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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
David Peterson

ere we are, rolling into
the end of March -
and I have managed to

extend my streak one more year.
And that is my marvelous ability to
march through another Winter of
Great 356Intentions. And what ex-
actly is a Winter of Great 356 Inten-
tions? As soon as I describe the win-
ter 2000-2001 list, many of you out
there will nod your head up and
down, and silently say "Oh, me too!
I'm not the only one who suffers
from the Winter of Great 356 Inten-
tions."

So, what is the list? Well, everyone
has a slightly different one;but mine
goes like this for the past winter:
firming up the driver and passenger
seats, installing 3-point seat belts, de-
tailing the interior (easier when the
seats are off the premises), isolating
my engine oil leak, applying a fresh
coat ofpolish and wax, and research-
ing possible colors to repaint the car
next winter.

So, before I confess what I actually
accomplished - what did your list
look like?

Now, my winter completion sheet
consists of the very first item...kind
of. I did get the seats out to Russ
Taggart for him to work his magic,
which he has done. The "kind of'
part is that the seats are still out at
Russ' shop - and when you read this,
I'll be cruising in an Audi 44 with
Barbara somewhere in Spain. Which

translated into 356-speak is: "I'll be
picking up the seats sometime in
the second week in April. And then
still detailing the interior (at least
that part underneath the seats) be-
fore our first spring event."

But next year will be different!!

But the most important thing is that
other than sliding the seats back on

"...there is nothins on mv

-.-.-..-€J
list that will keep me

out to the Garage
Tour hosted by Bill

in May. So, I'll
all there from the

number of tub owners. And that's
where you come in. You can help
contribute to sustaining the vibrancy
of the Motor Cities Gruppe events in
four ways:
Join in the activities such that each
outing is a success.

Provide the Board of Trustees (Ted
Dunham, Sebastian Gaeta, Barbara
Skirmants, Bill Toburen and me)
with feedback on the events; what
you really liked and what we could
improve for the next time.

Suggest new activities or events to
include on the Motor Cities Gruppe
calendar, as we always have a con-
cern of keeping a freshness to the
overall collection of activities.

Assist in hosting an event (lots of
ways apply the word 'assist' here).

Well, I'm truly looking forward to
seeing you at the Garage Tour. Be-
cause not only is it the first driving
event of the year, but I also know that
there are an awful lot of folks out
there that don't suffer from the Win-
ter of Great 356 Intentions -

Which means we will be able to
'ooh' and 'aah' over the labors of
those who have freshened up their
machines or have rolled out a 'brand-
new' classic during those winter
months. Again, one of the fun mo-
ments!!

seat of the litde
red cab."

their tracks, there is nothing on my
list that will keep me rolling out to
the Garage Tour hosted by Bill Tobu-
ren in May. So, I'll see you all there
from the driver's seat of the little red
cab.

And as you can see in the calendar on
page 8, we've got a great mix of
events planned for the year - primar-
ily a continuation of those activities
that have always attracted the greatest Dave Peterson
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udging by some of the ques-
tions I receive, now would be
a good time to cover some
of the general maintenance

procedures to keep the 356 running.
I won't rehash the factory recofirmen-
dations because it's been so long
since I've looked at them I honestly
don't remember; and I'm too lazy to
look it up. I'm going to express my
opinions on the frequency of doing,
changing, or adjusting whatever
needs to be done, changed, or ad-
justed.

J

B.e-gap the plugs
to .026 - .O28", or
throw them away if

they have reached 12,000 miles. I
can't keep track of Champion plug
nomenclature changes; I've been
sticking to Bosch plugs for quite
some time. Bosch W6BC are good,
reliable plugs for our cars. NGK and
Champion also make good plugs, but
I don't have much experience with
their different numbers.

If your engine is basically healthy
and you keep them property gapped,
they will not foul up unless you drive
like a little old lady; in which case
what are you doing in a Porsche?
However, the warmer, WRTBP plati-
num plugs might be a safer bet for
less fouling.

Getting back to maintenance, while
gapping the plugs you should also
check the ignition dwell and timing,
and lubricate the distributor cam; also
pull off the rotor and put one drop of
oil on the felt pad in the center of the
distributor shaft; that's for the ad-
vance mechanism. I set the point
dwell with a static dwell meter; if you
use a feeler gauge, you will have to
file the points smooth first for a
proper adjustment. Replacement of
points depends on how they look. If
they are very piued or if they have
over 12,000 miles on them, they
should be replaced. I don't have a
regular schedule for replacing the

condenser, rotor, or distributor cap.
I do check the spark plug wires and
plug connectors with an ohmmeter.
If the resistance is too high, the
trouble is usually in the connectors;
they have a resistor in them for ra-
dio interference suppression. This
resistor deteriorates with age.
Never use graphite-center wire; it's
useless.

One of my rebuilt customer street

engines "developed" a knock. It
seerns the engine was running a little
rich and had fouled a spark plug. Af-
ter his local mechanic replaced the
plug, the customer's engine had a

knock and a loss of power. Appar-
ently the parts store gave him a
Bosch W6DC plug, when he had
asked for a W6BC. The W6DC is
only another 3/8 in. longer than the
W6BC! Yes, the piston had hit the
plug, closing the electrode (therefore
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no spark), and fuithermore, it was hitting the
threaded body of the plug, hence the knock.

Dave Butcher, Ft. Worth, TX, sent some cur-
rent Champion spark plug numbers. The old
L-85 has become L82C, and the extended tip
LIL-82Y is now L82YC. Dave says he has

used both and is satisfied with them. What
ever spark plugs you use, be sure they have
the proper reach. Compare the new ones to
the old if you are changing types. ff the new
ones have an extended tip and the old ones
didn't, put one in, rotate the engine with a

wrench, pull it back out, and check that the
electrode hasn't been closed by the piston. In
99Vo of the plug changes, especially with
fairly standard pistons, you should have no
problems. If the new plugs have a noticeably
longer threaded body, don't put them in. You
probably got the wrong plugs. Also, if you
have a race engine, don't even think about ex-
tended tip plugs.

f p"..onully have never encountered a worn
I out Porsche distributor. Of course here in

Itn. rust belt, all of our mechanical parts

are low mileage, but that old cast iron Bosch
distributor is still one viable piece of equip-
ment. I find that most distributors simply
need a slight disassembly for lubing the ad-
vance mechanism, and then proper reassem-
blv.

