MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE




The Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities
Gruppe and is published 6 times
per year. Membership dues for the
Motor Cities Gruppe are $20 per
year due at the first of each year.

Advertising rates per issue are as
follows:

Business card size: $10

Quarter page: $25

Half page: $50

Full page: $85

Please send membership dues or
change of address to:

Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road

North Branch, Ml 48461

Please send materials to be
published or advertising copy to:
Dave Preston
dmpreston2@comcast.net

or mail to:

2853 Chancery Court

Rochester Hills, Ml 48306
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President’s Letter

our Motor Cities Gruppe Board of

Directors had a terrific meeting on March

21%,2009. As usual, we accomplished quite
a bit and made plans for some great events in the

future.

Lanita Dunham, our Secretary, had a terrific idea in
that we should start to publish the minutes of our
meeting in the Auspuff Roar. We unanimously agreed
and you can read the minutes of that meeting in this
issue. We certainly were not trying to be secretive in
the past, we just had never thought of publishing the
minutes before! Now the members can get a good

idea of what takes place in the Board meetings.

Some of the things we discussed this time were a
nice surprise in the Auspuff Roar for the issue right
after the Gruppe Picnic; you will know what [ am
talking about once you see it. We also discussed the
charitable contribution that we would like to make.
We have not yet decided on a charity, but we did
decide to make one good contribution to one charity
rather than several small ones to several different
causes. The actual charity is to be voted on during
the next meeting in May, and we will announce the

charity in the next Auspuff Roar.

We also decided to create a Motor Cities Gruppe
Hall of Fame. We as a club have been around since
1982, and there are some people very deserving of
this honor. Elected to the Hall are four people that
were instrumental in founding the club, keeping it
going in its early days, and bringing tremendous
enthusiasm to the club. Inductees will be announced
at the Gruppe Picnic and beautiful awards will

be given to them. We as a board are very excited
about giving out this honor to these very deserving

members.

The Spring Tour is right around the corner on
Saturday May 16™. We will cruise to the original
Tony Packos in Toledo and then on to Snook’s
Dream Cars in Bowling Green, Ohio. Look for the

announcement in this issue.

Lastly, we have decided to create as a gift to our
members, a Motor Cities Gruppe Calendar. The
2010 calendar will feature photos of Gruppe
member’s cars and will be in full color. Look in this

issue for more info on submitting your photos.

Cee you at the Spring Tour!

Cebadtian
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Editor’s Letter

Hello Everyone —

By the time this reaches your hands, it will be April
and we’ll be on our way into spring! And after this
winter, that’s a great thought isn’t it?

I’'m excited to get our cars out and we’ll be able to
jump right off with Sebastian’s Spring Tour. The
details of this event are on a flyer in this issue and
all of our events are listed on our calendar in the
Auspuff Roar as well as on the website calendar. We
have a great season planned for our membership; it
should be another fun packed year.

I want to remind you to please send me any feedback
that you’d be willing to share regarding the Auspuff
Roar - as Sebastian says in his Registry columns,
“As always, questions, comments and criticism are
welcomed and encouraged.” It’s only through your
comments and suggestions that we can improve or
correct problems — so please don’t be bashful — let

us know! You can send your comments directly to
me or any Board member - everything will be kept
confidential if you wish.

We had some great contributions of articles for

this issue and I really appreciate these members

for taking the time to write articles and share their
experiences with the rest of us. Thanks to Dennis
Denyer, Dan Mazur, Gerald Van Vliet, Teri Hudson,
Tom Tate (from Boston) and, of course, our intrepid
Porsche Man — where would we be w1th0ut his sage
advice??!!

As I’ve mentioned the last few months, it’s never too
late to enter our 1* annual Drive Your 356 contest.
In this issue, we’ve started to publish our members’
names that have entered so far, so please contact

me to add your name and car to that list. Don’t

be bashful folks — any of you that drive your cars
should enter - just for the fun of it. It doesn’t matter
how little you think that you drive your car — you
don’t have to be driving to the WCH to have some
fun with this - we just want to see your name on our
list. So please, ¢’mon, send me your VIN number,

starting odometer reading, model and year. You can
enter whenever you get your car up and running for
this new season.

