


PRESIDENT’S LETTER
MiChael Heilmann “astonishing breadth and depth”. I am not here to suggest that

sche’s latest finery.
I believe the in-
tense light bright-
ened for a moment
as he smiled ap-
provingly and
walked on. I then
perused the latest
offerings from the
twenty distinct
Porsche models
(Toyota has about
forty in the US).
And the thousands
of Porsche exclu-
sive options avail-
able on the various
cars. I think it
might be a bit of
an adman’s hyper-
bole to extol that
“This 2008 new
Cayenne is a
ground breaking
Porsche”. The bro-
chure aptly states
the question, “How
did all of this
evolve from Pro-
fessor Porsches’
radically simple
approach to build-
ing a sports car?”

History in the Making there is an inherent appeal in the utter simplicity and engineer-

As I entered the 2007 North Ameri- entertaining that the first modification I made to my own car
can International Auto Show, | was to remove the Blaupunkt radio in the dash. No power
knew that the apocalypse had been steering. No Power brakes. No ESP. No rain sensing wipers.
averted. I stood at the Porsche stand It is however an elegant solution to moving from curve A to
and looked over my shoulder as curve B. I believe it is the purity of that design that compels
Cardinal Maida looked over Por- the universal admiration of the 356. The fact that one can see

once remarked, “Sir, we build new ones now!”
Ladies and Gentlemen you are the real custodians of
the heritage that gave way to the current model line’s

anything is awry in Zuffenhausen. The most profitable car
company in the world must be doing something right. Yet

ing of the Porsche 356. The sound of the 1600 flat four is so

the engine without a huge plastic cover is

only a bonus feature.

We all live complex lives wired to
our e-mails and affixed to our PDAs. We

14 :
Lad Ies a nd log frequent flyer miles, driving merely ade-

quate rental cars at distant airports. It is a

G e ntl e me n yo U respite from that regimen to jump in the

slightly concave seat, crank the starter,
are the real spinning the camshaft to the magic point of

ignition and a raucous sound six feet behind

our heads engages or senses. That is the un-

]
CUStOd 1ans Of told story of the latest Porsche brochure.
the heritage The 2007 Holiday is less than five

months away and registrations are pouring

that gave way in. Heath is putting together his gorgeous

green sunroof C. Vic Rivera is trying to pry

his Speedster out of a garage in Ohio and
to the cu rrent Doc Block is shaking down his “new” old

cab on cold Sunday mornings. All of this

H ?
mOd el l Iine's effort by the respective custodians of history

is an effort to unveil their steeds to the ad-

“aston iSh i ng miring East Coast Holiday crowd at Boyne

Highlands. Don’t get left behind staring at
breadth a nd out of focus prints from CVS. Instead bear
witness to that which brings us together to
” the Stuart Tool Breakfast Club, to the dis-
depth tant muddy fields of swap meets and staring
at the CRT monitor for 356 e-bay bids. Join
the faithful for a week of great memories. |
have seen the exquisite shield Dan Christie
executed for the event and I cannot help feel

How Indeed. the excitement. This my friends transcends the newest, latest

[ asked a Former Porsche 917 engi- and greatest of any new auto show. Send in your registration

neer which current Porsche is his today. You won’t regret being there, you can only regret not
favorite, “Zees Kars? Zey are lease cars”. Heritage and His- being there. lan Macleod once said that History is too serious
tory is once again kicked to the curb at the Porsche display to be left to Historians. Come make some of your own History

in Detroit. The 550 A of a couple of years ago is a forgotten at the 2007 ECH. ‘

memory. The Black 356 C at the LA Auto show is a distant

Mike Heimanng

photographic image. Former Porsche CEO Fred Schwab
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On The

Artwork forwarded by Dan Christie:

Painting by Walter Gotschke.

