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R uthe time you read this, we should beU wett on ori *uy to Spring! This retched winter will be
in the rearview mirror as we get our cars back on the road.
Thank goodness! First up on the calendar is a very important
event that we have been talking about since Christmas time.
It's the Shades of Pink Foundation walk at the Detroit Zoo
on April 16th. This is an event that Harry Kurrie and Barbara
Skirmants have asked us to place a special emphasis on with
our membership. lt's not necessarily a 356 event as much
as it is a great cause, which deserves our full attention and
attendance. You don't have to bring your 356 to participate!
So let's get out and support this important event. Talk to
some of your friends and family, put together a group and let's
meet at the Zoo!

Our second club activity is the Spring Tour that Dick and I

are putting together. The flyer is further on in this newsletter.
But, it's simple - please come and join us on May 14th & 1sth

for a trip out to the Kalamazoo area for a visit to the Air Zoo
Museum and the Gilmore Car Museum. We'll be leaving from
the Ann Arbor area on Saturday or you can join us along
the way or meet us at the museum on Saturday if that's

more convenient. We have a nice place to stay and have
dinner planned for Saturday night. Please call me to make
reservations and ask any questions.

Its early in the year, but I want to talk for just a minute about
the fact that we want to encourage all members to consider
running for a Trustee position for the 2012 Board this fall.
We'll have three seats open and we really hope to get some
new blood on the Board. Our current Board does a great job,
but we all recognize that new people bring new ideas and that
rve can all benefit from new points of view. Don't be intimated
by whom you might run against. Some of the incumbents
on the Board would welcome a break if a new, enthusiastic
person wanted to serve. lf you have served in the past, but
it's been a while, c'mon back - we can use your experience. lf
you're new to the club and think it will be too much, it isn't too
much - it does not take a lot of time, but your contributions
will be very meaningful. lt's a great way to learn and to meet
fellow members/enthusiasts. We need to get new members
and members with past experience involved.

Particularly to our younger or newer members I want to say
this please: Ten years ago I wasn't even a member in our club
and I didn't own a 356 (my loss on both fronts). Now, I am
honored to serve as your President and I have been a past
Editor, VP and Trustee. I did this by getting engaged in the
club. True, Dave Peterson nudged me, but then I just jumped
in. My biggest motivation was how nice all of the members
seemed to be - I wanted to get to know them better. With
the slightest amount of effort on my part so many have now
become good friends and when I see them, time flies by too
fast. My second motivation was to give back. I can't be a
craftsman like Ted, Neil or Vic, or many others, but I figured
that if I got involved in the club, maybe I could help our local
356 world a little bit in that way.

So don't worry about the workload, it's not that much work -
come join and help the club grow. We really need you. Don't
hesitate to let us know of your interest and please ask any
Board member or me any questions that you may have about
this.

However you look at it, club membership and the continued
vitality of our Club is not a one-way street, is it?

See you at the Spring Tour!
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