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Alex Pollock's 1964 904-028
Photo by Dan Christie
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
I

I

p y the dme you read this, the Spring

l)Tou. will have happened and I

hope it was a great success! Now that

the driving season is here, we can look

forward to the Stoddard swap meet, Bay

Harbor Concours, the Mid Ohio Vintage

Gran Prix, the Gruppe Picnic at the

Dunham's and the Alden Car Show in

August. Be sure to check out 356MCG.

com and click on the upcoming evenrs

section.

Your Board of Directors is planning

to conservatively invest the funds in our

treasury. Our goal is to help grow our

money, ensuring the solvent future of the

Gruppe. V/e are quite comfortable now

financially and would like that to be the

case for many years to come.

Tires Anyone?
Now on to the fun stuff. If you run

5.5" wheels, then you have virtually an

unlimited choice when it comes to tire

brands and sizes. Since 5.5" rims were

never offered on 356t, then who cares

what size tires you have as long as they

don't rub your fenders, right? I say that

in iest, but mostly out of enry. We 4.5"

rim owners are VERY limited nowadavs

when it comes to tite brands and sizes.

I have done a bit of research and what

I have found is that most of the big-

time tire producers have abandoned the

1.65/80 15" tires that 6t so well on the

4.5" rims. Gone are the names Goodyear,

B.F. Goodrich, Dunlop, Continental

etc., unless you want them with white

sidewalls, then they are available. Here are

the 165/80 15" black sidewall tires that I
was able to find on the net:

http:/ /universaltire.com
165R15 Vredestein Sprint Classic Blachrall

"H" Speed Rated. $99 each.

The Vredestein seems to be a good

tire with a vintage "dogbone" tread

pattern and a rounded sidewall that looks

right on a 356. Price is not bad compared

to some others and is probably the best

choice if you want a totallv vintage look

without a high price. I have heard many

good things about these tires.

www.Cokertire.com
165HR15 Nfichelin XAS (requires rube)

$226 each. 165SR15 Michetin XZX
(rubeless) $144 each.

The XAS, in mv opinion, would be

great for a concours car, but whv have a

tire with tubes if you really drive your car.

In that case, if you must have Michelin,

go with the XZX as it (ike the XAS

and the Vredestein) has the rounded

sidewall and the "dogbone" tread pattern.

Michelin quality at a lower price than the

XAS.

www.tirerack.com
165/8015" Kumho 758 Powerstar $34

each. The Kumho has been a favorite of
mine, as I reallv put the miles on my car

and change them every other year. The

758 has the rounded sidewall that looks

good on the 356 but has a modern tread

pattern. If you can live with that they are

^ 
gte t choice. The only problem is that

the Kumho 758 has been backordered

for over ayeadl have searched far and

wide for the 758, but have found none

available, either locally at different tire

stores or on the web. I was really starting

to doubt that Kumho would make them

again, but after contacting the factory I
received a speedy reply that they will be

available again by Summer 2008. Good
news if you like the Kumho.

If you are looking for an economical

165/8015" tire like the I(umho,I have

found an alternative here in the Detroit
area. Check out Mccotmack Racing
3563 Fott St. Lincoln Park, MI. 48146,

800-999-3724, they sell the 165/801.5"

Nexen radial ($50 each) as a skinny front
tire on drag racers. I figure if they are

good enough as a front tire on a top fuel

dragster, then they will be iust fine on

our tubs. I went in person to see them

and came away impressed. They had the

modern tread pattern like the Kumho,

but did not have the rounded sidewall.

I checked the DOT code on several of
them and they were made in 2007 and

2008, so they are fresh. I bought a set for
my coupe after researching them on the

web. Manv positive comments on tire

enthusiast chat boards indicated that they

were quiet, had good grip, and handled

well in the rain. I'll report back here on

my experience with them once I get them

mounted.

Please contact me if you find any

errors or have more infbrmarion on

available 165t so I can report on it next

time.

