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owards the end of April I had the pleasure of accompanying
Vic Skirmants to Hershey for the largest Porsche swap meet in

the world. lt had been about four years since the last time I went, and

I was pretty excited to go back. The weather cooperated - it can be a

very nasry day there with lots of rain and pretty cold. But we lucked
out and had really nice weather this year.

My good friend Dick Beecher came along and our job was to
"man the booth" while Vic was out wheeling and dealing looking for
parts. We met at Dick's house at a casual 8:30 AM on Friday. The

drive out to Hershey was uneventful other than the great conversation
that the three ofus had - how often do you get to spend ten straight
hours chatting with a 356 legend. We rolled into Hershey at about

7:00 PM - just in time for dinner at a restaurant that Vic and Barbara

discovered that served the best crab cakes that I have ever had. IfI
had known how good they were, I would have skipped the filet and

eaten two more crab cakes. Who would figure on world class crab

cakes in Hershey, Pennsylvania?
The Hershey Swap Meet is everything Porsche - for any

Porsche. But, of course, 356's are always very well represented. You
can pretty much find anything that you might need for your 356 and

lot's of nice things you don't need. You can spend a lot of money if
you want to. As we manned the booth, it was amazing how many
people apologized to me for not being a 356 owner because they

drive another era Porsche. They would say, "Maybe some day", or
"I'm just a 912 person". As if owninga9l2 is a sin or something. It

President's Letter

may me feel proud of course, but it also was a surpnse to me. I met

some famous people there (at least famous to me) that I only knew of
by reading their comments on 356 Talk Forum or had heard of - like
Dennis Frick, Bruce Baker, Tom Tate, (who is a great writer), Adam
Wright and our own Sebastian - of course I knew him, but he is still
famous isn't he?

As I said, our job was to man the booth while Vic was out
buying parts. Dick and I were busy selling Vic's valve cover gaskets,

giving away old issues of the Auspuff Roar and trying to sell leftover
2001 ECH merchandise. We were successful at all of this, except we
could not sell my Bursch exhaust system which I had brought along to
try to sell. E-Bay took care of that a few days later.

But the most fun I had was trying to answer questions from
guys who thought that I was Vic - they had never met Vic. I nodded
a lot, showed concern and hoped that they wouldn't ask me anything
too technical. My standard advice that I gave out was: "when in
doubt, bore it out". Just kidding Vic - I didn't really tell anyone that.
What was impressive was that the line of people to talk to Vic got
Ionger as the day went on. They would just keep coming back hoping
that Vic had retumed. As Sebastian suggested, we really should have
taken numbers. It was a lot of fun. I learned a lot from Vic about
racing, and 356 histories. Who better to leam from? And it was a great

chance to spend time with lwo really great guys Vic and Dick. For
me, that experience was, as they say, priceless.

See you all at the Summer 30 Year MCG Celebration! This is
going to be a very special day for the Club, so please come out and
see your friends and have a great aftemoon.
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We're able to report our first
standings for 2010, and you can
see below that some folks have
sprinted out to a quick start! Very
impressive with the year being so

young. I think that the Skirmants
are clearly out to best last years
winners. Please remember - if
you're interested in joining in on
the fun, it's not too late - just
contact me and we'll get you
signed up.

Happy Motoring!

Dave Preston
dmpreston2@comcast.net
(248) 656-9671, - phone
(734) 657-8980 - cell
(248) 218-5511- fax

136
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1/ f you have not already received it, youlll soon see your formal
invitation to the Gruppe's 30 Jahre celebration being held on

Saturday, July 31"r. Barbara provided a return envelope with the

invitation so you can flll oulthe rgquested info and r&tum it with
payment. We felt this would be the most convenient RSVP method
for the members and the most efficient way to administrate the guest

list as a club. We ryill be limited to the first 120 people to send in the

RSVP. so get yours in soon!

Things are shaping up nicely; we will have 356 only parking, ap-

petizer's and cash bar at the Hudson dealership and a very nice buffet/
sit down dinner with cash bar at the Firehouse Museum. This is our
chance to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the formation of the oldest

local 356 club in the world!

Ypsilanti Firehouse
Museum

Ypsilanti Automotive
Heritage Museum

Mid Ohio this year? You Bet! Perhaps a few who read my last

column felt a bit nostalgic too as I received a few notes saying
"yeah, let's get a caravan going to Mid-Ohio this year". Please see

page l0 for details, but here it is in a nutshell: we will meet in the

Toledo area Saturday moming, June 26th and make it to the track
around lunchtime. That will gives us enough time to watch the day's
qualifying races, but also leave us with the energy to hang out and

socialize at days end. To me, that was always the best part with
people recalling that days adventures while strolling through the

open paddock area and seeing what the race car owners were up to in
getting their rides ready for the next day.

The Skirmants BBQ is a fond memory but Barb and Vic say there is
quite a nice track party that night, perhaps we can get an "invitation"

Many of you are on the email update list for the caravan, so you are

covered. Ifyou would like to be kept abreast ofthe final schedule,

email me at spg356@sbcglobal.net to be included in the dialogue.

This is going to be a big year!

)e

It's ourjob
to make sense of it.

It's also our job to return your Porsche to you
in better shape than when you dropped it off.

That means using genuine Porsche parts.

Genuine Porsche parts and accessories are
designed to meet your needs with quality
and dependability. Porsche OEM accessories
deliver the fit, reliability and performance you
want, plus they're covered by the manufacturer
warranty.

