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eetings--How quickley we reach the last part of the driving
season- For Bonnie and me this is our favorlte time of the year.
stilr plenty of driving days left. put on a sweater and enjoy
the sunny but cool- coLorful days of fa1I.

several major events left in the 356 Gruppe schedule. The
East Coast Holiday :-:r the Alieghen), Mount-ains of West Virginia
sounds exciting. The Motor Cities Gruppe wiIl be represented
with B to 10 beauties, winding there way through the countryside.

The FalI color Tour in october to sandusky, ohio is sure to
be a real winner. Barb Skirmants has spent alot of time and effort
pranning the tour. Each stop has severar attractions, as to
offer something for everyone's interests. If you can not stay over-
night or dri-ve the comprete route, PLEASE join us for part of the
trip. We will- be invi.ting the 356 Registry members in northern
Ohio to join us. You may see some new faces and cars or reaquaint
with oId friends.

Bill and Jean Demeter have offered to host our annual Holiday
Party this year. Date and details witr appear in the next news-
letter ....See you ALL soon

Fred Sheill

NEW BOOSTER FUND SUPPORTERS

Tim WaIIs
BiII Rohrer
Michael Robbins ( Indiana )

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 1 992

Sept .4 t5,6 SnowshoerW. Virgina
(919) 299-4466

oct. 24 / 25 FaII Color Tour to Sandusky, Ohio area
See center-secti-on

December Holiday Party ----8i11 & Jean Demeter
Date to be announced

356-Last Coast lloliday,
Contact Randall You

Note: rt is not necessary to drive a "356" to participate
events; only "Faithful_" to the 356 cause.
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SOI,IE PEOPLE HAVE ALL THE LUCK

In 1972, Tim wal-ls was searching high and l_ow for a good,
used affordabl-e Porsche. He found an orange ,69 91tT Targa that
looked to be in good shape, but the 95,000 price tag was a bit
steep. "I thought Ird never in my life pay 55,000 for a car', Tim
told me with a 1augh.

Then, iD the Detroit News, Tim spotted a 1956 Speedster for
$1,800 and went to check it out. The owner was going off to
college and had to sel-l- it for tuition (for his sake r hope he
was going to medical school) " Tim. being dedicated to advanced
education, offered him $1,500 and became the proud owner of a
running, midnight blue Speedster with red shag carpeting and no
bumpers.

Since trim and mechanical parts were scarce 1n the early
70rs, Tim drove the car in this condition for two years and then
repainted it red. By then he had discovered Stoddard's and was
able to keep his car in decent shape, al-though the red shag
carpet remained.

In 1977, Tim was at Waterford Hil_l-s watching the races. He
recal-Is an event that changed his ability to maintain his
Speedster from that point 5n. "some kid-had l-eft his father's
business card 9n my windshleld advertising Porsche 356 parts and
repaj-r, " recaLls Tim. "since r had never even seen another 350
on the road, I decided to see who this person was. When I
arrj-ved at his shop, r was amazed to see so many 356 parts in the
same pJ-ace. We strr,.ck a deal and one Vj-c Sk-irrnants rebuilt rny
engine wjth a big bore kit etc., for $500! A couple of years-
ago, r show the receipts to vic and he tol-d me that gasket sets
cost more than that today, " recalls Tim.

In preparation for the East Coast Holiday in 'Bg, the
Speedster recej-ved new rocker panels, fl-oor poD, top and
interior. "r did the top myself and was surprised at how easy it
actually was to i-nstal1," says Tim.

The finiqhing_touch of a new red paint job was done recently
by Tim and a friend, which turned out great.- For those of you
who have not had the pleasure of seeing Tim's car, just show up
at the next Motor cities Gruppe event, as he is usual-Iy there.-

The most ironic part of the story, Tim says is that "for tenyears, the only other 356's I saw were Vj-crs", and for him to
come across the Speedster only by chance, instead of, say a
Karmann coupe, was definitely the college student's loss and Tim
Wal-l-s I gain.

Tim is definitely proud of the car (as anyone who owns a
speedster shoul-d be), and understandably only drives it to 35G
rel-ated events or the occasional nice weekend.

