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The Auspuff Roar is the
official publication of the
Motor Cities Gruppe and is
published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the
Motor Cities Gruppe are $20
per year due at the first of
each year.

Advertising rates per issue
are as follows:

Business card size—$10
Quarter page—$25

Half page—$50

Full page—$85

Please send membership
dues or change of address
to:

Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, Ml 48461

Please send materials to
be published or advertising
copy to:

Dave Preston
dmpreston2@comcast.net
Or mail to:

2853 Chancery Court
Rochester Hills, Ml 48306
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hat a great year 2008
\ —x / was for the Gruppe.
While Michigan’s

economy struggled (and

continues to do so), I like to think
that we (the Gruppe) have been
a nice diversion for some of our
members. The genuine feeling of
friendship among our members
is a sight to behold. Our Gruppe
consists of doctors, pipe fitters,
car salesman, engineers, and
business owners, all gathering
together and melding in perfectly.
No one is out to impress anyone,
save for showing off their freshly
painted car or razzing someone
about beating them at the last
race. This, my friends, is how it
should be.

Our Spring Tour to Grand
Rapids, Ohio was well attended
and it was nice to cruise on some
new roads for a change. The town
of Grand Rapids is quaint and
many of us stumbled upon a local
car show and decided to crash
it. The owners of the American
Iron welcomed us, although not
quite knowing what to think of

our little German tubs.

The Picnic at the Dunham’s
was just magnificent. I had visited
Ted a few times before the event,
and every time I was there, Lanita
was busy cleaning, rearranging or
painting something. Her efforts
paid off, as the setting was perfect
for our event,

The Fall Tour hosted by Tom
and Teri Hudson was a great end
to the driving season, and the
one-day format was a good way
to boost attendance, as some of
our members are not always able
to attend an overnight event. The
Hudsons pulled it off in grand
fashion with great hospitality in
their country home before the
tour, nice roads to drive on and a
terrific restaurant for lunch.

The Holiday Party was a
huge success. Attendance was
down just a bit, but we had more
people attend than I would have
guessed. The auction raised over
$1500 for the Gruppe, which
will allow us both give back to
our members and donate to a
charity. The Board will choose

which charity to donate to from
a list of suggestions from our
membership. Look for the results
in the February/March AR.

I look forward to this New
Year, as it should be as good
as or even better than last. The
Chili Cook-off is slated for
February 14th at Leon and Lulu,
in Clawson and will be a terrific
mid-winter diversion. Look
for information elsewhere in
this issue. Word has it that the
Heilmann’s have volunteered to
host the summer picnic at their
lovely home in Milford. This will
be a wonderful event as Michael
and Maureen are great hosts
and put on a great party. Barb
Skirmants has already started
planning the Fall Color Tour up
north, on the east side of the
state. Look for more info in a
later issue of AR.

I look forward to seeing all of
you at an event in 2009!

Sebastian Gaeta
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ello everyone. Wasn’t

that another great Holi-

day Party that we just
had? Many thanks to Dennis and
Sue Denyer, Dick and Barbara
McLaughlin, and Vic and Barbara
Skirmants for making such great
arrangements so that all of us
could have such a nice afternoon.
Many thanks to the generous con-
tributors of the auction items.

I’m going to keep this column
short this month, since we’re all
scrambling around to get ourselves
ready for the holidays and we want
to get this issue out for the year
end. It’s hard to imagine a busier
time of the year.

Of course, it’s the time of the
year to look back and be thankful
for our blessings this past year, and
a time to look forward to the New
Year.

From a MCG Club standpoint,
I think we had a great year. Great
events that were well attended and
well planned. From my perspective,
I am very grateful for all the help
that I get from so many of you as
contributors to this publication.
There are too many of you to list
— but I really appreciate everything

From my perspective, I am very grateful for all the belp that 1

get from so many of you as contributors to this publication.

that you do to make this such a fun
publication for me to put together,
and I hope for each of you enjoy.

I do have to give large credit to my
sidekicks, Peter Stuyck, who pro-
fessionally edits everything that we
throw at him, to Dan Christie, for
his fabulous creativity in the actual
publication of the Auspuft, and to
Ted and Lanita, for taking on all
of the work of actually getting the
Auspuff Roar mailed out to us. As
I’ve often said, for all of the effort
that we put into it, I just wish it
could be in colof!