Unlike aftermarket accessories, there are
no special modifications needed during
installation. They are designed specifically
for your vehicle.

Call us for more information.3080 Huron St. (M-59)

Watedord, Michigan

service@munks.com

248.681.8081
*Wiring diagram,1971 Port.he 91 'l

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Cen&r
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IN LIEU oF oURANNUAL GRuppT PICNIC, wE wtLL BE CELEBRATING THIRTY YEARS OF THE MOTOR
CITITS GRUPPT WITH A CASUAL SIT DOWN DINNER AND TOUR OF TWO MUSEUMS. FIRST WE WILL

GATHEReT 3:30 PM AT rHE YpStteNTI AUTOMOTIVE HERITAGE MUSEUM TO ENIOY RpprrtZrruS, A CASH

BARAND BROWSING IN ONE OF THE MIDWEST,S PREMIER LOCAL AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUMS. THERE WILL

BE SPECIAL PARKING EoR 356,s oN THE MUSEUM GRoUNDS (ANo PLENTY oF GENERAL PARKING OO).

BY 5:30 PM WE WILL MAKE oUR WAY ABOUT 3 BI-OCKS WEST To THE YPSILANTI FIREHOUSE MUSEUM,

oNE oF THE BEST LoCAL FIRIHoUSE MUSEUMS YoU wtLL FIND. Oun CATERED SIT DOwN DINNER WILL

START AT APPRoXIMA|ELY 6:30 PM WHERE WE WILL HAVE SoME FEATURED SPEAKIRS AND WILL PRESENT

AWARDS To oUR 2O1O MoToR CITITS GRuppT HALL OF FAME WINNERS.

THERI IS MUCH PTANNING INVOLVED So RSVP,S ARE KINDLY REQUIRED. WE ARE LIMITED To THE

FIRST 1209 PEOPLE THAT RSVP So PLEASE SEND YoURs IN SooN! THE CoST wtLL gT $30 PER PERSoN

WHICH WILL CoVERALL FooD AND ADMISSIoN To BoTH MUSEUMS. TUIRTyYEARS ONLY CoMES

AROUND ONCE, LET,S MAKI THIS A SPECIAL NIGHT!

YOU WILL RECEIVE A FORMAL INVITATION WITH ALL THE
NECESSARY INFoRMATIoN. A TTURN ENVELOPE FOR THE RSVP

WILL BE PROVIDED, SO PLEASE FILL IT OUT AND SEND IT BACK TO
RESERVE YOUR SpOT!

TI
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llwould agree that winter
broke early this year in New
England . We were hardly April, the
rains left and the temps were into a stretch of
the 80's. Even better, the best days were the
weekends. Getting the summer cars out of the

barn was a realjoy this early in the year

Blackie, the '58 Speedster, fired up on the first try
with just a little gas splashed down the
carbs. Some use starting fluid but I was
told that old engines don't like fuel that
volatile and besides it doesn't smell as
good as gas. These old cars have a fuel
shut off valve just under the gas tank that
is mounted in the front of the car. Over
the winter months with the gas off, the
fuel in the line going to the back of the
car evaporates and it takes a while to get
it back to the engine when it's time to hit
the road. With the mechanical fuel pump
being run by a slowly rotating engine that
is trying to start with no gas, it a toss up
as to whether the car will start before the
six volt battery dies. I have an old baby
food jar (remember those?) that I put a
little gas in and then just pour a couple of
spoonfuls down the throats of the Zenith
carbs. Since I use velocity stacks instead
of air cleaners it is easy to go through
the steps to get the engine to fire. Once
it comes off the starter and spins faster
because of the gas I poured in, the pump

6 6lackie, the
'58 Speedster,
fired up on the
first try with

just a little gas

splashed down
the carbs? )

the gas evaporates. Sure enough there were a
few drips when I reached in to check them and
aloturn with a wrench was all it needed.

Everything else looked to be the way
I left it back in November. I drove the car late
into the Fall last year because of the sticker.
That's right the Mass state inspection sticker
that is required on every car in the state, even
old cars. There is no emission test for a '58

anything. ln fact, there is no emission test for
cars built before'96 because they don't have
an OBD ll plug for testing. I remember that

used to be that cars over 25 years old were excused from
getting a probe up their exhaust pipe. I counted the years for
the '76 914 when it was old enough to skip the test. What a
great day that was. I no longer had to drive to the shop with the
fear that I would be going home with a rejection sticker on the
windshield. Afew years later it was the '85 BMW M6 that was
excused. Getting older was beginning to pay off.

There is a safety check required
where the lights and horn are checked, a
pretty easy exam for Blackie. They also
want to see the wipers work but I tend to
only hit that switch when the wiper arms
are in the up position and the blades
don't contact the glass. I explain that
the car isn't driven in the rain and even
if it does get caught in a shower I don't
use the wipers anyway. lt has a 52 year
old windshield and I don't want to risk a
scratch.

is working much faster and the missing gas shows up in a hurry
and all is rightwith the world. lt only took two splashes of fuelto get
the engine to fire long enough to jump out of the drivers seat and
reach in the engine compartment to operate the throttle by hand.