Next time you see Tim, be sure to ask him about his car and
the story behind it. Itrs certalnly worth hearing again.

....by Sabastian Gaeta



,'CARNIVAL oF CARS',

Over 700 cars were on the grounds of the G.14. Tech. Ctr. for
this event. Entries ranged from a 1936 Auburn Boatail Speedster
to a 1 985 RoIIs Royce Corniche.

This year our "356" Gruppe was represented by BiIlToburen's
1963 Cabriolet, Tim WaIIsr 1956 Speedster, and Ted Stanek's
'l 955 Speedster.

Thi-s year each participating club was judged individually,
with awards based on the number of cars registered and judged. In
our group the "Elder" Speedster was the class winner by a narrow
margin.

With the wlde variety of automobiles, an automobile swap
meet ( no 356 parts to be found ) rand a beauthiful day in June
it was a fun filled and interesting day.

Ted Stanek.

BilI Toburen and Tim Walls ---"Was this
\. . ..Iack of

settled in Barcelona. . . ?
T.V. coverage.
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1992 PORSCHE PARADE
in San Diego

;i

Did

Did

You Ever Wonder why?

you ever wonder why most Porsche cars are red?
. people who drlve pickup trucks say "Porsch"?

Porsches' rust?
all the Porsche magazines come on the same day?

. you have to make sure your heater works 1n June?
. 355's kill more bugs on their nose than Raid?
. Speedster owners carry towels with them?
. there are no more places that make vanill-a

phosphates?
. Waterford's Vintage Races aren't as good as

Mid-Ohio?
. people yawn whil-e watching Triumph' s Race?
. the Porsche God's would let a pin fall- out of a

fuel pump?
Did you ever wonder why you feel so good when you drive with
a bunch of GREAT people in their 356's?

T T\nt I I I IL vv

Tim Wal-ls
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356 I'IOTOR CITIES GRUPPE FALL COLOR TOUR 

-
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Joln us for a treekend of "PSEUDO" Callfornla tourlng, slne tagtlngr
gourmet dlnlng, eoclallzlng and antlgue ehopplng aIl w1thln 90 nllee of
Detrolt. tde are headed to Sanduaky, Ohlo along the Lake Erle shore llne,
ln the area of Cedar Polnt.

The Junplng off polnt le the Pler Houee Reetaurant, located 1/4 mlle
Eaat on LaPlalaance Road off exlt # 11 on I-75 at the ltonroe, l{I outlet
ahopplng exlt. tle ladleg aII knos lt welllt Lunch ig scheduled for 12
noon, we clll order off, the nenu. 9le wlll be leavlng ehortly after 1:3Opn
for Sanduaky, OH eo please be pronpt.

Our flret atop la Steuk's ,Country l{arket & tdlnery, located at the
lntersectlon of, Ohlo Route 2 and Fed Hsy 6 Just ldest of Sanduaky, Ohlo. I
estlnate lt to be about 65 nllea fron l{onroe, l{I . and our eta la 3:3O.
Steuk'a la a country narket slth a fregh bakery turnlng out apple
frltters, freah elder lede on alte, and thelr own slnee and chanpagnea.
Dreag uerl-- tte outelde. Located Juet acroaa the lntergectlon 1g
Flrelanda wlnery, rrhere. ue ean contlnue to aanple theLr loeel wlneg and
chanpagnea. Both locatlone cloge at 5!OO pl

I have reeerved 18 roona pendlng further lnfo fron you folke at the
Sheraton Inn Sanduaky. I choge the Sheraton for'lta acceaelblllty, plue
lt featurea an lndoor heated pool, trhlrlpool, aaur{a, .ln a large open Grga
that nlll acconodate our gocLallzlng. The rete ta-9,42.75 plua taxeg for a
double. The Sheraton la located about L L/2 rnll"a North of SR 2 on SR

23O, in SanduekY, Oh.

