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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT

One of the saddest things for a Porsche lover is to
see a 356 that someone has sent to the junk yard.

THIS TALE HAS A HAPPY ENDING. It all started in

1957 when a shiny black Speedster sprang to life
in Germany and provided so many happy miles of
top down motoring. But slowly, life slipped away
during this first 20 years of driving as killer rust
took its toll. Enter a couple of Porsche lovers that
bought the car from an overgrown Field
and decided they could still re- v
store this sad beauty. They
disassembled the car and sent
the rusted hulk to the body
shop. Sometimes these thing
take longer than planned and
many years slipped away.
They finally decided that help
was needed to finish the car
after so many years of being
in pieces and this was to be
the year. The owners, not
feeling confident in putting
their baby together, asked me if I

would undertake the project. My mind raced with
visions of boxes full of shiny new parts and the

smell of fresh paint, my hands aching to get hold of

another great Porsche project car, to see it become
the beauty it once was, to see it at a show of its
brothers and sisters in its glory, and to know I
played a part in preserving another wonderful car!
YES!! I'd like to (spelled LOVE!!!) ASSEMBLE your
car.(Silent hurrahs echo through my brain). So be-
gan hours of work, happy hours, working in the
garage with all my stuff, cleaning, assembling,

painting, polishing, time spent with friends helping

also. AH! This is joy! Pure exhilaration! The old
body starts to fill out with interior panels and

lights, deco stripes and bumpers, wiring and
horns, all the things a girls like this needs to be
really beautiful. Oh Yes, this is a labor of love! My
own opportunity to "give birth" to a beloved child,
watching it grow into a thing of grace and joy.

Finally on August 16th, the key was turned, the
lutch pressed to the
_ floor, breath is
ignited in her
throat and
she sighs a
romantic
sound. The
gear shift is

_ slipped into
reverse and
the SPEED-
STER is re-
born, to run
the highways
again, all
shiny and
new again.The smiles of the owners was a won-
derful sight, proud of being the parents of this
new child of Porsche. I feel pretty good too, know-
ing that we saved one more 356 with the help of
Neil Goldberg and Stuart Tool. Sure makes you
awe inspired and humble, caring for the legacy
given us 40 years ago yet so wonderful to see and
have today. The grateful owners of this 356 are
Dick and Shirley Gobba, Motor Cities Gruppe and
Registry members from Deerfield, Michigan. I
thank them for the chance to get my hands on
just one more Porsche. &

EAR Y
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