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On The Cover

Dave Burton captures our little
cars all in a row at the annual picnic
held at the Skirmants' "Three
Oaks".

See more photos on page 10

The AuspuffRoar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $20 per year due at the first
ofeach year. Advertising rates per issue
are as follows:
Business card size-$10,
Quarter page-$25, Half page-$50,
Full page-$85.
Please send membership dues or change
ofaddress to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI48461.
Please send materials to be published
or advertising copy to:
Dick Beecher
beech356@chartermi.net. Or mail to:
2487 Misty Lane, Davison,Mi.48423
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Pemember fhe firsf year in your first
Porsche!

That's the theme of the 2007 East Coast Holiday. So, a little up-
date on progress is in order!!

We have signed a contract with Boyne Highlands in Harbor
Springs to be our headquarters hotel; which will also be the site
for the concours, hill climb, gymkhana and banquet. With accom-
modations for up to 650 people, all participants can be housed in
the same location - something not done at an East Coast Holiday
for a few years. We will have separate secured parking in nice
surroundings with park benches located at the perimeter for just
sitting, looking at the cars and talking with old friends.

We have established the core planning
group consisting of Dick Beecher, Ted
Dunham, Heath Hurlbert and Barbara
Skirmants to begin organizing the event
in more detail. Dan Christy is polishing
up the event logo, which will grace the
2007 Holiday car badge, shirts, caps and
other Holiday items. Dick Beecher is
busy tracking down information and
procedural materials for conducting the
hill climb and gymkhana events; and
then will pursue acquisition of insurance
coverage. As we progress both in scope
and time, we will begin adding more
team members from the list of manv

"UUe have signed a contract
with Boyne Highlands in
Harbor Springs to be our

headquarters hoteh which will
also be the site for the

concours, hill climb, gymkhana
and banquet"

A detailed story and pictures will be in the next issue.

Did you notice that we began to use our web site very extensively
for the Fall Color Tour publicity? Because the planning specif-
ics for the Tour fell between issues of AusPuff Roar, we turned to
broadcast e-mail and the web site http://www.356mcg.com/ to
both advertise the Color Tour and communicate details of
agenda, lodging and meals. If you didn't get the news electroni-
cally, it was likely that Barbara Skirmants doesn't have your e-
mail address on file. Send it to her at skirmants@direcway.com
to keep current on all of the Motor Cities Gruppe happenings.

Our newsletter publisher has gone nation-wide. You have un-
doubtedly noticed the inclusion of pictures and ending prices of
Porsche-related eBay auction items in AusPuff Roar from time
to time. Well, so has Gordon Maltby, Editor of the 356 Registry

magazine. Starting with the current
issue, Sebastian Gaeta will be having a

regular column demonstrating the de-
sirability of vintage Porsche parapher-
nalia in the market place. Pretty
amazing - both the items and the
prices. Check it out, and congratula-
tions, Sebastian.

people rvho have already volunteered their time and services. If
you have a preference for a particular Holiday activity, call me or
any of the core planning team members to get your name on the
"Helping Hands List".

We had a very good turnout for the Annual Summer Picnic. The
weather was perfect, as was the setting at the Skirmants country
estate. Besides seeing old friends and some new cars (Eric
Koehler's green coupe and Dave Preston's), we also got a tour of
Vic and Barbara's home away from home - their brand new rac-
ing transporter. See Dave Burton's pictures on page 10.

By the time this issue reaches you, the Fall Color Tour will have
just taken place. The theme of this year's Tour was "Holiday Pre-
view", driving routes put together by Bill Hallandal, accommoda-
tions at Boyne Highlands and a dinner party at the Hinz Hideout.

Coming up on December 4th is annual
Holiday Party, again being held on the
first Sunday in December. The Holi-
day Party has also traditionally been
the last day ofballoting for the election
of Motor Cities Gruppe Trustees. How-
ever, we are including a ballot in this

issue and ask that you fill it out and mail it in beforehand. Three
Trustees, Michael Heilmann, Bill Rohrer and Barbara Skir-
mants, rvill be stepping down this year and we thank them for
their terrific service to the club. Check out the ballot to see who
their possible replacements are.

