
/ I it l

-*n

'ffif
A

h-

\

"r

ry]t

r

,^{

i,
,&

tu:

I
L

5<

€,M
L.--L

r
,

[,r irl

i't s

D
BH t

#$
,r

4
I

ffitrl!i

H

I

r
( :.

..4
T{t

sf

& -t t'*ry;[:-r*
r

\,
\{"

\\
\

I
l

[ir F



President
David Burton

Theasurer
Barbara Skirmants

skirmantsphughes.net

Secretary
Lanita Dunham
taylordunh4ln@sbcglobal. net

Memberihip
Barbara Skirmants
skirmantsphughes.

Boatd Of

Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities

Gruppe and is published 6 times
per year. Membership dues for the

Motor Cities Gruppe is $25 per
year due at the flrst of each year.

356 Motor Cities
Gruppe Hall of Fame

Ron Roland . Fred Sheill

Icm & MelodyYoul<
Gottfried Hogh . Neil Goldberg

Barbara Sl<irmants

Vic Skirmants
d Peterson .Ted Dunham

Pleases send

membership dues to:

Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road

North Branch, MI48461

Please send materials to be
published to:

Sebastian Gaeta

spg356@ sbcglobal.net
0r mail to:

Sebastian Gaeta

4070 Brookview Ct
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

W'ebsite

Legal Counsel
Christopher J. Preston
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On The Cover:

How many Gruppe members does it
take to change a clutch cable?

Six, apparently

AuspuffRoar 2013
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President's Letter

a,
It p^yt to place your weather order early in Michigan.

I We were rewarded with a picture-perfect day for the
Cruppe Picnic. We were doubly rewarded with a great
turnout of friends, food and 356's (sixteen in the
Tub display circling the upper drive). The appetizers,
salads, side dishes and desserts were mouth-watering
and ably supported the barbeque ribs, pulled pork and
grilled chicken. Best of all, the many friends from far
and wide--fifty strong--what a great day! We enjoyed
it so much that Diane has already agreed to host the
Picnic again next year if the Gruppe wants to come
back (she has an ulterior motive-
-she likes getting the garages
cleaned).

Dave Burton

the anniversary celebration of Ferry Porsche's birthday.
While you're out and about in your tub--whether solo,
with friends or in a crowd--take a photo and email it
to Sebastian with a brief description of where you are
and what you're doing, and cc Cordon Maltby at the
Registry. We should be rightly proud of our activities
and participation--let's show off a little!

Next up will be the Fall Color Tour. As I told you above,
Sebastian will plan another great event with a good
restaurant, neat stops (including the Hidden Cardens)

and a delightful route. How do
I know? Has he ever done less
than terrific? No, ldidn't think
so. Check out the ad for the
specifics and do him a favor--
sign up early--it makes his job
of securing a restaurant with
adequate capacity much easier.
Don't worry about the weather
(Sebastian, order yours now
before it's too late) we're going
to have a great time regardless.

An extra special happening at
the Picnic was the addition of
Sebastian to the Hall of Fame.
Sebastian's long and extensive
services in all offices of the
club are truly outstanding and
fully deserving of the honor.
Congratulate Sebastian when
you see him for a great job well
done. He's not done, either. He
has volunteered to put together
the Fall Color Tour and promises
to return to the MSU Hidden
Cardens that so impressed us last
spring--their fall colors should
be spectacular!

This weekend is the Dream Cruise. Not usually a great
venue for 356's but a car lover's nirvana, nonetheless.
One of these days, Diane & I will manage to get her
Crandfather's '65 Plymouth Valiant station wagon--
"Peaches"--restored. Then, I guarantee she'll be the
only one at the Cruise. Some day.

Sunday September 22nd is "Drive Your Porsche Day,"

"lt pays to place your
weather order early

in IVlichigan. We
were rewarded with a
pictu re-perfect day for
the Gruppe Picnic. We
were doubly rewarded
with a great turnout of

friends, food and 356's"

While you're reserving dates on
your calendar, remember to mark
off Sunday December Bth so you
don't miss the Holiday Party. Holy
smokes, December?l! Man, this
year is flying by.

We also vote for Trustees in December, which brings
me to ask you to consider throwing your hat in the
ring. We will have three terms opening up and fresh
blood on the Board can be invigorating. We have found
over time that encouraging members to step up only
strengthens the organization, so don't be shy. Please
forward your nominations to any Board Member. See
you on the road.
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John C. Thomson Sr.

1943 - 2013

I knew John since about 1968 when I was a young
mechanical engineer at the U.S. Army Tank - Automotive
Command in Warren. John was my boss for a short time,
and we discovered a mutual interest in cars. At the time I

was driving a 1965 SC coupe but I don't recall what John
was driving. I was also doing some limited local racing at
Waterford Hills and I guess John became interested in racing
too. He started with a Sunbeam Alpine in F-Production. Not
a very fast nor reliable race car and at some point John
purchased a T-5 S-90 coupe. He then traded that to Paul
Blanchard for a blue speedster that Paul was racing at
Waterford Hills. I don't remember when John re-painted the
car yellow, but I started helping him with the car prep as I

learned more about racing 356s.

Both John and I began branching out to some other
race tracks; Harewood Acres and ltlosport in Canada and
Grattan Raceway near Grand Rapids. When I began racing

SCCA Nationals in 1977 John also expanded his racing
horizons.

I don't recall when, but John also raced a Pinto in
Showroom Stock. Since his Pinto was really stock, it was
quite a bit slower than most other Showroom "stock" cars.
One weekend at Waterford, my car broke and John loaned
me his Pinto; you guessed it, slowest car on the track. One
racer even took pity on me and held back with his Fiat so
I could race against somebody. He had to keep dropping
back, even at his reduced speed! I think everybody else
lapped me.

John ran SCCA Nationals and Regional races
for many years. Never at the front of the grid at a National
race but respectable anyway. John's speedster still had steel
fenders and torsion bar suspension while everyone else was
going all-over with fiberglass and coil-over shocks. Back
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