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EDITOR’S

LETTER

FAREWELL
... ;FOR NOW

e all suffered a great loss with the passing of Gottfried

Hogh last July. The consummate gentleman, he was a

joy to be around, something I tried to make happen as

often as possible. It seems that every Sunday after-
noon or evening, there he was in that extra chair at my computer desk,
transferring digital photos from his laptop to my desktop so that we
might put out yet another issue for the Gruppe. This was generally af-
ter a photo session of some kind, be it of a particular car for the “Zen”
column, a Gruppe event, or even after a trip somewhere to shoot the
“Destinations” photos.

Looking back, it amazes me that one human being could be so intelli-
gent and yet so humble. I realize now how much I depended on him to
answer all of my difficult questions about computers, digital photogra-
phy, and the internet. When I posed a question, the response was usu-
ally “What are you doing right now? Perhaps I will come over and
show you”. At the same time I must confess that I never had a reason
to query him about bugs, computer language, or
ancient Roman history--the things he was really
good at. You see, all of this other stuff, the stuff
that we all knew he was good at, was more of a
hobby to him. He was just so good at it we thought
he was a professional. Intelligent and humble.

Here we are, four months after his passing, and I
can just now bring myself to finish the “next” Aus-
puff Roar, which was actually 95% done at the time
of his death. We were supposed to go to the Por-
sches to Pinckney event to shoot photos for the last &
remaining empty page in this issue, but we never
made it. You won’t see anything from that event
here now, but you will see as much as possible
from the remaining unfinished articles. Some text
and photos intended for this issue are still on
Gottfried’s laptop. He had them ready to go, and we were just waiting
for the Porsches to Pinckney photos to be shot and for Sunday after-
noon to roll around before we transferred the material. Gottfried’s be-
loved nephew Nicolas actually pulled up the material from the laptop,
but we weren’t able to get together before he left to go back home to
Frankfurt, Germany. That’s all right, because for some reason I feel
OK that the material is still there. It’s where Gottfried left it, so that’s
where it belongs.

[ have two very vivid memories from last summer. A few weeks before
he died we attended the International Stars Mercedes Benz club annual
picnic. They have a lot of fun and divided the cars by color for their
People’s Choice awards. I won Best Red car and Gottfried won Best
White car with his newly acquired ‘55 Continental coupe. To top it off,
he also won Best of Show. We had a great time joking with the Benz
people about the Porsche’s coming in and taking all of their hardware,
and it was their own doing! Some terrific photos were taken that day
by Gottfried, but they never made it out of his laptop. The other great
memory was four days before he died. Gottfried, Bill Rohrer and I at-
tended the Auburn Swap Meet, Bill in his car and Gottfried and I in
my coupe. I rallied the troops to get going early so we could stop for
breakfast and make good time. The only problem was that I didn’t take
into consideration that Indiana does not recognize daylight savings
time and we got there VERY early, but hey, it left us with more time

Gottfried Hogh in
his Boxster “ZeeBee”.

for a good breakfast and some socializing. The meet was fun, and
Gottfried took some great photos as you can see on page 24. On our
drive back he noticed that I was quite tired and offered to drive my 356
so I could rest. I took him up on it, and as it turns out, it was the last
time he ever drove a 356. Instead of falling asleep, I caught a second
wind and we spent the rest of the trip chatting, brainstorming for the
Auspuff, and discussing future plans for our cars.

In fact, Gottfried and I had many ideas and many plans for upcoming
Auspuff Roar issues, but without his photography, input and friend-
ship, it’s just not going to happen. I'll miss everything about working
with him and I'll miss everything about his friendship. Producing the
Auspuff before he started helping me was fun, but when he started to
contribute heavily, (he really became a "Co-Editor" but he would never
let me put him in the credits as anything other than the "Art Director")
it really turned into something special. It became a friendship and a
working relationship that I doubt will ever be duplicated in my life,
and it certainly will never be replaced.

