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President's Letterk
B y the time you read this column, I hope spring will have

sprung and we'll be well into our new driving season!
Look for the details regarding the upcoming Spring

Tour in this issue and please make note of the very special
30* Jahre Celebration that Sebastian is planning for us on July
31.. This will be 2010's signature event as we celebrate the
356 MCG's existence for the past 30 years. For many of you,
that has to conjure up many great memories. This promises
to be a very special event and we are grateful to Sebastian for
putting this together for us. Early RSVP's are appreciated, as

we are expecting a very high turnout!
During my years in the MCG, I've learned that besides

driving these great cars, the cornerstones ofour Club are

our members and our four key club events each year, i.e.,
the Spring Tour, the Summer Picnic, the Fall Color Tour and
the Holiday Party. Fortunately, we seem to be blessed each
year with members who step up to organize those events. In
many cases, it's the Skirmants, the Dunhams, the Denyers &
Mclaughlins (for the Holiday Pu.ty) or Sebastian that step

Du.

zNP A?'ll*&rAL 356 MCG
DRIVE YOUR PORSCHE 356 CONTEST.2OlO

Our 356s are coming out of hibernation, so its time to get registered for this year's edition of the Drive your 356
Porsche Contest.

If you participated last year, you don't have to do anything - I will get you registered with the odometer reading
from where you left off last year.

If you did not participate last year and you d like to this year, then it's pretty simple - just send me the following
information via E-Mail, phone, fax or smoke signals:

356 Model &Year
VIN (Chassis Number)

Starting odometer reading
That's pretty simple!

up. And while we are very grateful for their willingness to do
this for us, we want to invite any of our members to organize
an event.

Usually, with another member's involvement, the event
takes on a new and exciting tone, such as last years'picnic at
the Heilmanns', or when the Hudson's hosted the Fall Color
Tour two years ago. The Fall Color Tour for 2010 is a prime
example Dick Beecher and I will be glad to organize a Fall
Color Tour this year, but if anyone else in our Club has some
ideas and would like to host this event, or any other future
event, please let us know. With new blood comes new and
welcomed ideas. And, we can come to you. You don't have to
live in the tri-county area to host an event. We'd love to have
a drive that involves coming to see you. We'll help you plan
it and pay your expenses.

So, as we get ramped up for the season, I'll see you on
the road!

Just like last year, weill track everye:le's mileage throughout the season, and publish standings in each Auspuff
Roar. If you have any questions,let me know!_

Dave Preston d"mpreston2@comcas!.net
(248) 656-9671, - phone
(734) 657-8980 - cell (248) 21,8-5511- fax
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t A nrhere remembers the annual trek to Lexington, Ohio,
y y home of the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course? The occasion

was to watch the Vintage Grand Prix and cheer on Vic
Skirmants as he did battle in good o1'#70 with other vintage racers

and even some Gruppe members (in their, uh, British race cars).

It was always my favorite event of the year and I really do

miss it. Don't get me wrong, I still go, but the throngs of Gruppies
just aren't there anymore. Ten to fifteen 356's would rendezvous on

Friday morning in northern Ohio and make the drive caravan style on
back roads to Lexinglon (I don't even use a map anymore, the route
is bumed into in my mind). The group usually included the likes of
Dunham, Marrah, Malik, Beech eg Hagerty, Chamberlin, Chatley,
Peterson, Walls, Rivera and Sheill. We would stop for lunch in Attica,
Ohio at an old fashioned drug store with a lunch counter and soda

fountain. Everyone looked forward to this and enjoyed the simple
pleaslre of days gone by. One year we stopped there only to flnd

.r^ it had closed. We all stood there silently for a few seconds,

knowing that an era had ended. Now as I glide

I through

Attica on my way to Lexington I still glance to my left to see, just in
case, ifit had re-opened. No lunch stops anymore, I just press on.

Before going to the track we would check in at the motel in
Shelby, Ohio, which is about a 20 minute back-roads drive to the

track. Once at the track it was nothing short of a car guy's heaven: race

cars, sports cars, and a paddock that was open to spectators. Top that

off with some good old fashioned hanging around with other car guys,

and itjust didn't get any better!
Our home base was the Skirmants'race HQ and we would

disperse from there. After taking in Friday's events, we would head

into Lexington for dinner at the original Buck's Bar & Grill. We would
sit at these long picnic style tables and order dinner in groups. I always

sat next to Ted and Latita. The original Buck's burned down many
years ago and the new one has yet to capture the same charm and

atmosphere.

Back at the motel, the "Bloomfield Hillbillies" would pull all
of the desk chairs out of the rooms and we would sit outside bench
racing and telling bad jokes until 1:00 or 2:00 AM. Many times I was

awakened in the morning by the sound of roaring flat four's heading
out for gas before leaving for the track. I always seemed to get up, get

dressed and in the car in time to be part of the Caravan.

Saturday night was the Skirmants BBQ which drew big crowds
in its heyday. We would all bring a dish to pass, help grill the Brats

and make sure the beverages were stocked. After midnight, we would
cruise back to the motel for more of the same silliness. How could one

not look forward to this each year?

