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ON THE COVER: The late Gerald Van Vliet’s T-5
coupe after restoration by its next owner. Gerald
owned that car for many, many years but as far as |

can remember only brought it to one Gruppe event,
the Spring garage tour of 2006. He replaced the T-5
with a very nice early 912 that he drove every chance
he got, even driving it out to his summer home in
Maine. Godspeed Gerald.




all arrived this year right on schedule. Usually, we
kinda slide into the cooler weather gradually and get
used to it, but not this year.

The last couple of weeks I've been in Northern Michigan and
the colors have been spectacular. Last month, we enjoyed
the Fall Color Tour to the Glenmoor Gathering in southeast
Ohio. What a great trip! The week before, OI'#20 and | were
racing around Watkins Glen. Both weekends were courtesy
of the Skirmants--thanks, you

two!

Back up another month to
August and we were enjoying
our annual Summer Picnic
hosted this year by the
Dunham’s. A beautiful day,
the crowd was gathered to
share food and camaraderie
amid a beautiful collection
of our favorite automobiles.
Sadly, we also bore the
news that Gerald Van Vliet
had passed only days earlier
whilst jogging in Grosse
Pointe. A group of us met at
a very moving memorial to
Gerald later in the week and
learned that he had interests
far beyond early Porsches. In
this issue you will find a few
stories from his friends and
an article that he submitted
before his passing. He will be
missed.

Soon upon us are the Elections. Yeah, yeah, there’s gonna
be local, state and national elections but I'm talking about
the 356 MCG Trustee Elections. Check your mailbox (&/
or your email inbox) for the Ballot, make your choices and
return it promptly, please. And while you're voting, don't
forget the Registry Trustee Election. We need to re-elect
Vic Skirmants to Trustee. If you have questions about the
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others running, Vic can provide background on the various
candidates.

While you're rummaging around in your mailboxes, look for
the invitation to our Christmas Party, scheduled for Sunday
December 2nd. Make sure to get your reservations in to
Sue Denyer by November 20th, and mail your remittance
to Barbara Skirmants along with your membership renewal.
Then, root around in the garage, closet or basement
for items to donate to the
Holiday Auction. Always a fun
time, the auction is the major
fundraiser for our Gruppe.

Being that it is currently mid-
October, it's hard to believe
that the holiday season
is right around the corner
but Halloween is only a
couple of weeks away. You
know the drill, Halloween,
Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Year’s, it all becomes a
whirlwind. I'm looking forward
the Holiday Party at
Canterbury Village because
of the great group of friends
attend. Besides, it's
always fun to see just how
much Phil Kubik will pay for a
tin of Dennis Denyer’s Butter
Cookies.

And then, 2013! Man, this

year was a blur. But that's
OK, next year will slow down. Sure. February will find us at
the mid-winter break formerly known as the Chili Cook-Off.
Barbara is looking to change the event around a bit to keep
it fresh, keep an eye out for the details. Meanwhile, enjoy
those tubs while Michigan shows off its fall color festival and
I'll meet you at the Christmas Party.

Dave

See you on the road,
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