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PRESIDENT'S
LETTER

T, *, column in the last issue of
I Auspuff Roar, I commented on
I the fine turnout of 356er's for the

Spring Tour and the greatjob done by
Toby and Sher Toburen in making it a
successful happening. I would like to
devote a few paragraphs to two up-
coming events, the Summer Picnic
and the Fall Color Tour.

The Summer Picnic is literally right
around the corner. It seems that this
has always been a well-attended out-
ing - for a whole flock of reasons.

First of all, everyone loves a picnic.
Second, there's nothing quite as pretty
as the August sun reflecting off of a
row of clean, sparkling 356's. Third,
it's just a very relaxing way for old
and new friends to spend an after-
noon. Stop and think back to how
many folks in the Motor Cities
Gruppe that you really got to know by
sitting around on a Sunday aftemoon
in August while nursing some cold
beverage. Fourth, there is always at
Ieast one 'new' 356 at the Summer
Picnic - you know, the one that was
being restored over the previous win-
ter and not quite ready for the Spring
Tour. Remember Rick Olivero's off-
white coupe at the Thompson's back
in 1998, and who could forget seeing
Jack Hagerty's black Outlaw parked
on the little knoll at the Dunham's a

couple years ago. Maybe we'll see a
certain stone-grey coupe there this
year. So reserve the 19m on your cal-
endar, check out the particulars on
page l6 of this issue, and call Ted and
Lanita to tell them you'll be there.

And after you have done that, come
on back and we'll talk a bit about
the Fall Color Tour.

In fact, block out the weekend of
October 5-7 while you have the cal-
endar out. Even though it's August,
we've (and especially Barbara Skir-
mants) been busy planning the
Buckeye Ramble. Not all the details
are in place yet, but we've got
enough together to give you a flavor
of what's in store for the weekend.
Our goal is driving on 'great 356
roads', with fine dining and lodging
accommodations, and stops along
the way providing a variety of inter-
esting activities. So here's the
plan....

We'll depart the Detroit area on Fri-
day afternoon or evening for Woos-
ter, Ohio where we have reserved a
block of ten rooms (hopefully not
nearly enough). The intent here is to
be poised to start at around nine
o'clock the next morning with the
fun stuff. First stop is Lehman's
Hardware in Kidron, Ohio. If you
haven't heard of it before, you'll be
amazed -- as it's located in the midst
of the Amish settlements just south
of Wooster and caters to those non-
electric consumers. Check out
http://www.lehmans.com for a taste
of what you'll have a chance to
touch and feel. Our travels then take
us through some Amish communi-
ties with stops at some better than
average antique stores. As we con-
tinue south, we start approaching the

various pottery centers clustered
around Zanesville, Cambridge and
Roseville. Besides some pottery
shops, we should be able to track
down a pottery museum cultivating
our knowledge of decorating and fir-
ing clay.

We recognize that there may be some
folks that can't get away on Friday
afternoon or evening. We'll have the
itinerary pretty well mapped out; and
with cell phone communication there
should be no problem in connecting
up on Saturday morning.

That will just about take care of the
driving for Saturday. So with some
lodging appropriate to the connois-
seurs of fine vintage automobiles,
we'll check in, freshen up, share the
day's experiences over a beverage or
two, indulge in some good food, and
settle in for the night. On Sunday, the
driving route will take us to state for-
ests and caves for easy exploration.
From there, we wander up to Colum-
bus (and for some, pay homage to the
campus there) and head back home.

This is truly going to be a fun week-
end with some of the trees showing
their fall colors and lots to see and
do - all the while on roads worthy of
our cars. See Barbara or me at Ted
and Lanita's to get more details and
sign up....

Dave Peterson
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