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/Z{ere we are in 2010 and you have just received

your “Year End 2009 Auspuff Roar! We are a
bit like the auto companies around here in that we kind of
shut down in December and really get going at the first of
the year!

This marks the end of my two year term as President of
the Gruppe and I will not be running again. Was there a
coup or a big shakeup in the hierarchy of the club? Nope.
[ am just switching jobs. Serving as the Gruppe’s Presi-
dent has meant so much to me [ am humbled just to be a
part of it all. After three years off, however, I have once
again taken over the duties as Editor of the Auspuff Roar.
Loaded with a new computer and some real publishing
software, I am really looking forward to getting back into
it. This issue is my first one back and I am still learning

the software, but I hope you enjoy what I have done so far.

I really want to thank previous Editors/publishers Dick
Beecher, Dan Christie and most recently, my good friend
David Preston who over the last three years worked very
hard and gave me a great vacation! Special thanks goes to
Kathi O at PrintMasters for her terrific layout work over
the last year and especially for so graciously helping me
during this transition.

As far as the officers of the club, shortly after you receive
this we will hold our first board meeting of the year to
elect new officers. I know who I will be nominating for
President and, if the rest of the board agrees, watch out for
some terrific enthusiasm to lead us into the future.

The new board that will be appointing the new officers
was elected in December. Three open positions were filled
by Lanita Dunham, Tom Hudson, and me, an incumbent.
The new 2010 Board of Trustees will now consist of:
Dave Preston, Barbara Skirmants, Lanita Dunham, Tom
Hudson, and Sebastian Gaeta. Once again, it is an experi-
enced board with a great deal of enthusiasm and a special
place in their hearts for our Gruppe.

We thank Dick Beecher and Ted Dunham for their service
as trustees these past two years and for their outstanding
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service to the Gruppe over the last two-plus decades. Both
are long time members and have served many years on the
board and both have served as Gruppe President. That is

a lot of experience to be losing, but they are both only a
phone call away. Plus, with Lanita serving as a new board
member, we kind of get to double dip their ideas and
enthusiasm.

2010 marks the 30th anniversary of the Gruppe and you
will see commemorative designations on each cover of the
AR this year. We will also be including “Years Ago in the
Gruppe™ articles throughout the year. Also, we have ten-
tatively set a mid to early July timeframe for the 30 year
celebration. This will be kind of a “Super Picnic” held in
a historic district with 356 parking by a river and auto and
firetruck museums in walking distance. There will be a
sitdown meal in one of the museums along with other ac-
tivities. We should have things squared away by the next
issue, so look for info then.

More big news, at least to me. Inge Baumgartner has giv-
en to me a copy of Gottfried’s entire photo library. She has
granted me permission to use the images as I wish, which
means Gottfried’s legacy will live on in images in future
issues of the Auspuff Roar. Many of you have asked that if
I'ever were to come into possession of his work, would I
be able to give you copies of photographs of you and your
cars. The answer is yes, but first in line will be John and
Dennis Denyer as they were the first to inquire and have
checked in with me regarding this on a fairly regular basis.
John and Dennis, look for a CD this Winter! Anyone else
that is interested can contact me at spg356@sbcglobal.net
so I can begin organizing this big task. Please be patient as
there are thousands of images to go through, but I will get
it done.

That is it for now, thanks to all for your support in my

term as President, and believe me, bigger things are yet to
come.

5&5&5 Zian
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Editor’s Letter

—ime flies. This is my last column as your Editor of the Auspuff Roar. 1 took over from Dick Beecher two
¢ years ago — where has the time gone? It’s been a great experience, but its time for a change. After a three year
hiatus, Sebastian is jumping back in as our new Editor - or should I say, he’s coming out of retirement!

He is actually publishing this year end issue. We all know the high quality of his work and, even more importantly,
we know we’ll get great content. We all want the Auspuff Roar to be fun and something for the members to look
forward to. We want it to be something more than just a calendar of events and some ads. So it’s a good thing to
change Editors from time to time, so the creativity and new ideas continue to flow. It’s been a great privilege being
Editor, and I have learned a lot more about our cars and my relationships have grown with many of the members and
that is a wonderful benefit for me personally. [ want to thank all of you that have been so helpful to me with articles
and pictures.

The Auspuff Roar can’t be the sole result of the Editor — there has to be contributions from all of us as members, and

that’s why I am so grateful to all of you that have helped me. I am not disappearing though, as I still have a year to
serve as a Trustee. So if [ can be of any help to any of you, please let me know. Thanks again everyone.

Dave Preston

Winter Special
Free flatbed towing and more.
See website for details.
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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