These old cars are like motorcycles in that the bolts
and nuts need to be tightened frequently to keep them on
the road. A four cylinder engine, even one that is horizontally
opposed like a 356, has a lot of vibration when running and it
seems that some things loosen up when it's sitting still. One
such important bolt is called a banjo bolt and it holds the gas
line tight against the carburetor. These tend to be found loose
after a few months of sitting as the fiber washers dry out and

Last year I took off the extractor
exhaust system that I had used for a
number of years and installed a Sebring
exhaust that I scored last spring at the
Hershey Swap Meet. I ran the extractor
with just a straight pipe on it unless I was
on my way to the inspection station. For
those trips I put on a short muffler just so
I didn't offend the inspector. The Sebring
exhaust is really just four straight pipes
that bolt straight to the engine and collect

at the rear of the car. Switching it would be a lot of work so I

decided to chance it. Besides the guys at the inspection station
weren't born when this car was built and I figured that I could
convince them that it was correct for the car. lt certainly looked
correct. They didn't even ask.

November was the latest that I have ever had the Speedster
inspected and that was because of my ongoing plan to save
money on the inspection costs. Some years ago when the
annual fee went to $29 (why don't they just charge $30? I

leave the $1 for the inspector anyway, big spender that I am) I

was determined to reduce my costs. I figured that each year I

could drive to the inspection station the month after the sticker
expired. lf stopped I could explain that I certainly don't drive the
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"Last year I took off the extractor exhaust system that I had
used for a number of years and installed a Sebring exhaust..."

car every day and I was on my way to get it done. That way
lwould get 13 months out of every 12 month sticker. Over
ten years I would only pay for nine stickers thus saving $30,
what a plan. lt's worked well the last seven years but now l'm
probably done with the program since I can't see me driving
the car in December unless globalwarming really starts to
heat things up in New England this year. I guess I could skip a
few months next year and have the car inspected in the spring
with the claim that it had been in storage. Not that I have ever
been stopped because of an old sticker but I do look over

my shoulder a lot. I guess we all have to have something to
worry about. For some it's earthquakes, for others it's expired
inspection stickers.

Whatever the worry, it's all behind me and the road
ahead is clear for another season of driving around in a loud,
52year old car.
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California Connection
Roy Lock Her P

*->

"Roy, you took a perfectly good race car and ruined it
by making it into a street car!"

Those words as spoken by Barry Williams, stuck in my mind for
well over 28 years. l'll never forget them.

ln 19BG the restoration of 89641 back into street configuration
was completed, I showed her on the concours circuit for one
year. She won, People's Choice and the Hard Luck Trophies
at the 356 Registry 19BG West Coast Holiday, Best of Show;
1987 356 Club Villa Casablanca, 2nd in class at the 1987
Porsche Parade, plus numerous localconcours awards. I

unceremoniously retired her after that season, relegating her
to the a cold garage so I could concentrate on the family and
career. Frank was born in 1987 and who would have known 23
years later, he would be as enthusiastic about 89641 as I was he
was born. We resurrected her as a very nice driver; paint chips
and flaws be damned. We want to drive her, not put her on a
pedestal.

When I was ready to put 89641 back on the road, I searched
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But, the spoken words from Barry rang true in my heart and
mind throughout the years. I had forgotten many facts about
89641 until recently. Many years back, Dale Hirsch had told me
89641 had a glorious racing heritage. A racing career before she
sat forlorn and idle in several garages. Passed from owner to
owner, but never put back on the road or track until I finished her
restoration in 1986.
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for past owners. I knew of a few, but one always struck me;
Charles B. Williams. "Charles" appeared on the 356 Registry
database as a former owner. Who was "Charles Williams?"
I searched and searched. He had owned many cars that
appeared on the database. I wrote Bill Block and he could not
come up with any additional information.

Then, one day at Cars and Coffee, I mentioned to Rolly
Resos lwas looking for Charles B. Williams. He was amazed
and looked at me like lwas a real heretic. "Roy, Charles B

Williams is BARRY WILLIAMS!" Oh s@#t, all these years
I knew him, said hi to him, and I didn't know his real name!
Now I know why he said that opening phrase. Dang, I better
talk to him.

I had a chance to meet up with him about 6 months before
he passed. He told me the history of 89641 as a club racer
from the previous owners. As always, most information given
to me went into one ear and out the other. I did know that
the previous owner to Barry was named Sam. Sam was the
president of the local SCCA chapter. Also, 89641 was raced

C9urs"

Barry told me he had pictures of 89641 as a perfectly good
race car. When Barry passed away, I gave up any hope of
seeing those pictures. Fast forward to March of 2010. I got a
callfrom Rolly Resos. He was going through some of Barry's
photographs and stumbled upon a dozen photos of a twin
grille Roadster with an engine fire and blown engine. He could
tell from the markings of the car that it was mine. Rolly quickly
called me to let me know that he had found the missing
photos. When I was able to obtain them, I quickly went home
and scanned them onto my computer hard drive.

The pictures confirmed many facts about 89641. I had known
that she blew her engine and there was evidence of an
engine fire, and I now have photographs of the event.

G

locally in SoCal until Barry sold her to Paul Bernardo. Paul
bought her from Barry at a local swap meet and had her
for about 6 months before passing her along to Jim Rinker
and Jim Callaway. I bought her from Jim Rinker when that
partnership dissolved.
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dt a satufday,june 26th
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T 3n
down to Lexington, Ohio and the beautiful Mi-Ohio Sports Car Course &r

,repared cars.

the 2010 Yiatagp
and several other 356rs compete in their vintage race p

a
, \ilb will meet in the Toledo area Saturday morning, June 26'r' and n.rake it to the track arouncl luncltime via som€ beautiful.back roa&.