For whatever reason, the numbers in the Gruppe caraval slowly
dwindled until it was not even a planned event. For me, the memories
are strong. I still go to the Vintage Grand Prix almost every year, but
it is only a day trip. I don't really feel like staying at the old motel by
myself, I've gottoomanybadjokestotell. 
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IDw@tr Tommv ms, TfpsmAa$ffi, Nml
LIEU oF oURANNURI- GRuppr pT WE WILL BE CELEBRATING THIRTY YEARS oF THE MoToR CITIESCNIC,

DINNGtuppr WITH A CASUAL SIT DowN ERAND ToUR oF Two MUSEUMS. FIRsT wE WILL GATHERAT
3:00 PM Ar rHE YnSILANTI AuroMortvE HERITAGE Musrupt ro ENroy Rpprrrzrxs, A cASH BARAND
BROWSING IN ONE OF THE MIDWEST,S PREMIER LOCAL AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUMS. THERE WILL BE SPECIAI

PARKING FOR 356,5 ON THE MUSEUM GRoUNDS (ANo PLENry oF GENERAL PARKING, Too). BY 5:30 PM
WE WILL MAKE OURWAYABOUT 3 u-OCTs WEST To THE YPSILANTI FIREHoUSE MUSEUM, oNE oF THE

BEST LoCAL FIREHOUSE MUSEUMS YoU WILL FIND. OUR CATERED SIT DOWN DINNER WILL START AT AP-

PROXIMAITTY 6:30 PM WHERE WE WILL HAVE SOME FEATURED SPEAKERS AND WILL PRESENT AWARDS To
ouR 2010 MoroR Crrrrs GRuppr HALL or FRptE wrNNERs.

THERE IS MUCH PLANNINC INVOLVED SO RSVP,S ARE zuNDLY REQIESTED AS FAR IN ADVANCE AS

possIBLE. THr cosr wtLL gr $30 pER pERSoN wHICH wrLL covERALL FooD AND ADMrssroN To BorH
MUSEUMS. THIRTY YEARS ONLY COMES AROUND ONCE, LET,S MAKE THIS A SPECIAL NIGHTI

PLEASE RSVP TO SEBASTIAN GAETA AT 734-645-9381 ORAT SPG356@SBCGLOBAL.NET
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THE SECOND INSTATTMENT oF A
PERPETUAL PROIECT...HOW I GOr
Srenmo

Not having any shop to hang around or anyone to teach me, I got
started with bod)'v/ork by buying fwo books. This was way before
we had such great access to the Internet, YouTube, web forums, etc.

So I went to Barnes and Nobel and found the following fwo books,
which are still good starting points for you bookworms: "Sheet Metal
Handbook" and "Metal Fabricators Handbook" by Ron and Sue

Fournier. After reading these books, I went to Performance Tool in
Pontiac and bought right and left hand Wiss tin snips, a Wiss flanging
tool and a 4" Clarke angle grinder. I also bought a sheet metal
scribe, which is a sharp pointed pen shaped device to scribe a line on
sheet metal. I also needed a

welder. In 1969, myneighbor
sold welding supplies and I
was able to get into one of
his company's evening gas

welding classes. I got pretty
good at gas welding, but did
not have my own rig. Around
1982 I bought a nice gas

welding set. I never used it,
so I gave it to a good friend
who knew how to weld as a

retirement gift. After reading
the books, I decided the way
to go was with a MIG welder
(a good one was a little pncey
at $500-$600). I visited a local
welding supply store and they convinced me to get a Lincoln 125 plus
(now superseded by a 140), which ran on I l0 volts and was good for
sheet metal. From what I have learned since, you can't go wrong with
either a Lincoln or a Miller. I would recommend getting one from a

welding supply store rather than a big box hardware store since you
will get better advice, service and sometimes a discount on supplies
like heknets.

Learning to weld

There are lots of ways to leam to MIG weld: trial and error, read some
books and go at it, or take a class. At that time, I lived fairly close
to Oakland Community College so I enrolled in their MIG welding
class. The instructor really knew his stuffand the lab was equipped
with big Miller MIG welders. We met once or twice a week and
welded mostly construction thickness coupons as most of the students
were trying to get certified in their trade (skyscrapers, bridges, etc.). I
kept telling the instructor that I needed to learn how to weld thin stuff.
So he said "bring your welder in and I will show you how".

After that I would load my welder and cart in the back of my
van, roll it through the parking lot and into the lab before each class.
He laid the nicest flat bead with great penetration on some pieces

of sheet metal I had brought in. I still can not duplicate that. But I
did learn to weld preffy decently and I got an A in the class (I think
everyone got an A). He also taught me how to do plug welds, which
are used to replace factory resistance spot welds.

Now I was dangerous and could not wait to start patchrng up
something in Foam Car. I started with some small holes in the trunk
that I simply filled with weld. After doing all I could without having

Auspuff 6 Roar

to make a patch panel, I needed to get some sheet metal. The closest
metal supplier was Pontiac Steel on University, east of downtown
Pontiac. I bought a 4' x 4' sheets of20 gauge and I 8 gauge steel.

These sizes are easy to handle. I am now on my second sheet of20
gauge (yep, that's approaching 32 sq ft. ofpatches!) as that is close to
the thickness of most 356 sheet metal.

Learning to make patch pieces

First, lets define a patch. Not all people like to call it that. To me a

patch is a piece of sheet metal that replaces a portion of a stamped
panel that was welded to the body by the factory. A new floor pan or
battery pan is not a patch; it is a replacement panel. But, if your floor
pan is pretty good except for a small area or two, it could be repaired
by making a patch that replaces the bad metal (rusted metal or an un-

repairable dent). Ifjust the bottom
your door panel is rusted out, it

could be repaired by welding in a
patch along the bottom part ofthe

One can buy this patch from
several vendors in the 356 Porsche

business.

