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The Auspuff Roar is the
official publication of the
Motor Cities Gruppe and is
published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the
Motor Cities Gruppe are $20
per year due at the first of
each year.

Advertising rates per issue
are as follows:

Business card size—$10
Quarter page—$25

Half page —$50

Full page—$85

Please send membership
dues or change of address
to:

Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, Ml 48461

Please send materials to
be published or advertising
copy to:

Dave Preston
dmpreston2@comcast.net
Or mail to:

2853 Chancery Court
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

Everyonoe loves a ride in a 356
Photo by Teri Hudson
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s you read this, we have just
completed the Alden Sports
Car show in Alden, MI. A
nice contingent of Gruppe members
was scheduled to attend, as Porsche
was the teatured Marque. Look for
an article in an upcoming issue. Also,
the Summer Picnic was held at the
Dunham’s in July and what a great
time we all had. It was terrific to
see the “Old Guard” there as well
as many new ftaces; the turnout was
great and the weather perfect. Look
tor the write up on page 6.
Atter the picnic, your Board
met to discuss investing some of
the club’s funds in a certificate of
deposit. Our current balance is just
under $36,000, which guarantees
the solvency of the club tor many
years to come. Rather than just
letting the money sit in a checking
account, your Board members voted
to mvest $20,000 1mn a 1 year CD.
That accomplishes two things: 1) it
leaves the club with plenty of cash
to operate with for the next year,
and 2) it 1s a significant enough
number that the interest earned will
be worth the investment. If you

have any questions regarding this,

do not hesitate to contact any Board
member. Please note that there was
no charge to our members for this
year’s picnic and we are discussing
tuture ways to give back to the
membership in light of our financial
strength.

Now on to some history.
The great Prot. Porsche began
designing and developing aircraft
engines 1n the early 1900’ while
working for Austro-Daimler. These
engines were intended for non-
rigid Parseval dirigibles, as opposed
to the Zeppelins with their rigid
framework. Porsche was quite active
in the testing phase, going so far
as tuning the engines himself. One
test flight of the Austrian Parseval

Just open the valve to release the gas |

nearly ended the brilliant career of
the good Prof. quite prematurely.
The Parseval was flying in a low
lying cloudbank and was caught up
in a gust of wind. A church tower
protruding from a mountainside
was directly in the path, and only
the trantic action of the crew
tossing ballast from the airship
allowed them to miss the tower.
The adventure, however, was not
yet over. Too much ballast had been
disposed of and when the dirigible
got caught in vet another updraft,
they quickly rose above the sate
operating height, which led to the
possibility of the balloon bursting.

into the atmosphere, and the airship
will descend, right? Well, ves, if the
valve was working properly, that
would have been a great plan. Panic
set 1n with the crew save for one
individual, Ferdinand Porsche. He
calmly and persistently worked on
the valve until he was able to open it
and enough gas was let out to allow
the airship to land safely.

More history next time.

Sebastian
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Hello Everyone -

As 1 write this column, our season
has approached the half way
point and what a great year we’ve had
so far. I think back to January and our
first Board Meeting in 2008, when we
were all huddled up in one of Neil’s
conference rooms trying to escape the
horrid January weather, as we planned
out the calendar for this year. Things
have fallen into place very nicely.

All of you have helped me put
together the Auspuff Roar and so
far I think we’ve all done a great job
—it’s been fun and thanks to Dan
Christie and Peter Stuyck, each edition
looks great. All of us appreciate your
compliments very much. Our Club
1s in great financial shape thanks to
the success of Dave Peterson and his
team from last years ECH. Besides
being our new President, Sebastian
organized a really fun Spring Tour — a
great trip to start the year. Some of
us went up to Bay Harbor in June
and once again they rolled out the
welcome mat — thanks in large part to
Tom Gale, a MCGer who lives in Bay
Harbor. In this issue, you'll be reading
two different and fun perspectives on
this year’s Bay Harbor event.

We just finished having a
wonderful picnic at Ted and Lanita’s
lovely house — what a great setting. So,

it’s been a great first half of the year,
with more great things to come!

Just as you are receiving this issue,
the Alden Car Show event will be
underway on August 8-10th — Dick
Beecher and Bill Hallendal have been
planning this event — and I think it will
be a doozy with those two in charge.
And, many of you may be taking off
tor the 2008 ECH in Pennsylvania or
making the trip to Watkins Glen.

Following those events will be our
Fall Color Tour on Saturday, October
4th. Mark vour calendars for that
event being hosted by Tom and Teri
Hudson. The details arc in this 1ssuce
and on our website.

Speaking of the website, many
of you continue to visit, so we
know it’s of great interest to our
members. Don’t hesitate to contact
Tom Hudson (hudson(@chartermi.
net) if you want a picture of your car
updated or added.

Finally, in this issue you’ll see the
nomination form ftor the upcoming
election for the two open seats
for next year’s Board. There are
mnstructions to nominate yourself. We
strongly encourage you to consider
running for the Board. I can tell you
its fun, feels good to contribute, and
doesn’t take much time. We really can
use fresh blood and new ideas. Please
consider it.

As a side note, you will recall
Sebastian’s column on tires from the
last 1ssue. I felt like the tires on my
Cab were getting a little long in the
tooth. They weren’t worn out by any
means, but they were about seven
vears old, so I thought better to be
safe than sorry. A new set of tires is
really pretty cheap insurance. After
consulting, with Ted, Neil, Sebastian,
Dick Beecher, and my priest, I
bought a set of Kuhmos. They were
embarrassingly cheap — perhaps the
cheapest thing I have ever bought
for a 356 — at least I can’t remember
anything cheaper. The best part 1s
that I didn’t screw up the car trying
to install them — which, as Ted and
Neil can tell you, often happens when
I “try to do something” myself. But
the point 1s that it’s like driving a new
car since I put those tires on. I can’t
believe it — the ride and handling are
so much better. Wunderbar! They may
not be the most correct tread pattern
for a 356, but who cares! I know that
to some of our real technical 356
glants, a new set of tires is pretty
small potatoes, but to me it’s like a
new engine or something! Simple
things for simple minds I guess.
Continue to have a safe and great

sumimer.

Dave Preston
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