Dlnner le at the t{on Arl Restaurant & Hlgtorleal [dlnery, located Juat
outglde of Port Cllnton, they expeet us cL TIOO prn. lde are golng to be
treated wlth regerved front parklng to dlsplay our 1lttle bablea
properly. Then lts on to a prlvate [rllnery tour and taetlng; there le a
E1.5O charge for the wlne taettng. The l{on Anl trag congtrucLed Lo L872
and today producee 26 varletlea of wlnea, fron a Catawba, to a Cabernet
Sauvlgnon2 however, they are nost fanoug'for thelr chanpagnea. Dlnner 1g
a buffet scheduled for 7:3Otpn, and featuree Top Round of Beef, Snow Creb,
a freeh local frled fleh,: a hone nade chicken dleh, hal, and tso Grandrna
Zappone paata dlaheg. tA'full aalad bar, potatoea, freah vegetablea, lce
crean, and coffee are lncluded ln t'he coet of 922.OO ea whlch lneludee the
tax and gratulty. Each eouple wlll be responelble for thelr bar blll.
The dlnner wlll be on one blll ao pleaae be prepared ln caeh or prePay
r,rlth a check to ne wlth your reaervatlon.

Sunday nornlng breakfagt buffet wlll be served for our Grouppe at the
Sheraton. It wlll lnclude acrarbled egg6t bacon, haah browna, french
toaet, and fresh frult, aegorted paatrlea, and your beverage. The cogt la
S?.?3 whlch lncludee the tax and gratulty. Breakfagt lE gcheduled to
otart at 8:3O an and contlnue to 1O:OO ar.

Then 1ts on to ahopplng ln the }ocal antlque ehope. Sone of ug wlII
be neetlng on the waterfront at l{cGarvy'e ln Vernllllon for lunch on
Sundey afternoon; no gchedule for thlg. I wlll have an lnfo paek ready
for each car on Saturday nrornlng wlth rnapg and brochureg of all local
attractlons.

Now for your part; L-ngeg-ygur-rgaervgt19trg-ea-egrly-aa-Poqglllg 1n
order to acqulre addltlonEl noEef roona ln our bloc. Vlc and I wlII be
raclng at Road Atlanta for the Run-Off,e fron October 9th to the 19th.
Pleaee notlfy rne early of your lntentlong. I trlll gladly accept poet
dated checks for the dlnner and breakfaat, that would be a blg help. You
cen csII the Sheraton dl.reet for your regervetlon et 4L9-625-6.2AO, you
rust ldentlfy the group to get rhe rete and roon bloc ares. Pleeae let ne
know lf you reaerve your own roon so I don't over book on ny Visa.
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Berbara Sklrnants
27244 Ryan Road
lJarren, I'tI 48092
313/ 558-3692 ny o$rn phone or you'II get Vlc at 575-9544

Pleaee regerve:

Sheraton fnn Sandueky, Ohlo
or call dlrect 419-625-6280

dlnnera at l{on Anl @ 922.OO ea

____ breakfeet Sunday AU @ 57.75 ea
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SLOW CRANKING 356 ? ' by Phil Planck

If you own a 356 or 356A you may find this article very helpful. If you own a 3568 or 356C you may

still find this article helpful.

Seven years ago I bought a 1955 356. While I have owned European "sports cars" since 1964, this was

my first Porsche. Unfortunately the original engine was in pieces and substituting in the 356 was a close cousin

l96l VW engine. Last year the correct engine was finally completed and reinstalled. Three hundred miles later

we began a 3000 mile trip that included the East (Coast?) Hcliday. The biggest pain during this trip was slow

cranking which meant slow and hard starting. This phenomena had not been exhibited with the WV engine, even

though the same starter was used along with a new bushing in the transaxle case. This was the third WV powered

vehicle I had driven and in all of these the engines started after very few cranks on the starter. At this point the

356 engine, even when cranking at normal or decent speeds does not start almost instantly as have my VW engined

vehicles. I'm not surc if this is typical 356 or not, but if your starter cranks slowly and you also have to crank more

than a little to start, you too will have a big pain.

After returning from the maiden voyage I had a list of about ten items that needed attending to on the 356.