See you at the Neil's on Saturday mornings, and fbr sure, the
Holiday Party!

ba..re Pereq.gou
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In the last issue I wrote about how we wished for warm weather
all winter , well, we got our wish this summer. We have lots of
opportunities to get out on the roads with our cars. Sometimes it
was so warm you could hardly stand to put the top down.
This issue will include some photos of our summer Picnic. The
event was well attended and it was a perfect day . I don't know
rvhat received more attention the great cars on display or the
abundance of Barbara's pet Hummingbirds and Butterflies. I
know I have never seen so many in one place. We even took a
little time for some club business when David Peterson discussed

the 2007 East Coast Holiday. Those of you who worked on the
98 Holiday know that its not to soon to begin working on the
event.
The theme for the Holiday is ; " Remember the first year in your
first Porsche." My first Porsche was acquired back in about
197 4 . I had looked at some cars while living in Texas and the
Chicago area but they always seemed to be far more of a project
than I wanted. When we moved back to Michigan I mentioned
my interest to Bill Hallandal. In a very short time he contacted
me with a prospect in Ann Arbor. This was a Dolphin Grey C
coupe owned by Grady Ellis who raced Porsches at Waterford in
the past . The car was quite dull and in need of paint . interior ,

tires etc. But it did run , drove ',vell and was generally pretty
solid. We settled on a price and I nervously drove the car home. I
still have a picture somewhere of my wife, Mother and Father in
Law setting on our front porch looking at this somewhat shabby
looking car with no enthusiasm .

The first year didn't include much driving as I went into a resto-
ration mode. The first step was cleaning . That's all I did to the
engine along with changing points and plugs and I drove it that
way until I sold it. The rest of the car was more involved. I dis-
covered a little rust on the rockers and front fenders which re-
sulted in the first of many orders to Stoddards for repair panels

and other parts. I thought that the Dolphin Grey color sort of
looked like porch and deck paint so decided to paint it Ruby Red.

I stripped the car , including glass and found a young man who
worked with me that did some painting to complete the body
work. I left the dash the same grey color as well as the seat and
door upholstery . The carpet was replaced with a grey square

weave material that a local Flint shop said was used in Mer-
cedes.

My restoration process was completed when I purchased a set of
real Minilite wheels and 185-70 tires from either Tire Rack or
Discount Tire who delivered them all mounted and balanced .

You can't buy real new Minilites any more. Actually the frosting
on the cake was the purchase of a set of Chrome Nerf Bars from
that exotic parts house JC Whitney .

Now this restoration would not be to the standards set today but
the car rvas a great fun driver that I enjoyed immensely . It still
is a great car and is currently owned by fellow Gruppe member
Bill Demeter. Bill has made many improvements since he has

owned it especially in the performance area.

Now, I have been your Auspuff Editor for about 9 months. It is

some work yet is rewarding when the issue comes out in its final
form. Sometimes it seems that I am not doing very much as mate-

rial , pictures, articles etc. are solicited and simply passed on to

Sebastian who works his magic puts it all together resulting in an

excellent finished publication. Sebastian assures me that it is a

help to him so I will continue to try and improve my participation.
What is really the meat of the finished product is the contributions
by you , Motor Cities Gruppe Members. I am grateful to those who
have provided material for our newsletter over the past year.

As we go into the winter months there are less events and activi-
ties for Newsletter articles. I am asking for material to include in
future publications. For example "Remember the first year in your
first Porsche" or My first 356 , or any 356 related story like a fa-
vorite trip with pictures. The classifieds are some of the first
things that I look at when I get my Pano or Registry . We encour-
age you to send in your sale items . They work, Bill Hallandal just
sold two cars from our ad. Letters to the Editor will be published
as long as they are not political.
We will certainly have a comprehensive article about the fall tour.

I hope you will be there. This will be a great opportunity to be in-
cluded in a prestigious publication like the Auspuff Roar.

In the past The Gruppe had all members dinner meetings. In the
time prior to the 98 West Coast Holiday these meetings were well
attended. Over time the location was changed a couple of times for
various reasons and attendance gradually decreased to a point
where they were cancelled due to a lack of interest. It was recog-

nized that work schedules and evening winter travel made it diffi-
cult for many to attend during the week.

