AusPuff Roar

Feb/March 2006

i 5( Sebring Endurani:eiﬁﬁéllenge - March 2005 B~




On The Cover

Congratulations to Vic Skirmants on his 600th career race
at Sebring in March of 2005. The plaque was presented to
him at our annual Holiday party in December.

The Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $20 per year due at the first
of each year. Advertising rates per issue
are as follows:

Business card size—$10,

Quarter page— $25, Half page— $50,
Full page—$85.

Please send membership dues or change
of address to:

Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road

North Branch, MI 48461.

Please send materials to be published

or advertising copy to:

Dick Beecher

beech356 @chartermi.net. Or mail to:
2487 Misty Lane, Davison, Mi. 48423

248-588-TOOL

1208 E. Maple Rd.
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PRESIDENT’S

LETTER

his is my last column as President of the 356 Motor Cities

Gruppe. At the January 21, 2006 Board of Trustees Meet-

ing, we performed our annual year-end review of our
events and finances, and appointed Mike Heilmann as our new
President. . I was most fortunate in having a dedicated Board of
Trustees and very energetic Officers, which allowed for a year of
successful events over the course of 2005. Please continue to pro-
vide Mike the same level of support and assistance you did for
me.

I think we can expect the same high level of involvement by the
new Board — with a carryover of Michael Heilmann, Tom Hudson,
Heath Hurlbert and Barbara Skirmants, and Dave Preston replac-
ing Bill Rohrer. Welcome aboard, Dave!

Immediately after we adjourned the Board of Trustees meeting on
the 21%, I convened another of many Planning Team meetings
gearing up for the 2007 East Coast Holiday Planning Team.

Other members of the Team are Dick Beecher, Ted Dunham,
Heat Hurlbert, Harry Kurrie and Barbara Skirmants and all have
been busy laying out the groundwork for the makings of the best
356 Holiday since the 1998 Holiday in Troy, Michigan. We
have developed a comprehensive work plan and schedule, and
are beginning to make some real progress. I will still be writing
a regular column in AusPuff Roar, albeit as Chair of the
2007ECH. We will keep you informed of our progress, provide
tidbits of the event as it starts to unfold. We have already been
getting some wonderful ideas from many of the members, and I
encourage you to continue to feed us your thoughts on how to
best present the 356 Motor Cities Gruppe and Northern Michi-
gan to the rest of the 356 world!!

Keep warm and see you the next event,

Dave Perersowu

he 2005
Christmas
party was
held at Can- |§
terbury Village in
Lake Orion. Seventy
one Gruppe members
and guests attended
the event. By all re-
ports , after moving
around for a few years,
it appears that we have
found a home that was enjoyed by all . Thanks to Sue and Dennis
Denyer assisted by Barbara and Dick McLaughlin the decorations
were festive and the party was a great success .
One of the highlights of the evening was a presentation of a beau-
tiful Plaque designed and crafted by Dan Christie given to Vic
Skirmants to commemorate his 600" career race.
The annual auction was spirited with a good selection of items
donated. The auction netted $2,397 for our treasury. The proceeds
from the auction are the primary source of funds to produce our
newsletter, the AusPuff Roar. Every ones participation is appreci-
ated so we may publish our newsletter without the necessity to
solicit donations or fill with ads.

Annual Holiday Party
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EDITOR’S
LETTER

Winter is upon us and we are going to try and “tough it out” by
not taking our usual two month southern trip. Its only January
and I'm not sure if I like it. Recently on a Saturday morning I
left home early to go down to Neil’s Stuart Tool for the usual
gathering of auto , political, life , and philosophy experts. There

was a light dusting of snow when I pointed the Mini southward
and didn’t appear to be particularly slippery. I stopped for gas a
few miles down the road and when I left I experienced a little
wheel spin although the roads didn’t appear snow covered How-
ever you have to take into account the awesome power of the Su-
percharged Mini.. When I reached 175 the traffic was moving at
what appeared to be normal speeds so I got on the interstate to
continue . Traffic seemed to be either running at 40 to 50 mph in
the right lane or the usual 80 in the left lanes. When I accelerated
to pass at 45 the Traction control came on and the front wheels
started to spin. Later Dennis Denyer agreed that even in his sure
footed Yukon, 45 was about the max speed. When I got closer to
Troy, the radio started to report road closures for accidents due to
(Continued on page 5)

MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE

2006 CALENDAR

February 25 —IA swap meet

March 11—356MCG Bd Mtg - Logans

APRIL 8 —SEM Garage Sale -Cooks

22—Hershey Swap Meet
29—Munk’s Tech Concour
prep. -Fred Young (SEM event)

MAY 13—356MCG Bd Mtg - Logans

7th—Spring Tour & Garage Crawl at
the Rohrer/Gaeta Auto Union Garage.
See next AusPuff Roar

JUNE 9-10—Stoddard Swapmeet

17-18—Bay Harbor Concours 30-2

30th-2nd—SEM Gingerman Club Race

September 6-10 356 Registry W. Coast

Holiday @ SnowMass/

Steamboat, CO.