The Bosch 050 distributor is good and has

the same 15 degree total advance as the origi-
nal. We have used these on our race cars, but
the total advance requires setting the static ad-
vance so low that the starting and idle per-
formance suffer. Also, parts availability is
sometimes spotty. The Bosch 009 distributor
only puts 10 degrees of advance (20 degrees
at the crank), so has been preferred for an all-
out race engine. Unfortunately, some 009s
have a retarded #3 lobe for the VW boys, and
the points supplied with the 009 were not al-
ways heavy-duty enough to preclude point-
bounce at high RPM. Substituting 050 points
solved that, but the problem remained of not
knowing if you were getting a good-lobe or
retarded-lobe distributor. No one seemed to
have a definitive answer, some people even
claimed there was never a non-retarded-lobe
009!

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continuedfrom page 5)

My personal preference is a stock
cast iron body Bosch distributor.
There are plenty of them out there,
the points, the condenser, cap and
rotor are all readily available and
the advance curve is right for a
street-driven car. For arace engine,
I disassemble the distributor, add
some weld material to limit the ad-
vance to 10 degrees, then rebuild
with the early 91 1 points. part
number 901.602.960.O3, Bosch
number I 237 Ol3 60. These have a
heavier spring and won't float at
any RPM the engine is capable of.

floor and beat it gently with a ham-
mer all the way around. This will ex-
pand it, without diminishing the
thickness appreciably. Don't hit it
too hard, or too much in one spot; it
will split. Also, the gasket has to be
glued to the cover firmly, otherwise it
will work itself inward.

For those of you with the ball-check
valve covers (S-90 and later Supers),
something to check if you have a per-
sistent valve cover leak. The ball-
check housing on some of these can
actually interfere with the cylinder
head, keeping that area of the cover
from seating properly. With the
holddown clip off, check to see if the
cover rocks back and forth. ff there is
interference, file the end of the ball-
check housing. Usually just the top
part interferes.

Do Your Valve Cover Gaskets
Slip? First of all, you have to use a
good glue between the gasket and
cover, not a sealer, such as silicone.
Clean the cover, fit the gasket. Many
gaskets have shrunk while in storage,
so they don't fit. I have seen many
old-time articles about soaking the
gaskets in warm water, then drying
them, etc, etc. Sounds great if you
have two days to replace a lousy gas-
ket, but since you're probably in a bit

of a hurry, just use my tapping with a
hammer procedure that was ex-
plained previously. Now apply a
contact cement on the cover and on
the gasket; make sure you get the
glue on the right side of the gasket.
Wait 7.36 seconds and put them to-
gether. Install the cover, being care-
ful not to slide it before you pop the
clip in place.

Do you have problems with your
valve cover gaskets "growing"? It
sounds as if they're not properly
glued in place. The gasket has to be
firrnly attached to the cover. The
best way to do this is to use a good
contact cement. 3M yellow weather-
strip cement is very good for this.
Apply a bead of glue to the gasket, a
bead to the cover, wait a minute, and
press together.

orsche used to recom-
mend adjusting the
valves on the 356 series

every 1500 miles. Unless you drive
like an animal, every 2500 - 3000
miles is alright. After an engine re-
build and valve grind, I usually adjust
the valves with .002" extra clearance
to permit the valves to seat without
closing up the lash excessively. I
then readjust after 300 miles to the
recommended setting, then again in

he valves should be
adjusted every 3000
miles unless the en-

gine has just been overhauled, in
which case they should be adjusted
after the first 300 miles, then an-
other 1000, then another 2000, then
every 3000. Ofcourse they have to
be set cold.

While on adjusting valves, if you
have to replace the valve cover gas-
ket, and the new one is usually too
small, rather than soaking in hot
water to expand it, I've been using a
quicker method. ff the gasket is not
ridiculously under-size, lay it on the
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1000 miles, and then 1500 miles. ff
the valve clearances haven't
changed much, I then go on the
2500 - 3000 mile interval.

I will outline the procedure I use,

while emphasizing the fact that dif-
ferent people use different methods,
all of which are correct, as long as

the basic idea is adhered to: make
sure you are at Top Dead Center (or
near it) for the cylinder you are try-
ing to adjust. Remember that you
do not have to set the crank pulley
with a dial indicator; one inch either
side of the mark will still ensure
you are on the base circle of the
cam, and not beginning or ending a
lift cycle. Various procedures are

used by people from personal pref-
erence; here's mine: (Remember
that the valves must be set cold.)
Remove the distributor cap and
look at the rotor.

On the top edge of the distributor
body is a very light scribed line in
the 4 - 5 o'clock position. The rotor
should point to this line or near it
when cylinder #1 is at Top Dead
Center. Note! It is possible, if your
engine was ever rebuilt, that the dis-
tributor drive gear may not have
been installed in the correct orienta-
tion, in which case check to see

where the ignition wire for #1 is lo-
cated in the distributor cap. Assum-
ing you've found the approximate
point where #1 should fire, look at
the crank pulley. It should be close
to the "OT" mark. Now rotate the
crankshaft clockwise to the point on
the pulley that is 180 degrees oppo-
site "OT". You are now hopefully
on #4, which is the left rearward
cylinder, and your distributor rotor
has rotated 90 degrees clockwise
from #1. Rearward and forward on
a Porsche are always referenced to
the direction of travel; the flywheel
is the forward end of the engine, the
crank pulley is the rear of the en-
gine. Some people jack up the car

to get to the valves; it is not neces-
sary, but does make the job easier.
Lay some newspaper under the left
valve cover, pry off the wire clip
holding the cover, gently pull the
cover off, and wipe the oil off your
elbows. Check the gasket in the
cover; if at all loose, replace it. As I
mentioned earlier, be sure to glue it
in place (in the valve cover only).
While checking the old gasket, look
at the oil in the valve cover. If any-
thing of a wearing nature is going

My procedure is to
determine if the
clearance is too loose or
too tight, then: unlock
locknut, loosen of
tighten scf ew very
slighdy, lock locknut,
then check agatn.

wrong with your engine, the particles
will flow up the pushrods and some
will settle in the bottom of the cover.

