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The Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is published 6 times per year.

Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $35 per year due at the first of
each year. Advertising rates per issue are

as follows:
Business card size-$ 10,

Quarter page-$25, Half page-$50,
Full page-$85.
Please send membership dues or change

of address to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI48461.
Please send materials to be published
or advertising copy to:
Dick Beecher
beech356@chartermi.net. Or mail to:
2487 Misty Lane, Davison,M|48423
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irst issue of the year - with lots of things to talk about,

lots of things planned and lots of things to do!l

Let's begin with the people. Two new Trustees, Tom
Hudson and Heath Hurlbert, were elected last November. As we

welcome them to the Board, we should, at the same time, thank out-

going Trustees Dan Christie and Dennis Denyer for their service in

helping to guide the club over this past difficult year. Tom and

Heath join second year Trustees Mike Heilmann. Bill Rohrer and

Barbara Skirmants to make up the leadership team for 2005. A
great crew to take us forrvard!

Gottfried came to my home in Royal Oak to shoot a series of photo-

graphs for one of Brad Richards' "Zen of Neato" design articles we

often featured in the Auspuff Roar. He was here most of the day,

also taking photos of the car at speed with some of the old houses

of the neighborhood in the background. The design study photos

were shot in the parking lot of the church across the street, which

also runs a pre-school, and we were sharing the parking lot with
these kids playing those most important pre-school games.

Gottfried, in typical Gottfried-fashion, queried as to whether we

could take a short time-out. He then asked for permission of the

pre-school teachers, gathered the kids together, and loaded them

into his red C cabriolet. Amid giggles and screams of "Me too, me

too!", he proceeded to shoot at least twenty or thirty pictures of
smiling four year-olds overflowing the car. It was very hard to tell
who was having the most fun - the children all packed into this

beautiful red convertible or Gottfried!! It was a fine day for all -
and one of my nicest memories of a dear friend.

above Scholarship Fund and send to Gottfried's sister, Mrs. Inge

Baumgartner,4l l Darrow Street, Albion, Michigan 49224.

To help fill these shoes, three of our members have offered to as-

sist with some of the club's behind the scene activities. Dick
Beecher volunteered to be Auspuff Roar Editor, assisting Sebastian

Gaeta in the publishing our four-star publication. Tom Hudson

stepped up to the plate and will be our new Web Master' and is al-

ready busy working on the web site. And Dan Christie, who also

has a fantastic artistic eye. rvill be working with both Sebastian and

Tom as our Art Director.

Without a doubt, the greatest impact on the 356 Motor Cities As you can see a few pages further in, the Trustees have already

Gruppe in 2004 was the untimcly passing of blocked out the key activities for the coming

our friend, Gottfried Hogh. In addition to be- year, nicely spacing our events with other na-

ing an acrive participant at all of our events, "One Of thg itgms Up fgf tional and regional events. Although we have

ff:[::1J?:.*,r'ffi'f:*:::lT['rx]"' discussion...is th1 relibili! or :H[1'.',HiliiT,r:::,:Jili]ffillJ:::
And he did all of those things extremely well. the Motor Cities Gruppe execution. Ir's a wonderful way to get to know

Bur that does not really describe Gottfried or hOSting a 356 RegiStry EaSt the other tub owners better, while making a

how much he so quickly became a part of the coast Hotiaay in eitrrei 2006 fine contribution to the club. Pick up the

overall fabric of the club. He was also the con- ' '-"-:^: 
------- phone and give any one of us a call.

summate gentleman, with a ready smile and an ol 2OO7 
"' 

r

unbridled willingness to offer himself to other Do you remember 'back when', when we used

people. And it's that memory that we carry of to have bi-monthly evening meetings at a local

Gottfried within the Motor Cities Gruppe. A little sidebar story cap- restaurant? They were quite successful for a while. But over time,

tures for me the essence of Gottfried: attendance dwindled to just a few folks, so a little over a year ago

rve cancelled them. Well, they are back - but with a slight twist.

Given that so many people show up at Neil's for Breakfast Club on

Saturday mornings, one of the Trustees came up with the brilliant
idea of resurrecting the meetings on a Saturday right after Breakfast
Club. They will be conducted at Logan's Steak House in Troy,
starting February l2th, and every tlvo thereafter. Check the section

in the newsletter providing location, directions and subsequent

dates on page 5.

