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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
Michael Heilmann

A physician friend once told me that there
are no minor surgeries, only minor sur-
geons. The Porsche corollary ofthat adage
might be that there are no ugly 356s, only a

356 awaiting its destiny. The spring drive is
now history and it was remarkable to me for
two reasons and two cars.

Sebastian Gaeta and Bill Rohrer's garage is
always a meeting of the old and the un-
usual. Then there are unique time worn cars
too! Bill showed off his "new" North Caro-
lina FOMOCO F-100 shop truck. Dave Bur-
ton pulled up in his stunning classic XK
Jaguar and out ofthe ether drove Gerald
VanVliet in his venerable B coupe. This
hoary black coupe has resided in Gerald's
garage for decades without seeing a mile of
pavement. It was rumored to be a shelf and
nothing more. It has more patina than rust.
It is an archeological treasure that has been

hammered on, buffed down to primer and
breathed on mechanically by Bill Demeter.
You may remember the Woody Allen movie
set in the future in which he finds an old
Beetle and twists the key and it starts right
up. Well the seasoned veteran from Stutt-
gart needed more than a twist to get going,
but go it does. There are those who won-
dered aloud when it was going to be re-
stored and Gerald replied that he is simply
going to drive it "as is", where is. This to
me is a great thing. The deans of the Con-
course may dismiss the act of driving this
experienced fossil. Yet, I cannot help but
think that Ferry is smiling in the heavens as

he witnesses this act of insurgency. You go
Guy!

That Sunday Sebastian led us on yet another
fine tour of the roads of Washtenaw County.
A long chain of 356s was joined by
Gottfried's old Vanagon VlV bus and a

Creamsicle 914 Limited Edition. Sebas-
tian's Red C cab pulled effortlessly from the
stop sign and there was a most unusual 356
A crossing at one ofthe intersections. It was

what could only be described as a beater. It sported huge oil barrel
sized rear fiberglass flares with the largest VW dune buggy chrome
wheels I have ever seen bolted to a drum brake. It had a thick oily
blackish brown paint. Inside the shifter was capped with a white cue
ball and the classic banjo steering wheel had long ago given way to
a pitted chrome Grant steering wheel mounted on big hub. Sebas-
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tian motioned for the A to follow us. The
fellow jumped right into the group and
joined us for a fabulous meal at Metzger's
Deutsch Restaurant. The mystery 356
owner told me that he was on his way
back from church and was happy to meet
our acquaintance. He had owned the car
for many, many years and really had
never done much to it other than drive it.
He found some air shocks and installed
them on the rear to prevent the mammoth
tires from hitting the fender wells. First
and foremost, he enjoyed driving the car.
He wasn't losing sleep or points because
he couldn't find a genuine red tipped
Hirschmann antenna to mount on the
cowl. This fellow enthusiast was asked to
join the Motor Cities Gruppe and hope-
fully he willjoin us on a future-driving
event. The car may never win a prize in
its current state, but it represents the fun
that this club embodies. It is the spirit
deep within that car that spoke to Harry
Pellow when he told us to "Keep the
Faith". So if you see an old 356 with the
wrong engine and wrong Behr decals on
the air inlet box, ask that potential enthu-
siast to join us. The 2007 Holiday will
soon be here and we need everyone's help
to make this event an event to remember.

On another note I want to mention that
our Club Webmaster Tom Hudson is hard
at work refining the club website; 356mo-
torcitiesgruppe.com. If you have not vis-
ited, please take a moment to click on it
and paste it into your favorites on your
computer. We have to be the luckiest
Club when it comes to talent. This site
looks good, feels good and is easy to navi-
gate. It is a fine compliment to the pages
you are holding in your hands. It features
news, events and a vast array of high-
resolution images ofour favorite cars.
We want the calendar to be up to date and
accurate. The board has been having lots
ofdiscussions about the site and looks for
your suggestions to "tune-up" our Web
presence on the Net. Do we want to limit
calendar events or broaden their content?
Let us know and we will try and incorpo-
rate your comments in Version 2.0.
Shoot me an e-mail at:

mheilmann @candhlawfi rm.com with
your editorial views. The 2007 Holiday
will also have a fine Web presence. So,

Log in and enjoy another great season of
Porsche events, tall tales and llne photog-
raphy.

Mtcsa.eu
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On The Cover

The frame of Ted Dunham's 550
Replica. See page 14 for the full story

The AuspuffRoar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $20 per year due at the first
ofeach year. Advertising rates per issue

are as follows:
Business card size-$10,
Quarter page-$25, Half page-$50,
Full page-$85.
Please send membership dues or change
of address to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI48461.
Please send materials to be published
or advertising copy to:
Dick Beecher
beech356 @ chartermi.net. Or mail to:

2487 Misty Lane, Davison,Mi.48423
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In this highly technical and fast
paced world of Newsletter publish-
ing, sh stuff happens. In the last
issue the difficulties started when
Sebastion's computer sort of "locked
up".[Technical] He then had to
start all over again and redo the
entire issue. This additional work
took him right up to the last day be-

fore his vacation.{ Fast Paced} The
issue was sent to the printer with the
four page center section planned to
be in color. I was really surprised
when on Saturday morning at

Stuart Tool there was Neil's copy ol
Auspuff that arrived before mine
and with great anticipation opened

it and found no color pages to go
with the Jay Leno Garage visil arti-
cle. I think I said "golly gee , I'm
disappointed "or something like
that. It seems that something got

lost in the redo or transmission and
the printer went ahead with the is-
sue in black and white. { Technical }

As I said" stuff happens." I was

pleased that a number of people who
advised that they still enjoyed the
article and we didn't get too much
grief. I didn't get fired and will try
to do better.
Speaking of color , every time we
get great photography like Dave

Burton's "roadster article, or shots

like John Chatley provided this is-
sue ,I wish we could do color . How-
ever color printing is expensive and
as we have said before the Auspuff
Roar is primarily funded by our
Christmas Party auction. I for one

would rather have it that way then
have a newsletter that is 507o ads.

In this issue Dave Peterson provides

an update of the 2007 East Coast Holiday
planning activity. Dave will continue to
submit the updates until the Holiday.
Dave Burton submitted an interesting
look at his British and German Roadsters

of the similar time period. And, as I said ,

with the usual great Photography.
John Chatley provided some snap shots of
Neil Goldberg's A coupe . The first im-
pression is, that this will be a stunning car.

The color combination is outstanding.
Our publisher Sebastian not only will as-

semble the issue but provides two articles ,

the Spring Tour and a first look at Ted Dun-
ham's latest project , the 550 + + Spyder.

Thanks to all you contributors.
What you won't see this issue is an article
regarding " Remember your hrst Year in
your first Porsche". Had some " maybes "
but none arrived. I'm hoping ior some of
you to come through for forth coming is-

sues. And finally , what are our dead-

lines ? We have
fallen behind our deadline target. We plan
to publish our Newsletter to generally ar-
rive the months that is between the Registry
mailings. So ,very soon after you receive

this June /July issue our next deadline for
the August / September issue is July l0th. ,

following deadline September l0'h ,and so

on.. Now you know the deadlines don't set

back, start writing those stories. I will be

glad to help with editing , that's what I get

paid for. Paid? Don't make me call you.

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Dick Beecher
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