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COVER: This interesting montage is made up of
photos from Rennsport. Photo by Dave Burton,
Nick Moskatow and Barbara Skirmants

ZiiNDFOLGE

The Auspuff Roar is the
official publication of the
Motor Cities Gruppe and is
published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the
Motor Cities Gruppe are $20
per year due at the first of
each year.

Advertising rates per issue
are as follows:
Business card size-$10
Quarter page-$25
Half page-$S0
Full page-$85

Please send membership
dues or change of address
to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, M|48461

Please send materials to
be published or advertising
copy to:
David Preston
d m preston2@comcast. net
Or mailto:
2853 Chancery Couft
Rochester Hills, Ml 48306

PRESIDENT
SEBASTAN GAETA

VICE PRESIDENT
DAVID PRESTON

TREASURER
TERI HUDSON

AUSPUFF EDITOR
DAVE PHESTON

TECHNICAL EDITOR
PETER STUYCK

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DICK BEECHER
TED DUNHAM
SEBASI/AN GAETA
DAVE PBESION
BARBARA SKIRMANTS

MEMBERSHIP
BARBARA SKIRMANTS

AUSPUFF PUBLISHER
DAN CHRISTIE

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION
TED & LANITA DUNHAM

WEBSITE
TOM HUDSON

PHOTOS BY
DAVE BURTON
TOM HUDSON
NICK MOSKATOW
BARBARA SK/RMANIS

Visit the gruppe online at
www.356mcg.com

356 Mechanic
Winter storage available for yoar 356
30 year Registry member
Part Time 356 Work
Bill Demeter 313-331 -4104
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Jtease Dick Beecher when I say

! ,nm my own tombstone will be

I-inscribed, "He Never Drove a

Buick". As a loyal Buick Guy, Dick
made a name for himself as a GM
super-salesman of the port-holed
product. Dick is retiring from the

thankless task of his present role
as Auspuff Editor in Chief. I am

grateful for his behind the scenes

reminders that we need this article

or that photo for the next issue of
AotPuff.

This publication is a

collaboration of many individuals.

It would be non-existent without
Dick's watchful editorial eye. Neither
the call of Central Florida in the

dead of winter, nor household

honey-do tasks of Davison keep

the Editor from his appointed
rounds. Neil Goldberg's breakfast

club would have one more thing to
complain about if it were not for
Dick's continual efforts. You would
have to know his tactful way of
posing a question so that it never

appears as a criticism to appreciate

Richard's editorial skills.

Dick isn't going anlwhere; he

is simply handing over the editorial

I haue been pnuileged to help giue some guidance

and direction to the greatest group of uolanteers that

I haae euer s€rued with.

assignment to fellow Board Member
Dave Preston. Dave is a club

booster and goal setter without peer.

Dave worked on the East Coast

Holiday and brings his business

savly and Porsche enthusiasm to
Auspuff. As many of you kno-,
Dick Beecher and Dave Preston

traded cars last year and developed

a mutual admiration society that
manifested itself in trading editorial
dury on these pages. I want to
welcome Mr. Preston to his new role
as the Motor Cities Gruppe Editor
and extend a "Gro8es Dankeschcin"

to Dick Beecher for this thoughtful
touch.

Finally, I want to note that I will
be hanging up my executive duties

as President with this column. I
have been privileged to help give

some guidance and direction to
the greatest group of volunteers

that I have ever served with. In my
travels around the United States

I get an opportunity to visit with
many Porsche individual enthusiasts;

collectors; restorers and wishful
dreamers. We have ratified the Club
bylaws and held overdue elections

For future terms. There is no group
of Porsche drivers in the wodd
who have a more devoted Board

of Directors and volunteers. I
thank Dave Peterson for asking

me to join and now it is time for a

new President to help lead the way

through the curves and esses ahead

in 2008.

\,J(/hen I first foined the club, I
asked, "\X{hat car shows does the

group participate in?" Bill Toburen
gave me this reply, "Mike, we aren't

a bunch of polishers in the 356

Gruppe, we are a bunch of drivers".
This has been our creed and guiding
principle as long as we have been

around and with that, I will shut up

and drive!
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fromJuly 1,982 toJuly 1990. It was

interesting to observe the changes

that took place in that time frame
and even more when compared to
today.

It was interesting to

obserae the changes that

took place in that time

frame and euen more when

compared to today

I bought my first 356, a C coupe, in
1982 and I joined the 356 Registry

then. My first Registry newsletters

had my parts lists folded in them,

written and priced as I started to buy

parts to refurbish that first 356.

