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COVER: This interesting montage is made up of
photos from Rennsport. Photo by Dave Burton,
Nick Moskatow and Barbara Skirmants
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The Auspuff Roar is the
official publication of the
Motor Cities Gruppe and is
published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the
Motor Cities Gruppe are $20
per year due at the first of
each year.

Advertising rates per issue
are as follows:
Business card size-$10
Quarter page-$25
Half page-$S0
Full page-$85

Please send membership
dues or change of address
to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, M|48461

Please send materials to
be published or advertising
copy to:
David Preston
d m preston2@comcast. net
Or mailto:
2853 Chancery Couft
Rochester Hills, Ml 48306

PRESIDENT
SEBASTAN GAETA

VICE PRESIDENT
DAVID PRESTON

TREASURER
TERI HUDSON

AUSPUFF EDITOR
DAVE PHESTON

TECHNICAL EDITOR
PETER STUYCK

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DICK BEECHER
TED DUNHAM
SEBASI/AN GAETA
DAVE PBESION
BARBARA SKIRMANTS

MEMBERSHIP
BARBARA SKIRMANTS

AUSPUFF PUBLISHER
DAN CHRISTIE

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION
TED & LANITA DUNHAM

WEBSITE
TOM HUDSON

PHOTOS BY
DAVE BURTON
TOM HUDSON
NICK MOSKATOW
BARBARA SK/RMANIS

Visit the gruppe online at
www.356mcg.com

356 Mechanic
Winter storage available for yoar 356
30 year Registry member
Part Time 356 Work
Bill Demeter 313-331 -4104
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Jtease Dick Beecher when I say

! ,nm my own tombstone will be

I-inscribed, "He Never Drove a

Buick". As a loyal Buick Guy, Dick
made a name for himself as a GM
super-salesman of the port-holed
product. Dick is retiring from the

thankless task of his present role
as Auspuff Editor in Chief. I am

grateful for his behind the scenes

reminders that we need this article

or that photo for the next issue of
AotPuff.

This publication is a

collaboration of many individuals.

It would be non-existent without
Dick's watchful editorial eye. Neither
the call of Central Florida in the

dead of winter, nor household

honey-do tasks of Davison keep

the Editor from his appointed
rounds. Neil Goldberg's breakfast

club would have one more thing to
complain about if it were not for
Dick's continual efforts. You would
have to know his tactful way of
posing a question so that it never

appears as a criticism to appreciate

Richard's editorial skills.

Dick isn't going anlwhere; he

is simply handing over the editorial

I haue been pnuileged to help giue some guidance

and direction to the greatest group of uolanteers that

I haae euer s€rued with.

assignment to fellow Board Member
Dave Preston. Dave is a club

booster and goal setter without peer.

Dave worked on the East Coast

Holiday and brings his business

savly and Porsche enthusiasm to
Auspuff. As many of you kno-,
Dick Beecher and Dave Preston

traded cars last year and developed

a mutual admiration society that
manifested itself in trading editorial
dury on these pages. I want to
welcome Mr. Preston to his new role
as the Motor Cities Gruppe Editor
and extend a "Gro8es Dankeschcin"

to Dick Beecher for this thoughtful
touch.

Finally, I want to note that I will
be hanging up my executive duties

as President with this column. I
have been privileged to help give

some guidance and direction to
the greatest group of volunteers

that I have ever served with. In my
travels around the United States

I get an opportunity to visit with
many Porsche individual enthusiasts;

collectors; restorers and wishful
dreamers. We have ratified the Club
bylaws and held overdue elections

For future terms. There is no group
of Porsche drivers in the wodd
who have a more devoted Board

of Directors and volunteers. I
thank Dave Peterson for asking

me to join and now it is time for a

new President to help lead the way

through the curves and esses ahead

in 2008.

\,J(/hen I first foined the club, I
asked, "\X{hat car shows does the

group participate in?" Bill Toburen
gave me this reply, "Mike, we aren't

a bunch of polishers in the 356

Gruppe, we are a bunch of drivers".
This has been our creed and guiding
principle as long as we have been

around and with that, I will shut up

and drive!
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fromJuly 1,982 toJuly 1990. It was

interesting to observe the changes

that took place in that time frame
and even more when compared to
today.

It was interesting to

obserae the changes that

took place in that time

frame and euen more when

compared to today

I bought my first 356, a C coupe, in
1982 and I joined the 356 Registry

then. My first Registry newsletters

had my parts lists folded in them,

written and priced as I started to buy

parts to refurbish that first 356.

