’s phone number,
suggest the correct interior trim or even
give you the part! That spirit runs
throughout our organization. There will
always be a faster 911 than last year.
There will always be a more limited col-
lector’s edition of the current “Car of the
year”. Yet there will never be a group
that is more helpful than the 356 Motor
Cities Gruppe. We have a capable Board
and a great calendar of events for 2006.
The website is up and a great source of
information on upcoming events. Tom
Hudson has done a fantastic job of putting
together a current and informative site.
The e-mail address of each board member
is on the site. Take a moment to visit
http://356motorcitiesgruppe.com and
paste the address into your “favorites”.
The Member’s gallery has made the tran-
sition from our previous web site. In
month’s to come the site will have new
features and the website will become an-
other great resource for our membership.

Our devoted editor Dick Beecher needs
your tales of triumph, memorable quotes
and storied drives for future issues of
Auspuff Roar. Sebastian Gaeta continues
in his role of a “production artist”. This
team has resulted in the best local 356-
club magazine in the country. I have

seen other club’s four page Xeroxed
handouts and wondered aloud why they
bothered to send it out. I suspect one day
I will see a complete collection of Auspuff
Roar for sale on E-bay in a leather binder.
I know it will not be my issues. They are
safely on the library shelf. Take a mo-
ment to hit the keystrokes and send Dick
your contribution. The only bad story is
an unwritten one. We welcome your
“Werke”. In closing, let us look forward
to the upcoming summer driving season
and beyond as an opportunity to continue
the human legacy of Dr. Porsche in the ‘
Motor Cities.

Mike
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The sun is beginning to shine
occasionally and the tempera-
ture has risen above freezing a
few times. Can I be so optimis-
tic to say Spring is almost
here?

Take a look at the calendar
and you will see that you bet-
ter start planning now to take
in all the events that are avail-
able this year to enjoy our
Porsche hobby. There are
some weekends that you will
have to select from numerous
events.

For some Motor Cities
Gruppe / Saturday morning at
Neil’s gang, our car hobby
enthusiasm was thoroughly
Jjump started by the mid win-
ter trip to the annual Los An-
geles Literature and Model
swap meet. The trip is cov-
ered in great detail in an article
in this issue. After our return,
former MCG President and ac-
complished photographer
David Peterson , assembled his
great photos on a disc for our
enjoyment. After looking at
the pictures some of the trip
participants suggested that we
include some, in color, with
the article about the LA trip.
Therefore in this issue, we
hope you will enjoy the special

color section.
Having color increases the cost to
publish our newsletter so we do not
plan to do on a regular basis. As we
have advised before, the AusPuff
Roar is mostly funded by proceeds
from the auction at the annual Christ-
mas party so we will continue to pub-
lish in the most cost effective way.
We continue with the First Year in
Your First Porsche series. Harry Kur-
rie’s story is unique as he is one of
very few owners that have the car he
bought new. Bruce Baker, from East-
ern Pennsylvania sent his first Porsche
article with an e-mail advising that he
is a MCG member to continue to re-
ceive the AusPuff . This is a testa-
ment to the past quality of the Aus
Puff Roar and the talent of my prede-
cessors. Oh the pressure !

Be sure to note the information re-
garding the Spring Tour . I attended
the Bay Harbor Concours last year
and it was a great event. It will also
provide you with a look at the area
where the 2007 East Coast Holiday
will be held.

Thanks to Denny Denyer and David
Peterson who helped with this issue ,
proof reading , photo selection and
computer education .

And please, keep those articles and
pictures coming.

Dick Beecher
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\i Sunday May
\ #7th, 2006

Meet at the “Auto Union” Garage in Willis, MI at 10:30 AM for some socializing and tall tales. De-
part at noon for a back roads run. We are working on getting a tour set up of the Mercedes Benz
Technical Center in Ann Arbor. More details to follow by email. Lunch arrangements are also in the
planning stages depending on our tour of the tech center.

We will provide some tables at the garage, but please bring folding chairs to guarantee a place to sit!

Contact Sebastian to RSVP and for a map to Willis. Email or phone is fine:
spg356@sbcglobal.net or 734-544-2230
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