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appy New Year! Man, 2012 sure went by

" quickly. | used to laugh when my elders

“told me that each year went by faster

than the previous but you know, they
were right.

It was great seeing everyone at the Holiday
Party. We had a nice turnout and raised a
goodly sum for the club operations. Thanks
to all who donated auction items and thanks
again to the successful bidders. Thanks
also to Sebastian, he makes a very polished
auctioneer. And thanks most of all to Sue
Denyer and Barb McLaughlin, they really know
how to party. We had a bittersweet item at the
live-auction; Polly sent a framed picture of a
911 Turbo from Gerald’s collection. She also
sent along a number of other pieces from
his Porsche memorabilia for the members to
peruse and take as keepsakes. The last issue
made a nice tribute to Gerald and this one
has another of his articles that had yet to be
published. He is missed.

Now that it’s January, you need to make
plans to attend our annual winter event, the
Chili Cook-Off. Except it’s not going to be a
Chili Cook-Off this year, Barbara is changing
it up. On Saturday February 16th, we’ll be
enjoying the Mid-Winter Pot Luck at Leon &
Lulu’s. Bring your best dish to pass and arrive
at 5pm sharp. This should be a gastronomic
delight. By the time the Pot Luck Dinner
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happens, winter will be half over and your
winter projects should be well underway or
you won’t be ready when the weather breaks
and we can again enjoy our tubs on the open
road instead of just indoors.

| know | have a list of work to get done--I
just can’t seem to get into serious cleaning
during the driving season--what can |
say? Every time | walk into the garage and
ask Diane’s Roadster “Do you want to get
washed, or do you wanna go for a drive?”
Her Roadster says: “Drive me!”.

Meanwhile, the Board met in early January to
plan the coming events and set the calendar.
All your favorites will be back and we’ll try
to keep your interest piqued. If you have any
ideas for a new event or a way to freshen one
of the classics, let us know--we’re always
looking for inspiration. Another thing your
Board has done is asked some of the long-
term club leaders to serve as advisors to the
Board. We appreciate that Dennis Denyer,
Dave Peterson, Ron Roland and Vic Skirmants
have agreed to fill the advisory positions and
continue their long service to the Gruppe.

It won’t be long before our Spring Drive is
upon us and the good weather is back. Yeah,
| know--I"m only helping rush another year
along. See you on the road.




There Are Things We Know,

Things We Don't Know,

 And Things We Don't Know
W@ D@ﬂgt Kﬁ@‘w by Gerald Van Vliet

: y title comes from some recent days spent
attempting basic repairs to my Porsche. When
| first heard Don Rumsfeld make the above
statement, | scratched my head and said, What?
Now after several days working on seemingly

simple tasks on my Porsche, | know exactly what he was
talking about. For instance, and stop me if you've heard
this one, my gas gauge only half works. It shows almost full
when the tank is full but when it shows empty the tank is
still half full. That should be relatively easy to fix (this is the
point where you stop me, because you've been to the point
of “that should be easy to fix"). But first | need to take a look
atit.

“Things we don’t know”: Upon an examination | find that a
901 bodied car has a different gas tank measuring device
than a 356. The 356 has a little float device that literally floats
in the tank, going up and down with the level of gas in the
tank. The 901 bodied cars on the other hand have a cylinder
going down into the tank which must have some mechanism
in it which measures the level of fuel in the tank. | say “must
have”, because | was never able to get the cylinder out of
the tank.

“Things we don't know we don’t know” The cylinder is
attached at the top to a power source, or the sending unit,
which in turn runs somewhere else in the car, to an area
which is inaccessible. The cylinder is longer than the power
source to which it is attached, thus it not possible to get the
cylinder out of the tank without cutting the power source.
Alright, so just unplug the connection on top of the cylinder
(the sending unit) from the cylinder. How? It doesn’t come

apart. So not only don'’t | “not know”, | don’t even “not know
what | don’'t know”. How do these parts disconnect? Do
these parts disconnect?

Second, for instance. The rubber molding around my vent
window, passenger side, is all chewed up and doesn'’t seal
well, not well at all. Stoddard sells a replacement. Just get
the part, take the door panel off and unloosen some screws,
drop the window down, take the vent window out and replace
the molding.

“What we know”: if it went in it must come out.

“What we don’t know”: how do you get the window apart to
replace the molding. Simple, take off the door panel to gain
access to the mechanisms inside the door and it will become
apparent how it works.

“What we don’'t know that we don’t know”: With the door
panel off, it is no more apparent how to get the vent window
out of the door than it was before the panel was off. After
looking at the shop manual and the door from every angle,
it is no more obvious how you accomplish this task, then
before | removed the door panel. “Things you don’'t know
you don’t know”!

Third, for instance. “Things we know”: The driver side window
on my car sticks going down. You have to sometimes push
on it with your hand to get it to go down. The passenger
door’s window works fine.
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