At the top of the list was to get decctrt cranking out of my starter. If you are getting bored with this story or are

impatient I will list the three most helpful items in acquiring decent cranking from your 6 volt 356.

l. Install a 3568 or 356C starter.

2. Make and install a custom transaxle bushing.

3. Install a Exide 625 anp battery.

That's it. This should give any 356 that has the remainder of its electrical qystem (ground straps,

connections,etc) in good order decent cranking.

If you want to know why, read on. You will have to read the next paragraph anyway in order: to know how

to design your custom transaxle bushing.

Designing A Crrstom Transa-le Rrrshing

Bushing design for slow rotating shafts is zupposed to have a bushing that is considerably softer than the

shaft. To be specific 100 Brinell points less than the shaft hardness. I have measured the Bosch shaft hardness

(Rockwell B 92) and replacement bushings from Stoddard (Rockwell B 26) and thcy mect the desigu criteria.

However, even though this is supposed to cause most of the wear to be iu the bushing instead of the shaft, I have

measured the diameters of both my original starter shaft and my 3568 or 356C shaft and they both were

"coosiderably" smaller than the bore of new Stoddard bushings. This means that either replacement bushings are

ovcrsize or hard shafts still wear, especially after 35 years of use and corrosion.

Thcrefore you have to measure thc shaft diameter of your starter in order to detcrmine the custom bore

size of your buslring. Use this formula to calculate the bore diametcr of your custom bushing:

bore diameter (in.) - shaft diameter (in) + .002 in. (shaft diameter should be about .49 ir)

The other dimensions ycru will ueed to give to your local lathe operator are:

bushiug outside diameter = .651 in.

bushing length = .550 in.

bore surface finish = 32 - 63 microinch (rms)

The bushing material I used was a bronze oilite type. The design manual says to use oil impregnated grade

2 type l. It will help installation to put a slight chamfer on tlc outside diameter.



Once you install this bushing you will have a clearance to the starter shaft of about .001 in. which is nice

and snug. The design manual says you want a clearance of .0005 to ,002 and coincidentally so do some of the

various 356 service manuals. Unfornrnately some of these same manuals also say that this is the clearance new with

a maximum allowable of .010 in. Why is this unfornrnate? Well I think it is because it can be a major contributor

to slow cranking. How so? Bccause it messes up your "air gap". You want a proper air gap in your starter in order

to get maximum cranking output. The air gap is the distance between the armature and the field winding of your

starter. With a snug bushing on both ends of your starter, the air gap will be at the proper value for best starter

performance. As your transaxle bustring and armature shaft wear the air gap opposite from the flywheel gets smaller

and the air gap adjacent to the fiywheel gets iarger. This can reduce starter output significantly. If left unattended'

eventually your air gap will become zero and the armature will begin rubbing on the field windings. It wont be long

before the starter output also becomes zero. This zero output phenomena also occurs on generators which are used

once the pulley side bearing goes (I learned this on my 3000 mile trip also).

Continued use of high clearance transaxle bushings will probably also cause excessive wear on the bushing

at the other end of your starter This bustring should also be checked for .001 clearance. The two I havc checked

werc in good shape and this seems logical since most of the loads are at the transaxle end of the starter.

The design manual also zuggests molybdenum disulfide for lubricating the bushing.

Install a 356R or i56C Starter

Why a 3568 or 356C starter? Because it has four brustres instead of two and puts o:ut 25% more power,

along with higher starting speed. Actually, this starter was used on later 356A's. The older startcrs are rated at .4

HP and thc ncwer starters are rated at 5 HP. The .4 or 5 number can bc found right on the starter housing, so you

don't even have to pull it apart to fiDd out if it has four brustres. It is imbedded in the starter identiFrcation. All
356's up through 356A with tpe 644 transmlssion no. 15429 used starter type EED 0.416 L 18. 356A's from trans.

no.15430 on and all356B's and C's used starter type EED .516L35. This info was discovered in "UP-FIXEN der

PORSCHE" volume I, pg 44 and came from the 9/57 Panorama.