The June/July 1.982 issue had

41, 356 for sale ads. The current
November 2007 issue has 2.In those

1982 ads Bill Peronne of California
had"an excellent Convertible D"
listed for $12,000. A restored 58

Speedster was $24,000 and a number
of SC coupes were listed from

L

n hange happens and it can be

I a good thing. \bu will see

\-/in this issue David Preston

has taken on the AaspaffEdttor's job.

I have enfoyed being Editor. With
Sebastian's help it really wasn't that
difficult.

However, as I said, "Change

can be a good thing". A couple

of months ago, as Auspuffedttor,
I sat in on a Gruppe Trustees

board meeting. In this meeting we

discussed the issue of getting newer

members more involved. One of
those changes was for Dave to take

over the Editor position.
The recent changes with Dan

Christie as Publisher, Peter Stuyck's

help with editing and Dave's

outstanding organizattonal skills

will keep the AaspulJon track and

continue to be a great publication.
I intend to help and contdbute

when I can. V/e hope all of you will
continue to contribute.

On a recent snowy gray Sunday,

I was organizing some magazines

in my collection, reached to the

back of the shelf and pulled out a

storage box that contained Registrys

PAST EDITOR'S LETTER
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CI{ANGE HEpPENS...

$5,000 to $12,000. Jerry Keyser was

President and Vic Skirmants Vice
President. Vic was also Technical

Editor. By 1990, Vic became

president and still is on the Registry

Board. Vic was also racing in SCCA

events and reported on those races.

Vintage racing didn't come until
later.

You could buy a new, O.E.M.ZF
steering box for $375. Advertisers

YnZ's Yesterdays , PB Tweeks, The
Parts Shop and Stoddard's were

selling 356 parts. Tweeks listed some

specials; complete speedster seats for
$397, Bursch exhaust $100, NPR big
bore kits for $150.

It seems that those eady issues

had more hands ofl type technical

information. The articles by Vic
Skirmants, BrettJohnson, and Dick
Pike had some excellent diagrams

to go with the" how to" articles.

Later on, Ron Roland had some

very detailed restoration articles with
illustrations.

InJuly 1982 a notice appeared

to plan ahead for the 8'h East Coast

Holiday to be held in Ann Arbor
Michigan with Ron Roland as



Chairman. The March /Apri^l1.983
issue contained an article by 8'h ECH
Event Chairman Ron Roland. Ron

recognized the efforts of Chadie

Brown as "the hardest working,
least paid". Heath Hulbert and Ted

Stanek orgarized the concours held

at Greenfield Village.

Bill Block was doing book
reviews and "Block's Books" was in
business selling from Kensiflgton,
Maryland, Tupelo, Mississippi, and

Lexington, I(entucky during this

eight-year period.

I also noted my address labels

were for Michigan, Wisconsin,
Massachusetts and back to Michigan
from 82 to 90. I said change can be

good although I can't really say that

Diane and my daughters felt that the

many moves and changes were that
gre^t.

In 1987 notices appeared that
the Motor Cities Gruppe would host

the East Coast Holiday on August
5 -7 with Ron Roland as chairman.

The headquarters hotel was the Troy
Hilton. Lou Livengood organized

a Drivers School to be held on the

Monday immediately following the

Holiday. The Holiday was held along

with the vintage races at \X/aterford

Hills racetrack that had Porsche

as the featured marque. I made a

last minute decision to attend the

Holiday and after some late night

carburetor repair drove my 65

sunroof Coupe from Massachusetts.

On a day that was over 90 degrees

by the time I got to Buffalo, I
stopped at a motel with a pool to
cool off. Aftet the event, however,.

I drove home in one 12- hour day.

I attended the Holiday alone and

my registration fee was $86 for the

entire event.

In 1988 the Registry member
chairman indicated that there were

111 members in Michigan.
There were mafly changes during
that eight year time period and

many more since then. The Registry

magazine has improved greatly, but
it may not nou/ have as much grass-

roots-ty?e technical information.
One very significant difference is

that there were no web sites ]isted

during this time. I took a quick look
and didn't find websites listed unt-il

1997.

It was 
^ 

gre t walk down
memory lane and now I know why
I save all this stuff although the

shelves are getting filled to c p^ctty.

So now I'm looking forward to
another change, in the v/eather that
is, as we will be leaving on a trip
south for couple of months. See you

in the spring.
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H[r**r]Iri;t,
volunteered to take over the job of
MCG Auspuff Roat Editor from
Dick Beecher. For those of you

who dont know me, I am the lucky
new owner of Dick's beautiful 65

Cab. Not coincidentally, Dick is

now driving around in what was my
pretty Ruby Red 64 C Coupe.