That will gives us enough time to watch the day's qualifring races, :rnd enough energy to hang out with the racers and socialize at days
':' end. '. :f

.We 
will leave together in the evening, but of course anyone is free to come and go at anytime.

-

I

&

Please send med;
31"',r,,,-, th.r"!

an email indicating you would like to be included and I will puq you on the lig for updates and final plans

Sebastian spg3 5 66tsbcglobal.net il ryI U

356 Enterprises Sponsors Lapeer Car Show Sunday, June 16th

BBQ at Skirmants' to Follow Awards
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For the past 19 years this event had been sponsored by Victor
George Chewolet Dealership in Lapeer. When the dealership
closed it's doors this year the Classic Cruisers were going
cancel the event. Over the 19 years they raised a total of
$66,000.00 with all proceeds given each year to a child in
need. This years recipient is 7 year old Kaitlyn Estrada who
is fighting Hodgkin's Lymphoma and the funds raised will be

used by her family for medical expenses.

Vic and I have made a contribution to support this event
and keep it going, so please join us by bringing your car to
show! Immediately after the trophy presentations (starts at

3:00 p.m.) we will all drive to our home for a BBQ dinner.

We have hired Mark & Richard Tirpak, local professional BBQ
cooks to prepare beef brisket and chicken with all the fixings,
plus the applicable beverages. Please just let us know ahead of
time so we can reserve spaces in front of the Lapeer Courthouse
for your car, and make arrangements for food and beverages.

Thank you
Vic & Barbara Skirmants
810-688-9090
810-688-2059
cell 810-441-6914
skirmants@hughes.net

Ptk*v wv*o oy 4y5p1g4p
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RESTORATION

Neil Goldberg
i 56 Restoration Specialist

since 1978

Mobile:248.321.5501
Office: 248.588.8665

neil356@aol.com

1 208 E Maple Troy, Ml 48083

.|i,ff:;'.3 356
NTERPRISES
Comolete Performance

'Parts & Prep
45 Years Racinq Exoerience

We stock for lmm-ediaie Delivery

NEW and lN ST0CK!
&G Tall4th Gear allows a 600 rpm drop @

80 mph to 3600 rpm. Now you can really

cruise cross country!

Call or email for details about all
of our parts and our services.

Phone 810€8&2059
Vic @ 356enterprises.com

3359 Kinos MillRoad
(E North Elrancfr, M|48461 E

ak &
Yr

www. 356 Enterprises.com

of Gilson
Erhaust Sysiems. Air lnlakes &

Tdott Engin@dng - susp€nsion Comporents
Bilstein, H&R, CGs - Suspensron Sy$ems,
ilawk,ATE, Pagid & PoEcheo - Brake Pads & RoloB
ATE Super Blue &Ambor Racing - Brako Fluid

Po6che6. Bosch, Mann, Mahlo'Pads

- Air lntakes - Systems -

TROY, Mr 48083

(DOT4t

A'l 1djd
q-r

Di{
a

N
FREE T€ch lnsp€ctlons for Track Events - FREE Fluid

w.CilsorMotorSoorts.com

hqi.l s o n (ao ilso n moto rs po ns.co m
4535 DILEMERE BVLD. Shop.248.549.4016

ROYAL OAK, MI 48073

7l 7l 7 Luc le Dr. Rrchmond. Ill 48062

<iy'uftiouiitt Cbtar 6'tq/ir./ ./L,finiuluq .llrtlozaliottt

Richord Olivero
Owr
Gviso{ {R EntryM

Phono: 248-2.l9-04.l6
Ernol: LJI70ffi@ool.com
Web: w!wv.4RKustorns.corn

Auspuff 11 Roar

Fax.248.549.4O22
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GRUpPE 2o1 o FALL CoLOn rOUn
SAVE THE DATE I: },

SaruRDAy ANo SUNoAM OcroBER 2*o & 3RD

,, 
*o=,rr=D BY DAVE PT,:sTO,l AND D|CK BEecHen

Tentative Schedule Of EventS: ,:.,i: ;, 
.r...

*' 
Lefra-i Satuiday AM - place and time TBD .'' '' r'
Lunch - we'll stop somellhere in roqb
Satu rd ay afternoo n aiiiiity -'G i t mo rdiVl use u m
Hotel: TBD Saturday night (near the museum - and Air Zoo)
SaturdayNight:therewillbeagroupdinner-locationTBD
Sunday: Continental Breakfast at the Hotel
Sunday Morning Activity:Air Zoo of Kalamazoo
Disperse on our own to go home about Noon or so.

Please note that while ifdoesn't matter for now, but we ry,!,ay reverse the
activities and do the Air Zoo on Saturday and visit the Gilmore Museum
on Sunday re

[lotor C[t[e.s Gruppe ltennbersfni/&orrir

f,oin the Csruppe or r<.I,\eht gour
ryre*rbershtp. $ie. of $zo per',,par i,nctuAe
six (e) Lsstie o$ ayspuff rtoaf and, e-ruai,[
alrhouhceruents {1or events, etc.

Narne

Ad.d.rc.ss

Ctty State Utf " .

A membership address list is updated and published biannually
and is mailed to all members with dues paid to the current
date. Please check your address label for the year to see ifyour
membership is currenr:

Please send dues to:

Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road

Nonh Branch, Ml4846l
Dues are $20 per year.

Also, please send your current
e-mail address to Barbara at: skirmanrc@hughes.net

This ensures that you will be kept up to date with important
Gruppe information. Also note that your information will not be

used for commercial purposes.