Okay, so how do we make
one ofthese boogers? Unless the
patch is just a small flat piece,

normally a template is made. I
cardboard from cereal boxes

or store bought frozetpizza
Before the damaged area

is removed, a template can be
made that duplicates the area to

be replaced. Often, as you get started these will be vertical walls with
a flange at the bottom where a battery tray or floor pan will lay to be
spot-welded. Sometimes the rust damage is so bad that you don't
even know what the part is supposed to look like. This is where the
factory parts diagrams are invaluable. So that is another book to add
to your list. Charlie White sells great reproductions of these at very
reasonable prices. See his website at derwhites356literature.com.

I need to digress here and discuss a few more tools that you
will need. Earlier I mentioned the Wiss panel flangers. These are

great for making short (6") flanges. You can also use the Wiss snips
I mentioned to cut a lot ofthe shape ofyour patch piece. In order to
get your initial sheet metal blank, however, you will need something
to cut a piece out of your 4 x4 sheet. I use a saber saw with a metal
blade. There are other tools you can use such as nibblers and electric
shears, but I already had the saber saw and it does the job quite nicely,
save for tight curves. Be careful that the large piece of sheet metal is
held down or it can occasionally bend on you from the sawing action.

Also, earmuffs, gloves and eye protection should be used if
you want to keep all of your body parts in working order. A bench
vise will become a necessity as you can clamp smaller patch pieces in
it for bending flanges with the Wiss flangers. I bought a big vise that
rotates in two planes at Sam's Club for about $40. I then bought some

bronze inserts made by Wilton at Performance Tool to put in the vise.
These won't mar the sheet metal and have a nice square corner that
helps when bending flanges.

I started out without an air compressor so I used my snips
to cut out bad metal from Foam Car, along with the angle grinder
with a cutoff wheel and the saber saw. I was finally able to borrow
my brother's 30 gallon Sears compressor and bought a few air tools.
Air tools make repair life much simpler as they are smaller, lighter

The P

Home-Brewed

Restoration
by Phil Planck



and inexpensive compared to electric tools. And
surprisingly, the little Sears compressor did a preffy
goodjob even though
sometimes I had

to let it catch up
in order to rebuild
pressure.

I watch for air
tools with the lowest
cfm requirement.
The ones I have

used most are the

air saw, cut offtool,
die grinder and right
angle die grinder. Another
handy measurement
tool is a metal thickness
gauge. This is a small,
round gauge with many
rectangular notches around
the perimeter to slide over a piece of sheet metal to see how thick it is.

One side reads the gauge of the metal and the other side the thickness
in inches.

There is another tool I have used quite a bit, and you will
need something like this. You will need to make several holes where
two panels overlap, usually on a flange. These holes are to replicate
spot welds and are usually called plug welds. I have found lhat 7132"
holes work well for almost all of the 356 plug welds. To make these
you will need a hole punch, and my two previously mentioned books
recommend a Roper Whitney hole punch. This is a manually operated
punch that comes with about 8 dies of different diameters. You will
see it in one of the pictures. J.C. Whitney sells a knock-off version
of the made-in-the-USA Roper Whitney for about half the cost of the
original. It may be just as good, but I don't know; I went with the
book's recommendation. You can also get an air operated punch, but I

have no experience to share about these.
Another tool I have often used is a Black
Decker Work Mate. Mine is one of the

ones with the cast metal parts vs

and it works great for bending
flanges. Ijust put two pieces ofangle

in it to clamp the sheet metal (I think
this was Ron Roland's suggestion in one
of his floor pan articles - a must read by

way, available in one or both of the
Technical and Restoration Guide

and use my Wiss panel
along with a2 foot piece of 2 x

and a hammer to bend longer flanges.

Okay, back to the template. This
series of pictures will show how I made
a patch for a piece forward of the lower

door hinge. This appears to be a common rusty area on our 356's
and is where your venture into rust repair can seem overwhelming.
First, you have to expose the rust. This may be not so hard on
your 356, but all of my rust was covered by foam. After removing
the foam from the fiont closing panel I cut out the bad metal. This
gave a great view of the extent of the rust on the passenger side of
Foam Car.

You can see in these pictures where our patch will go.
Also, you can see that the patch was pieced together with tape
as this area was difficult to fit a patch to. Recently, I read a tip
suggesting to use old business cards to extend a patch.

Next time I will talk about fitting the patch to the car and
welding it in place.

PhLL

A Pillar Pictorial

Patch with flanges formed

Template ready to scribe
on sheet metal

"This series of
pictures will show

how I made a
patch for a piece
forward of the

lower door hingett

Patch cut out with cutting tools

Holes punched for plug welds
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California Connection

Driver's Manuals and
Crankshafts

LRoy Lock

Porsche Literature and memorabilia prices
have reached nose bleed territory recently. Most sellers
are honest about their products, but we as buyers and
connoisseurs must be on our guard. With allthe hype,
we must be forever vigilant for those who are less than
honorable in their sales and hype. Without the ability to
compare them to originals, how do you determine the
quality and originality of the item? Neophytes in the printed
material arena have paid hundreds of dollars for the exact
same item anyone can currently purchase at the local
Porsche Dealership or reputable vendor for mere pittance
of what an online seller charges for "NOS" (new old stock).

