
This newsletter is published by 356 Motor Ciries
Gruppe, an organization dedicated to the
preservation of the 356 automobile. The
opinions expressed herein are those of the
authors and not necessarily those of 356 Motor
Cities Gruppe . Submissions to the newsletter arc
welcomed and will tre considered for publication
by the editors. We especially appreciate
submission by PC disk in either TEXT or
WordPerfect 5. I format. Advertising is
welcomed from commercial sources as well as

members. Subscriptions are available for $10.00
yearly. Please send your name, address and
phone number to: 356 Motor Cities Grupp€

To those of you who missed the Spring drive - words cannot describe the day,
the people or the scenery. A special thanks to Bill and Sherry Toburen for
hosting and leading the Gruppe. Approximately 30 people enjoyed the tour
and lake side lunch.

The Summer months are full of activities for a car club whose original charter called for four (4) events a year to keep the
faithful in touch. June has Vintage Car Races and a track-side BBQ at Mid-Ohio. July will have a first - a "PRALLYE"
(Porsche - Fun & Mystery Rally) departing from the OCC campus in Farmington Hills to an unnamed lake in the Hartland
area (details inside). August will bring our annual family picnic at Dave and Barb Peterson's. Labor Day weekend brings
the east Coast Holiday in Toronto (see Registry magazine for details). A Gruppe from Texas is driving north to the Holiday
and is looking for others to caravan with to Toronto - call me if you are interested (3 I 3-561-8 I 86).

Our "Motor Cities Gruppe" car badge is selling fast and I now have a lapel pin - so order yours before they are gone. Let me
also remind you that do not need to dri.,,e a 356 to attend aay event - we had f,vc 9l I's and cvcn a Lctus at the Spring Drive.

Tacd Stdll
Looking fonryard to seeing you soon,

JUI{E 1994

NEWSLETTER

CITIgS,

Frj

(.I}
ln
ra

President's Messa[e

TEST YOUR MEMORY

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 3

t



PORSCHtr DtrRBY
rrl
U
,.]
A
ozo
U
E]a

r!
U
F]
or
o
&
EF

at:

#*t
F- ti

E

E

E
d€

PAGE 2 luNE 1994ISSUE 3VOLUME 3

E1
(-)

F]A
Fa
&
FL{

Jack Chamberlain - 55 Speedster

Loren Shook - 64 Coupe

Linda Shook - 59 Convertible
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Derby Caravan

The Saturday morning Concour was
held under the hotel covered entrance,
but the Concour at Farmington Estates
was canceled due to the rain. Drying
off the cars before judging was a
challenge. Everyone chipped in to
help one another since they allow only
two minutes to dry the car before

O
THING. A COVETED BATHTUB ON WHEELS
OR...Otder Porsches make owners feel like, if not look like
James Dean. Newer Porsches shout mid-life crisis.

Let's caravan to Porsche Derby in
Louisville. Well of course we would
love to tag along (even if we did drive
our 9l l). So set our plans with Ted
and Lanita, Loren and Linda, and Jack
and Nancy. We all met at Bowling
Green Ohio, and led by Ted, traveled
some of the most beautiful roads off
the main highway. We arrived at the
hotel about 4:00 and proceeded to
wash and clean up our cars, but of
course just as we were finishing up,
along came the rain. The welcoming
party was great and we got to see many
of the friends we have met over the
years.

WHAT? the Porsche 356, an antique
bathtub-shaped sports car made in
various permutations, both coupes and
convertibles, from 1948 to 1965.
Highly valued by car collectors: 76,300
were built, and about 20,000 are
thought to remain on the road. The
Porsche 356 registry has over 4,000
members, some who own several
models. Celebrity owners include
Jerry Seinfeld (a blue 1958 Speedster)
and Ralph Lauren ( a black 1959
Speedster).

PRONUNCIATION
please. Not PORSH.

judging. The weather cleared about
noon and we hopped a bus for
Churchill Downs - the track was wet
and so were the Mint Juleps! The
banquet held Saturday evening at the
hotel was enjoyed by all.

The 356 Gruppe finished first, second
and third. Loren Shook took lst place
with his 64 Black Coupe, Jack
Chamberlain was 2nd with his 55 Red
Speedster and Linda Shook took 3rd

WHERE ARE THEY DRIVEN? ON
television (most notably by the teen
icon and James Dean clone Luke perry
in "Beverly Hills 90210"). In films
(Michael J. Fox drove one in "Doc
Hollywood." So did Nick Nolte and
Eddie Murphy in "48 Hours"). In
music videos (Huey Lewis in "l Want a
New Drug"). Other credits include a
recent commercial for I -800-
COLLECT and the PBS mini-series
"Tales of the City." The porsche 356
also had a bit part in the movie
"BULLITT," the seminal car-crash
movie. "After Steve McQueen crashed
the Mustang, he meets some girl, and

place with her 59 Convertible D
Congratulations to all three.

Sunday morning we were on the road
again heading home - Ted has a knack
for finding twisty roads. What fun we
all had and hopefully we can do it again
next year. Maybe you would like to
share in the fun.