Take the necessily feeler gauge and
slide it between the valve stem and
rocker arm. Some people now loosen
the adjusting screw locknut, rotate
the adjuster until the clearance feels
right", and then tighten the locknut.
As soon as you tighten the locknut,
your clearance changes, no matter
how tight you hold the screw with a

screwdriver. My procedure is to de-
termine if the clearance is too loose
or too tight, then: unlock locknut,
loosen or tighten screw very slightly,
lock locknut, then check again.

Repeat as necessary. This may
sound tedious, but it isn't any more
difficult than adjusting, then tighten-
irg, and then re-doing because it
changed on you. Because, if you
have to rotate the screw more than
one-half turn, you're probably on the
wrong cylinder or something is wear-
ing too rapidly in your engine. The
exhaust valves are toward the out-
side, the intakes toward the center of
the head. Adjust exhaust and intake,
then rotate pulley 180 degrees clock-
wise to the "OT" mark; you're now
on what is the left forward cylinder.
Adjust #3. Wipe off cylinder head
mating surface, and install valve
cover. Make sure the cover is seated.

Rotate the crank another 180 degrees
clockwise, pull the right valve cover,
adjust #2. Rotate crank one last time
(yes, 180 degrees clockwise), and ad-
just #1. ff you've stayed awake dur-
ing all this, you may have noticed
that I merely followed the firing or-
der,l-4-3-2. I just start at 4-3-2-1.
ff your engine has been rebuilt and

has different cylinders or pushrods
than originally supplied, stick to the
following:

Basically, for the engines with the
aluminum rocker arm pedestals, alu-
minum cylinders, and long aluminum
pushrods, set to .006" in. and .004"
ex. The pushrods with the short alu-
minum center (long steel ends) had
the same expansion rate as the steel
pushrods.

The S-90 "Ferral" cylinders (thin
steel coating in aluminum cylinder)
are to be treated like the "Super" alu-
minum cylinders with chrome lining
(as far as expansion rate is con-
cerned). The SC and 91.2
"Biral" (thick iron liner in aluminum
cylinder) cylinders are to be treated
like cast iron cylinders. For engines
with cast iron or "Biral" cylinders
and steel pushrods, set to .004" in.
and .006" ex. If you have cast iron
cylinders with the long aluminum
pushrods, be sure to change the push-
rods. W
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APN.If,
l4th-Garage Tour at Munk's

See announcement on
next page

st- Hershey, PA all Porsche
meet, THE biggest in the
Call Barbara Skirmants

for info: 810-558-3692

JIIf,Y
I.7th-Membership Dinner.
Location to be announced.

6th-7th-MCG fall color tour.
Location and Host to be
Announced.

356 Registry East Coat Holiday
Chattanooga, TN.
See announcement in your
try Magazine.

(DoT(DBDn N(DVDL{BDB. DDODLIBDB.

JIIITD
3rd-MCG Spring Tour hosted by BilI
and Sher Toburen. You will receive a
special mailer for this event

9th-Stoddard all Porsche Swap Meet
with model and Literature meet the
night before. Call Barbara Skirmants
for info: 810-558-3692

22nd-24th-Mid Ohio Vintage Gran
Prix Call Barbara Skirmants for info:
810-558-3692

SDPTDL{BDN.

l8th-Membership Dinner.
Location to be announced.

TBA-Motor cities
Gruppe Holiday Party

(DPDIT

Sth-Garage Tour at River Tec in
Ypsilanti. See announcement on
the next page

l5th-Membership Dinner.
Location to be announced

L{AY

AIIGIIST
gth-MCG Family summer picnic
Hosted by Ted and Lanita
Dunham in Milford, MI.
See announcement in June and
August issues of the Auspuff
Roar

l8th-Woodward Dream Cruise!

L[(DT(DN. OITIDS GN.IIPPD OAf,DIIDAB,.
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ApriUMay Garage Tours

tr.

Elizabeth Lake Road

Fl
0a
()

May Tour:

Saturday, May 5th,2001. Starts 10:00 AM at Rivertec 884 Railroad Street Ypsilanti, MI
For Info Please Call Bill Toburen at248-887-3029

Gruppe member Bill Milliken has offered to let us all have a close up look at the
exotic machinery stored at this unique Facility.

McDonald's

Street

Iluron Street

Cross Street

l-94

4
t
j

Avenue

a Huron Street (Exit 183)

9

April Tour:

Saturday, April 141h,2001. Starts 10:00 AM at Munk's Motors 3080 West Huron M-59) Waterford, MI
For Info Please Call Bill Toburen at248-887-3029

Munk's Motors is opening Their Doors to the Motor Cities Gruppe!
Refreshments will be served



St. Christo-
pher. Whatever you know
him by or have heard him

called, he is the Patron Saint oftrav-
elers. Actually, as Vic Skirmants
points out, he was the Patron Saint of
travelers until 1969 when the Vatican
decided he was based on a legend and
not an actual person and demoted
him from Sainthood by taking his
feast day off the calendar. Vic then
referred to him as Mr. Christopher,
which is currently more appropriate
( A note to all of you easily offended
people that this is not a religious
story about St. Christopher but a his-
torical perspective ofthe ties of St.
Christopher with the people who
built our beloved little cars. You may
now resume worshipping whichever
higher power that you wish without
persecution. Thank You).

Nonetheless, the figure of Christo-
phorus (German/Austrian for St
Christopher) has a special meaning
for the founders of the Porsche and
VW cars. The Porsche Family
adopted Christophorus as the Patron
Saint of their companies. Porsche
named their Factory publication
Christophorus in 1952 and it is still
being published to this day.

Recognition plaques handed out by
the Porsche factory in the early days
bore the image of Christophorus. Ted
Zombeck of Dublin, Ohio purchased
one of these plaques from Chuck
Stoddard a few years ago that had yet

Mr. Christopher
by Sebastian Gaeta

AUSPUFF 10 ROAR



to be engraved.

The VW factory issued Christophorus
100,000 Km badges to customers who
had driven their cars that distance or
more. At the time, Porsche had little to
do with VW other than royalties and
some contract engineering, but the peo-
ple at Wolfsburg were obviously fol-
lowing along.