A T-6 B Driver's Manual is being used as the
example, but it also applies to all Drivers Manuals.
Where there is a buck to be made, someone will
find a way to make it. So, let's examine some of
the commonly used terms. But, before you venture
into this market for ORIGINAL or NOS items, you
must know your market. Even NOS original items
can be over priced. For 356 factory literature, one
of the best sources is Charlie White's website:
derwhites3S6literature.com By and far, this is one
of the most authoritative websites for current prices
on literature items. You can also go to the "For
Sale" section of the 356 Registry bulletin website:
356reg istry. com/foru m/i nd ex. ph p

Now you are armed with the power of the lnternet. Are
you a Porsche Literature Superman yet? Nope. Years of
being on the stupid end of sales have taught me to first be
well versed in the language of eBay and by looking and
comparing.

First, the language of eBay. Just because a seller makes
a claim, you are under no obligation to believe it. First and
foremost, what does the term NOS mean? lf you go to
Webster's you will not find a definition. As a buyer, NOS
means that Porsche made an item and put it on the shelf.
It was made in the period, if it is a 1963 manual, it should

"There are sellers who peddle reprinted manuals and are callin!

b*6.i*kiiarlt*

66d6 l,;\ rA 6'r

The original is on the left. Note the number of spirals in
the binding. More spirals on the original. The perforations
rype and orientation are also different. Look at the
horizontal lines in the illustration. The original appears

crisp and sharp, the reprint is fuzzy. Same applies for the
Porsche crest.

Another page from the manual. Compare the contrast
and clarity of illustrations. Original on the left, reprint
on the right. This is true throughout the manual for all
illustrations. The reprint illustration appears dark and
Iacks contrast. This is due to the method used to copy the
original for reprint.

Auspuff 8 Roar
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have been printed in the period, not 2010. To some sellers
the term NOS means it came from the factory or the OEM
source and are new. Guess what? The Porsche factory
currently reprints manuals. Yes, they came from the
original source, but they are not period pieces.

So, when you ask a seller, you must ask if it is NOS and
also period correcVoriginal. Don't go into a sale with rose-
colored glasses or without a bit of skepticism. lf you have
the luxury of having an original to compare with what you
are buying, then compare it. ln most cases you will find
differences in quality, even if it came from the exact same
OEM source. lt is the quality you are also paying for.

There are sellers who peddle reprinted manuals and are
calling them 'NOS', or saying that they "came from XYZ's
auction/sale/collection", or they are "selling for a friend".
Let's dissect these statements. First what is NOS to
these guys? lt could mean they bought it from a dealer...
yesterday, but it is new. Second, the seller builds hype
by using a famous name. XYZ is long gone, the family
does not care about cars, and there is no way to verify
that statement. Also, unless it is stamped on the item,
who cares where it came from? Third, if it came from an
auction or estate sale, etc, other than intrinsic value of
the auction, that value will be lost the next time it is sold.
These are not unique enough items where that makes

lo& d $. &l hrBil.. dd l&trtubi,
Eishrdr{&W ldrtuMM&dmr.

rydrl#B

EE

a difference,XYZ cannot come back and autograph it
and say it came from his estate auction. Another point,
autographs can be and are faked. One time at the local
swap meet, I saw a vendor take a bad quality Ansel
Adams litho and sign Ansel's name to it!Again, know
what you are paying a premium for. The last statement
is the one that gets to me- why would someone hide
under an anonymous person? lf you truly had a friend,
you would teach him how to post and sell on eBay or
through a free account on 356Talk. Another explanation
for anonymous sellers can be that the seller knows the
pedigree yet wants to take no blame or responsibility
for the originality of the product. lt's a cold cruel world
out there. Here are simple tests on what to look for on
driver's manuals. These are only SOME obviously dead
giveaways. The illustrations below are not retouched.
They were all scanned within minutes of each other
then merged in Photoshop unaltered. Original manuals
in nice condition are now in the hundreds of dollars.
Reprints should not sellfor more than the $92.50 at
dealerships, or any reputable 356 Porsche vendor. Now,
armed with "some" knowledge, be aware that there are
crafty sellers in the world. lf there is profit to be made,
someone will find ways to reproduce exact copies to
foil these tests. Be on your guard and be a skeptic. So
now, good luck with your hunt for NOS Original Drivers
[tlanuals. Print out this story and take it with you.

E--@-lJ:

366 B pBrwaB'i xaxr^& 8EO B DErvtE'. x^xvaL

them 'NOS' or they 'Came from XYZ's auction/sale/collection'..."

s ldl
r{!d,ffidkbrx*

r.dll-dMb|q5
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Again, another page ro highlight the differences in qualiry.
Look at the car badges in the upper right hand corner.
Also, look at the engine and coupe picture.

Here is another example to add to the confusion. The
cover on the left is original; the cover on the right is a
reprint. Notice the print dates. They are identical. In
the reprints, Porsche did not change the print date. You
cannot go by the print date. The manual on the right is
a Stoddard reprinted manual from the late 70's. It was
sold to me clearly stating that it is a reprint.
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35619L2 Cranlshafts

It Is.... But It Isnt Continued from page 9

I recently had a crash course on everything 356/912
Porsche crankshafts: heat treating, stress relieving,
and FMEA (failure mode effects analysis). lt's been
a heck of a journey back to the
future. I learned more about
Porsche 356/912 engines than
I really wanted to know. lVlore
importantly, I documented
all of this with case studies,
photographs, research, and
interviews. Everyone in SoCal
is now fully aware of my
situation and how I got there.