The June/July 1.982 issue had

41, 356 for sale ads. The current
November 2007 issue has 2.In those

1982 ads Bill Peronne of California
had"an excellent Convertible D"
listed for $12,000. A restored 58

Speedster was $24,000 and a number
of SC coupes were listed from

L

n hange happens and it can be

I a good thing. \bu will see

\-/in this issue David Preston

has taken on the AaspaffEdttor's job.

I have enfoyed being Editor. With
Sebastian's help it really wasn't that
difficult.

However, as I said, "Change

can be a good thing". A couple

of months ago, as Auspuffedttor,
I sat in on a Gruppe Trustees

board meeting. In this meeting we

discussed the issue of getting newer

members more involved. One of
those changes was for Dave to take

over the Editor position.
The recent changes with Dan

Christie as Publisher, Peter Stuyck's

help with editing and Dave's

outstanding organizattonal skills

will keep the AaspulJon track and

continue to be a great publication.
I intend to help and contdbute

when I can. V/e hope all of you will
continue to contribute.

On a recent snowy gray Sunday,

I was organizing some magazines

in my collection, reached to the

back of the shelf and pulled out a

storage box that contained Registrys

PAST EDITOR'S LETTER
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CI{ANGE HEpPENS...

$5,000 to $12,000. Jerry Keyser was

President and Vic Skirmants Vice
President. Vic was also Technical

Editor. By 1990, Vic became

president and still is on the Registry

Board. Vic was also racing in SCCA

events and reported on those races.

Vintage racing didn't come until
later.

You could buy a new, O.E.M.ZF
steering box for $375. Advertisers

YnZ's Yesterdays , PB Tweeks, The
Parts Shop and Stoddard's were

selling 356 parts. Tweeks listed some

specials; complete speedster seats for
$397, Bursch exhaust $100, NPR big
bore kits for $150.

It seems that those eady issues

had more hands ofl type technical

information. The articles by Vic
Skirmants, BrettJohnson, and Dick
Pike had some excellent diagrams

to go with the" how to" articles.

Later on, Ron Roland had some

very detailed restoration articles with
illustrations.

InJuly 1982 a notice appeared

to plan ahead for the 8'h East Coast

Holiday to be held in Ann Arbor
Michigan with Ron Roland as



Chairman. The March /Apri^l1.983
issue contained an article by 8'h ECH
Event Chairman Ron Roland. Ron

recognized the efforts of Chadie

Brown as "the hardest working,
least paid". Heath Hulbert and Ted

Stanek orgarized the concours held

at Greenfield Village.

Bill Block was doing book
reviews and "Block's Books" was in
business selling from Kensiflgton,
Maryland, Tupelo, Mississippi, and

Lexington, I(entucky during this

eight-year period.

I also noted my address labels

were for Michigan, Wisconsin,
Massachusetts and back to Michigan
from 82 to 90. I said change can be

good although I can't really say that

Diane and my daughters felt that the

many moves and changes were that
gre^t.

In 1987 notices appeared that
the Motor Cities Gruppe would host

the East Coast Holiday on August
5 -7 with Ron Roland as chairman.

The headquarters hotel was the Troy
Hilton. Lou Livengood organized

a Drivers School to be held on the

Monday immediately following the

Holiday. The Holiday was held along

with the vintage races at \X/aterford

Hills racetrack that had Porsche

as the featured marque. I made a

last minute decision to attend the

Holiday and after some late night

carburetor repair drove my 65

sunroof Coupe from Massachusetts.

On a day that was over 90 degrees

by the time I got to Buffalo, I
stopped at a motel with a pool to
cool off. Aftet the event, however,.

I drove home in one 12- hour day.

I attended the Holiday alone and

my registration fee was $86 for the

entire event.

In 1988 the Registry member
chairman indicated that there were

111 members in Michigan.
There were mafly changes during
that eight year time period and

many more since then. The Registry

magazine has improved greatly, but
it may not nou/ have as much grass-

roots-ty?e technical information.
One very significant difference is

that there were no web sites ]isted

during this time. I took a quick look
and didn't find websites listed unt-il

1997.

It was 
^ 

gre t walk down
memory lane and now I know why
I save all this stuff although the

shelves are getting filled to c p^ctty.

So now I'm looking forward to
another change, in the v/eather that
is, as we will be leaving on a trip
south for couple of months. See you

in the spring.
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