Today the significance of St. Christo-
pher has mostly been lost at both facto-
ries, the only remaining item is the
Porsche factory Christophorus maga-
zine which has not made reference to
the origin of it's name in years. None-
theless, St. Christopher played a big
role in promoting the adventuresome
spirit and philosophy of the Porsche
company in the early days. Perhaps his
demotion had something to do with his
fade from glory? Long Live Mr.
Christopher, 

W

St. Christopher was celebrated as
the patron saint of travelers by
many.Items depicting him in-
cluded Key fobs, Dash and Grill
Badges, Shift Knobs and Visor
pins. Non auto related items I have
seen are money clips, cufflinks,
pocket knives, and even bicycle
bells.



T, s rnar ume agaln - mar
I tlme ot dav when I'm over-

.L*n"rmeo Dy recnnology.
You know, the kind of technology
that gives the entire world instant ac-
cess to me. My pager has btzzedfor
the sixteenth time today, voice mail
tells me that I have eleven unan-
swered messages, email is receiving
message nine of fourteen and my
Palm Pilot is reminding me that I am
late for my son's indoor soccer game.

I race to my car, press the keyless
unlocking device, lights blink and I
can open the door. Once inside, I
turn the key and one of the car's
computer systems puts the seat posi-
tion, outside mirror position and
steering wheel into my memory posi-
tion. I get instant feedback on the
automobile's diagnostics, the outside
temperature and the CD and track
number. Meanwhile, I have to actu-
ally look at the car's tachometer to
see if it is running as I can neither
hear nor feel the vehicle in any way.
The climate control is busy adjusting
the cabin temperature and the seat
heating device is busy warming both
my posterior and the steering wheel.

The driving experience is much the
same. An assault of technology and
electronic stimuli. The car uses the
most advanced Audi all-wheel drive
system to plow through the snow, ice,
salt and water of the gray Michigan
dusk. It has stability management,
anti-lock braking and a tiptronic
transmission that has the car in just
the right gear at just the right time. If
a trailing car's lights are too bright
for me, my rearview mirror automati-
cally adjusts. Should I become lost
on my way, directional assistance is
close at hand. I'm quite sure that if I
sneezed, a kleenex would appear out
of the steering wheel to wipe my
nose. You get the idea here - all of
my senses have been stimulated by
this barrage and yet nothing has been
excited. In fact, all the aforemen-

tioned technology has left me with
a clouded head and deadened
senses. A situation made worse by
a glance at the calendar on my
wrist - six more weeks of this...
Uugghh!!

It's just about now when I feel the
need to focus and clear my head.
Clarity for me has always been
about two things, escape and sim-
plicity. As a child, grabbing my
bike and blasting off or longs walks
with my dog to sort out the day's
events or troubles was escape
enough. As an adult, finding this
type of sanctuary had become in-

creasingly difficult. That is until I
stumbled across my 1964 356 SC
Coupe...AKA - The Think Tank.

The Think Tank is SO not about
technology. It's not all-wheel
drivin', antilock brakin', CD shuf-
flin', bun toastin', nose wipin',luxo
cruisin' down the road. ln fact, gbout
the only thing that it shares in com-
mon with my auto technology is four
wheels and an engine. Indeed, in or-
der to operate the Think Tank prop-
erly, all outside technology has to be
shut off and my world reduced to
what is close at hand. You see best

AUSPUFF 12 ROAR



operation requires feel and focus.
Isn't that cool! The perfect escape,
chuck it all, grab the keys and find a
two-laner.

It is here, in the midst of the curyes
and shape, smell and purr that virtu-
ally all of my senses are excited.
From the walk to the garage, to the
feathering of the throttle, the feel of
the engine's turning and the thunk of
the driver's door I am excitedjust to
be a part of this experience. As I said,
driving a 356 has absolutely nothing to

13
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Contirutedffi'tSage 13)

not,:bommunicating easier than
communicating. I don't know what ..

it is really, but I do know that the
356 seems to feel it too. It-$;almost
as if the car waits for us toilgme
into it. Once inside, it reveals it's
personality and begins the ritual of
simultaneously smoothing and
stimulating my soul back from
frenzy to cahn. If all this sounds
too dramatic, it is important to say
that we all need an escape from the
junk that clutters our lives - a place
where we are safe and the experi-
ence is secret and special. There is
a mutual respect here - between the
car and us - something that the
modern world for all it technology
so lacks.

This know s a great secret of Michigan in
cess to this

from1S .. ::'

leftTo

Nothing has the ability to bring it
all into perspective like the 356.
All of this is accomplished through
simplicity. Simplicity of shape, ab-
sence ofgadgetry and absolutely no
elecffonic bells and whistles.
What's left is just the car, simple
and pure. How can we as 356 fans
explain this? The fact is that we
cannot. We only need know it for
ourselves.

for ways to feed the addiction.
Certainly, gathering at Neil's on
Saturday morning helps, but how
many times can I lift the cover of
Dennis Denyer's SC and sit inside
before I've worn out my welcome.
Also, I can surf Ebay and the rest
ofthe internet but then I am back
inside that whole technology thing
and I am escaping nothing. I can
pour through books on the subject,
and while they are useful, they
tend to be two dimensional.
Lastly, I can drop in to see Vic
and Barbara but really, disturbing
Obi-wan-kanobi while he is work-
ing too often can disturb the
whole Motor City Gruppe
"Force", and I don't want to be
responsible for that.

once per month or so. Too much
more, and I would want to drive it.
When I am there I go through the
mental list of things to do. Check
the tires, fluids, move it to prevent
flat spots, wipe any fingerprints,
etc. Then I allow myselfjust one
more thing, get in and close the
door. Now,I can almost feel it.
Soon, the day will come when I can
free both the car and us from win-
ter's bond. The time when we will
disappear down the two laner - no
bells, whistles, pagers, computers,
faxes, emails, voice mails or sched-
ules. Just us and the Think Tank;
the smells, sounds, sights and feel
of it's every move. For today, I am
just plotting and doin' time; waiting
for that time again.....

