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ON THE COVER:

Heath and Kathy Hurlbert in
their Outlaw Speedster at the
2003 Gruppe Picnic held at
Vic and Barbara Skirmants'
home in North Branch.

The Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is pubtished 6 times per year.

Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $20 per year due at the first of
each year. Advertising rates per issue are

as follows:
Business card size-$ 10,

Quarter page-$25, Half page-$50,
Full page-$85.

Please send membership dues or change
of address to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI48461.

Please send materials to be published
or advertising copy to:
Sebastian Gaeta
4070 Brookview Ct
Ann Arbor, MI48108
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For Sale
A few hundred NOS 356 parts from an independent Porsche
repair shop.

Shocks, mufflers, heat exch., brakes, cables, light lenses,

clutches, engine gaskets, bearings, rings, pushrods, fuel
pumps etc. Also used parts from 1953 to 1965, early
9lll9l2 & 550 Spyder- gas tanks, interior panels, seats,

instruments, glass etc. Call for list.

Bill Hallandal
231-377-9310

=

356 Mechanic
29 year Registry member

Part Time 356 Work
Bill Demeter 313 -331-4104

AUSPUFF 2 ROAR

L
\-

t
t.:



ere it is in late May as I write this and we're
coming into the "meat" of the Porsche season. If
it ever stops raining, this could be a GREAT Por-
sche summer. Judging by my mail and the SEM

Porsche Club and the 356 Motor Cities Gruppe calendars,
we could overdose on Porsche activities. June 6th was our
second annual Dinner Cruise hosted by the Sebastian & Nar-
meen Gaeta and the photo you see below of Sue and I in the
SC was taken there by Gottfried Hogh. The following week-
end was the Stoddard Imported Cars Swap Meet in Wil-
loughby, Ohio and Coming up are: Porsches to Pinckney (a
relatively new event that has drawn large crowds and great
times), the Auburn Porsche Swap Meet in Indiana, the Por-
sche Parade in Ft. Worth over the 4th of July (UGHll!),
Southeastern Michigan's Club Race at Gingerman Raceway
in South Haven, both Club's picnics, etc., etc., etc. And to-
gether with the fact that Sue & I are first-time grandparents
(A BOY!!!) and planning another family wedding, our week-
ends are filled.

There is a large group of MCG members who are attending
the Speedster Anniversary celebration in Monteney, Califor-
nia next month. There is at least one full truck load of cars
heading west from here; Dick & Shirley Gobba's black
Speedster, Heath Hurlbert's Speedster and his America

Roadster, Diane Burton's Roadster, Loren Shook's Speed-
ster, Vic Rivera's Convertible D and his Roadster and I
know that I have forgotten somebody (sorry!). Plus, there
are a few who will be attending the event but not taking a
car. It sounds like a ball and I'm envious.

But the one who tickles me the most is our good friend, Mike
Robbins, from Indiana who will be driving his Speedster to
the event and on his way back home will just swing through
Ft. Worth to attend the Parade. That's nearly 5,500 miles,
folksl In a Speedster that he's owned since new and has ac-
cumulated well over 500,000 kilometers. Years ago, Porsche
would give out fancy car badges to owners who's cars
passed 100,000 kilometers. When Mike's passed the
300,000 mark, Porsche hadn't had anyone do that, so they
had a special one made up for him. Same thing happened
when he passed the 400,000 mark and I'm anxious to hear
about what he'll have for the 500,000. Those of you who
frequent the 356 Talk line are very familiar with Mike, as

he's a frequent contributor. His black Speedster is an eye-
catcher, for sure, and people are just blown away when they
see his badge on the back. Now there's a Porsche Guy!

be*.r*.rtg beuyec.
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Tub Snap shot or Porsche 356 Photosession?

It was the end of last October that Heath Hurlbert and Richard Hin-
son came to the U of M Matthaei Botanical Garden in Ann Arbor.
with their respective 356's. I had arranged the photo session with
Heath after the June 2003 Skirmants' Summer Picnic and Open
House, but it took a bit longer than I anticipated to finally get to-
gether. Having Richard accompany Heath on that drive outing and

photo session was an added bonus from my perspective. I had

taken some photos of his red Convertible D on a couple of previous
occasions, but I would classify the results from those instances as

opportunistic snapshots. This time it would be a somewhat more
organized and directed session.

As part of the photo session. I set up for medium speed drive-by
photos. In these photos, the hand-held camera pans or fbllows the

car moving more or less perpendicular to the lens axis. By setting
the shutter speed quite low, in the 1/50 to lll25 second range, and

by stopping down the lens aperture correspondingly from f/16 to
f132, one can affect an intentional linear blur of the background.
This gives the visual sense of speed. The trick is to minimize the

motion of the lens relative to the moving vehicle during that quite
long exposure time. Remember, a 32 mph vehicle moves about 12"

to 5" during that shutter time range. The camera lens must track the

car to within a small fraction of an inch for the latter to appear

sharp against a blurred background.

During this dynamic portion ol'the photo session it was very con-
venient and efficient to have more than one car drive by. I could
take one or more shots of the first vehicle and then correct for rec-
ognized problems by the time the next car came by. For this type
of shooting, it is even handier to have a rapid sequencing digital
camera or a motorized 35mm film camera (with a generous lilm
budget).

The results of the drive-by segments of this
photo session are on the bottom left corner
ofthis page and on the cover the previous
issue ofAuspuffRoar. The cover photo of
Richard Hinson's Convertible D was the

last frame and only relatively sharp one of
a series of half a dozen sequential expo-
sures taken on one pass. The passenger

side corner frontal view of Heath driving
his low-slung Speedster down the Matthaei
Botanical Garden drive was the second in a
series of five, and again, the only reason-

able sharp image of suf ficient quality to be printed here (see below,
lelt photo).

This is a premeditated photo, a small part of a larger photo session

that was planned. Well, the planning may have been a bit loose and

ragged, but it is not an opportunistic snapshot, as are the driver's
side views of Heath's Speedster on the bottom of the following
page. Both of the latter (as well as the cover of this Auspuff Roar
issue) were shot at the Skirmants' Summer Picnic. These are clas-
sic snapshots, and very little planning and preparation on my part
went into them. Sure, I had in mind the task to document the Skir-
mants' summer picnic event and their new residence for the news-

letter and the Gruppe website, but the photos themselves Just hap-

pened' as the scenes developed in front of my camera. Little or no

thought went into process of deciding to lift the camera to eye and

snap away.

Now you might think that the well planned photo session yields
more and better images. Reviewing some of my photos arising from
the two shooting modes I come to an indeterminate answer. It ap-

pears that I have just as many duds and failures in the one mode as

in the other; the frequency of really good results is as low under the

snapshot method as it is in well planned photo outings. About the
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