You can also got to our website 356mcg.com for current
information. Please send any material suitable for the website to

Tom Hudson at hudsonpchartermich.net

?[totte

E-*rai.L (iriportantl

?tease yvrail*thi,s &r* q5d nrlql<e check
aaqabLe to:
h"1p" Ci,ties C'lruype
Barbara Skt$vuanti'
3359 Kings rtiti,tt Road, '"

NortL Branch, ltr +t+6L ;.

You rvrag also pa9 bl l Cltlisa b9 calti,.r,tg
Zlo-gg{-9o9o'of 9d." .an faa tfis
$orm to 81o-689-logt I

Gruppe Membership
and Website Information
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Moron
Crrms
Gnuppr

i!.

C,q[TNDER
OF
EvrNrs

Michigan

June

l1th-1fih Stoddard Swap Meet

13th t-apeer CarShow, see page 10

1 8th-20th Bay Harbor Vintage Show

20th Eyes on Design

25th-27fr' Mid OhioMntage Grand Prix

July

3rd-8th 55th Porsche Parade Chicago

15th-18th Elkhart Lk Redman Event

31st Motor Cities Gruppe 30th

Annive*ary Celebration. Ploase see page 5 for
more information.

# Auqust
IlFr v
r#*
fl 7th-8th Alden Sports Car Show

ffi
ffi 15th or 22nd SEM Picnic

il

October

2nd-3rd Gruppe

ing Westem

Fall ColorTour and

.. .a

17th-21st Back to the Bricks in Flint

21st Woodward Dream Cruise

10th-12th Watkins Glenn Vintage Races

1 Oth-1 2th Frankenmuth Autofest

19th Drive Your Porsche Day 20'10

22nd-261h Registry East Coast Holiday

Cleveland, Ohio. Please see page 17

for more information.

November open

December
Sth Gruppe Holiday Party

Board Meet-

September

sotst#rs
'.":::::::'"'l- 

-
oBottstnside 7trtft
K&N Filters 

EA,Y tNsrALL: step l

Bolt-on Torque

Step 2 Step 3

Keith Blake: 248-540-3655 or solstacks@comcast.net
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Okay, where were we?
Ah yes, fitting a patch

and welding it in. Since
the last article, I have
purchased Ron Roland's
new book "Restored By
Hand". I was hoping to
have read all ofit by the

time I wrote this, but I
am only atpage 43 and
the editor is putting the

pressure on. "Restored
By Hand" is a must
read book ifyou are

considering restoring
your 356 or even having
a professional shop
do it. That's the good

news; the bad news for
me is my progress on Foam Car's body is only at around page 70 of
238 pages that describe many how "to's" for your 356 restoration.

Alyway, Ron has many great tips, and some I want to re-emphasize

are to save all the bad metal you remove until you are sure that it is no

longer needed for reference. Another is to take many measurements

for reference dimensions so you know exactly how to place and

line up your repair panels or patches. I have a 3 ring binder where I
Iog everything I have done, and how long it took. It also has many
sketches and dimensions I can refer back to when it is time to install a

new panel or patch. Unfortunately, I did not take enough dimensions,

and in a future article I may share that potential disaster. Ron also

suggests referencing another 356 for info on how it is supposed to

be. I was fortunate that for a lot of my repairs through the installation
of the floor pan, I had access to a T6 body that Neil Goldberg had at

his shop. Most Saturday momings that I was there, I could be found
with camera, tape measure, and even cardboard for making a template
going over that original, pretty rust free C coupe. Speaking of
cameras, I started out using a Polaroid, back in the days before digital
became real popular and cheaper. So, some of the pictures I am

sending Sebastian to use were from the Polaroid, including the ones in
this article. lf I did not mention it earlier, I also have had a volunteer
mentor that I have communicated with mostly by email, sometimes

Spot weld cutters and7132" pilot point drill bit

by phone who runs his own 356 restoration shop. Sort of like a Ron

Roland on call for 356 repair. Without his help and patience, much
of my repair would have tumed out
very amateurish. Hopefully most of it
looks better than that due to his advice.

Got to get organized, as I keep

remembering things that may not be

in order, such as, how to remove a

bad panel that includes welds. You
can't install a patch or replacement
panel until you get the bad metal
out. If there are no welds, then you
are cutting out with an air saw, cut-

offwheel or snips to remove rusty
metal from a panel, and this will
require a patch. Some patches and all
replacement panels require cutting out
welds. Most of the welds you will

find are spot welds, with the occasional lap or butt weld. There are

several brands of spot weld cutters that are somewhat pricey and seem

to wear out pretty fast. I have found that a7132" pilot point drill bit
works as good or better than the specialty cutters, and they only cost

$4 or $5. Black and Decker and Dewalt are two brands that I have

stuck with. I also bought a complete set of pilot point bits, as they are

cheaper that way and occasionally you need one a little bigger than

1132.

Now, how do we find these welds? You may be looking at a rusty
part of your 356 and saying, "I don't see any spot welds!" Well, they

are there, but may need a little effort on your part to expose them. If
you run a motorized wire wheel along the edge of a factory panel, you
should eventually get the rust removed and get the metal smoothed

down (remember the safefy glasses and gloves). This should expose

the spot welds which are usually spaced from 5/8" to 314" apart.