Because this is all so difficult for me right now, I
am stepping down as editor of the Auspuff. Dick
Beecher will take over as the editor and he will do
- afine job. I just cannot see myself putting out the
. same quality of material on a timely basis right
now, so rather than cheat the members out of what
they deserve and have come to expect, I will step
aside and give someone else a shot at it. [ am, how-
= ever, staying on to do the actual layout on the com-
puter and handle all of the printing, so the look and
feel will remain consistent. But now the task of
gathering and editing the material will be in Dick’s
hands. I do not rule out coming back someday as
the editor, but for now this is all I can do. Let’s
wish Dick the best. Please give him the same sup-
port you gave to me and please submit any material you have to him
for publication.

In this issue you will see many of Gottfried’ last photos. The “Zen of
Neato” column shows his work shooting Denny Zamler’s Roadster and
you will see his last shots of an event from the Auburn Swapmeet.
Also included is his unfinished “Photographer’s Perspective” column
about event photography. Best of all is the terrific tribute that
Gottfried’s sister Inge wrote about him. This will give you an insight
to the incredible life this man led.

In the weeks following Gottfried’s passing I received many kind words
from numerous people. The outpouring of kindness from people was
overwhelming. You all know who you are and I cannot put into words
how touching it was to receive your notes. We will all miss him. I
know that my family will miss him dearly. My wife cried as if she had
lost a family member. Indeed we had.

By the way, that extra chair that Gottfried would sit in while we
worked on Auspuff Roar, well, it is still there, and I see no reason to
ever move it.
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Photographer’s
Perspective

by Gottfried Hogh

Event photography,

a way of organizing one’s thoughts about taking pictures.

The standard use of this term in professional photography
generally points to a family event, one for which a photogra-
pher is hired to graphically record the participants and asso-
ciated action. Wedding, birthday, and graduation photogra-
phy are perhaps the archetypal forms. There is a “raison
d’etre” and there is also a customary set of images that fol-
low from these familiar family events.

Well, we also have Gruppe events that characterize our Por-
sche 356 family. Many of these are periodic on an annual
cycle. Tonly need to hint at the Gaeta House to Dexter Pub
Summer Dinner Cruise, the Skirmants residence based Sum-
mer Picnic, and such big, “Supra Gruppe” events as the East
and West Coast 356 Registry Holiday. Over the past half
dozen years I've participated and photographed during a
number of our happenings. Of course, many of our Gruppe
members have been taking photographs over a much longer
time period; I’ve only recently been active in making a
photo record of our people and their 356’s at these events.
It’s been fun.

Event photography is simply a way of looking at the targets
for the camera during these photo sessions. Let me concen-
trate on some much smaller scale, personal event documenta-
tion: the example I've selected is repairing and preparing a
356 for restoration. The events center on our colleague Tim

Buko and his blue 356B coupe. I've taken a considerable
number of isolated groups of photographs of Tim’s coupe.
Perhaps some of my favorite are shots of his blue coupe driv-
ing at speed on secondary roads. It was when he decided to
work on his 356 that the idea came to me, to partially docu-
ment in photos, some stages of this restoration process. It
occurred to me that the resulting images may have some fur-
ther use. I did not anticipate writing a brief sketch of the
photographic process for the Auspuff Roar.

The organizing framework which event photography sup-
plies is to structure the activity of taking photographs before
the fact, and organizing the photographic results after. The
first consideration is to determine the duration of the event.
This will determine the rate of making photo exposures and
the total number of photographs covering the event. A sec-
ondary consideration is the type of photographs expected.
That will determine what lenses and other photographic ac-
cessories such as tripod, flash, and filters which are taken
along with the base camera.

The figures on these two pages cover two separate events.

The three photos on the bottom of this (left) page illustrates
Tim repairing the horn on his 356. This was a brief sub-
event of a Saturday morning repair session at Sebastian
Gaeta’s garage in Ann Arbor on July 29, 2001. Bill Rohrer
and I were also in attendance. In fact, the main part of the
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