Install an Exide 625 Amp Battery

Why this battery? Because it has the highest amp rating of all the batteries I found that fit your 356. Hcre

is what I fouud available locally in l99l along with l99l prices:

Brand Amns Part No. Price Warranty

Exide
Battery Specialist
Ioterstate

Allstatc
Michigan Lead

625
545

575

575

600

col-lH
l-545
IBT{D
?

ICT

3957
40.95

56.95

49.99

2

24 mo.
24 mo.
30 mo.

24 mo.

30 mo.

All of the above should have the following dimensions which are critical for proper battery and battery cover fit:
9 l/8 X 7 ll8 X 9 3/8. So, make zure that this is the battery size regardless of the part number I have listed

above. I say this because my battery notes are a year old and I didn't focus on part numbers that much.

.Summing It Up

Was the 4 brush starter, custom bushing and high amp battery worth the effort. You bet. I was more than

pleasantly zurprised. My old Pre A cranks like a new car. Which of the three items had the biggest affect on

improved cranking? My guess is hrst the custom bushing, second the 4 brush startcr and third the 625 amp battery.

I hopc some of you Motor Citics Gruppes out there find this information of some benefit.
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Skirmants 356 a Vintage Winner!

Fourteen 356 Motor Cities Gruppe menrbers took the 3-L/2 hour drive to the Mid-
Ohio race track to witness the nniden run of Vic Skirnnnts (of 356 Enterprises)
neor #70 B Coupe. We also hoped to see Mr. Bill Hallandal of Southfield run his
Lotus 23, but nechanical problans grow on trees dor^rn there and his transmission
locked up, preventing his run for the glory.

Fred and Bonnie Sheill arranged for the motel in nearby Shelby, a nice morning
run to the track in our Porsches. Of the seven 356rs, only 2 were coupes, the
other 5 being Speedsters (2) and convertables. The tops were down the whole
tinre as we had great touring weather.

Eriday ard Saturday were warm up ard timing laps for the many vintage racers.
Bob Akins of 962 Porsche racing fame in a 59 Copper Monico and of course Chuck
Stoddard with 2 of his fanpus cars, a 9LA ard a 917 were out playing boy racer
in the sunshine. Eddie Atkins fronr Bill Cook was also amoung the faithful.

Saturday night was the 2nd annual Barb Skirnants track-side barbecue. We all
chipped in $5.A0 each and also brought a dish uo pass. Barb nrade wunderful
baked beans ard grilled chicken. I don't know anlnrhere you could eat so weII
for that price (except at the Sl,tR picnic! ) Over 40 people gathered around
Vic's race car arxl motor home. This was great com;nnionship!

Vic built this new race car this year and it really speaks in a thunderous
voice for his mechanical ability. In his qualifying run, Vic pulled out and
kept ahead of a Speedster (a much lighter car). Now he knew who his
competition would be on Sunday. But the Speedster owner out smarted himsetf
Surday by running higher revs in his engine, leading the first 2 laps, then his
engine let go ard he was unable to complete the race. Vic had a nice lead on
the large pack, nrany of which were vintage Porsches, to win Ist place in the
group 9 event, the feature race of the day.

On the trip honre Surday night Ted Dunham ard John Chatley did an inpromptu gas
punp change on Jack Chanrberlin's Speedster when it suddenty stopped. Also an
energency fuse change was done on Ted's coupe when the lights wnet out.
Fortunately, 356 owners have the forsight to carry spare parts ard tools for
these older cars.

Besides the Sheills, Dunhams, Chatleys ard Chanrberlin, alongr on the trip were
sabastian Gaeta , Tom and Melody Youk (vic's pit creur), Nancy Easterly, Tom
Munger, Tim Wal1s ard Martin Sheill. This was a great weekerd outing arxi we
thank Fred SheiII for the planning ard Barb Skirnrants for another fantastic
cook-out. (P.S. Maybe theres hope for our 654 Coupe yet) t Naw!

Lanita Duntram

355 ENTEtrIPFIISES
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VIC SKIRMANTS I '' NEW VINTAGE RACER

ACTION AT MID-OH]O RACE TRACK ' Photo's.....Tom Youk, John Chatley-
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