Dick leaves me some big shoes

to fill. As you all know, Dick has

been a long time member of our
Club, past President, Board Member

and most recently our Editor. He
and Sebastian really put out m^ny,
many great publications. So it sure

feels like I have a lot to live up to.

But thatt where all of you
come in. Please keep those articles

coming! Many of you have been

so helpful in the past to take a few
minutes and conuibute great articles

and pictures. If you have never

contributed an article, please do so.

If you owfl one of these cars, of
have in the past, or just plain love

these cars, by definition you've got a

story! Dont be intimated, we'll help

with editing - just please get us the

beef!

Of course, the truth is that
I have z great deal of help - my
partners in crime are Peter Stuyck,

our Senior Editor, and Dan Christie,

our new Publisher. As Dick always

says, the publisher does all of the

work anyiray!We all know the high
quality of Dan's work, and this is
again evident in the subde but very
nice freshening he has implemented
in the last couple of publications.

And let us not forgot our great

distribution team of Ted and Lanita.
Many thanks to everyorie.

The newyar looks

aerJ exciting. Ve haue a

complete new Board that

has been elected along with

d ruew President and

all new fficers.

The new year looks very exciting.
\We have a complete new Board that
has been elected along with a new

President and ali new officers. Dave

Peterson and the ECH Committee

did such a gte tjob that our Club
is in great frnancial shape. We have

a complete 2008 calendar in place,

with events aheady defined and dates

established. So mark your calendars

now - there is no excuse for not
knowing when these everits will be

occurring this year!

Some event highlights: The
Summer Picnic feturns to Ted

and Lanita's house so that we can

give Vic and Barbara abreak and
make it a bit easier for some of
our members from the south and

west to get to the picnic. \We have a

new event planned up in lovely and

quaint Alden at aloczl car show in
which the Porsche is the featured

marquee this year. Dick Beecher

was asked to invite our Club and he

and Bill Hallendal are going to set

up that weekend for us including

a Wine Tour out on Leelanau. So,

as I said, great excitement and fun
activities coming up in this New
Year. \il/e hope to see all of you at

these events!

That's it for now. Think Spring!

Many thanks to all of you,

AUSPUFF 6 ROAR
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2008 MCC Board of Trastees E lection Results

The results of the recent election for the 2008 MCG Board of Directors are as follows:

Ted Dunham - 2year term
Sebastian Gaeta - 2 year term
Dick Beecher - 2 year term
Barbara Skirmants - 1 year term
David Preston - 1. year term

The Boatd met onJanuary 126 and made appointments for the following positions:

President - Sebastian Gaeta
Vice President - David Preston
Treasurer - Teri Hudson
Secretary -LantaDunham
Auspuff Content Editor - David Preston
Auspuff Technical Editor - Peter Stuyck
Auspuff Publisher - Dan Christie
lTebsite Manager - Tom Hudson
Auspuff Mailing & Distribution - Ted & Lanita Dunham
Membership Coordination - Barbara Skirmants

We want to tecognize two of out past Club Officers who have contributed so much to the
success of our club:

Many thanks to our past President, Mike Heilmann, for his sound leadership and pro-active efforts on
our behalf these past two years. Mike takes 

^ 
gre t deal of pride in our club and that was one of his great

motivations for us during his terms.

In addition, Gerald Van Vliet has been our Treasurer for many, many years, and we offer a very special

thanks to him for his long term commitment, time, hard work and guidance during his long term as

Treasurer.

We also thank the past Ttustees and Officers who have served us very well over these past two years.

!7e appreciate all who ran for the 2008 uustee positions in this past election.

AUSPUFF 7 ROAR
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omeone commented that
"Rennsport Reunion" was

iust another phrase for
sensory overload and I believe that's

true. If you weren't able to attend

this year's event, you truly missed

something very special. $7here

else could you see; a) hundreds of
Porsche facecars, including every

type imaginable, b) a world-class,

world-renowned race faciliry and c)

wodd-renowned racecar drivers iust
mingling with the crowd, anxious to
talk to the fans?

The trek from the Motor Ciry

was made by quite a few Motor
Cities Gruppe and Southeast

Michigan Region - PCA members,

some were in Florida aheady,

by Dennis Denyer

enjoying some warm weather and

many more came down just for
the Reunion. The usual suspects

were in attendance; Neil Goldberg,
Ted Dunham,John Denyer, Dave

Burton, Phil Kubik and myself.