In 1951 journalist Richard von Frankenberg and
photographer Julius Weitmann took the first
1300cc 356 built and “unofficially” raced it

against the

beat the Train to Rome By seven hours.
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EDITOR’S LETTER

ere we are into another
year which I’m sure will
go very fast as we all anticipate our
2007 East Coast Holiday. About two
years ago we started the process of
planning for the event. At the time it
seemed like a long way off but now
the planning team is starting to feel
"= the pressure and probably we all think
we could use a little more time. However our leader David
Peterson works tirelessly to keep everything on track toward
the goal of putting the best Holiday ever. We are fortunate
to have David at the helm.

The timing of the last issue of The Auspuff did not allow me
the opportunity to write some thoughts that I had after our
Christmas party. A few years ago Barbara and Vic Skir-
mants presented a “Helping Hand *“ award to Jack Chamber-
lin for his kindness and help to Tom Youk during his illness.
Since that time the award was presented to others and I re-
gret that my poor memory will not recall all the names. Bar-
bara advised that the award would not necessarily be an an-
nual thing however, may be given as circumstances indicate
one would be in order. The Helping Hand Award is a nice
thank you.

The result of the Christmas Party auction, over $4000, is an
example of the generosity of many of our members and how
a big thank you might be in order. The thoughts of” thank
you “ caused me to reflect on our overall Motor Cities
Gruppe membership and how a lot of “Thanks” might be in
order. Certainly a big thanks to Vic and Barbara Skirmants
for the outstanding support they provide to our club. Bar-
bara looks all year for items to bring for the auction. They
also were the first to step up to sponsor an event at the East
Coast Holiday. Barbara’s efforts on the planning committee
has resulted in much sponsor support. I think Barbara and
Vic certainly deserve the Helping Hand award however they
probably don’t need another trophy so join me in giving
them a “Thank You” when you see them.

| Speaking of the auction, we should thank
our generous bidders, Phil, Dave and Dave
whose competitive spirit made the auction a
great success. Dan Christies donation of the
one-off , Holiday logo art work got the bid-
ding off to a great start Many members do-
nated and bid on a lot of great items in the
Auction. Thanks to Sue and Dennis Denyer,
Barbara and Dick McLaughlin for arranging
and decorating for the Christmas party.
Another regular financial contributor that
many are not aware of is Richard King,
president of the Ohio Tub Club. Richard, an
avid 356 collector, restorer and 356 Enter-
prise customer has, over the past years, made generous do-
nations to the Gruppe. Thanks Richard for your support.

All year our club benefits from the contributions of our
members. Sebastian Gaeta has been the editor and now the
publisher of the Auspuff Roar for over twelve years. We can
always rely on Sebastian, often with the help of Bill Rohrer,
to plan and put on a great spring or fall driving tour. Lanita
and Ted Dunham have handled the Auspuff distribution for
many years. Contributors of articles and pictures, Dave
Burton, John McConnell and the Gobba’s to mention a few
as well as others make our publication possible. Although
we don’t have a lot of advertisers Stuart Tool, Stoddard’s,
Munk’s, Bill Demeter and Mike Heilmann are regulars and |
hope we all give them some business when possible.

What would we do on a Saturday morning without going to
Neil’s. Neil Goldberg has been the host of the unofficial
“Breakfast Club” for many years. The coffee pot is always
on with Dennis Denyer supplying the bagels. The Stuart
Tool conference room is used for Gruppe and ECH planning
meetings many mornings. Neil always has a project going
usually to help some one out or lend his expertise to solve a
problem. Ted Dunham’s artistry is often utilized to help
with some really difficult issues or fabricate an unobtainable
part. The benefit of course to Neil is that he is able to soak
up the “wisdom” that comes from the row of chairs adjacent
to his work area.

So you see we have many helping hands and that makes our
club successful. I'm sure I have forgotten some hard worker
in these thanks and I apologize.

You have a golden opportunity next summer to lend your
hands to help put on the best Holiday ever.

In this issue Dave Burton makes us aware that all 356’s are
not put away for the winter as he reports of an early winter
vintage racing event at Sebring, Florida. I’m hoping that my
Florida winter trip schedule will allow me to join the Gruppe
racers there in March.

See you in the spring , keep those cards and letters|articles]
coming.
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