There will be a bunch of them and each one needs to come apart if
you want to save the metal underneath. Each one will look like a little
pock mark about the size ofa pencil eraser head. Put the cutting tool
in your drill and center it on the weld. As Ron says in his book, a
center punch on each may help keep the cutter from wandering, but I
have found that the pilot point drill stays where you want it to most of
the time. Gently drill through just the top layer of sheet metal. When
you break through the top layer, often you will see a puffof rust dust

coming from the inner layer. Some cutters, including the pilot point
drill, will make a very small hole in the inner layer which can easily

be filled in with a "dab"of MIG weld either when welding in the new
part (if the welds are in the same location) or before you overlap the

new panel. If you cannot get to the weld with a drill, you can grind
it out with and air or electric grinder using a 1/16" small diameter

cut-off wheel (3M Green Corp are great!). You can use this same

tool to grind away aly regular welds holding a panel in place. Now
that you have cut and ground away as much ofthe welds as you can,

there usually is more work required (see why it takes so long to do a

restoration?).

Three more tools will be handy to break the part fiee. These are:

a small chisel, a good putty knife, and the English made whacking
knife (I made up the whacking part - Eastwood used to sell these

and may still). Most of the time I just use the putly knife and work it
between the overlapping metal and start driving it through the drilled
out welds. You can see the blade through the holes you have drilled.

M
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Sometimes it goes pretfy easy, and other times you have to really
hit the putty knife hard, or resort to the whacking knife or chisel.
But I only use these last two as a last resort because they can tear
and deform the metal you are trying to save. The putty knife should
have the metal blade extending all the way up through the handle
so you are actually hitting the end of it with the hammer where it is
sandwiched between the handles.

Okay, the bad metal is off. Great! Oops, what's this? More rust
undemeath the bad part I just took off. The example I show here is the
passenger front strut reinforcement. It was banged in at the rear and

pretty rusty, so I removed it per above and found the metal behind it
needed to be repaired. You can see that it had a lot of rust pits right
above the strut at the rear. I marked the metal above the rusted area

and cut it out. I don't think I made a template for this one but just
used the piece I cut out for the template. I am showing this patch
installation instead of the one in the last article because I also wanted
to talk and show about the clamps needed to sometimes hold a patch
in place. I did not have pictures of clamps on the door hinge pillar
repair (I may not have used them) but had some with this strut repair.
I show the patch clamped in place. You also need to make sure the

patch is in line with the metal above it, as clamping will not assure it
is lined up properly. I have a 8" long magnet that I use to help line
up the patch with the adjacent good metal when they are in the same

plane. You will need to get about 5 or so good clamps of various sizes

for most of your patch work. Two are shown in the picture. Once
the part is clamped in place you are ready to tack weld it. Now, I
just casually said once the part is clamped in place. Actually, this
can take quite a bit of time, depending on how will your patch fits.
Usually I have had to spend quite a bit of time filing and snipping
slivers off of the patch or good metal to get an even gap befween the

two. Most MIG welders like about a 1132" gap between the parts, but
recently I have been trying another method where the parts actually
butt together. When doing this you must flle a chamfer on both pieces

of metal so that a very narrow v shaped trough is formed belween the

two parts. So far, I like this method as it seems to help prevent bum
through in areas where you cannot place a copper backing. The even
gap is not as critical on these structural parts where you don't have a
shiny show surface. Once the undercoating is on, any small warpage
will not show, but it is good practice to get ready for what is coming

Continued on pg. 16

Putty Knives on left, chisel in the center, "whacking" knife on right

Front strut reinforcement before repair

Front strut patch with clamps

Progress!

Auspuff 15 Roar

The finished repair
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from

down the road (exterior rust repair).

So now we are tacked in, the clamps can be removed and we can

fill in the gaps between the tacks. It is good to grind the tacks down
almost smooth so the heat of the weld is more evenly distributed.
There are two ways I have used to fill in the gaps. For most of the

structural repair I laid one continuous bead of weld, starting on top

ofone tack and ending on top ofthe next. This is tricky, as the heat

occasionally does what is called a burn through. You actually burn a
hole in the metal, and it has to be filled in with more weld, ugh. What
I have been using on some recent exterior repair is a method where
you basically make a continuous series of tack weld. These seem to

work pretty well, especially where you cannot back up your welding
with copper. If you read Ron's book, and many others on welding,
it is advised to hammer and dolly the tack and butt welds as you go.

Unfortunately, I have not done this very much, but so far I have not
seen a lot of metal distortion by not doing it (MIG does not put as

much heat into the adjacent metal as gas welding). After the patch has

been welded, the welds are smoothed with the edge of a cutoffwheel.
I then put what is called a weldable primer over the hidden metal to
help prevent future corrosion. That can be seen before the strut is

welded on. The strut requires a bunch of spot welds along the top
and undemeath(have you welded upside down yet?). Then the ends

are seam welded on.

That's it for this time. Next time I think I will talk about the repair
at the bottom of the lock pillar and my near disaster - or why it is
sometime good to repair the doors after the floor pan is in.

?hLL

Visit The Gruppe Online at www.356mcg.com

Continued from pg. 23

The roads were our familiar route but with a few new
twists and was actually driven in the opposite direction of
years past, astutely pointed out by Dave Peterson.

We all managed to eventually make it to Metzger's
German restaurant where they were ready for us with
several long tables set up so we could all sit together. Like
always the conversation was lively and friendly.

The next stop was to Howard's home just a few miles
away. I had seen some of his collection before, but at his
home. The property is quite beautiful with a gorgeous

pond and three or four buildings that house his collection
I'11let the pictures do the talking.

The tour that almost wasn't ended up being one of the
"best ever" according to our president Dave Preston.

