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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Michael Heilmann

Set the GPS for Boyne Highlands

Friends:

The summer came and went by in a
whoosh. Gruppe picnic, Local Con-
cours, Dream Cruise, Vintage Races. I
once had a friend tell me that turning
fifty (five oh) was like being a rock
getting kicked off a cliff and the years
fly by faster and faster until, suddenly
the rock stops. I have to thank Vic
Rivera for prompting me to clear my
calendar in September and getting me
to go the September Vintage Races at
Watkins Glen. After all we never
know when the rock decides to stop.
This event named Porsche as the Mar-
quee this year, yet featured every
known gasoline powered conveyance
known to man and then some un-
known to all but the chosen few. The
1948 Chrysler Zippo car looks as ri-
diculous in real life as it does in pho-
tos. The highlight of the Vintage races
are Vintage cars that you usually only
see in picture books sold by Doc
Block. Porsche 904, 910, 917, 911. It
was one of the best weekends I have
ever experienced. It didn’t take a lot of
planning to commit to this event’s at-
tendance. All I did was show up.

In a few months, we will be inundated
with hundreds of applications from the
four corners of the United States for
the 2007 East Coast Holiday. It seems
that only a few weeks ago Barb Skir-
mants proposed a Holiday to the Motor
Cities Gruppe board. In fact it was
2005 and time has rushed by faster
than we like. We are blessed with a
great Holiday committee that seems
like it is meeting all the time. Budgets,
badges and breakfast are taken for
granted by those that are participating
in an event. Yet, it is the hard work of
the likes of Harry Kurrie, Heath Hurl-
bert, Dave Hinze, Barb Skirmants,
Dave Peterson and many more will
make this event a reality. Set aside the time for the Holiday in
your Palm Pilot, Franklin planner or Hallmark Calendar today.
The next time you think about it, might be too late; your secre-
tary or co-worker will have signed you up to play Donkey Bas-
ketball at the local high school to raise money for the Endan-

gered Condor Awareness Program. Vic Rivera will not prompt you
at the last minute to join him in a drive “Up North” with Lucy. I
am reminded of my mother’s console stereo in Northwest Detroit ,
playing a warped vinyl LP of crooner Dean Martin singing, “Enjoy
yourself, it’s later than you think!”
The 2007 East Coast Holiday is set for June 26 — July 1, 2007 in
Harbor Springs , Michigan . The website is real visual treat and
can be reached by visiting www.eastcoastholiday.com. We will
need many volunteers for all the events:

e Concours

e Hill Climb
¢ Gymkhana
e Swap Meet

Take a look at the Dan Christie event badge. I may order 50 to sell
on EBay in order to supplement my meager retirement. Meet your
old friends, and make some new ones in one of the most scenic
venues that Michigan has to offer. The Gold Coast of Lake Michi-
gan is spectacular any time of year. Driving along in your beloved
Porsche 356 with a wind off the lake and sun dappled poplars in
your rear view mirror is as good as it gets in the summer. Steal
away on Michigan ’s most beautiful road in the tunnel of trees on
the way to Leg’s Inn in Cross Village . Raise your glass in a 'Hail
to Chief Smolak' Smacznego! Stop by in the Inn ’s manicured gar-
dens on a bluff over the lake. You’ll be going this way in order to
get over the Big Mac Bridge and onto Mackinaw Island for some
real horsepower. One of the official events is a day trip to Michi-
gan ’s favorite vacation Island . I know that you have always
wanted to drive over the Mackinaw Bridge in your Porsche. Now
you have a reason to commit. You could even take the 356 aboard
the Emerald Isle to Beaver Island 30 miles in the middle of Lake
Michigan and take a cruise to the Whiskey Point lighthouse. I am
often amazed at the numbers of folks who have never taken in all
that are our Northwest Coast has to offer and the 2007 East Coast
Holiday is the perfect excuse. Even if your significant other is not
a gear head, the area is full of antique shops, art galleries, garden
nurseries and great gourmet restaurants. Ask to see the wine list at
the Rowe Inn in Ellsworth and be prepared to be surprised. Special
requests are a house specialty. Order Whitefish in Charlevoix and
remember that special evening or simply grab a blanket and a pic-
nic dinner and just stare out at the simmering sunset in the sweet
sea that nourishes our soul. After all there is more to life than Zy-
mol waxing a 356. All that tuning of the Solexes doesn’t do you
any good if it doesn’t go anywhere. In fact it was Sebastian Gaeta
who recently remarked that he hasn’t seen my Signal Red 356 C
for quite some time. “You had better get it rolling before the big
Holiday , Mike...” A trip to Bill Demeter’s wrench exorcised the
carburetor ghosts that apparently live behind the tar paper in the
engine compartment and [ am now hitting the off camber curves of
Oakland County in a manner that our loyal Editor calls
“irresponsible”. Remember, Dean Martin was a “car guy”, he had
Stella Stevens serves him beverages while they cruised in the Bar-
ris “Sex Wagon”, a 1966 Mercury Station Wagon that served as a
nest for the screen legends in the spy movie "The Silencers." You
don’t want to miss the East Coast Holiday, you want to be the one
at Stuart Tool passing around gorgeous photos of your significant
other and drawing admiring glances! Enjoy yourself it is later than
you think; June 26 will be here in ein augenblink! Take Care.

