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Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities
Gruppe and is published 6 times
per year. Membership dues for the
Motor Cities Gruppe is $20 per
year due at the first of each year.
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B y the time you read this column, I hope spring will have
sprung and we’ll be well into our new driving season!

Look for the details regarding the upcoming Spring
Tour in this issue and please make note of the very special
30m Jahre Celebration that Sebastian is planning for us on July
31« This will be 2010’s signature event as we celebrate the
356 MCG’s existence for the past 30 years. For many of you,
that has to conjure up many great memories. This promises
to be a very special event and we are grateful to Sebastian for
putting this together for us. Early RSVP’s are appreciated, as
we are expecting a very high turnout!

During my years in the MCG, I’ve learned that besides
driving these great cars, the cornerstones of our Club are
our members and our four key club events each year, i.e.,
the Spring Tour, the Summer Picnic, the Fall Color Tour and
the Holiday Party. Fortunately, we seem to be blessed each
year with members who step up to organize those events. In
many cases, it’s the Skirmants, the Dunhams, the Denyers &
McLaughlins (for the Holiday Party) or Sebastian that step

up. And while we are very grateful for their willingness to do
this for us, we want to invite any of our members to organize
an event.

Usually, with another member’s involvement, the event
takes on a new and exciting tone, such as last years’ picnic at
the Heilmanns’, or when the Hudson’s hosted the Fall Color
Tour two years ago. The Fall Color Tour for 2010 is a prime
example — Dick Beecher and I will be glad to organize a Fall
Color Tour this year, but if anyone else in our Club has some
ideas and would like to host this event, or any other future
event, please let us know. With new blood comes new and
welcomed ideas. And, we can come to you. You don’t have to
live in the tri-county area to host an event. We’d love to have
a drive that involves coming to see you. We’ll help you plan
it and pay your expenses.

So, as we get ramped up for the season, I’ll see you on
the road!

Dd\/e

2"° ANNUAL 356 MCG
DRIVE YOUR PORSCHE 356 CONTEST - 2010

Our 356s are coming out of hibernation, so its time to get registered for this year’s edition of the Drive your 356

Porsche Contest.

o

CIf you participated last year, you don’t have to do anything — I will get you reglstered with the odometer reading

from where you ;gft off last year.

If you did not participate last year and you'd like to this year, then it’s pretty simple - just send me the following

1nf0rmat10n via E-Mall phone, fax or smoke signals:

e
356 Model & Year %
: VIN (Chassis Number)
i e - Starting odometer f@adigxg e -
That’s pretty simple!\.y-«;\. - - - e = .

Just like last year, we'll track everyone s mileage tl;;;:oug%iout thes&easong, and publish standings in each Auspuff

Roar. If you have any questlons, let me ’knowl \
k %‘ V . o

Dave Preston dmprestonZ@comcas@net S o i

(248) 656-9671 — phone
(734) 657-8980 — cell  (248) 218-:%11 — fax

g.? - };3:( ’ % =
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Wlo here remembers the annual trek to Lexington, Ohio,
home of the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course? The occasion
was to watch the Vintage Grand Prix and cheer on Vic
Skirmants as he did battle in good ol’ #70 with other vintage racers
and even some Gruppe members (in their, uh, British race cars).

It was always my favorite event of the year and I really do
miss it. Don’t get me wrong, I still go, but the throngs of Gruppies
just aren’t there anymore. Ten to fifteen 356°s would rendezvous on
Friday morning in northern Ohio and make the drive caravan style on
back roads to Lexington (I don’t even use a map anymore, the route
is burned into in my mind). The group usually included the likes of
Dunham, Marrah, Malik, Beecher, Hagerty, Chamberlin, Chatley,

Peterson, Walls, Rivera and Sheill. We would stop for lunch in Attica,

Ohio at an old fashioned drug store with a lunch counter and soda
fountain. Everyone looked forward to this and enjoyed the simple
pleasure of days gone by. One year we stopped there only to find
“.. it had closed. We all stood there silently for a few seconds,
knowing that an era had ended. Now as I glide
through

5uncla9,

WE'RE MEETING AT 9:30 AM IN
THE ANN ARBOR AREA FOR A
CRUISE, A LUNCH STOP AND A
VISIT TO A COOL
DESTINATION.

CONTACT ME FOR DETAILS!

SEBASTIAN
SPG356@SBCGLOBAL NET
734-645-938%

Attica on my way to Lexington I still glance to my left to see, just in
case, if it had re-opened. No lunch stops anymore, I just press on.

Before going to the track we would check in at the motel in
Shelby, Ohio, which is about a 20 minute back-roads drive to the
track. Once at the track it was nothing short of a car guy’s heaven: race
cars, sports cars, and a paddock that was open to spectators. Top that
off with some good old fashioned hanging around with other car guys,
and it just didn’t get any better!

Our home base was the Skirmants’ race HQ and we would
disperse from there. After taking in Friday’s events, we would head
into Lexington for dinner at the original Buck’s Bar & Grill. We would
sit at these long picnic style tables and order dinner in groups. I always
sat next to Ted and Lanita. The original Buck’s burned down many
years ago and the new one has yet to capture the same charm and
atmosphere.

Back at the motel, the “Bloomfield Hillbillies” would pull all
of the desk chairs out of the rooms and we would sit outside bench
racing and telling bad jokes until 1:00 or 2:00 AM. Many times I was
awakened in the morning by the sound of roaring flat four’s heading
out for gas before leaving for the track. I always seemed to get up, get
dressed and in the car in time to be part of the Caravan.

Saturday night was the Skirmants BBQ which drew big crowds
in its heyday. We would all bring a dish to pass, help grill the Brats
and make sure the beverages were stocked. After midnight, we would
cruise back to the motel for more of the same silliness. How could one
not look forward to this each year?

For whatever reason, the numbers in the Gruppe caravan slowly
dwindled until it was not even a planned event. For me, the memories
are strong. I still go to the Vintage Grand Prix almost every year, but
it is only a day trip. I don’t really feel like staying at the old motel by
myself, I’ve got too many bad jokes to tell. m




