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President’s Letter

his the best time of year to own a 356 in

Michigan. That is, if you like to drive them!

We are fresh off the Spring Tour, which, on
paper should have been a disaster. It was rainy, cold,
we drove exclusively on interstate highways, had hot
dogs for lunch and ended up in Bowling Green, Ohio
just off of I-75. T even got turned around three times
using my own directions! Please read the story in this
issue. You will see that we actually had a great time.
We even had “perfect attendance”. Usually we have
a few dropouts and a few surprise guests, but for the
first time ever the RSVP list and the “attendance”
list matched up perfectly! I say this tongue in cheek
as we are a casual group and it is hard to ruffle our

feathers.

Please check out Dave Preston’s column where he
talks about the upcoming events and you will see we
have a terrific club calendar this year. I would like
to add that I am going to the Vintage Grand Prix

at Mid-Ohio this year to watch Vic and am trying
to round up a caravan. Barb said we could perhaps
hang out at their rig on Friday night. I've got a few
people interested so please contact me and I'll give

you the details.

Be sure to attend the Gruppe Picnic Sunday July 26th
at the Heilmann’s in Milford, MI. Let me tell you,
they put on a terrific party, and best of all, this year,
we are honoring the first inductees into the Motor
Cities Gruppe Hall of Fame. Each recipient will
receive a beautiful award designed and produced by
Jeff Gamble, a world renowned artist and longtime

Registry member.

Also, we have been invited to an event that,
unfortunately, is the same weekend as this year’s East
Coast Holiday. Because of this, we are announcing
it as an alternative to the Holiday. The Frankenmuth
Auto Fest is presenting Porsche this year as the
featured marquee. It is a three day event starting
Friday, September 11th. You would not be required
to attend all three days; you can pick and choose
which days/events to attend. Their website is www.
frankenmuthautofest.com so please check it out as
an alternative if you are not attending the Holiday.

Look for more information in the next Auspuff Roar.

My brother from Daytona visited me over the
Memorial Day weekend. We had a great time
cruising around visiting my friends and he started
asking me “how do you know them?” He stopped
asking after a while because the answer was always
“old cars”. He asked me “don’t you do anything
else?” It was then that I realized that every close
friend I have in Michigan is through the vintage car
scene. [ look back on the last 20 years and think
about all of the wonderful people I met, and still
know, because of these beautiful cars. And I think
about this Gruppe that I care so much about and am

so proud to be a part of.

[ wouldn't have & any other way,

Cebagtian

AUSPUFF

3

ROAR




The driving season is in full swing and how nice is

that? We had a great kick-off to this new season with

Sebastian’s Spring Tour, just a few weeks ago.

Our next event will, of course, be the Summer
Picnic on Sunday July 26th at the Heilmanns’ — we
look forward to another great turnout. Look for
the details in this issue. Please also take note of
Barbara’s Skirmants’ Fall Color Tour — there is also
a flyer in this issue about that event. It promises to
be a wonderful weekend, and we all know how well

Barbara plans these events.

This is our third issue that has been laid out, printed
and mailed byk outside services. It does cost more,
but it also takes the burden off of Dan Christie and
the Dunhams. Dan, Ted & Lanita never complained,
but we know that it took up a lot of their valuable
time. I feel that we miss a little bit of Dan’s personal
creativity, but we’re trying hard to put out a good,
entertaining product for our membership. So, I'd
love to hear from any of you, how you feel about
this change. Feedback is the only way we know - so
any comments, good, critical or otherwise are truly
appreciated. Perhaps, you haven’t even noticed and

that’s fine as well.

This change has also been a learning experience for
us from a fiscal point of view. Making this change
has increased our costs. So we will be implementing
some changes to reduce that cost. As the board
discussed during the last meeting, we must keep our

club expenditures to a minimum and under control.

Once again, many of you have been wonderful about
sending in articles for the Auspuff and that is greatly
appreciated. That type of volunteerism really keeps

the Auspuff fresh and more interesting and enjoyable

for everyone. Thank you.

Finally, I’ve mentioned previously that I am stepping
down as Editor after 2009, so please consider
volunteering to take over. As I've said, it does not
require a lot of computer skills, just some time to
organize everything. Once you send the contents of
the new issue to our publisher, then you’re pretty
much done. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you’d like

to discuss this job. Its time for some new blood!

Cee you at the ttedlmannc’ in July
Dave Pregton
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Board Meeting Minutes — May 16, 2009

By Dave Preston (ﬁ//c'ng i for Lanita)

Held in the luxurious Board Room of McDonalds
at the US 23 Milan Road Exit, 9:30AM

Attendance: Board members Ted Dunham,
Sebastian Gaeta, Dave Preston & Dick Beecher

Call to order: by President, Sebastian Gaeta.

Financial: Teri Hudson was not able to be in
attendance, but her financial statement was
reviewed. While we still have plenty of money

in the bank, we were reminded that we cannot
touch the current CD until January 2010.
Additionally, we all agreed that the club must cut
back on its expenditures, and tighten up fiscally
so as to be able to finish out the year with no
difficulty. The board is considering a modest
increase in membership rates to $25.00 — this
decision was tabled until our next Board Meeting,
which is scheduled prior to the Summer Picnic

at Heilmanns’. The club will also not subsidize
the Christmas Dinner this year and will return to
charging each participant full costs. We will return
to charging $10.00 per person for the Summer
Picnic.

Membership: Barbara was not able to be present
and will report at the next Board Meeting.

Auspuff Roar Editor: as Editor, I reported that
our last issue, the April/May issue was 32 pages
and very costly. The new June/July issue will be
much smaller, and help balance out the costs
moving forward. The page count for new issues
coming out will be trimmed down significantly. In
addition, Sebastian will solicit a competitive bid
from a publisher that he knows, so that we can
assure ourselves that we are being charged fairly.

Hall of Fame: as reported from the previous Board
Meeting, from a list of nominees, four recipients
have been selected for the first ever MCG Hall

of Fame Awards. The Board approved modestly
priced, but classy awards designed by Jeff Gamble.

Charitable Contributions: this project has been
tabled for now.

Summer Picnic: @ the Heilmanns’. The Board
discussed the fact that we want to duplicate our
past picnics, with nothing new or extravagant.
Dave or Sebastian will contact Mike Heilmann to
get a flyer finalized with the details of the picnic.

2010 Trustee Election & New Editor: The
nomination process for the 2010 election will
be kicked off in late summer and the Board and
members are asked to seek out candidates. In

addition, we will need a new editor beginning in
2010.

MCG Article for the Registry Magazine: this
subject was tabled, but will be discussed at our
next Board Meeting.

Meeting adjourned @ 10:30
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