So I am left to the "visits". I store
the Think Tank in a warm car
storage facility. I do this to pro-
tect the vehicle from the nastiness

'if*
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Once we leave the driveway to take a
trip with a specific destination in
mind we think about beating the time
we took to get there the last time. If
there's another car junkie in the car
with us, we have to beat their time.

Speaking just for myself though, I
admit to being sneaky, I don't make a
big to-do about it, I just give the
watch a cursory glance and write it
on the note pad that is used to keep
track of trip expenses. I put down the
current mileage, the cost to fill up the
tank. the miles-per-gallon and ah, cal-
culate how long it will take me to get
to, say, the bridge in Cincinnati, just
before you go into Kentucky. Last
time it was 4 hours 48 minutes 38
sec. I was traveling alone and could
punch on the stop watch without Les-
lie asking what I was doing. OK, I
guess that makes me a bit anal.
Maybe anal-compulsive-competitive.

A few years back, Gary Kohs and I
were on our way to Chicago. I had
the outgoing leg. He beat my time
back from Chicago to Huntington
Woods by 32 seconds. Thirty-two
seconds. One light, one stinking light
was the difference. 'Course the cop
that followed us through Huntington
Woods at 25 mph didn't help either.
My next round trip to Chicago, I ffied
to beat that time. Didn't.

But that 'gotta go!" behavior pattern
came to mind last Saturday when I
heard that Dennis Denyer was resting
comfortably, without any real pain in
Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak.

The Denyer brothers, and let's not
leave Neil Goldberg out of this, they
like to get there. ff it could be
worked out, Neil would probably pre-
fer to use the fundamental system
that road warriors like Dan Gurney
and Brock Yates did when they ran

the Cannonball Run from New
York to Portofino Inn in Redondo
Beach, California in 35 hours 54
minutes to establish the official re-
cord back in 1972. They were driv-
ing a Ferrari Daytona Coupe. They
stopped to fill up with gas. Potty
stops were sanctioned concurrent
with the gas stop ... not at any other
time. If you had the urge whilst on
the road, use the cup. We're on a
mission here. Beat everyone.

(As an aside, Satch Carlson, one of
AutoWeek's writers was participat-
ing in an off-road rally and time
was obviously really important. He
had rigged up a bag to capture the
urine and a couple of bottles of arte-
sian water with tubes going through
his helmet to his mouth to drink
from. He didn't have time to test
his brilliant system, but you would
think a school teacher would know
the principle behind the siphon.
Once you started, it continues to
flow. Satch went through the first
quart of water in a flash. What he
couldn't swallow filled the inside of
the helmet. But knowing that water
and dehydration could be a problem
in the desert he gulped down as

much as he could as fast as he
could. Damn near drowned him-
self. That caused him to fill up the
urine bag before the first check

point. And he got tangled in all the
tubes and well ... suffice it to say his
driver's suit reminded everyone of a
diaper pail.)

To the Denyers and Goldberg, it's a
waste of valuable time to stop and
have a leisurely meal. Sit down
lunch, are you crazy. Fast food, the
faster the better. Pay in cash. We'll
stop for dinner ... maybe. But only if
gas, dinner, and pit stop can take
place in 16 minutes.

So it's a reasonable scenario that
Dennis was trying to better his record
on his business trip to Rockford,
Indiana. It's usually a five hour trip.
Things were moving along right
smartly. He was riding shotgun in
his boss' Explorer. You all know
how small the passenger bucket seat

is. There isn't much room for a guy
Denny Zamler's size to cross his legs
let alone Denny Denyer.

They had topped up the gas tank be-
fore heading out and they were mak-
ing such good time that it didn't make
sense to stop and change drivers. Be-
sides guys don't think it's manly to
make a fuss about a leg cramp. You
just kind of rub it a bit and hope it
will work itself out.

College size bl
& phlebit
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The five hour trip back tested his pa-



dders

tience and his ability to sit on one
cheek while he tried to straighten his
leg.

After ten hours in the car he men-
tioned to Sue that evening that his
calf was sore.

The next day Dennis was with the
gang that went to the International
Auto Show at Cobo Hall and walked
the five miles it takes to cover the
show and stopped for dinner and sat

on those hard wooden chairs at the
Roma Cafe. And that damn cramp
still hadn't worked itself out. That
calf was sore and now a bit swollen.
That night while getting ready for
bed he mentioned it to Sue again.

This time Sue said, "That doesn't
sound like a cramp, it sounds like you
may have a blood clot."

Denny naturally ignored that. Clot,
what do you know. My cholesterol is
perfect. Like the two are connected.

Within a few days he made a driving
trip to Boston to deliver some equip-
ment. He then made another bonsai
round trip to Dayton, Ohio. And he
made a bunch of regular calls within
a hundred miles of Detroit. This is a
guy who's in the car a lot he's out
there hustling to help his customers

and sell more special powdered
metal materials for his company.
He's a compulsive, get-in-done kind
of guy.
When Sue asked, he'd say, "It's
sore." Sue'd say, "See a doctor."
When that didn't have any effect
she asked if he'd please increase the
coverage of his insurance policy.
She didn't think they had quite
enough to do the things she wanted
to do after he was gone. Travel.
Some new clothes would be needed
after a month at the Spa. A much
warmer place to live in during the
winter months. And "Boy Toys"
were purportedly expensive these
days.

Her last wifely ploy dug deep
searching for the most telling guilt
trip. "What would Abigail,
(Dennis' exuberant West Highland
White Terrier playmate), do in the
evenings if he didn't come home."

After nine days when the soreness

continued and he got tired of having
Sue ask if he had seen a doctor yet,
he thought it would be prudent to
maybe stop by the Rivera Clinic in
Lincoln Park and see Lucy.

Lucy told him to come over as soon
as he could. The symptoms
sounded suspicious.

After an examination Lucy sug-
gested that he have a Venus Dop-
pler exam, it's like a sonogram or

ultrasound. She too mentioned that
word "blood clot" and wrote a script
for the procedure. Denyer promised
to do it a bit later. "No," she said,
"Do it today."

"Oh well, I'll stop at Beaumont.

It's kinda on the way home."

The test said, "Clot." Phlebitis.
Say, isn't that what Nixon had. Did-
n't the anchor men have the popula-
tion a twitter for quite a while. One
intemperate move and the prez was
dead.