Ted's sonJim and his buddy Russ

from the UK ioined us and, when

we arrived on Thursday evening, we

were greeted by Vic Rivera and Nick
Moskatow, who drove down with
Vic's R Gruppe 911 in tow. Once

there, we saw Tom & Linda Sfalton
and the Doors. Already at the track

were Vic & Barb Skirmants with
close friends, Bill & Anita Stephens

from the UI( and Chuck & Cynthia

Stoddard from Cleveland. Joe

Jakubus was there, as well, helping

Chuck and Hans with Chuck's

beautiful9lT!
I hadn't been to the Daytona

International Speedwav since John
& I last attended the Daytona 500

back in 1988 and, BOI has the

place changed! The grandstands

are more plentiful, colorful and

everything is manicured to the finest

degree, much more professional

to go along with the advances in
motorsports in recent years. The
biggest changes were to the infield
and garages. Gone were the old
sheet metal garages that could
accommodate 40 racecars and

they've been replaced with concrete

structures for neady 90 cars with
fan viewing from above. There

AUSPUFF 8 ROAR
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are no more concession trailers

for hot dogs & beer, they've been

replaced with upscale facilities with
permaneflt tables & chairs and

serving gourmet farc to a much

more "upscale" clientele. There are

ultra-modern motorcoach parking
for drivers, ownefs and officials,
complete with paved pads, brick
walkways and electrical hook-ups, all

protected by attractive wrought iron
fencing, girring its users some degree

of privacy.

For this event, though, the

true STARS wefe the racecars and

they occupied the g rages. There
was every type of Porsche racec r
ever produced, from the very
ear[est 1951 Coupe with wheel-

spats covering all four wheels and

raced at Le Mans (once owned by

our own Vic Skirmants!!!) to the

latest Porsche LMP Spyders being

campaigned by Penske Racing and

Rob Dyson Racing. Legendary

cars from the past were there like

550 Spyders, RS60 & 61's, Elva

Porsches, Porsche Abarth, 356,

904, 906, 908, 910, 917, 934, 935,
936,956,962 and about evety

variant of the venerable 91,1, that
one could imagine. Oh, and drivers

like Richard Attwood, Vic Elford,
George Follmer, Hurley Haywood,
$7il1i I(auhsen, Chad-ie Kemp,
Gerard Larrousse, Rudi Lins, Udo
Schultz, Randolph Townsend,

David Piper, Brian Redman, Sam

Posey, David Hobbs,Jackie Oliver,
Tony Adamowicz, Gijs van Lennep,

John Andretti, Derek Bell,Jurgen
Barth, Bruce Leven,Jochen Mass,

John Morton, Vern Schuppan and

Chip Robinson. Add to this list
these names; Joe Buzzetta, Scooter

Patrick, Kees Nierop, David Murry,

Jorg Bergmeister and Patrick Long.

This was virtually a who's who of
Porsche race drivers. And the truly
amazingpart about it was these

drivers mingled amoflg the fans for
the better part of the weekend! No
standing in lines to get afl autograph

or having to chase a driver through
a crowd to beg for one. Of course,

we already knew that Porsche People

are the friendliest people in the

automotive wodd.
Vic & Barb had their race rig

set up in, what I thought, was the

v
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best area possible. Just across from
their set-up was the staging area for
the various fun groups, so we could

hang out there and see all of the

cars lining up to enter the track next.

Of course, the Motor Cities Gruppe
and the 356 Registry banners were

well exhibited, and as always, there

were a steady stream of old Porsche

Friends that stopped by to visit and

Barb & Vic were the ideal host &
hostess. I don't know how they do

it because the also have about the

most competitive 356 out there,

certainly the most reliable!

There was track activity from
9:00am 'til 5:00pm each day with
a short break for lunch, so those

in attendance saw plenty on track.

While the high-banks of Daytona
are no place for a356, there sure

were a lot of them running, like

2O-some! Our Vic had a fastest

time of 2:1.7.91., which was good
for 3rd fastest of the 356's and his

356-powered Dolphin, driven by

BilI Stephens, timed in at2:17.82,

pretty close, huh? Bill figured that
he better not show-up the BOSS too
much!

\Mhen it was time to head to

the airport for our trip home, we

were already talking about the

next Reunion, wherever it is to be

held. There has been talk of doing

it on the West Coast but it adds

significandy to the shipping costs of

the cars coming from Europe and

the number of those entrants has

grown by a healthy number. And
this event NEEDS alarge facility to
house the number of entrants and

fans who attend. Hopefully, they

will return to the High Banks of
Daytona again in 2010 and so will
we! You should plan to attend, as

well.