Let's go back27+ years. At
that stage of my life, I was
heavily involved in the development of the B-2 Spirit
aircraft. I was working 60-70 hours a week and
trying to start a family. While restoring my Roadster
I took the typical aerospace approach to solving
problems: throw money at it. The roadster was well
along in the restoration process and
I was determined to build the very
best 356 I could with almost unlimited
resources (pre-kids). I had a lot of fun
ferreting out rare and unusual parts
and one of the parts I went after was 

,.,

a near perfect crankshaft. I bought
it from a local well known quirky 356
parts vendor ... lt was promised as a
STD/1't undersized max crank, near
new, and lt mic'd out as advertised
dimensionally. "So it is."

Guess what failed? The crank, of course. At first I

thought it was because it was ground at the main
bearing journals to be l"tundersized. I initial thought
it was just a bad grind or just metal fatigue due to
age. Wrong! What ldiscovered

heat treat, and stress relieve before installing a
used crank. lf you don't know how, ask someone
who does. lt does, however, take a rocket scientist
to fully understand all those terms and how to do it.
Lucky for me I actually did work on a rocket project
in my day. Now a bit wiser, I decided to fully (micro)
manage the process of Engine #1 rebuild. I was

going to get down and dirty,
making all the major decisions
about the pedigree of this
engine. Engine #1 had come
to me in the coupe. When I

bought the coupe in 1975, it
had 36,000 miles on it and
I spent 3 years rebuilding/
restoring it. I drove it for 4,000
miles then parked it and lt has
been in my garage since 1990
without ever moving or starting
It has great genes to start with.

When we took that engine apart
last month, we only had to replace the flywheel,
which was previously resurfaced beyond limits, so I

cannibalized the flywheel from the roadster engine.
It has stock S90 pistons and cylinders. The crank
from that engine measured STD/STD which makes

it a very rare piece. To assure the
longevity of the crank, hardening and
stress relieving is paramount. The
heads have never been flycut and are
still wear the black anodizing. Since
the crank is still Standard, I did not
have to worry about the hardness.
However, I did want to stress relieve
the metal. There are two ways to
do this. The first is to shot peen the
crank which is the traditional method.

Since shot peening involves blasting metal beads on
the surface, this has the potential to warp the part
and is not consistent. The second method, which is
relatively new, is Cryogenic Processing. This process
involves lowering the temperature of the part to

-300 degrees F, then gradually
raising the temperature to
+300 degrees. This is all done
in a controlled environment.
The cold-heat cycle relaxes
the metal and then realigns
the molecular structure to
relieve all the stress. Cryogenic
Processing improves the wear
resistance and durability of
metallic parts, so I was sold. My
friend Dan performs Cryogenic
Processing at his factory so
I made the arrangements to
bring my crank, flywheel, cam

in the FMEAwas that one
of the journals had been
heavily reworked. Material
was added and a very bad
grind performed. That is what
caused the failure. GRRR!!
There were other examples
of poor workmanship and
misrepresentation. "But it
isn't."

So here is the lesson that I

hope everyone does not have
to learn: lnspect, magnaflux,

t
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lifters, and oil pump gears to have them treated. I

was ushered into the office by Roger Lubeck to see
the unit. Cute, I got a great laugh. lt was the first time
I was able to smile in a long time. Thanks guys.

The realprocess takes 24 hours to perform. I am
now much happier knowing that I have taken every
step necessary to have a great engine that should
give me many hours of pleasurable driving. The
parts made their way back to Jim Ansite's shop
shortly aftenrvards. The assembly process started
immediately.

While I was at it, I took pictures of all the numbers.
The unique casting number, engine serial numbers,
casting dates, matching case numbers, al! these are
only important to those
anal retentive engineers.
Oh, that's me!

ISSJ,[l3Xl';b333'J,, "Vrhile I was
was cast in May of 1962
The case matching
numbers are 931, the
unique case number
is 65364. Boring
information isn't it?
Each engine case has
a unique casting serial
number, for this engine,
it is 65364. There are
casting dates, this one
in particular is for 5/62,
which means May of 1962. The 3 piece engine case
also had a stamped number on each of the 3 pieces
to match them in the assembly process, this one is
931. This engine has been married to my Signal Red
Coupe since early 1963. lt will now be separated and
installed into my Roadster until my Roadster engine
is completed.

Since I had a bad knee and could not get into
the Roadster, Frank had the honor of driving her
home. He is a lucky kid. Now starts the saga of
engine #2.That story will take a bit longer to write
and complete. S90 cranks in the Standard or 1't
undersized are nowhere to be found. From the 60's
through the 80's, racers discovered the advantages
of the 61617 S90 engines which had the strongest
cranks and lightest flywheels. Thus these engines
could be rewed higher and faster than any other
Porsche engine of the era. All the major components
have long been used up in racing. I have come to the
realization that looking for a nice Sg0 crank may cost
me more time and effort than I want to expend.