In light of the fact that many of the Board members attend the in-
formal Saturday morning get-togethers at Neil's, their meetings

are being held bi-monthly at Stuart Tool. Thanks to Neil Goldberg
for his hospitality.
As many Gruppe members also attend the Saturday morning
"Breakfast Club" the Board has scheduled general membership

Luncheons on Saturdays, the days ofthe Board meetings. The
luncheons are open to all members and will be held at Logan's

Roadhouse. Logan's is located on 14 Mile road in front of the
Oakland Mall. We encourage all to attend. We are discussing the
possibility of doing another East Coast Holiday in 2007 as well as

future activity plans. The input of all members will be lvelcomed.

Remaining 2005 Membership Luncheon
Schedule:

Saturday October 1, 2005 12 noon-Saturday
December 31200512 noon

Motor Cities Gruppe
Social Luncheons

AUSPUFF 4 ROAR
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EAST COAST HOLIDAY TIPDATE
2007

Remember fhe firsf year in your firsf Porsche!

This will be our fourth Holiday, with the most recent in 1998. Translated, that means that we have many seasoned veterans of past Holi-
days as well as new folks that have not yet had the privilege to serve other Porsche owners at a Holiday. We are going to take about a
half hour at the Summer Picnic on August 28'h to talk about the entire Holiday, and answer any questions you may have. This also gives
you the opportunity to think about your role in this great upcoming event.

Listed below is a tentative list of Holiday planning and execution activities. Please review and be ready to volunteer your services and
specify Holiday activity interests.

Financials

a Tech Sessions

a Literature/Model
Meet

I Concours
O Swap Meet

a Design & Art Work
a Manufacture
I Packaging

I Sales

a Routes

a Maps & Driving Times

Hotel Facilities
a Rooms

a Meals

t Banquet
a Storage
a Overflow Rooms

a Car Wash, Parking
Northern Michigan Things to
Do

a Holiday Web Site
a 356 Registry Magazine

Ads
a Advertising in Other

Venues

a Art Work
Sponsors

blicityPu

E-Mail Addresses
A great deal of our correspondence within the Gruppe is now by e-mail. Barbara Skirmants has a large number of addresses that bounce
back as undeliverable. Please look for your name below and if it is there, or if you have never sent Barbara your e-mail address before,
please send her your correct address

at skirmants@ direcway.com.

Jack Chamberlin, Glen Northrup, Amirass, stanek.l,
long@ accesstoledo.com, jprost@peoplepc.com,

sales@autostrasse.com, jcrookes,

bethanne, glaporte, edwardkunrath, murphy,
Dmunoz, jcconnell, rmatthew, m. doyle,
lynn sheeley, dave howard, john jenkins

MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE 2OO5 CALENDAR

DECEMBER 3rd Board Meeting Stuart Tool, Lunch Following.
/ E.*(h Holiday Party. Details to follow.
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=TT=EIETFIFIEIIMPQFITED CAtrIS, INC.
38845 Mentor Ave., Willoughby, Ohio 44094

Phane: 8001342-1 41 4 Fax 44O1951 -641 3

Go lo our newly updated webslte lo place secure orders al

www.stoddard.com
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Dr.ALLri

e
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F=.i ilumbei
616-100-979-00
644-20-022
369-05-702
NLA-5.r.r -513-01
NLA-511-514-01
61 6-1 05-30s-00
539-07-11 6
539-01 - 1 32
356-23-21 3
644-54't-235-41
6r'.4-201-233-00
NLA-701-011-13
NLA-701-013-00
NLA-723-010-00
NLA-723-002-00
NLA-723-006-00
M4-731-fr7-OO
644-551-640-00
NLA-632-1 01 -00
NLA-542-047-00
NLA-602-900-00

S€=..iF1ion
lnjection pipe, left side, fits Solex 40Pll-4
Reverse idler gear bolt. Fits 644n16fi41 T'ans
Tach drive shaft. Fits early style. small oil pump
Hood latch bolt
Hood latch retainer
Bearing bracket for long rocker shaft. Fits 1960-1965
Oil pump shaft. Fits early style - small oil pump
Cover for camshaft, flywheel end
Adjusting nut lor handbrake
Tension rod nut. Fits Roadster windshield
Fuel tank hold down clips. Fits 3568T6, 356C
Mann decal OP22, early style
Oli lilter Einlass decal
Glaser badge. Fits early 356 Cab and America Roadsters
Ruetter badge. Fits 1953-1955
D'leteren badge. Fits later Roadsters
Chrome consoles for rear reflectors
Clutch pedal stop. Fits all 356
lnterior light, 88 mm hole. Fits 356A pre T2
Replacement spring for window regulator
Condensor bracket. Fits Bo$ch 056 & 076 condensers