Wasn't there a mention on TV re-
cently about a new bride returning
from honeymooning in Hawaii and
while walking from the plane to get
her luggage she collapsed from a
blood clot in her leg that broke off
and went to her heart.

And didn't the networks do a news
story on JAL, Japanese Air Lines,
which had a number of blood clot
deaths from flyers who sat in those
close quarter coach seats for hours-
on-end not able or willing to get out
of their seats and get their circulation
moving again.

Jesus, this could turn out to be seri-
ous.

Folks can die rather quickly when the
blood clot breaks loose and goes to

By Richard Hinson
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the heart

Doc Block, who's done a few autop-
sies in his day, said, "Oh yeah, there
ain't enough time to crack the chest
cavity open to get at the clot. Once it
breaks loose, you're dead or it goes to
the lungs or to the brain."

the test at Beaumont con-
firmed the clot. The re-
sults were phoned to Dr.

Lucy and she told Dennis she was
admitting him. Go to Beaumont
Emergency immediately.

Wow. These folks were getting seri-
ous.

But you know there's immediate and
there's immediate. The guesstimate
was that he'd be in the hospital for
about four days taking a blood thin-
ner to dissolve the clot. Well if that's
the case, Dennis knew that Beaumont
wouldn't have Speedvision so he'd
have to have some reading materials.

That means a quick trip to Auto-
Zone. That's only a mile up the road.
While the paperwork is being proc-
essed, I can nip up there and be back
before they miss me. ff I'm going to
be forced to be an idler for a few
days, I better get the latest copy of
Hemmings, and Excellence, and
AutoWeek, and ahhh ... I1l look for
some other stuff to read. The Grand-
Am24 Hour race at Daytona is com-
ing up on Saturday and the NASCAR
Cup stuff follows that, maybe I
should get Motorsport and
Economacki's rag, Speed Sport News.

Having a blood clot doesn't affect the
way you feel. You don't feel sick. In
Dennis' case he had sore calf and it
swelled up about a third larger. That
was it, what's the big deal. just make
it go away. I got things to do and
people to see.

days he thinks it's time to go home.
He's been there a day longer than
they estimated. The blood tests
show he's making progress but the
numbers still aren't where the doc-
tor wants it to be. Then there's the
differing reports from one specialist
and the resident. One says you
can't go home until the blood tests
look right and he tell you it's ok; the
other says, you just might be able to
go home tomorrow, things are look-
ing good. You're making real pro-
gress. Now, what does Dennis-the-

Hopefully the doctor
will tell him to cool it
until the next work
week starts. Go home,
turn on Speedvision or
the Romance channel
and rickle Abigail.

patient hear ... that he'll be going
home today or at the latest tomor-
row. This sitting around is driving
him crazy.

Sue looks at him and realizes that if
they release him he'll think it's ok to
jump back in the car, go back to
work, and he'll be planning his next
trip as soon as he can. The only
hope is that the doctors have told
him, again, how serious this stuff
can be, once you've had a bout with
Phlebitis the odds are greater that
you'll have another incident. Hope-

fully the doctor will tell him to cool it
until the next work week starts. Go
home, turn on Speedvision or the Ro-
mance channel and tickle Abigail.

So let's see ... what lessons do we
have here.

It's time to take a leaf from the pages
of Vic & Lucy Rivera, Ted & Lanita
Dunham and Dave & Barbara Peter-
son. They are very content to stop
along the way when they travel.
There's a lot of stuff to see. And the
travel kinks don't take up residence.
Even Barb Skirmants has Vic stop-
ping a bit more frequently as they
venture on the long car trips they've
taken the last few years,

Boy, it's easy to say, but oh so hard to
do. My last trip to Florida, I kept
putting in a new Book On Tape, any-
thing to keep the mind focused else-
where, and I made it to Macon, Geor-
gia in 12 hours. Caught all the
breaks. Got through Atlanta before
the rush hour. And I just knew I
could get to Fort Valley. And if I
could ignore the swollen prostate and
the feeling of a full bladder I just
might be able to get to Valdosta.

Dumb.

That clot can kill ya. Then what
would our West Highland White Ter-
rier named Porsche do.

Guess it's time to get another increase
in the term insurance. Maybe I can
get them to write a trip policy like
they do at the airport.

Oh by the way, thanks Lucy, Denyer
is still with us ... in spite of himself.

w

After he's been in Beaumont for five
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Porsche

Chuck Stoddard was kind enough to pass along this info from a 1960's era Porsche Salesman's Handbook
These are the "Ten Steps to Sales Success"

1) Our car is made by many hands for a chosen few. You should give the customer the same individual treatment as
is each vehicle during it's manufacture.

2) Your neat appearance speaks for our company, Your good manners for yourself.

3) Do not let yourself be swayed by emotions. Keep to the point and put the customer at the center of every sales dis-
cussion.

a) OnIy ability not bragging will give you self assurance, and humility will earr you more confidence than a conli-
dential attitude.

5) Let the customer feel that he is receiving special treatment, that he is important and being taken seriously, and
remember that he is right! Be sure you are better informed but without ostentatiously showing it.

6) Hard work will lead you to success - do not let it go to your head, nor be discouraged by failures.

7) Make your customer's dream come true, offer him ideas rather than hardware. Only the beginner sells
automobiles.

8) Be ready to give of your free time in order to make contacts.

9) If need be,Iose a sale rathel fhan a customer.

10) The closing of a sale is only the beginning of a customer relationship.
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drives
amends

anis Joplin wrote "Oh lord
won't you buy me a Mer-
cedes Benz, My friends all
Porsches I must make

A Few Months ago I might have sung
"Oh lord let me drive my old Porsche
again..."

It was the latter part of November, I
had the seats out of the Cab getting
them re-padded for next years driving
season. The tachometer was back
from the repair shop ready to be in-
stalled. I was now ready for some se-

rious maintenance when each year I
wax the undersides of both Porsches.
We were looking for-
ward to the coming
Holidays and our an-
nual trip South. Life
was good.

One last thing to get

out of the way was a

routine Stress Test. I
say routine as there
were no signs of prob-
lems, maybe a little
shortness of breath;
about what you would
expect for a slightly
overweight retiree.
The test was merely to
establish a baseline for
future reference.