AUSPUFF 10 ROAR
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Dick Beecher and Bill Hallendalare planning an exciting August event in
Northern Lower Michigan in the town of Alden. This will be a three-day
weekend beginning on Friday and concluding on Sunday. The Twin Bay
British Car Club hosts the Alden Glassic Sports Gar Show each
summer, and contacted Dick Beecher to invite Dick's Car Club (that's us) to
participate this year. They have also decided to make Porsche the featured
marque at this summer's show. Alden is a beautiful town, full of excellent
shops to occupy your time and use up your money!

A general itinerary is as follows:
r Friday August 8th - arrival and group dinner
o Saturday August gth - day trip to Leelanau Peninsula
o Sunday August 1Oth - car show in Alden

Our goal is to have Saturday as a driving day on the beautiful
Leelanau Peninsula and visit some of the wine shops that we
featured in last summer's ECH Wine Tour. On Sunday, the Alden
Classic Sports Car Show will dominate the day.

Lodging information and more details to follow - but for now...

SAVE THE DATE!

Calendar of Upcoming Events
February 23 - 24..................I-A Swap Meet
February 27 -March 2........HSR Vintage Races at Sebring, FL

March 8......... .MCG Board Meeting
10:00AM at Sruart Tool

August 3................................. Meadowbrook Concours
August 8 - 10........................Alden Car Show & I-eelanau Wine

Tout, Details to follow, Chairpersons:

Dick Beecher & Bill Hallandal
Woodward Dream Cruise
SEM 50th Aruriversaty at

Henry Ford Nfuseum

Watkins Glen SYRAVintage Races
East Coast Holiday - Lancaster, PA
MCG Boad Meeting
10:00AM at Stuart Tool
Establish ballot for 

^ll 
2009 candidates

Drive yout Porsche Day 2008

Form a group and drive your 356!

August 1 6...............................

April 19

April 26

May 10..

Porsche of Farmington Hills
Swap Meet and Garage Sale

Details to follow
Hershey Swap Meet

MCG Boatd Meeting
possibly before the Spring Tour?
Spring Tour, Chairpersons:
Sebastian Gaeta & Bill Rohrer

Stoddards Swap Meet (tentative date)

West Coast Holiday
Squaw Valley - I-ake Tahoe
Bay Harbor Concours
S\rRA at Mid-Ohio Vintage Races

MCG Board Meeting
(Briefly at Dunhams)
Seek nominations for 2009 elcction
MCG Picnic at the Dunhams'
Chairpersons: I-anita & Ted
Brian Redman Race
Road Americ4 V{I

August TBD

September 4 - 7

September 4 - 7

September 13

Septcmber 20

October 4 - 5........................ Fall Color Tour, Chairpersons:

Tom Hudson & Dave Preston

November 6 .......................... MCG Board Meeting
0:00AM at Sruart Tool
Initiate 2009 Election

December 6.......................... Holiday Patty - Canterbury Village
(tentative date)

June 6 - 7...............................

fune 18 -22

Jrne22 -23
June 24 -29

July 1

July 13.

AUSPUFF 11 ROAR
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rFhe 2007 MCG Holiday Party was a fun event

I culminating a year of successes for the club.

I Those in attendance once again enjoyed

great food, friendly banter, and lively Silent and Live

Auctions. The bidding was fun as Mike Heilmann

and Vic Skirmants worked the crowd to attain the

highest bids for the outstanding items donated

to the Live Auction. Among the items were Dan

Christie's art work - always prized - this year won

by Heath Hulbert and a beaded, hand knit purse

donated by Patti Door (thanks, Patti!) and won by

Jan Downey - lucky girl!There were baskets filled

with German crystal and hand made note cards,

Porsche calendars, parts and even a Porsche tie!

The silent auction was stocked with delicious treats

for both our 356's and our tummies. The evening's

Silent and Live Auctions brought in over $2000 for
the club treasury to be used for future club expenses

and events.

The staff and chef at the Castle Grille Restaurant

in Canterbury Village, Lake Orion was professional

and efficient as we feasted on a buffet of Chicken

Marsala, Salmon, and Beef Tenderloin. There were

also a variety of side dishes to choose. Everyone

was so full, still the line for the beautiful array of
desserts proved that we had saved room for sweets

and coffee. There was even time for some of the

ladies to go shopping at Always Christmas, just a

couple doors away.

Dennis and Sue Denyer worked hard again this
year to make the evening's event memorable for all.

The location, room set-up, table decorations, menu,

and tasty desserts were all festive. We thank them

for an outstanding job.