An Editors apology is in order. Barbara Skirmants
serves as our Membership Coordinator and Lanita
Dunham serves as our Secretary for our club. For
some unknown reason, I have failed to list their
names as part of our volunteer staff. Please look
for them to be properly listed on page two under
Zundfolge (editors, officers section). Additionally,
we’ll start publishing a “Secretary’s Report” which
be mostly will be a brief recap of meeting minutes
from our Board Meetings. My apologies for
forgetting to properly acknowledge Lanita’s and
Barbara’s contributions.

Part of the challenge of being your Editor is to

find fresh items for the Auspuff Roar (AR), while

at the same time maintaining some of the AR
traditions. The AR is our main communication tool,
and I feel a responsibility to provide not only fun
stories to read, but useful information, i.e., tech
information, restoration, maintenance or unique
repair information, etc. I know that there is a keen
interest in the history of our cars, and I think it is
important to offer that slice of heritage as well. With
that in mind, I have been going back through older
editions of the AR to look for content ideas. Reading
these past editions is not only fun, but it makes me
feel a larger part of our clubs past — it’s been fun.
But I could also use your help. If there is a technical
article that you’d like to suggest, or a piece of history
that you think could be reprinted for everyone’s
enjoyment, let me know. I think that one of my
weaknesses in this job is my lack of instinct on what
could be printed — so help me out on this — please
call or write with any ideas!

Get thoe carc ro/&'ng.’ Cee qou at Sebagtian’s
Spring Tour in a few weeks!

Dave Preston
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Board Meeting Mmutes —March 21, 2009

Held at Stuart Tool, 10 AM

Attendance: Board members, Sebastian Gaeta,
Barbara Skirmants, Ted Dunham & Dave Preston,
(Dick Beecher in Florida). Membership-Barbara
Skirmants, Secretary-Lanita Dunham, Treasurer-
Teri Hudson, Web Master-Tom Hudson, Editor-
Dave Preston.

Call to order: by President, Sebastian Gaeta.

Financial: Teri Hudson: CD is coming due,
will likely roll it over, she’ll look for best
return. Will publish a financial report once a
year.

Membership: Barbara Skirmants: 120 paid
members and have 89 on the lapsed list. We
mail out 13 complimentary issues each month,
so we agreed to have 160 copies printed.

Auspuff Roar Editor: Dave Preston: The
printing cost $750 for the Feb/ Mar Auspuff,
will vary in future issues, based on a per page
cost. Sebastian will coordinate a new project
- a club photo calendar, after collecting all the
photos needed, from our membership.

Hall of Fame: At a past meeting, Sebastian
suggested that the Club, through the Board
create a Hall of Fame for our Club. The Board
approved this suggestion and developed a list
of possible recipients - several members were
nominated. This 1% year, we will induct four
names and an ongoing list of future nominees
has been developed. The plan would be

honor each recipient with a few words and a
nice award at the summer picnic. The Board

By L, Dunham, Cecretary

will consider nominees each year. Names
are chosen from founding members and
those having a notable impact for the club,
established in 1982.

Charity: Several suggestions we discussed.
Dave and Barbara will find out what
percentages actually make it to the recipients
of charities that are under consideration and
one will be selected at the next meeting and
the amount to give will be agreed upon.

Spring Tour: Sebastian: Will include a drive to
Snook’s and Tony Packo’s in Ohio. Will take
more rural and scenic roads where possible.
Cost will be for meal only. The Board &
officers will hold the bi-monthly meeting prior
to the drive. The tour is to meet at Milan
McDonalds at 11 AM, 10 AM for the Board
Meeting.

MCG article for Registry: To be a brief history
and story of our club. Dave and Sebastian will
co-write.

2010 Trustee Election and Editor: A brief
discussion of candidates for next election was
held, noting we will also need a new editor.
Several names came up and they will be polled
to determine if they have any interest in this
position.

Meeting adjourned @ 11:45
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