D,2/ & Shhlq ErAla

she has a 356 cabriolet, and she hauls
him around," said Clark Anderson of
San Jose, Califomia, a member of the
Porsche Club of America's national
committee and a 356 expert.

WHY? They evoke a rebellious "On
the Road" nostalgia without making the
driver look like a Beat-era greaser
(imagine a '57 Chevy) or just plain
cool.

WHY ELSE? Older Porsches make
owners feel like, if not look like James
Dean. Newer Porsches shout mid-life
crisis.

WHY JAMES DEAN? James Dean,
who was an amateur race car driver,
owned a white 356 Speedster but found
it a trifle"'^'- continued on page +

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 3 luNE 1994PAGE 3

PORSH-ah,

a

,,.{*
\.* -_-_*_

,5i

\i/'



bathtub continued -

slow. So, he traded up to a silver
Porsche Spyder 550, a limited-series
racing car with an aluminum body and a
bigger engine. On September 30, 1955,

in Cholame, California, Dean was killed
in the Spyder when it struck a car driven
by Donald Turnipseed, a California
Polytechnic student. Mr Turnipseed
drove a 1950 Ford. He lived.

HISTORY: Built in an era when cars
were large and heavy, the lightweight
Porsche was one of the first mass-
produced sports cars. It was also the first
production car made by Dr. Ferdinand
Porsche, the legendary designer who
created the Volkswagen after his release

from prison in 1947. He was convicted
by the French of siding the German war
effort; he designed the Tiger tank.) The
designation 356 derives from the fact
that it was Porsche's 356th design. The

356 models were replaced by the 9l I
series, which is still in production.

COST: Originally priced under $3,00
and obtainable 15 years ago for as

little as S1,500 (running), models in
good condition now sellfrom $25,000
to $60,000, with some fetching as

much as $100,000. A few rare
Spyders have sold for $l million.
James Dean's Speedster, in a private
collection, may be as close to
priceless as a car can get.

SPECS: Early-production models had

a rear-mounted, 35 horsepower
engine, a steel body, minimum trim,
and a top speed of 85 miles per hour.
Later models had larger engines.
WHAT RALPH NADER WOULD
NOTICE: "Trailing throffle
oversteer," a phenomenon in early
models that occurred when a driver

abruptly took his foot off the gas pedal
- a natural reaction - when rounding a

curve too fast. When this happened, the
rear end of the car swung around to the
front.

OTHER SHORTCOMINGS: Some

early models lacked gas gauges. "You
had a little wooden stick that you stuck
in the tank," Mr. Anderson said. "But
you also had a reserve gas tank. In the
convertibles, the top wasn't much use

either. "lt was called an all-weather,"
Mr. Anderson said. "That meant that
all the weather on the outside came
inside."

Nick Ravo,
(as published in the New Yorfr Times)

did Sabastian and Narmeen get that
big table in their Coupe? Did John and

Pam Chatley sell their car and have to
walk home? Could Jim and Loretta
Dunham's 72 9ll RS really be that
BLUE and is it true Jim is really sitting
in the back seat? Who was that in the

bright yellow and bright green cars?

How does Bonnie Sheill do all
THOSE THINGS in their Porsche and
not cause a riot or Fred keep from
running off in the ditch? Has everyone
found their way home by now? For
answers to these questions, don't you
dare miss the next event, cause you
missed some great fun and the

answers!!! Thanks to Sherry for the
great refreshments at your home, the
weather man, Professor Porsche for the
great little road eaters, God for
creating such lovely country sides, and

Bill and Sabastian for finding then for
us to enjoy!!

lul'lE 1994
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Toburen-Ge ata 3 56 Spring Tour

Sunday May 22,94+ dsgrcs5t Sunny!
20 autos (two non-Porsches and three
9lls - that's l5 of those wonderfully cute
little 356s). The first leg of the tour
was to journey to Bill & Sherry
Toburen's gorgeous country setting
home on Fenten Road, north of M59.
With all the breezy decks and tasty
refreshments this passenger could have
just spent the day right there! But as

is the way at driving events, we
eventually had to leave this most
relaxing of pastoral settings and climb
into our very warrn cars for more
travels.

The roads selected were some of the
most scenic in the area, and how they
found them all must have been a real

:hallenge. After all had had about all
the sun they could stand, we made a

fuel stop and a chance to rest stiff
what-evers and drain other tanks!

Then back on the road for a short trip
to the dinner stop at Twin Gardens
Restaurant at Bennett Lake. We really
enjoyed this lovely setting on the deck

overlooking the canal between two
lakes. As boats (and Canadian Geese)

passed, we gulped lots of cooling
drinks and kept umbrellas turned to
keep us out ofthe scorching sun (those

in open cars had already had enough
sun to burn arms and heads). We

decided that the "E in Porsche stands

for EAT and we did that justice. It
was so nice to sit, cool and relaxed
and visit with such congenial 356
friends, but we had not reached the
final destination of the tour, so on we
went.

Another short drive and we were in
the picturesque town of Holly for some

brief shopping at several antique
shops. As I think back I wonder, how
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