C
Auspuff 11 Roar
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R E S T O R AT I O N

Neil Goldberg
3 56 Restoration Specialist

since 1978

Mobile:248.321.5501
Office: 248.588.8665

neil356@aol.com

1 208 E Maple Troy, Ml 48083

\i,m! 356
EUTERPRISES

Comolete Performance
'Parts & Prep

tlS Years Racino Exoerience
We stock for lmmidiaie Delivery

NEW and lN STOCK!
4-G Tall 4th Gear allows a 600 rpm drop @

80 mph to 3600 rpm. Now you can really

cruise cross country!

Call or email for details about all
of our parts and our services.

Phone81068&2059
Vic@ 356enterprises.com

3359 Kirns Mill Road
(E Nqtfr Branch, Mt 48461 5-

}s,
Kt

sr
t

.com

of Gilson Mobrspods Supplie6:
Fabspo€d MoloEpoG - Exhausl Systems, Air lnlakes &

Suspension aomponer{sTareltEEliedng-l
Eilslein, H&R, Cros Suspension Sysbms. Lilering
Hawk, ATE. Pagid E Po6chdD - Brake Pads & RotoB
ATE Sup6r Blus &
P$!ch@, 8osch,

Racrng'Brake Fluid
Mahle - Pans

TROY, Mt 48081

,AHRtr
;z-)?o

r Facility
ECU Tuning-

&

FREET*hlnspecrionstorTracktverts -FREEBrak€FluidwatercontentTettIDOT.|
: PcA Dilcounts :' :

phoner websneAemail

4515 DELEMERE BVLD. shop 24E 549.4016 '}i!"v (' lsr)rrNlol"r!lror!'' ' 
(',n'

ROYAL OAK. Ml 48071 Fdx.248 541 4trl2 rr ,1 : LJ 5r'rrfrL)trrsport! ..rr

4m
7l 717 LUcille Dr., Richmord, Ml 48062

</utootot&,t, &az SEtUg R.po;a,;rq Qn.llotahaas

Richord 0livero
Owner
Ehffiol {R Entetrc n Phone: 248-21 9-04 1 6

Emot: uI7000@ool.com
Web: www.4RKusloms.com
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Moron
Crrrcs
GnuppE

CNTTNDER
OF
EvrNrs

24th Hemhey All Porsche Swap Meet

24th Devil is in the Details see pg 19

24th-26th Gary Kempton Event (Fla)

July

3rd-8th 55th Porsche Parade Chicago

15th-18th Elkhart Lk Redman Event

31st Motor Cities Gruppe 30th

Anniversary Celebration. Please see page 5 for
more information.

September

10th-12th Watkins Glenn Vintage Races

1 0th-1 2th Frankenmuth Autofest

19th Drive Your Porsche Day 2010

22nd-261h Registry East Coast Holiday

Cleveland, Ohio. Please see page 17

for more information.

April

May

16th Spring Tour and Board Meeting

See page 4

June August

October

2nd-3rd Gruppe Fall Color Tour and Board Meet-

ing Westem Michigan

11th-'l2h Slod$rd Swap Meet

18th-20th Bay HarborVintage Show

20th Eyes on Design

25th-27th Mid Ohio Vintage Grand Prix

7th-8th Alden Sports Car Show

1Sth or 22nd SEM Picnic

17th-21st Back to the Bricks in Flint

21st Woodward Dream Cruise

November open

December
5th Gruppe PartyHoliday

Porsche CIub of America Multi-Region Swap Meet
Presented bv the Sl,\1, RSlt ct, llotorstaclt Itegions

Featuring the 356 Nlotor Cities Gruppe

All Zone 4 Regiorrs have beerr invite<I. inclutling:

W'cslerrr ][ichigal, Miclriana. and Nlaumcc \alley

Hostecl by Porschc ol'Farrnirrgton Hills
37911 Grantl River Avcnucr

l,'armingtorr llills. I'11 48335

Saturrlal' 17 April 2010

10:00 arn 2:00 prn

This everrt rvill be insicle. so corle rain or shine!

For tables contact. Dave Btrrtorv.248.882. 0231

t0
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Four 7peeds
and

Orum brakes

byTomTate
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Wintef had just started ro tighten
its icy grip after the holidays and before I
knew it the boarding pass was printed for the

trip to Sebring for an HSR race with my 356 friends. Like we did last

year, my son, Rob, was to fly in from Phoenix and share in the driving
chores for the three-hour race. It turned out to be more of a chore than
we had imagined.

This year was a little different as

daughter, Kaitlee and her fianc6, Brian,
had bought a house in Orlando so the

first night's lodging was handled as

we flew in on Wednesday afternoon. It
was nicer that most hotels, the fact that
Johnny Black was waiting didn't hurt.
The fust practice for our group was on

Thursday morning at 8:30 am so that
meant a prefty early start since we were
two hours away. I love to beat the GPS

estimated arrival time and at 5am it isn't
that tough. We gained thirry minutes on