Upon completion of
the test the doctor ex-
pressed some concern
and advised that he
would look over some
previous "resting" test results and
call me. By the time I got home the
doctor had already called and re-
quested that I go immediately to the
Hospital for a heart catherization.
The procedure revealed the dreaded
arterial blockage.

This is not good.

By now my entire family was at the
hospital with me and looked worried.

I am now PETRIFIED. When shall
we do this operation? After all it is
the day before Thanksgiving and
there is a 30000 calorie, cholesterol
laden dinner to be consumed.

"We have arranged for an ambu-
lance to ffansport you to Ann Ar-
bor" advise the doctor. But I drove
to the hospital here, certainly we
can drive to Ann Arbor. "No way"
says the doc, there is some blockage
in an artery sometimes referred to
as "The widow maker".

By 8:30 PM on the same day that
started with my "routine test", I am

now at the University of Michigan
Hospital. I am not too concerned
about those important maintenance
things I was going to do. I know that
these operations are now quite com-
mon, however when you are going
through it there is much concern.

The doctor came in to explain what
he would be doing the next day. I

won't go into great detail but can
summarize with there was to be
"cutting, spreading, by- passing,
splicing, closing and stapling." This
sounded like a technical article out of
an old Registry magazinq' the only
thing missing were plasma cutters
and buttwelding.

The day before "The Procedure" is
filled with tests, X-rays medications
and other various fluid checks. By
the time this was to be over I won-
dered if you really needed a heart
with all of the blood that was re-
moved.

I am remarkably calm the day before
"the Procedure" and even sleep
soundly that night. My wonderful
wife and family don't sleep, however,
and have to be on their way at 4:3O

AM to be at the hospital by 5:30.
Diane wakes me from a sound sleep
and I begin to think really about what
is going to happen. Now I am not so

calm.

"Oh Lord Let Me
Drive My Old

Porsche Again..."
by Dick Beecher
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I am taken to the operating area for
the final preparation to get me ready
for the administration of those great
drugs that take you away from it all.
Diane and the family are very brave
and encouraging when they are asked
to leave so the doctor can push the
plunger to take me to "La LaLand."
The last thought was that I hoped to
see my new grandson when this was
over.

You don't even dream. Wouldn't it
have been $eat if those drugs made
you dream that you were driving your
356 on the great roads of Virginia or
Wisconsin; Or that I was leading the

at what seerns like a Bursch exhaust
that is shoved down my throat. I
have a strong gag reflex that is
nearly unbearable. Before the op-
eration Diane promised that she

would have them remove the
dreaded tube as soon as possible.
Diane is already pressing the nurse
to remove the tube. We are advise
that the tube cannot come out until
all breathing was normal. I would
have to be able to blow like extin-
guishing a candle. I know start to
blow like a supercharger. The tube
comes out and I am told that it may
even be record time of one hour for
removal of the tube.

and contemplate my staples. The
next day it is suggested that I
should get up and go for a walk. I
don't think I'm ready for that. At
that time an elderly lady strides by
my door using a walker and I am
advised that she has just had a

transplant. Now I'm shamed into it
and go for a walk.

I am sent home after four days and
am restricted from stair climbing
and lifting and the recovery goes
well. I cannot work on the cars but
the doctor gives the go ahead for
the trip south. I can't put the seats

in the Cab as they weigh too much.
When I tried to
install the tach
my chest began
to hurt so I'11

have to leave
both of those
j obs until
spring. After
all, those things
don't seem as

important now
anyway.

As I am writing
this I am sitting
on a balcony,
the sun is over-
looking the blue
waters of the
Gulf. I wish I
had the Cab
here for some
top down rides
but there is time

for that this summer.

I'm looking forward to a healthy
summer and some
time with the car guys.

Motor Cities Gruppe on a tour racing
along the highway in the left lane at
68.5 mph.

But even better is the part where I
woke up: Diane is already at my side.

The same day, the nurse suggests
that I get out of bed and take a few
steps to sit in a chair.

I don't think so

wI begin thrusting my middle finger up-
wards. I am not displaying the intema-
tional sign of mockery, I am pointing

I don't feel too great, there are these
ugly seams in my leg and chest and
all I really want to do is lay here

Life is good.
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356 on e[aY

Best Seat In the House

j5fome of you will hate me for this and some of you will love me.

Utntost of you won't care one way or another...eBay has revolu-
F7 tionized the car hobby. It has revolutionized many other things

as well, but boy what it has done to/for our hobby is amazing. The
things one can find if you know where to search! Has eBay driven up
prices??? Yup. Has it made the parts hunt easier?? You betcha.

Most items found on eBay you can call up Vic, Stoddard's, NLA et all,
and get them. The items that make it worthwhile are the Hens Teeth;
the parts made from unobtanium, as Mr. Hinson would say. These are
the parts that would take you years of swap meets and phone calls and
car rides and even plane trips (for the really affected) to find. Would
you pay a20Vo premium to find that last part for you car that you've
been lying awake at night dreaming about? Besides Doc Block (See his
ad in any and all Porsche publications for the last 8 years looking for
Brown leather seats for his cab), the answer for most of us is YES.

An Original Service
Manual For a

ZF Limited Slip
Differential

Here are a few of the Hens Teeth that I have spotted recently.

Enjoy.

N.O.S. Medium/Long Wave Radio For Your Pre-A
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N.O.S. Englebert Racing tires were for sale. Note
they are directional

N.O.S interior mirror for
your Gmiind Coupe.

Yikes!

Repro Nurburgring Badge
N.O.S. Motometer

Outside Temperature Gauge.

Janis Joplin Music Box...
Just gotta have one

Speedster D Emblem. You couldn't buy
just the badge, however, as the whole car

was for sale!



Spring brunch at GAR WOOD'S Bayview Lodge

41620 Conger Bay Dr Harrison Twp, MI 48045 810-465-6300
Sunday, April &th, 2001 11:00 a.m.

Join us for Sunday Buffet Brunch $g.gS ea. Separate checks. Gar Wood's is a modem log
building with stone fireplaces and an interesting history about Gar Wood's mechanical ac-
complishments. Come dine, visit, have a refreshment from the winter blahs, view the water,
ducks, geese, and other interesting sights, withyour 356 Gruppe friends. Afterwards there
is an antique show at New Haven High School, just about 7 miles away. Or drive along the
shoreline, let's meet and shake the winter blahs and cobwebs out. Hopefully we will even
see some of our long-lost members from that side of town; who knows maybe even Ron &
Karen Roland (this is in your back yard) and some other east siders? just call or email me
your reservations so Gar Wood's can set up the roomfor us.