MicsaeL
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On The Cover

Heath Hurlbert glides over the crest of a hill in his
Speedster during the Gruppe Fall Festival. Shirley
Gobba took this photo “Gottfried”style; that is,
she stood up through the sunroof of her husband’s
car and took the shot behind them. Look for pho-
tos and full story of the Fall Festival in the next
Auspuff Roar.

The Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is published 6 times per year.
Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $20 per year due at the first
of each year. Advertising rates per issue
are as follows:

Business card size—$10,

Quarter page— $25, Half page—$50,
Full page—$85.

Please send membership dues or change
of address to:

Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road
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or advertising copy to:

Dick Beecher
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This is the time of year that there usu-
ally are articles in car club newsletters
that lament the passage of the “driving”
season and have detailed instructions on
storing your beloved vehicle. I will re-
peat my highly technical winter storage
instructions Drive into your garage, and
do not cover or clean it. This way you
will be able to look at your car and have
all winter to polish and wax it.

The end of our “season” doesn’t have to
eliminate all possibilities for enjoying
our Porsches. Recently I was involved
in a small project that brought together
four 356 enthusiasts for a few hours on
a Saturday morning. Usually the extent
of our technical involvement with our
Porsches is watching Neil Goldberg
working on some project on Saturday
morning as we sit and drink coffee and
eat bagels. Neil has a description of this
activity that only he can express.
Member Dave Preston became enam-
ored with the Bursch exhaust system on
my car when we were at the Bay Harbor
event this summer and decided to pur-
chase one for his coupe. I suggested that
we get together at my garage to install
the system and exercise the many tools
in my toolbox that were gathering dust.
The system arrived and Dave had it sent
out for gold / jet hot plating. We set a
time to install the exhaust system and
Tom Hudson , Davison local 356 Por-
sche enthusiast and 911 owner Chris
Wedow joined Dave and I to observe
and assist. Now, it doesn’t take four
people to install a Bursch exhaust sys-
tem however we worked very well to-
gether. Dave and Chris installed the
new front bumper guards on the rear
bumper replacing those with exhaust
holes while Tom and I removed the

& stock exhaust. Although I had installed

exhaust systems in the past on two oc-
casions it took a while to remember
that it was necessary to remove the
rear engine sheet metal for easy access
to the upper flange bolts. We all
worked together to do the necessary
bending and prying to fit the pipes and

B flanges. The project went very

- smoothly and only took a couple of
hours with time out for a coffee break
with fresh home made apple Strudel
prepared by wife. “ I'm here to serve”
Diane. We had a great time doing the
job with a good sense of accomplish-
ment while spending time with fellow
enthusiasts without even taking the car
out of the garage. Maybe you might
have a project you could tackle this win-
ter. Just call some friends and go to
work.

Just some comments on exhaust sys-
tems. We all have our favorites,the
Sport and Abarth types have a mellow
sound and the Bursch is often somewhat
more aggressive sounding. However all
of these non-stock systems have fewer
individual components to leak and
sometime rattle. We also noted the
Bursch is considerably lighter. There
are lots of choices for your individual
taste.

In this issue Dennis Denyer tells of his
first year experience with his first 356.
John McConnell reports on their trip to
the 2006 West Coast Holiday with pho-
tographs of the event. Tom Hudson pro-
vided the Watkins Glen photos to go
with my article.

We’re not trying to rush the season
however you will see the notice for our
annual 2006 Christmas party. Please
mark your calendars for this great
event. The party will be held again at
The Canterbury Village in Lake Orion
By reports from last year we finally
have a venue that pleases everyone.
Start now to assemble some items for
our annual auction. The auction is the
primary fund raiser to support our
newsletter. Take time to find some great
material for the live and silent auctions.
Bring as many items as you can find ,
we’ll sell them all.

See you in the garage and at the Christ-
mas party.

Dick
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356 Motor Cities Gruppe

2006 Holiday Party

Sunday

December 1077
2-00PM to 7-00PM

Fun people, great food
and
fabulous auction ftems

- e

Ole \X/orlnterury Village

2325 Joslyn, Lake Orion é:\
10:00arn  Shops operr for browsing & buying ?>
2:00pm  Program starts PROMPTLY [bar operis] ’coe' Qee' XY
3:00 Live Auctior o
4:00 Dinner Served %7’ PN
Buffet Dinner 43\'0 s & QO
Relish tray, Various Salads » '\é' 04' . O":’l
Penne with Meat Sauce o‘ & oY
Entrees: \ , Q" &(' Q;T-:Q’Q
Carved Beef Tenderioin '{b $$ 'b‘) E}Q{‘
Chicken Entree P QY , &7 .0
Seafood Entree sQ Q 4 S
Open Bar 1’00 2

S45/persor

fincludes dinner and operr bar}

Contact Dennis Denyer (248/391-3268) or
Dick Beecher (810/653-6599), beech356@chartermi.net

Please bring items per family for the auction

Deadline for signing up is December 5th
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