Please look over the 2008 calendar now and

plan to attend as many events as possible - or at

least a couple. So much planning goes into these

events, which are for you - the members - and

the club is always looking for new ideas as well as

new faces. All of us are busy with so many things

including family and friends - and the holidays are

no exception to this - but the friendships that are

formed at these events and the fun had by all is

wofth every minute.

AUSPUFF 72 ROAR
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ECH Merchandise
Still Available!
For more information, contact:
Barbaru Skirmants,
3359 l(ngs Mill Road,

North Branch MI48461
skirmants@hughes.net
phone 810-688-9090
fax 810-688-9091

'We 
accept Visa, MC, & personal checks.

Free Shipping In Continental U.S.

View online at:

www. 35 6mcg. com/ Goodie-Store.html

Coffee Mugs, set of 4................ $25.00
Cooking Apron $ 3s.00
Event Car Badge (singles onll)

$3s.00
Event Patch small-set of 4....... $20.00
Old fashioned glass-set of 4.... $20.00
Goodie Bag $s.00
Event Patch with ECH Logo..... $5.00
Event Lapel Pin $s.00
Key Fob with ECH 1ogo............. $6.00
Long Sleeve Event Shirt............ $45.00
Soft Cooler... $2s.00
Windbreaker Jacket with
Event Logo $40.00
\Wine Glasses (set of 4) with
event logo. $35.00
Wine Botde 750 ml, w/etched
& painted event logo $7s.00

356 MCG Car Badge $3s.00
. $s.00

a

!}.

356 MCG Patch

AUSPUFF lJ ROAR
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MTHaBER AND WEBSITE
lruronMATroN

The membership address list will be updated and mailed to
all members with dues paid to the cunent date. Check your
address label for the year to see if cunent.

Please send cunent dues to Barbara Skirmants, 3359 Kings
Mill Road, North Branch, MI 48461. Dues are $20.00 per year.

Send curent email addresses to Barbara at skirmants@
hughes.net.

Please review ourwebsite, www.356 mcg.com, regularlyfor
curent Gruppe information. Send any updated information,
new pictures, calendar submissions, etc. to Tom Hudson at
Hudson@chartermi.net

r
I

I

Motor Cities Gruppe Membership Form

Join the Motor Cities Gruppe Club or Renew your Membership.
$20 Per Year includes six (6) issues of Auspuff Roar and Email An-
nouncements for events, etc.

Name

Address

City, State & Zip

Phone Numbers

Cell

W

Email Address (very important)

Please mail this form and make check payable to:
Motor Cities Gruppe
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, M148461

You may pay by credit card (MCA/isa) by calling 810-688-9090, or
you can fax the form to 81 0-688-9091 .

Card Type

I Exp Date

I

I

I

I

I

.I

L
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The Gland Nut
from eff

T-l veryone who has worked on

H a 356 ar one time or another

-l,-lh^t a storv to tell about

a piece that would not cooperate

when they tried to remove it. This
is my story.

1n2006 my wife and Bill
Demeter were bugging me about

putting my car back on the street

or, as my wife suggested, get rid of
it. Having owned it for over thirty
years and knowing how many good
miles it had left in it I couldn't see

getting rid of it. Thetefore, the only

alternative was to put the engine

back in (it had been taken out in
1,992) and get it running again.

The car was taken ovef to
Billt and he began the process of
reinstalling everything needed to

get it running and drivable again.

Before putting the engine back

in the car Bill pulled the clutch to
check its condition. The clutch

was fine. W'hat wasn't fine was the

By Gerald VanVliet

gland nut. Bill asked me if I had

ever pulled the engine before and

tried to remove the gland nut. Not
me, prior to him showing it to me I
didn't even know what or where the

gland nut was.

Upon observation it was readily

apparent somebody had had an

issue with my car's gland nut. It was

badly mauled and the corners of the

nut had been peeled back when the

prcvious "mcchanic" had attempted

to remove it with a cold chisel. It
looked secure and as the engine had

always run fine when I had driven it
years ago we decided to let it go and

reinstall the engine as it was.

Once the engine was reinstalled

and we got it running we noticed

that we had a bit of a problem with
an oil leak. Oil was running, not
dripping, from the main seal.

We ran the engine for about
10-15 minutes in order to: 1) get it
warmed up hoping to free up the

rings and, 2) get the main seal to

absorb some oil and stop leaking.

W'e shut it off and before

restarting it poured back in the oi1

which had run out. Upon firing
it up for the second time I think
I can charitably say the stream of
leaking oil had slowed. Instead of
pumping like an artery, it was now

only leaking like a mafor vein. Bill
thought ftoped) that if we let it
set overnight maybe the seal would
absorb some of the fresh oil and

stop leaking. There had been no oil
in the engine since 1992, and again

Bill felt (roped) that the seal had

only dried out due to the lack of oil
in the engine all those years.