Regards,

Sebastian
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Hello Everyone -

As you read this, the first MCG
Club event of the season will have

occurred and we thank Sebastian for
putting together a gteat Spring Tour.

What a gre t day 
- 

loads of fun,

great weather, really great to be out
driving in our 356s.

Next up: The Summer Picnic at

the Dunhams onJuly 13th!

It just nevef ceases to amaze me

that the fun of driving these great

cars just keeps getting better. I guess

that every year that goes by we recall

how lucky we are to have such a

fun hobby. I could look at these

cars all day long and never tire of it.
That's why I enjoy getting together

at our events, to look at the cars, ask

questions and share stories and great

friendships. It doesn't take much

effort, you come to the event, shake

a few hands, and before you know it,

you're involved!

I am relatively new to the 356

world, having owned two of these

cars in just over 7 years. It seems like

yesterday that my wife and I drove

our Coupe home from Indiana, but

the friendships that I have made

now seem life-long. The people in

this club are so nice. If you're not
involved, you're missing something

gre^t.

I talk a lot about being involved

in the club. Usually my thoughts

are that we need new blood, and

we need to share the workload.

And those things are alL very true,

but as I was driving home from the

Spring Tour, I thought that the real

reason is the fun of seeing each

other. That's really it 
- 

even more

important to me than the cars.

So give it a try. Come see some

friends that you haven't seen in a

while. If you're one of the long-

term members and you haven't seen

some of 1'our old friends in a while,

come see them. If you're a newer

member, like me, come and meet all

of these wonderful people. They're

funny, helpful and will become great

friends.

I have made some recent

pleas for articles/stories for the

Auspuff Roar and I really want

to thank those of you that have

come forward to help. Itt much

I could look at these

cars all dq long drud

neuer tire of it.
appreciated. Keep them comingl

We have some great features

in this June/July Auspuff Roar.

Dan Mazur writes an interesting

article on headliners. \We have a

new column of keen insights from
the infamous Dear Porsche Man,

Dennis Denyer gives us a fun look

at more activities at the LA Swap

Meet, Dave Peterson updates us

about some old friends of many

of our members, and there is

much more. Please also pay special

attention to our events calendar. It
changes all of the time with new

information. There are loads of
activities to choose from.

ThaCs it for now, enjoy the

season!

EorroR's Lerren
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Galendar of Upcoming Events
June 13 - 14

)rne 1.8 - 22

June 20 - 27

June 24 - 29

June 28 -Julv 3.....................

July 13..

Jul.v 13..

)r:Jy 1.6 -20

August 1 - 3

August 3...............................

Stoddards Literature Swap Meet

West Coast Holiday
Squaw Vallev - Lake Tahoe

Bay Harbor Concours

SVRA at Mid-Ohio Vintage Races

2008 Porsche Parade - Charlotte, tr-C

MCG Picnic at the Dunhams'

Chairpersons: I-anita & Ted

MCG Board Meeting

(Briefly at Dunhams)

Seek nominations for 2009 election

Brian Redman Race

Road America, WI

. Waterford Historic Races

.Meadowbrook Concours

.Alden Car Show & kelanau Wine

Tour, Details to follorg Chairpersons:

Dick Beecher & Bill Hallandal

August 16

August 16

Woodward Dream Cruise

SEM 50th Anniversary

GNI Heritage Museum

.Watkins Glen SVRAVintage Races

.East Coast Hotiday - Lancasteq PA

.MCG Board Meeting

September 4 - 7,

September 4 - 7

September 13

10:00AM at Stuart Tool

Establ-ish ballot for all 2009 candidates

September 20........................Drive your Porsche Day 2008

Form a group and drive your 3561

October 4 - 5........................ Fall Color Tour, Chairpersons:

Tom Hudson & Dave Preston

November 6 .......................... MCG Board Meeting
0:00AM at Sruart Tool

Initiate 2009 Election

December 6..........................Holiday Patty - Canterbury Village

(tentative date)

August 8 - 10
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