Thanks Dave, sometimes the best times are had when
planned at the last minute, 
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2O1 O Porsche 356 Registry
East Goast Holiday
Come to Gleveland, Ohio!
September 22-26th
Northeast Ohio is beautiful in September. Drive some wonderfu! roads, take in wineries
and covered bridges, Amish Country, the Emerald Necklace Park system, University Circle
and ethnic neighborhoods. Enjoy a quaint street-concours in beautiful Chagrin Falls - it's
the Midwest's version of the Carmel complete with waterfall. And more!

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Welcome Party!
See Janis Joplin's 356 in person!

. Hill Climb, Autocross
o Great Dining, Great Cars, Great Driving,

Great Friends

. Come Play!

E-mail Roberta: reheller@sbcglobal.net WWW. EASTCOASTH O LI DAY. O RG
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Hershey. Chocolate bars, Amish Buggies and

best of all, the World's largest all-Porsche swap meet. Most
of us have been there many times and tend to associate the

event with some pretty un-hospitable weather - like 2009's

40 degrees and raining sideways. This year, though, Mother
Nature was considerably more benign, and it tumed out to be

one of the best weekends in recent memory. Let me digress a

bit.

Several years ago, our good friend Tim Buko retired and

decided to spend the golden years nearer his wife's family,
who are primarily in New York. Tim had grown up in the

Hershey area and he and Monica ferreted out a very nice home

in the heart of Amish Country Ever since, Sebastian and I and

various other Motor Cities Gruppe familiars have been making
the annual pilgrimage to Strasburg. While there have been

a couple pretty decent weekends, we've mainly considered
sweatshirts, heavy jackets and rain gear standard attire. When
we were deciding whether to do it again this year, we had a

lot to consider. First, we are both chronically short of time,
so the usual drive half way after dinner on Thursday, finish
up on Friday wouldn't work. Next, with our children going
in seventeen different directions, we had a very short list of
available vehicles - a Boxster or a Ford Focus. Both really
fim rides, but not particularly suited to long distance travels

or for carting around parts to sell or treasures acquired. After
checking the weather outlook, which looked like we had a

chance for something tolerable, we decided that Friday mid-
day in the Boxster could work. We'd skip the selling and only
buy small sfuff. Enter the "dl,h" realizationthat Sebastian (all
6'4" of him) had recently had a hip replacement and might be

a bit cramped doing nine hours in the Boxster, so we defaulted

to the Focus. After a hasty transfer of extraneous crap into

k
Friday's Tradition is the Spring Carlisle Meet

the Boxster trunk, and luggage, etc. into the Focus, we set out
Thursday afternoon.

The sky was not at all ominous, and we happily buzzed down to

and across the Ohio Tumpike making the usual necessary stops

and the absolutely mandatory spicy chicken, biscuit and red

beans and rice dinner. Interesting note: We used my TomTom
GPS this year, since last year Sebastian's Garmin sent us about

30 miles into nowhere to a non-existent Popeyes....
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A beautiful '55 Speedster at the concours. That is 356 Registry Hall of Famer Bill Durland on the right (back to the camera)

It was standing room only at 356 Ent HQ It is all business back there

Anyway - it was looking good until we got in to the more hilly
regions of PA a little drizzle, then a respectable showering.
By the time we got to Strasburg about 10:30 PM it was real
rain. The National Weather Service promised us again that the

weekend would be decent, so we hung out in Tim's marvelous
garage admiring his daily Boxster, his autocross 914, his some

day I'm going to finish it 356 and his '49 Ford Pickup.

Some time between nod off and six AM, the rain stopped and

good weather moved in as promised. We hopped in Mrs.
Buko's Ford Edge and headed for the legendary Carlisle PA all-
make swap. We did have a few sprinkles, but had enough good

weather to get damned tired and even a little sun burned! Saw

a small contingent of other Porsche people, ate some great junk
food and found a few seriously underpriced Porsche items. On
the way back to Tim's, we took a quick detour into the Giant
Center to see if anyone had arrived, and met several locals and
travelers getting their trailers on site for then Saturday meet.
Nearly a perfect day.

After a sumptuous PizzaHut dinner, we retired to Tim's
garage again for another round of "when the Hell you going to
put this beautiful 63 coupe back together" time and enjoying
the chance to be off our feet. We went to slumberland to a
beautiful sound - silence. No rain pounding on the roof or

!llr t,*

z\
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Qon(inued from pg. 19
slapplng tne wrnoows.

Up before dawn, we
piled in to the Edge again
and set out to Hershey.

Everyone must have seen

the forecast for good
weather, because we
arrived to an amazingly
long line to get on the

grounds. Porsches

everywhere, all kinds.
More vendors than we
have seen for several
years. Best of all, very
few T-shirt stands and

lots of356-era part and

service vendors! ...). Of
course, many of our
favorite "usual suspects"

were there - Dr. Block
and Dr. Mrs. Block, Tony
Euganeo, Jim Perrin, Vic
Rivera, Vic Skirmants,
Dave Preston, Dick
Beecher, etc.

We saw things that have

been really absent for a
while - a ton of 356 parts,

tools (even a chrome
Messko gauge), travel
kits, NPR kits, lots of
good, useable mechanical
bits. Sebastian jokingly
had said that the only
thing he would buy was

a set of painted "C"
wheels dated 08/63 for his
1964 Cab. Well, within
a half hour of arriving,
a set of four appeared

behind the Edge. Oops

Doc Block was busy all day. ls that a 904 or 962 book for Alex Pollack?