Before running the engine again

Bill drained out the low viscosity oil
he had used when first starting the

engine and replaced it with a higher

viscosity oi1, 15\X/-40. This certainly
helped as the leak had slowed to a
drip. The engine didn't leak when
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stopped, however it definitely was

"dripping" when running. Obviously
this had to be rectified.

So out came the engine and off
came the clutch. Because the gland

nut was so badly mauled, in order
for Bill to get a socket on it he had

to grind the corners of the nut back

into a hex shape.

After this, Bill made his first
attempt to femove the nut with
an impact wrench he had in his

shop. Nothing! So, operating on
the theory "if it won't frt, get a

bigger hammer", he laid hands on
a neu/ 1/2" tmpact wrench, with an

advertised 1000 ft.lbs. of torque in
reverse. \We put it on the nut and-

nothing. Next we added some heat

to the nut to encourage it and tried
again- nothing. More heat, more

wrench- nothing. We tried tightening
the nut and then reversing the

wrench- nothing. Bill ran the

wrench until his compressof was

out of air and we had let it build up
pressure again.

After about two hours of this

we came to the conclusion that
the nut was not going to come off.
The problem seemed to be that the

nut was now rounded off so that
the socket couldn't get a grip on it
where Bili had ground off the nut

- 
to get the socket on it in the first

place.
\X/hat do we do now? More

heat w-on't help and could be really

detrimental. The bigger hammer

theory hadn't worked. What to do?

What about welding a new nut
onto the old one - a rrew nut that
has all its corners? Seemed pretty
drastic, but we didn't have a lot
of options. However, Bill's MIG
welder did not have enough juice to
firmly weld the new nut onto the old
one and it needed to be welded on
firmly.

Bill knew people who had the

right equipment and facilities to do
the job. So we loaded the engine

in Bill's van and the next day he

took it over to his friends'shop.
They welded the new nut on- really

welded it on. They then got out a

3f 4" impact wrench and gave it a
go. Just like they knew what they

were doing, the nut came right off.
There is no trick to working on

a 356, you only have to know what
you're doing. Or is it simply having
the right tools?
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2008 MoroR CrttBs GnUPPE
EveNTS REMINDERS

Seaeral 356 MCG ntembers haue preliminarl plans underwal to atterud major

355 euents thisyar. Please make note of the dates and the pintary contact if
1ou're interested in attendingthese eaents with somefellow MCC 355ers.

.\:b

6
n

West Coast Holiday 
-June 

79-22,2008 Squaw Creek, CA
Barb & Vic Skirmaflts are organtzing a group trip to the WCH and arc offering a limited amount of
356 transportation in their fantastic car haulet. Please contact Barbara at skirmants@hughes.net or

at (810) 688-2059, to inquire about transportation rates and availability.

East Coast Holiday - September 4-7, 2008 Lancastet, PA
Sebastian Gaeta is organizing a 356 caravan out to this Holiday, so if you're interested please contact him
at spg356@sbcglobal.net or at (734) 645-9381..

Watkins Glenn Vintage SVRA Races 
- 

September 4-7r2008 Watkins Glen, NY
Although this is the same weekend as the 08 ECH, Lantta & Ted Dunham can be contacted to inquire

about plans to attend these classic vintage races. Please contact Lantta at taylordunham@sbcglobal.net

or at (810) 225-6126.

rln{K,s
BOSCH
$ervice

a

-.'f 4aDVW/ L/.

or go to nnlrw.munks.com

I
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Winter, Spningr Summer on Fall...
All you've got to do is eall -
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A note of thanks to
our advertisers

The Motor Cities Gruppe wants to take this
opportunity to thank all of our sponsors who regularly
run advertisements in the Auspuff Roar. Your support
each year makes a big ditference in our ability to
publish our newsletter. So, as our advertisers, we
want to serve your needs as well. We want to start
out 2008 with a reminder of our guidelines for your
advertisements.

!n my new job as Editor, please send all

advertisements to me electronically - my
E-Mail address is below. I organize all of the content
for the newsletter and then I send everything onto
Dan Christie for publication. Dan does the real work!

Nothing else has changed -
1) The rates are the same.
2) You'll be billed at the end of the year for

however many times we ran you ads that year.

3) Unless you tell us differently, we will routinely
run your ad in each publication, as space
permits.

4) lf you have a specific need to run your ad in
specific publication, then we will definitely run it.