G+ F#

* E EE

Price
$5.00

$18.00
$50.00

$6.50
$6.50

$13.00
$7.00
$3.50
$8.7s

$12.00
$6.00

$5.00
$20.00

s6.00
$7.50

$12.00
$s.75

n*:==';*^-cFsr"'*
lp-

St*
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: ::trlick and order online!
$1.00
$1 .00
$7.00
$7.00

-8. - !' !-
s.i,d !Atd#
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Classifieds

FOR SALE: large selection of NOS and used 356 parts from
1953 to 1965. Shocks, gaskets, engine parts, exhaust, cables, gas

tanks, interior, instruments etc. Also a few early 9lll9l2 parts.

Bill Hallandal7200 Power rd. Bellaire, MI 49615 231-377-9310

Looking For: Excellent T-6 VDM stock steering wheel. Have
excellent T-5 wheel for possible trade.

Sebastian Gaeta 7 3 4-645-93 8 I spg3 56 @ sbcglobal. net

Need Winter Storage for your Porsche?

See page 9 and call Sebastian Gaeta734-645-9381 or
Bill Rohrer 734-47 6-5330

Send all classifieds to:
Dick Beecher beech356@chartermi.net. Or mail to:

2487 Misty Lane, Davison ,Mi. 48423

In memory of Gottfried, the Motor Cities Gruppe has

donated $1,000 to the Anna & Ludwig Hogh Memorial
Scholarship Fund at Albion College (Gottfried's parents)

Ifyou desire to personally contribute, make out your check to
"Albion College", noting the above Scholarship Fund and send to
Gottfried's sister, Mrs. Inge Baumgartner,
4l I Darrow Street, Albion, Michigan 49224.

MIcUREI G. HEILMANN P.C.
ATTORNEY AT L.AW
284I I NoRTHWESTERN HIGHWAY. SUITE 93O
gourHFlELD, MIcHTGAN 44034
PHoNE: 24B.356.aaAA
FAx: 248.944.9a1I
EMAIL: HEILMANN@MICHIGANPI LAWYER.coM

..DoN,T GET HURT TvtlICE,'*
LICENSED tN MIcHIGAN. FLoFIDA ANo COLORADO

AUSPUFF 6 ROAR
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The Anna & Ludwig Hogh Memorial
Scholarship Fund at Albion College



The Ding Removers Promise You:
Ii\TEGl{.i]Y.,}EJAi.i'i*i". I-}EPEN:,}.,lEii,11'Y. L0}"\i,1}'" i--l+i'=J.=is'i"tI,{CY

"These are not just roords to tne; they are the
principles that I liue by o;nd that gouern
the wog I'ue done business.for 95 years."

Robert Bashauaty
Owner/Operator of The Ding Removers

Meet the growing family of
THE DING REMOVERS

Julie, William, Kieth, Greg,
Chad, Jason, Dan

Each technician that works for The Ding Removers has reached Mas ter Leuel slatus. Commitment

to quality and customer satisfaction is our number one priority and, with our expanding nctwork, The
Ding Removers can now service you as often as there is a need. Whether you choose to have us visit
your lot several times a week or simply to be on call, we have the skilled manpower to accommodate

you at a price that is tair and cornpetitive. This includes all door dings, small dents, hail damage, serwice

customers and body shop needs. Additionally, our office manager Julie is available for scheduling off-
site appointments to facilitate your customer's convenience.

We take uery seriously the priuilege
of seruicing Aou. When your inuentory
ts ding free andft"ont line ready,
it's a reflection on us.

The Ding Removers fnc.
734-459-85ro

-\u
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America Roadster Chassis 12371 Steel Bodied
By Heath Hurlbert

bout every five years the Meadow Brook
Hall Concours D'Elegance is graced

with the entry of an America roadster. The America
roadster lvas the first Porsche delivered to satisfy the
"run rvhat you brung" crowd. This year Gary Kemp-
ton's newly painted and finished car was on display.
Although only l6 aluminum roadsters were built by the
coachbuilder Heuer/Glasser, they built was one last AR
(the so called "17th roadster") of steel. Heuer was near
bankruptcy, the aluminum roadsters were so costly to
build that they lost money on every car they built.
Heuer wanted to convince Porsche to build steel bodied
roadsters (about 350 lbs heavier) so they could remain
profitable.
It is un-
clear if
Porsche
had no in-
terest in
the steel

versions or
Heuer's
bankruptcy
was too far
advanced
to continue
building
roadsters
and cabrio-
lets for
Porsche.