- one was dated09l63l
A quick look around,
and it was swapped for
a fourth 08/63 (thanks

to Tom Tate and Keith
Dennehan). Went that
way all day - whatever it
was that someone needed,

it was there (except that
special T-shirt...). Now
all we have to do is flgure
out how we will get

Sebastian's wheels home

- remember, we ended up
driving a Focus!!

Mid aftemoon, the clouds
started moving in, but
we were pretty satisfied
and ready to head out
anylvay. Besides, it was

time for another Hershey
weekend tradition - a trip
to Northeast Maryland for
dinner at Woody's Crab
House. Always crowded,
always fantastic!

Sunday, we were supposed

to watch Tim Autocross,
but the rain that missed us

Saturday decided to come
in. So - we hopped back ir
our little limo and made it
back to Ann Arbor in time
to tuck our children in to
bed. All in all a fantastic
weekend that puts Hershey
right back at the top of the

list of fun Porsche things
to do. Can't wait until
next vear! ! -{DHerrick Griffin, behind his B coupe right, is a new 356 owner

EYES ON DTSIGN 7O1O
. i, SUNDAY JUNE 2OTU ;i..::

This year's "Eyes" show is planning to, include an'evolution of Porsche 911'grouping, but
another theme is to re-create the 1960 Auto Show - "It's 1960 all over again!" This display will be
for nicely preserved 1950 cars to bring alive this 50 year retrospective. That, of course, includes
1960 356's. We are looking, however, for all 1960 vehicles, not just Porsche's. Foreign or domestic
vehicles all fall under our big tent.

For more information please call John Sandrock at 586 2LZ 3575
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23Td A,U,VUAL POBSCHE SWAP MEET

f

t June 12,8 a,m, fo 3 p.m. t
IEFI=EH= FEIFI=EI+=

PEFI=EHE
t

All Porsche Vendors Welcome - Call For Details!
* NEW & USED HABD TO FIND PARTS

* PORSCHE VENDORS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY
* PEOPLES CHOICE PORSCHE CAR SHOW
* OLD & NEW PORSCHE CARS ON DISPLAY

EiTEIEIEITFIEI
38845 Menlor Avenue - !Yilloughby, 0 hio 44094

Phone: (440) 951-1040 / (800) 342-1414 - Fax; (440) 946-9410

www.stoddard.com T
PEsF=5EHE

ALL

8 A.M.

P0nscilE
cAn $fl0w
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f 8 A.M,
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If there is absolutely one thing that I love
about the Gruppe is the casual nature and mentality of our
members. 99Vo of the time it is what makes this club great

That other 1%, however....

With 10 days to go before our tour I had two (count
'em, 2!) RSVP's. Not knowing how many people would
actually show up and what the weather would be like,
I scrapped the original plan and went to plan B. Plan

B consisted of a nice and safe meeting place, familiar
driving roads and a German restaurant; venues that would
work very well whether flve or flfty people showed up.

Plan A was not such a plan, and with the tiny response at

the time, the prudent thing to do was jump ship and go

byJ
Free

with plan B. Figures. Within days of cancelling plan A,
the RSVP's started flowing in. It is really not big deal as

we can save plan A for another tour.

Then I got a response from Grady Ellis who asked what
the agenda was. He replied back that he would be able
arrange a visit to his old friend Howard Weaver's home to
view his private collection at the end of the tour. If you are

not familiar with Howard, he is a car enthusiast to the nth
degree. His collection of American Classics is world class
and his contributions to the hobby are well known. He
owned Yesterday's Collection which catered to automotive
model, memorabilia and book collectors. He also is the
proprietor of the Ypsilanti Firehouse museum, site of our
30 Jahre celebration this July.

-

I m
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Grady asked how many would attend the tour at Howard's
home so he could warn Howard ahead of time, and by
Friday the count was 50. Now we're on!

I had previously invited members of my new PCA
region, the Rally Sport region. After many years in SEM
and barely attending any events because of proximity,
I switched over and could not be happier.I have met
the PCA equivalent to our Gruppe; great people who
genuinely love driving Porsches and best of all, the vast

majority of events are within minutes of Ann Arbor.

Several RSR members attended and by all accounts were

quite pleased with the reception they received from the

Gruppe. In fact, my counterpart in RSR Mike O'Rear

(attending with his lovely wife Kathy), the editor of their
magazine Bahn Stormer, joined the Registry and the
Gruppe and is keeping his eyes peeled for a nice coupe

driver, so let me know if you have one available. RSR
members Michael and Diane Kimber are also looking for
a356, so look for one for them, too!

Knowing it would be a daunting, yet not impossible task
to keep 2J carc together,I handed out the maps, crossed
my flngers, and pulled out onto the road flrst.It all went
pretty well for the most part, but let's just say with that
many cars there are bound to be some separated members

driving their own "private" route...
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Continued on pg. 16
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flotor C[t[e.s Grruppe
3359 Klngs ,tltll dciad.
North Branch, full +g+6L
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John Thomson
4600 W. Liberty Rd.

Ann Arbor, Ml 48103

356 Literoture (ond Misc) Collection for Sole

Registry & Club Newsletters, Monuols, Literoture, Holidoy Progroms - Bodges -
Videos, Posters , Group Photogrophs, Tools, & Misc. items.

For Complete Listing ond prices contoct Fred Sheill ot f redsheill@live.com

In This Issue...
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