Here are upcoming cutoff dates for the first half of
the 2008 publications. Please submit any new ads by
these dates, or we will use the existing one that we
have:

o March Sth for April 2008 issue
o May Sth for June 2008 issue
. July 6th for August 2008 issue
You all have been long term supporters of 356s

and our MCG Club and all of us appreciate your
continued support very much!

Dave Preston
Editor & Trustee
Motor Cities Gruppe
(2481652-8270 - office
(248) 218-5511 - fax
(734) 657-8980 - cell
dmpreston2@comcast. net

356 Enterprises, LLC

Flound Trip transportation of
your packed car to Beno, NV

for the 2008 West Coast Holiday.

$2500.00

Fly into Heno pick up your car and
attend the Holiday and have extra time

Lo tour Yosemite.
Additional days in CAINV is negotiable
depending upon how many cars sign up

for trip. Departing Sat, June 14th.
Beturn date is yet to be determined.

Deposit of $1000 required by April 30, 2008

Vic I Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Boad

North Branch, Ml 48461,
810-688-2059

I
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356 ENTERPRISES^-.
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t''Pei6*h" t*t&?,.',,t.,*lX,
- Pilrforma ncsr:$tlod ifld$ilb n s
- Engine Enhancements
- Suspension & Brakes
- Pre-Purchase lnspections
- FRft Tech lnspections
- Fall Specials, Winterization

Phone: 248-5494016
Fax: 248-5494018

G i lson Motor$po rts. com
4535 Delemere Rd. Ro al Oak. Ml 48073

=.TETETETF=IFIETwww.stoddard.com
!::!!a!-rre!*

I IFOoO,

;
Featured Pails and Accessories

356 So.ticlt
NLA80390lOs
s37.50

Roar lUlndow - 356 A I Goupe
1956196r
64454$10l{0
s464.60

Stoddard
(800) 342-1414
www.stoddard.com

911 Enrhe Grlte f96$1967
src-559041.21
S Call for Price

Roar Whdor - 356 B, C Coupe
1962.1965
64+54S10106
s48r.66

941 Tech Spac EooUet
VfY\D422€.20
s5.00

356 Coupe Ensho GrU
NLA55904l{0
s105.00

trg l*n Sockot
T32-50&300
s29.40

tll*rcnal Fue! Lcvel Gau3c
T80€00000
sr4l.50

PEsF?5EH=
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CLASSIFIEDS:
FOR SALE: large selection of NOS and used 356 parts from 1953 to 1965. Shocks, gaskets, engine

parts, exhaust, cables, gas tanks, interior, instruments etc. Also a few early 911/912 parts.

Bill HallandalT2O0 Power Rd. Bellaire, MI 49615 231-377-9310

FOR SALE: Bursch exhaust system. US heater, BC model, Jet Hot coated. ln new condition used

less than 1000 mi. .Cost new $267 plus $300 jet hot coating. Will be flexible on price . Call to dis-

cuss. Dick Beecher 810-653-6599 call 810 -223-4250

Auspuff classified ads are free. Please submit reguests for classified ads to Dave Preston at
d m p re sto n2@ co m c ast net

7 I 7 I 7 Lucille Dr,. Rtchnrord. Ml 48062

Riclnrd Olivero
olflner
Oavisn d.lR E(.rths

Phone: 246-21 9-041 6
Emollr Ul7o@@ool.com
Web: www.4RKustorns.com

@

s-K
TOOLS

VISE.GRIP

Sleck a Oeckor
a,

d
g$*

"s

(}r.13111'a^..

AIR TO()L.S

}.EIL GOLDBERG
MEr.S€R - SMFI/PCA

248-5gg-TOOL

12OB E. Maple Rd.
Troy, Michigan 48083

ot

@MICHAEL G. HEILMANN, ESQ.

COUNARD & HEILMANN, PLLC
ATTORNIYS AT l-AW
2320W. JEFFERSoN
TREhrToN, MTcHI6AN 48 IA3
PxoHE: 734-592S33
FAx: 734*692-0925
EUIII.: MHEILMANN6CANDHI-AWFIRM.coM
WEBS ITE: wwW.CAN DHI.AWF I R M.coM

.NoN,T GET HURT Tw|ce.'.
L|CENSED lN MtcH|GAN. FLOBlOA AND COLORADO

AUSPUFF 79 ROAR

qRKustore
c./alomo(he &lot dTgkng hilrtaivfuhq .9?eiowliottt



Motor Cities Gruppe
2853 Chancery Court
Rochester Hills, Ml 48306

*frra
356mcA.com -

John Thomson
4600 W. Liberry Rd.
Ann Arbor, Ml 4g103

Memoer 2009
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