7-10  Watkins Glen

9 356MCG Bd Mtg - Lo
gans

16 Munks Oktoberfest

24 Drive Your Porsche
Day-Ferry’s Birthday
(18th) -356MCG
Gruppe/SEM event

30-10/1 FallColor Tour

November 14th  356MCG Bd Mtg

July 8—356MCG Bd Mtg - Logans
23—Summer Picnic (Skirmants)

August 6-13  Porsche PCNA Parade,

Portland, OR.

12 SEM Detailing tech @
Munks

17-20 Mid Ohio, Porsche featured
marque

17 Woodward Cruise
(Peterson’s , Royal Oak)

20 Meadowbrook w/ Porsche cor
ral

December 3rd 356 Christmas Party @
Canterbury Village
9 356MCG Bd Mtg - Lo

gans

June 26 —July 1 *2007*
East Coast Holiday Boyne Highlands,
Harbor Springs, Michigan
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2007 356 REGISTRY
EAST COAST HOLIDAY

Remember the first year in your first Porsche!

This will be our fourth Holiday, with the most recent in 1998. Translated, that means that we have many seasoned veterans of past Holi-
days as well as new folks that have not yet had the privilege to serve other Porsche owners at a Holiday Listed below is a tentative list of
Holiday planning and execution activities. Please review and be ready to volunteer your services and specify Holiday activity interests.

Financials »  Goody Bags, Shirts, Gifts >
»  Legal ¢ Design & Art Work
»  Registration ¢  Manufacture
> On-Site Activities * Packaging
¢ Tech Sessions 'Y Sales
¢ Literature/Model Meet »  Driving Events
¢ Concours ¢ Routes
¢ Swap Meet & Logistics >
¢ Maps & Driving Times >

Hotel Facilities Publicity
Rooms ¢ Holiday Web Site
¢ Meals ¢ 356 Registry Magazine Ads
¢ Banquet ¢ Advertising in Other Venues
¢  Storage ¢ Art Work
¢ Overflow Rooms »  Sponsors
¢ Car Wash, Parking
Northern Michigan Things to Do

black ice and freezing rain . As the Saturday morning group ar-
rived there were many reports of accidents and cars in the ditches.
Winter driving in Michigan. By the time I left to return home
warmer temps and copious amounts of salt had cleared the roads
of the ice. .

Many years ago when we belonged to the Northeast Michigan Re-
gion of the SCCA , winter was just another opportunity to enjoy
our cars. We had “Ice Runs * on frozen lakes and “Snow Runs” on
open fields. These were timed events where everyone drove their
sports cars. Only one of our members had an Irish Green Porsche
356C which he drove as his every day car. As I recall the Porsche
with its standard 165-15 Michelins did quite well in the snow. I
have never driven any of my 356’s in the snow and I don’t think
most of us would until the first spring rains have washed the
dreaded salt off the roads. I often wonder how it was to drive a 356
on a daily basis all winter with the somewhat marginal defrosting
and heating systems. My 53 Alfa had a tiny heater core which
would put out about as much heat as blowing over a candle flame.
When [ participated ina  snow run on a very cold day I let the
car run all day to keep a little warm. When I think of it I ran a
rare [ 796 produced] aluminum bodied Alfa over a somewhat
rough snow covered field at some speed. But it sure was fun.

The cover of this issue features a beautiful piece of art by Dan
Christie to commemorate Vic Skirmants’ 600" career race.
Along the way to this milestone Vic won many SCCA national
class championships as well as being recognized by Porsche for
five years in the Porsche Cup North America. The top winners in
the Porsche Cup were awarded a trip to Germany . One year Vic
was second only to John Andretti. The story of Vic’s Porsche Cup
experience deserves more space then this letter. Look forward to
an article in a future issue.

. The presentation of the 600" career race award was made at the
Christmas party. You will find pictures of the presentation in this
issue of Vic and appropriately , Barbara , who is an important part
of this winning team. If you have ever attended a race you would

see what I mean as Barbara times and records each lap , checks
tire pressures after each race as well as keeping everything run-
ning smoothly in the paddock. At the end of each race the Skir-
mants’ motor home becomes a gathering place for friends and
fellow racers. Vic is the 356 racing “Guru” providing technical
help and advise for other racers. Barbara is the complete hostess
providing great snacks and refreshments for the visitors. Our
congratulations for past victories and wishes for many more in
the future.

We continue our series “ Remember your first year in your first
Porsche?” with David Preston’s account of his experience with
the purchase , the trip home and restoration of his first Porsche.
We're glad David decided to buy a Porsche instead of a Morgan
as he is getting involved with Gruppe events and will already be
a member of the Board . Take particular note of the two before
and after photos with the article. The picture of the coupe on the
first day home is not of a neighbor that happened to come by but
is the same person with the restored car two years and 50 Ibs.
later. While his car was being restored David went through a
restoration process of his own with exercise and proper diet to
achieve the great results we see in the photos. David continues
his healthy regimen on a daily basis . Our congratulations.

I’'m looking forward to another occasion for congratulations. It
seems that after many years of inactivity Gerald Van Vliet's
Stealth Black B coupe may be ready for the road. There has to be
a story about that.

We look forward to receiving your story to continue our “First
Porsche” series We have room for more than one per issue, so
don’t hold back, send us your contribution. I know you can’t
possibly have anything better to do as it is cold and ice covered
out side , or gray and raining or snowing or foggy or...

Dick Beecher

AUSPUFF

5 ROAR