All went well as he found his way around the track
after ayear away. He had an unfair advantage as

he had spent a couple ofhours the night before
driving the course with Brian on some sort of
video game. I tried the same game but couldn't
even keep the thing on the track at 30 mph so I
gave up. Something about eye-hand coordination
that required steering with your thumb that I just
can't seem to master. Just give me the real thing,
I'll be fine. My practice went smoothly later in
the day and we seemed to be settling in just fine.
The next day was more practice and qualifying
and Rob put the car in the middle of the pack. Vic

had brought along a ringer this year and we couldn't
catch him all weekend. That was John O'Steen, a long

time racer that had driven just about every Porsche out there. He won
the Dalona 24hr in l98l driving a 935 with Bob Akin and Bobby
Rahal and he could really hustle that 356 around like that victory was
just yesterday. John was an SCCA champion in a Speedster years ago

and I guess that's a skill that just never leaves. I think he has spent

more time on race tracks than I've spent in my garage, and that's a lot
of time. He and Vic were very helpful
giving us both the secrets to Sebring's
3.7 miles."'Done? Can't qou drive

acarwithoutJclutchZ
Go ahead and drive
it, qouwon't hurtit.'

pollen lik. a true racef)5

a two hour ride, not bad for Route 27 with all its stop lights. That was

a trip I had taken many years ago in the back of a Nash Metropolitan
with trvo school friends. Most of you know that there is only a shelf
behind the two front seats in those tiny cars and that was my spot for
a very long ride to see the races at the old airport. This run in aMazda
3 rental car was much more pleasant. Vic Skirmants had the car out
of the trailer when we got there, but when started there was a leak in
a front oil cooler due to high oil pressure. It was only 4l degrees at

the track that morning and when the engine fired with cold oil, the

pressure blew out one ofthe front coolers. It only took a few minutes
to bypass the cooler and Rob was offto the grid for practice.

Auspuff 14 Roar

The race after qualifuing was the Club
Sport Porsche Challenge and I elected
to run that one. There was a mix-up on
the start as the race before it was delayed
due to some track damage that took a
while to clean up. Apparently to keep us

on schedule they cancelled the session
just before our race and, while we
expected to start a half hour late, it was

actually started on time. That meant a rush to pit lane to start at the
back of the pack, but for me that just made it more fun. Vic charged

through the pack and finished second in class; quite a feat but, not
unusual for him. My time was spent passing slower cars like 91416's
and early 911's. I had a great time.

The next moming was Rob's fum and he was ready to go an hour
early. With a mid pack position and his first green flag start, he

charged off like a veteran. Near the end of the 30 minute race, the pin
dropped out ofthe shift rod leaving him in second gear and his race
was over. It was a chance to learn about the agony ofdefeat, I guess.

He took it well and Bill Stephens, our crewman from Great Britain,
had it fixed in no time.
I think that we have the
best crew in the paddock
including Bill's wife, Anita,
and Barbara Skirmants
both looking out for us

like mother hens after their
chicks.

The Enduro on Saturday
aftemoon was the race

that we were both looking
forward to- 3 hours of
driving as fast as you can
go. There were to be two
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Gruppe Membership
and W'ebsite Info rmation

I
III

mandatory pit stops of 5 minutes each and that would give us plenfy
of time to gas up and switch drivers. I started the race and, like Rob,
kept out of trouble and went off to play with a silver 91416.lt didn't
take long to find out the parts of the course where I was faster and

could pass. I watched his taillights on the straight and he watched
mine after the hairpin. We must have done four or five laps of that
game before I discovered that down shifting was getting tougher. I
still had a flrm clutch pedal and there was no slippage but flat out
on the back straight I pushed the pedal down and it had no effect. It
wouldn't disconnect. The car was still pulling like a train. Oops, no
clutch.

I've driven cars with no clutch before, I even wrote a column years

ago about driving the family from NJ to Medfield, MA in a BMW
without one. It was quite an adventure and not all that tough. But this
was a race and not being able to change gears quickly was definitely
a problem. Besides, this was not my car and I didn't want to do any
further damage. I signaled the pit that something was broken and let
the 91416 drive off in the distance. When I pulled in and shut the car
offour efficient crew began fueling and Rob hopped over the wall
suited up ready to go. Vic was in the pit waiting for his driver change

so I went over to tell him that I thought our race was done. "Done?

Can't you drive a car without a clutch? Go ahead and drive it, you
won't hurt it." Spoken like a true racer. Rob had driven all sorts of
beaters and kaew how to match the gears when shifting so he was

certainly game. The starting was a little more difficult, since this car
had no first gear and an engine that didn't want to run under 2500
rpm. But, like a street car, Rob turned the key with the car in gear, a

couple ofguys helped push him until the engine caught and he was on

his way.

Shifting takes more time when you have to match the gears carefully
and that became a challenge. The normal trip down the front straight
was foot to the floor until the brake point then hard on the brakes, a
downshift to third and a turn in to turn one under full throttle. With no
clutch, sometimes it went in quickly, sometimes it took another try.
The trouble was that, when a second try was needed, you were one or
two car lengths past the turn in point by the time it was done. Turning
late at something near 100 mph got pretty exciting. Once we got the
hang of it, our lap times only suffered by about 5 seconds a lap and it
was still a lot of fun.

The next two driver changes went smoother because we knew that
we could do it. It's interesting how confidence helps your game, what
ever it is.

We finished fifth in class and 28th out of 42 cars, not bad for a 50 year
old car with a couple of amateurs driving. Besides, we have this great
story to tell. Isn't that what endurance racing is all about? Can't wait

A membership address list is updated and published biannually
and is mailed to all members with dues paid to the current date.

Please check your address label for the year to see if your member-
ship is currenr:

Please send dues to:
Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road

North Branch,MI4846l
Dues are $20 per year.