One of the items up for discussion at the bi-monthly meeting (and

yes, we will conduct business worthy of your attendance), is the

feasibility of the Motor Cities Gruppe hosting a 356 Registry East

Coast Holiday in either 2006 or 2001 . Pros and cons, as well as

possible locations and venues, have been tossed out on the table.

So, ponder on it a bit, and bring your ideas and thoughts to the

meeting on February l2th.

In memory of Gottfned, the Motor Cities Gruppe has donated

$1,000 to the Anna & Ludwig Hogh Memorial Scholarship Fund at

Albion College (Gottfried's parents). If you desire to personally

contribute, make out your check to 'Albion College'. noting the

And lastly, check the Events Calendar on page 6 for the Winter
Blues Dinner in March. See you there,

bl.re PareR.gou
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t is with some reluctance and concern that by writing

must advise that I will be going on vacation for the months
of February and March to contemplate my new position.
We had our annual Holiday party December 5'h at Baker's in
Milford. 70 Gruppe members, spouses, and Guests attended.
The count was down somewhat from previous years. Please
advise a board member if you have any input concerning the
party or any of our events. The Auction was held within our
time schedule so we could have some social time before and
after dinner. It seems to work well as comments regarding
the lengthy auctions in past parties caused us to implement
the silent auction and limit the live auction time. Our reve-
nues were down somewhat this year. We did however raise
$2200 for our treasury. The auction helps cover the cost of
producing The Auspuff and our website. We appreciate

this letter I am accepting the job as editor of The Aus-
puff. There is no question that our publication is
probably among the best of all the Registry's regions. I

don't think that most of us realize the work it members who are so generous with their con-
takes to produce a newsletter of this quality. I "l was asked by the tributions of items for the auction Thanks also
don't think that "newsletter' does it justice,

Board to be for the spirited and magnanimous bidding.
it's a pretty darn good magazine. So you can You may note that there is no article in this
imagine my anxiety to follow the efforts of Sebastian's issue of the Holiday party. Last year we took
Sebastian and Gottfried 'helper'...however our camera and took a number of pictures and
I was asked by the Board to be Sebastian's
"helper", follow up on articles, get events cov- in the last noted that there were others also taking shots

of the festivities. Of course there was
ered, etc., which I accepted, however in the AUSpuff Sebastian Gottfried getting some really good pictures
last Auspuff issue Sebastian immediately pro- immediately that ended up in The Auspuff to record the
moted me to Editor. I rvill do my best however

Promoted me to event. At the end of the evening this year , as
because I know that I'll have Sebastian's help were getting ready to leave we realized that

I

with the really tough part of putting ir all ro- Edi
gether. So I will be leaning on a lot of you to
cover events, write articles, provide photos and generally do
most of the work. After all I am the Editor in Chief. Please
send any article or comments to me for input to The Auspuff.
My e-mail is beech356@chartermi.net. Or mail to 2497
Misty Lane, Davison ,.ldi.48423. As I accept the position I

tor." we had left our camera home and solreone
else advised that they had done the same. It

was ironic that no photographs were taken that evening
Maybe it was another kind of moment of silence, as we had
earlier for Gottfried

brcr

F(Dr SaI(e
1958 Porsche 356 Convertible "D", Serial Numb er 85647 . (sold and titled in
USA in 1959) Mileage when purchased: 127 ,115, Mileage now: 131,600
Signal Red exterior, tan vinyl interior, tan canvas top, tan tonneau cover, tan
floor rubber floor mat, also German square weave carpet mat. Engine and
transmission enhancements and services performed by 356 Enterprises, vic
Skirmants of North Branch, MI Phone: (810) 699 2059; Email: skir-
mants@direcway.com Other enhancements and services performed by
Gmund Werks West, Ted Dunham, Milford, MI (810) 225 6126 and Peter
Stuyck (248) 865 9905. Sale of vehicle "as is" and will include a modest as-
sortment of spare parts as "discovered". Sale is contingent on being able to
repurchase the vehicle on a "first rights of refusal" basis. Vehicle is cur-
rently insured by Hagerty Classic Insurance (coverage provided by CNA
Continental Insurance Co.) (800) 922 4050 John V. Pampu. They provide
superb "stated value" coverage allowing owner to use the vehicle without
restrictions. Reasonable rates and highly recommended. Price: $52,500.00
Seller: Richard A. Hinson 30355 Oakview Way Bingham Farms, MI48025
Phone: (248) 594 4460
Fax (248 594 4461 Email: richardhinsonl @mac.com
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