Barbara Sktrmants
810-558-3692

skirmants@home.com

For Sale: 1958 A Coupe

For restoration or would
be a greatvintage raceil
Call Bill Rohrer at734-
665-2007 for more info.

This is one grea;t oppor-
tonity to become that
boy racer andf or restora-
tion specialist you know
you can be and teally tick
off your significant other
all in one deal!

Salomon Smith Barney

Providing Comprehensive financial
Services to owners of colporations and
individuals needing financial guidance

r Qualified Retirement Programs
r Private Portfolio Management
o Estate and Trust Services

Call Monica M. Gobba
Financial Consultant
(800) 846-s22e
2001 Commonwealth Blvd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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16 Mile Road Metropolitan Parkway

r-696

Gar Wood's
4L620 Conger Bay Drive

M-59 Hall Road

Conger Bay
Drive

N. River Rd.

S. River Rd.
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Gar Wood's
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NEIL GOLDBERG
M€M8Erl - SMP,'PCA

248-s88-TOO

1208 E. MaPle Rd
Troy, Michigan
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Classic Car Restoration Classes
Washtenaw Community Co
7 34-97 3 -35 43- www. wccnet.org

ege

Welding and metal
fabrication for automotive res-

toration

workshop is designed
just for you ... the auto-
motive restoration hob-

byist. You will be presented the ba-
sic principles of welding, cutting,
joining, and metal shrinking and
stretching. Emphasis will be placed
on working with thin metal, primarily
sheet metal. Get hands-on oxyacety-
lene, TIG welding, and MIG welding
experience in WCC's state of the art
welding lab. You will also learn how
to cut out corrosion, fabricate simple
patch panels, and several methods for
grafting patch panels to the original
automotive body.

ABR 4002 01
CRN:13773
6 Sessions, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, Feb 9 - Feb 11 and Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, Feb 16 - Feb
18 Fridays 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sundays 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Instructor: Staff
Fee:$450

his workshop is designed
just for you ... the auto-
motive restoration hobby-

ist. Learn about and practice preparing
surfaces for paint, paint application,
and how to repair chips and scratches
in this workshop. You will learn about
paint materials and safety. Work in
WCCs top notch automotive paint lab.
You will also learn the basic history of
automotive paint materials, their uses,
and strengths and weaknesses.

ABR 4001 01
CRN:13772
6 Sessions Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday, Feb 23 - Feb 25 and Fri-
day, Saturday &, SundayrMtr 2 -
March 4
Fridays 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Sat-
urdays 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sun-
days 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Instructor: Staff
Fee:$450

-7 
ou wlll recelve an ln-

-,I troductionandover-
.-. view of the automobile

restoration process. We will dis-
cuss topics from technical to phi-
losophical. You will learn how to
organize and manage the project; how
to segment and stage the process into do-it-

yourself and sub-contracted tasks; how to
research and network for information, sources
and services, and about the automol.ive re-
sources available at Washtenaw Community
College. You will also learn to avoid making
many common and costly mistakes that frus-
trate the beginner and hobbyist with limited
experience.

ABR 4000 01
CRN: 13770
3 Sessions: Mar 9 - Mar 11

Friday 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sun-
day 9:00 a.m. to L:30 p.m.
Instructor: Staff
Fee: $140

^4, re you taking your classic or
,l sDecral lnterest automobrle

-4, our or srorage r )rgn up Ior
this Clinic and bring it to WCCs Auto
Service facility. An instructor will put it

on a hoist and review its condition with
you, instruct you on maintenance, and
introduce our new Automobile Restora-
tion Program for about an hour. You are
invited to perform light maintenance and
clean the chassis if you bring supplies.

ABR 4004 01
CRN: 13771
I Session: Either Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday, or Friday, Apr 23 - Apr
27,lz00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Instructor: Staff
Fee: $75

Painting a classic or
special interest automobile

Inspection Clinic

Introduction to auto
restoration
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BLOCK's BOOKS

Spring Speciols
The Fanatrcs Chorce

:\uthenticin' Rerision 3

356 Regrstq,Technical
and Restoration Guide

Dri'i,ing in it's Finest Form (Conradt)

356 Porsche Dehned (Johnson)

Porsche 356 & RS Sp,vders Qlaltbr') soft

Automobile Year #48 (98-99)

Porsche Speedster, Thiriar (English)

Porsche: 4 Cam,4Cvl Sports & Racing Cars

Battle for the Beetie, Ludvigson 32

356 A thru T-6 Electrics 70

Porsche Racing Cars, Oursler 32

Porsche in llotorsport, Ilorgan ,+0

2001 Nerv/Old 356 Calendar 15

Buling, Drir"ing and Enjoving vour 356 20

Porsche Racing trIilestones, Thomas 32

Block's Books
423 Hawk High Hill
Metamora, MI 48455
81,0-67 8-3017 e-mail blocklab@aol.Gom

20

18

45

25

20

45

40

15

Gp,nar-n F. VaNVLTET
ATTORNEY AND CoUNSELoR

Tex eNo Buswpss LRw
WLLs eNp Tnusrs
Esrarr, PLANNntc

CONTACT GERALD AT:

BAN'r.{oN & AssocrArEs V(248) 645-5585
700 EASr MArLE, surre 200F(248) 645-6969
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009

ECIATI
FOR OVER 3OYEARS

VINTAGE MUNKS
248-33 5-5424
munks-com

The Ding Removers, Inc.
207 W. Ann Arbor Trail Plymouth, MI 48170

We remove parking lot, shopping cart & hail storm dings,

etc. WITHOUT body or paint work.

ASK FOR BOB (BASHAWATY)

(734) 4s9-8s 10

27

I D

O a )

D



MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE

4O7O BROOKVIEW COURT
ANN ARBOR, MI 48108

Futting Aseurance lnsuran#B"
*ths back tn


