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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Michael Heilmann

ROUTE 356

“Would you get hip to this
kindly tip And go take that
summer trip Get your kicks
with a 356”

and apologies to Mick

Summer is in full swing and the
356 driving season in upon us. I

hope you are out there enjoying
that unique tub this summer. My
last letter generated some com-
ments on the great variety of 356s
out there. Myron Vernis was kind
enough to send photos of a couple

of Ferry’s Bastard children. “The dizzyi ng
Myron purchased a couple of .
“Custom bodied” Stuttgart won- helghts of

ders that predate the Outlaw trend

of recent years. Space does not recent E'bay
permit us to detail them here. and auction

They are a reflection of the big

tent concept that I have tried to Sales make me

convey to the membership. Hot

Rodders used to call it, “Run what wonder how we
ya brung”. The dizzying heights .

of recent E-bay and auction sales will ever get
make me wonder how we will . .

ever get newbies into the club. I neWbles |nt0
purchased some odd bit from a ”
fellow at the June 06 Stoddard the C|Ub
Swap meet and asked him why he

was selling these nice items,

“Well, I had them left over from

my 356 Coupe when I sold it and

at these prices, I'll never be able

to get back into one.” I wasn’t
sure who was going to start cry-
ing first, him or me. Yet, hope
springs eternal and I am sure
there are still barn cars out there
looking for your attention. Vic
Rivera bought what the police
thought was a Karmann Ghia at a
downriver police auction and if I
know Vic, he did not overpay for
this car. Vic’s sidekick Joe travels the entire lower 48 look-
ing for cars. The 356 embodies a shape that is eternal, fresh
and never duplicated. Heck, its never been tried. It is the
real deal.

I recently had the opportunity to see the original Hal the
Junkman Halicki “Gone in 60 seconds” from the early sev-

enties. It takes place in west L.A. and con-
sists of more flying car parts than the re-
make with Angela Jolie. In between the 500
car crashes, there are a lot of aerial shots of
freeways, highways and parking lots shot
from a helicopter. The distance of 30 years
and 150 feet made me realize how generic
all the American cars looked. Does the
1972 Buick really look any different than
the 1971 Pontiac? Yet in the dim din of LA
is someone driving what appears to be a
Signal Red 1962 B coupe. It is a standout.
In fact, movie extras are looking at the car
as it drives along. It was a looker at birth, it
was beautiful with ten years under its gen-
erator belt and it is a classic today. There
isn’t a bit of popular culture that hasn’t paid
homage to the great lines of our cars. I open
Details magazine (I borrowed it from my
son, I do not have a subscription) and there
is a feature story about the hottest classic
car to own, naturally it is a Porsche 356.
Remember the scene in Top Gun with Kelly
McGinnis driving the Speedster with Berlin
singing in the soundtrack? Classic. I stum-
bled across a web page where this fellow
digitally “painted” a 356 in cyberspace for
his site and remarked how difficult it was to
do and how rewarding it was to view. The
car evokes those types of emotions and is
really unique in that sense. I recognize that
we are only custodians of the car and at
some point we delegate that pleasure to an-
other generation. We read in the Registry
magazines how the cars stay in the family
and how two generations of Smiths were
married in the family 356. It is sweet and
unique to our marque.

The Bay Harbor Concours is now history
and the Motor Cities Gruppe was well rep-
resented. The setting is a beautiful vista on
the water and a prelude of the Fantastic
Events that will form part of the 2007 356
Registry Holiday in Gorgeous Northwest
Michigan next year. Our resident artist and
club member Dan Christie has created a
series of limited edition Holiday car badges
that are simply drop dead stunning. These
badges emulate (and transcend) the event
badges that European Motor clubs used to
produce for weekend driving events. Cloi-
sonné enamel badges are hot, hot hot on E-
bay. I want to step back in the way back ma-
chine and order a badge bar from V. Haan
in LA just to mount these Christie designed
beauties. The Skirmants summer picnic was
a big success as well as the Woodward
Cruise, so roll down those windows at the
risk of breaking the regulator, rev up the
motor and set course for a fabulous summer
of 2006.
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On The Cover

Vic Skirmants’ Dolphin looks quite animated next
to Dave Burton’s 356 racer. Dave Burton photo.

The Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
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Please send membership dues or change
of address to:

Barbara Skirmants
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Dick Beecher

beech356 @chartermi.net. Or mail to:
2487 Misty Lane, Davison, Mi. 48423

248-588-TOOL

1208 E. Maple Rd.
Troy, Michigan 48083

(Owc.agréveasnan,

NEIL GOLDBERG
MEMBER — SMR/PCA

PRESIDENT
MICHAEL HEILMANN
VICE PRESIDENT
JOHN DENYER
TREASURER
GERALD VANVLIET

AUSPUFF EDITOR

DICK BEECHER

ZiNDFOLGE
BOARD OF

DIRECTORS
MICHAEL HEILMANN
TOM HUDSON
HEATH HURLBERT
DAVE PRESTON
BARB SKIRMANTS
MEMBERSHIP

BARBARA SKIRMANTS

AUSPUFF PUBLISHER
SEBASTIAN GAETA
NEWSLETTER
DISTRIBUTION

TED & LANITA DUNHAM
WEBSITE

TOM HUDSON

356 Mechanic

30 year Registry member
Part Time 356 Work
Bill Demeter 313-331-4104

Auspuff

3 Roar




EDITOR’S LETTER

A look at the calendar indicates that we
are well into the “Season” with some
successful events behind us, the Spring
tour, The Bay Harbor Concour Festival,
and the Annual Summer Picnic. There
still are some opportunities ahead for
our 356 obsessed participation. The
Vintage event at Watkins Glen has Por-
sche as the featured Marque. Many
Porsche clubs plan events around these
featured Marque events and there are
usually a lot of 356’s in attendance.
There is a Vintage race at Mid Ohio in
which our Gruppe 356 racers will com-
pete. The East and West Coast 356 Reg-
istry Holidays are in August and Sep-
tember. Also mark you calendars for
the Drive your Porsche Day and The
Fall Tour. See our Motor Cities Gruppe
Calendar for dates.

I attended the Bay Harbor Concour Fes-
tival and wrote about it in this issue and
had an experience that I will remember
forever. I left for Bay Harbor early on
Friday morning

From our cottage at Higgins Lake. It
was a beautiful sunny day and there was
very little traffic on I-75. The 356 en-
gine “sweet spot ““ at about 3800 RPM
results in cruising about 75 MPH. After
about 1 hour on I-75 I exited at the
small town of Wolverine for a great
twisting county road west to Petosky
and then on to Bay harbor. The road
was great and even for an old guy like
me provided an opportunity to really
feel the Porsches handling. Upon arri-
val at Bay Harbor I looked for the Show
office as I was going to register for the
Concour. I was early and the signs were
not out yet to identify the office so I
drove around the Village a few times

3 looking for a parking place. Not find-

ing a place to park on Main Street I
drove the winding streets up to the
large parking lot . When I backed into
the parking spot, the steering wheel
slipped about a half turn and the shaft
sort of flopped around the column.
Turning the wheel resulted in very lit-
tle movement of the wheels. That is, I
had minimal steering. My first
thought was what if this had happened
while driving up that morning. After I
composed myself I thought of a few
weeks ago at Stuart Tool when Neil
was replacing a steering coupling on a
C coupe and our discussion as to what
could happen if the coupling broke. My
thoughts were, would Bill Hallandal
have a coupling in his parts stash that
he could deliver to me? Maybe I could
call Dave Hinz and he could fabricate
something to get me back on the road or
trailer to his garage for storage until I
could get a coupling. I unloaded the
trunk and removed the cover over the
steering box and discovered that a bolt
had fallen out of the coupling. The cou-
pling appeared to be like new. Although
there were 3 other bolts still attached,
with one finger tight, I can tell you
there is not much steering action left in
this situation. The other 2 bolts were
tight but did not have cotter pins in-
stalled in the holes drilled in the bolts
for safety. I walked down to the Village
and found some guys with Bay Harbor
work uniforms and asked if they knew
were [ might find a 5/16 bolt about 21/2
inches long. There are no hardware
stores in Bay Harbor. People that live in
Bay Harbor do not do maintenance. One
fellow, the manager, found a bolt and
washer and went with me to the car to
offer assistance. Having a good set of
tools I installed the bolt. I safety Duct
taped the bolts and the car was OK for
the weekend. I now have all the proper
bolts with cotter pins installed. Shame
on me for not checking out this impor-
tant part of the cars steering. I'm very
thankful that someone was watching out
for me and the bolt didn’t drop out
while at speed. Check your steering
couplings!

As always I'll make a plea for mate-
rial for The Auspuff. Any suggestions
or comments contact me at:

beech356 @chartermi.net
or 810-653-6599
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The Ding Removers Promise You:

“These are not just words to me; they are the
principles that I live by and that govern
the way I've done business for 35 years.”

Robert Bashawaty
Owner/Operator of The Ding Removers

Meet the growing family of
THE DING REMOVERS

Julie, William, Kieth, Greg,
Chad, Jason, Dan

Each technician that works for The Ding Removers has reached Master Level status. Commitment
to quality and customer satisfaction is our number one priority and, with our expanding network, The
Ding Removers can now service you as often as there is a need. Whether you choose to have us visit
your lot several times a week or simply to be on call, we have the skilled manpower to accommodate
you at a price that is fair and competitive. This includes all door dings, small dents, hail damage, service
customers and body shop needs. Additionally, our office manager Julie is available for scheduling off-
site appointments to facilitate your customer’s convenience.
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