Also, please send your current
e-mail address to Barbara at: skirmantsphughes.net

This ensures that you will be kept up to date with important
Gruppe information. Also note that your information will not be

used for commercial purposes.

You can also got to our website 356mcg.com for current infor-
mation. Please send any material suitable for the website to Tom
Hudson at hudson@chartermich.net
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23Td A,VruUAL PORSCHE SWAP MEET

June 12, 8 a,tn, to 3 p,m.
FEIFISEHE

FEtFIgEHE

All Porsche Vendors Welcome - Call For Details!
* NEW & USED HABD TO FIND PARTS

- PORSCHE VENDORS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY
- PEOPLES CHOICE PORSCHE CAR SHOW
* OLD & NEW PORSCHE CARS ON DISPLAY

=TEEIEI=FIEI38845 lvlenlor Avenue - Will0ughby, 0 hio 44094
Ph0ne: (440) 951-1040/ (800) 342-1414 - Fax: (440) 946-9410

l,uww,stoddard.cont

PEIFl=EHE

El,-tE qt-u-

Eyrs oN DrsrcN 2010
suNpeY IUNE 20rH

This year's'Eyes" show is planning to include an'evolution of Porsche 911'grouping, but
another theme is to re-create the 1960 Auto Show -'It's 1960 all over again!" This display will be for
nicely preserved 1960 cars to bring alive this 50 year retrospective. That, of course, includes 1960
356's.
all fall

We are looking, however, for all 1960 vehicles, not just Porsche's Foreign or domestic vehicles
under our big tent.

Fof rn0fe inforrnation please call lohn Sindroc( at 586 2L2 3575'
'r ll
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356 Registry'.$T, Coast Holidrv 2t010

S*ptenrhe r 2') - 26 o Clevelancl. Ohio

\lark rorrr rlalc lrooL

(lL'tclurrrl's rrrost lrrrstiu'iolrs n('iglrlx)r'lroorls. lirll ol'uorrrk'r'lirl slro;rPirru arxl rlirrirrg csllrlrlislrrrrr.rrts.

\ lenlalirt' sclrerlule oIererrls:
\\r'r1.1)22 \r'r'irrrl. lk'{i'lrrrliorr.r'al orlrourourr.llosPilulilr Srritr.oqr,'n.

'l'lrrrlsrlrrr l) 2'i 'li'r'lr Scssiorr.. l)r'irirrg'lilrr':. \rrri.lt (lrrrrrllr. \\irrr'(,orrnlrr.
(,orrr;rcliliorr('\('lls: \rrlo (lrrrss llill (,lirrrlr 'll'uck 'l'lJ \.
7-1I prn.: lilrckun,l lloll llrrllol'l"rrrtrr'\\r'k'orrrl l)irrrrm:rrrrllorrrs o['tlrc lircilitr.

l'r'irllr l) 2{ \ \S \ (,k'rrrr litsclrrllt ( lcrtlcl lorrr: l0 rr.rrr. lirsl 10 pcoplt.. Iir'tl corrrc lirsl scnr,.
'li't'lr Slssiotrs. l,ollr tlrr"ll'olL'r 'lirrrls lirr Slrottscs.
( )1rcrr I lorrscs al Slorlrlarrl. l'lurcl \\ t,r'kr. \llrlslrlrll (iolrlnurr \lolor Slrk.s.

(i p.rrr.: \ risil to (llursrirr l;alls Olrio" rr rltlritrt \r'n [rrrc'lurrrl rillrrs'r'uillruorrrk'r'lirl rcslurrnrrrls.

slurppirre.nrrlking. lutprontpltt citt'sltou.r'itr uill lllocalr,pull'irrgloorrlrrrr,rrrh('r('rrs.
(,otttottt's ltt II't'r'lrttront ( irrrnlrr (,ltrlr.

\urrrrls llrrrrrlrrr'l irl llrr' \lln'ioll.
Sllrrrrlirr 1)2i:
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tvlid-Ohio Vintage

Gyand Prix wae a

Major Gruppe Event?T

tr$eDeuil's $21urday, April 2+r\

10 ,, tu * prn

H.ld at A*turnetrie Cullisiun

17?B nlrpl.lr*n Dr. in T'uy
Lf yan apprec)de drivitS a e/.an,

polished dld u.J/ eared for PorSchet

ths *cft is {or yaa

Brought to you by: Munkt Moton o Autometrk [ollision

Alloy Wheel Repoir o AutoZone l|obbies

I Dynomic Dents o John R Auto Gloss o Kormorln (lossics

Mobil I o Motor [ity AutoSpo o 0'Reilly Auto Ports

Point Shield o Poult lnleriors o Window linting by (riston

(uutli. bags. Fuud & d.ink. Rffl.t
fho 6th ann*,al Devil's in tlr. Details is er,rning and $is year if s bigg.., Letter, and shini., tf,an .vor!

Due to populor demond, t,ve re(ommend thot you RSVP to: devil @munks.com

x
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,tdotor Ci,t[es Gr
3369 Klngs fittl

uooe
dJ"d

North Bratrch, fiI +f+61

6Ei

356 Literoture (ond Misc) Collection for Sole

Registry & Club Newsletters, Monuols, Literoture, Holidoy Progroms - Bodges -
Videos, Posters , Group Photogrophs, Tools, & Misc. items.

For Complete Listing ond prices contoct Fred Sheill ot fredsheill@live.com

In This Issue...
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