As we look forward to an-
other New Year, we already have
some events for which people
have stepped up and want to
organize them! Barbara Skirmants
is organizing our first ever Chili
Cook-Off Party on February 14,
2009 — see the flyer in this issue for
details. Our past President, Mike
Heilmann his wife Maureen have
asked to host the 2009 Summer
Picnic at their lovely home. Bar-
bara Skirmants has asked to host

the Fall Color Tour, which will be
an October weekend trip up to

the Tawas area. Dates and details
will follow, but the enthusiasm and
volunteerism is tremendous. I un-
derstand that the 2009 ECH will be
near French Lick, Indiana, which is
really in our backyard, so that event
may be an opportunity for many
of us to take a trip together. Much
to do in 2009!

Our new 2009 Board (which
may look a lot like the 2008 year
Board!) will be meeting in early
January to get the 2009 calendar
organized, and get the New Year
kicked off.

Please don’t hesitate to contact
me, Sebastian, or any of the Board
Members, if you have suggestions,
criticism, or questions regarding
anything — we are here to serve the
club, so don’t be bashful!

Happy New Year!

Dave Preston
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Mid Winter Chili Cook-Off Party
Saturday February 14, 2009

Location:
Leon & Lulu
96 W. 14 Mile Road
Clawson, Michigan
(248) 288-3600 www.leonandlulu.com

Time: 5:00PM sharp, please, to 7:30PM

Let’s get together, have some chili, see our friends and break up this gray and dreadful winter a bit!

Leon & Lulu is a destination life style store with furniture, gifts and accessories. The store is owned by our
friends and 356 MCG members, Stephen and Mary Liz Scannell. It is located in the historic Ambassador Roller
Rink - it’s a great setting for this type of party. No skating — but great browsing in their shops, seeing your 356
friends and eating chili.

This is a contest as well as a get-together. You can bring your own super-secret, super-good chili and
we’ll all sample it!

Anyone wishing to enter their own chili should RSVP as a contestant. Anyone not entering as a contestant
is asked to bring a dessert or side dish, just like we do at the Summer Picnic.

The Basics

There is no charge for current members.

Please contact Barbara Skirmants and tell her if you’re entering as a contestant or just attending and eat-
ing! If you’re not a member of our 356 Motor Cities Gruppe and want to join in on the fun, please come and
we’ll sign you up!

If you intend to enter your chili, please bring a hot plate or crock pot, and have your Chili cooked and
ready to just be heated and served. Silverware, plates etc, as well as soda pop will be provided. We'll all vote
on the Top Two Chilis and those cooks will be awarded nice prizes!

Please note:
. Leon & Lulu will donate 10% of all sales during our event to Gilda’s Club who works with hundreds of people
who have cancer, as well as their family members.

RSVP: e :
Please remember to save this date and RSVP to Barbara Skirmants at (810) 688-9090 or
(810) 688-2059 or at skirmants@hughes.net.

- See you ihere!
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2008 Fall

Color Tour

t seems like just yesterday that Tom & Teri Hudson
hosted the 2008 Fall Color Tour at the sprawling
Hudson Estate out in Corunna on Saturday, Octo-

ber 4th.

It was an unusually cold morning, but warmed up

pretty decently, so much so that some of the Cabs were
able to put their tops down.

The day started out with everyone rendezvousing
at the Hudsons house and as we arrived Duke and Tux
greeted us all with tails wagging in full gear. Teri pre-
pared a wonderful morning smorgasbord of Danish,
bagels, and plenty of Hudson coffee. Diane Beecher
brought a wonderful cheesecake cotfee cake with a
strawberry Romanoff dip. That’s a
mouthful to describe and it was a
sinfully delicious mouthful to eat!

What a lovely setting for our
meeting point. Not far from the
back of Tom & Teri’s house, just
off their deck, is a beautiful lake
and the setting makes you feel like
you’re on Silver Lake in the UP!

As always, it was great to see

so many friends and ogle over the

. . by Dave Preston

cars. Driving the cars is of course great fun, but being
able to see our friends and talk with them is hard to
beat. After about an hour or so, we all headed out for
our drive to Owosso.

Tom & Teri picked perfect roads, and we had a
really nice caravan that rolled through the farmlands
and small towns of the area. No fear of getting lost,
or left behind, since you could hear Alex Pollock’s
904, throughout the trip! I know this because I was at
the end of the caravan and I could hear the 904 quite
clearly.

We arrived about 90 minutes later in Owosso and

all had a wonderful lunch at the Wrought Iron Grille.
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