This car like all but the first two was delivered
with the newly developed 15005 engine generating
70 horsepower at 5000 RPM. The engine used a

two-piece VW crankcase, with a roller bearing
crankshaft and an extended oil sump. Larger car-
buretors and intake manifolds were used in this
engine. This car also had the large brakes used on
the later aluminum roadsters. The steel body road-
ster differed in that the windshield is one piece
curved glass and not removable for racing pur-
poses. The aluminum roadsters had removable 2

piece (flat glass) windshields. With the fixed wind-
shield the car has a curvaceous look. Many people
say that this car looks like a cross between a Por-
sche speedster and a Jaguar XK120. The roadsters
had unique seats, they used normal seat bottoms,
but the backs were barrel shaped giving very good

lateral support.
The backs of
the seats piv-
oted at the
lower sides to
allorv access to
the storage
shelf behind
the seats. This
was the only
roadster to be

painted rosede-

grun. The inte-
rior is two-tone
green and tan
and is the only
roadster to

have a two-tone interior. It is my theory Heuer may have
done this two-tone interior to get Porsche's attention, as

they wanted additional steel roadster orders. Many of us

saw this car in California at the "speedster 50'h Anniver-
sary" event. At that time the car was painted black with
white numbers although the dash still had the original
rosedegrun green paint. The color rosedegrun depicts the
color of the leaves of a rose bush (pale gray-green). I feel
that the car is better looking now that it painted its origi-
nal rosedegrun. This roadster had limited race history.
The most significant rvas in 1954 Brundage Motors Inc.,
Miami Springs, Fla., entered it in the 1954 l2-hours of
Sebring endurance race. Ifyou have access to the
"speedster 50'h Anniversary''book there are additional
pictures on pages 79,80, I 16,122,123,128 and 129. All
in all this car was spectacular. I may have a biased view,
but these roadsters may be the most beautiful open pro-

duction cars that
Porsche built. At
the Meadow
Brook Concours
it received a blue
ribbon and lion
award. I hope
you lvere fortu-
nate enough to see

Gary Kempton's
roadster.

He.lrr.

Hup.usae.r
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Inside this issue you willfind a ballot with the

names of the Trustee candidates. Please follow
the instructions on the ballot and mail to:

Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI 48461.

It is quite important that you send in your bal-
lot as the board is comprised of the members

that make the decisions regarding how your
club functions. It also elects the officers from
among its ranks so in effect you are voting in
the club officers.

Don't forget to mail in that ballot!

Trustee Elections

Storage for Your Porsche
Secure, dry and rodent free. Store your Porsche (or other sports car) for the winter for only $300. The facility, owned by
Gruppe members Sebastian Gaeta and Bill Rohrer, is less than 10 years old and is ideal for keeping your car safe and out of
harms way for the winter. We still have spots available but they do go fast as snowfall approaches. Located in Willis, MI just
south of Ann Arbor, it is just 10 minutes from the I-94 and Rawsonville road exit.

Contact Sebastian at734.645.9381 or Bill at 734.476.5330 to reserve a spot

AUSPUFF 9 ROAR
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The Gruppe Summer Picnic is the rong-
est continuous event held by our club, dating back to 1980. So
many of our members lead such busy lives that they are not able
to make it to many Gruppe events, but this one seems to motivate
them to get their cars up and running. Now that the event has
found a home at the Skirmants' "Three Oaks" we have the ideal
place to hold our picnic for years to come.

Vic and Barb, you will never know how much we appreciate
your hospitality in hosting this wonderful get-together and we
look forward to many, many more.

SPG Dave Burton Photos
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MOTOR CITIES CRUPPE
2487 Misty Lane,
Davison, Mi.48423
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Sebastian Gaeta Complementary 2006

4O7O Brookview Court
Ann Arbor, Ml 48109
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