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PRESIDENT'S LE,TTER
Michael Heilmann

(

Set the GPS for Boyne Highlands

Friends:
The summer came and went by in a
whoosh. Gruppe picnic, Local Con-
cours, Dream Cruise, Vintage Races. I
once had a friend tell me that turning
fifty (five oh) was like being a rock
getting kicked off a cliff and the years

fly by faster and faster until, suddenly
the rock stops. I have to thank Vic
Rivera for prompting me to clear my
calendar in September and getting me
to go the September Vintage Races at

Watkins Glen. After all we never
know when the rock decides to stop.

This event named Porsche as the Mar-
quee this year, yet featured every
known gasoline powered conveyance
known to man and then some un-
known to all but the chosen few. The
I 948 Chrysler Zippo car looks as ri-
diculous in real life as it does in pho-
tos. The highlight of the Vintage races

are Vintage cars that you usually only
see in picture books sold by Doc
Block. Porsche 904, 910, 917 , 911 . lr
was one ofthe best weekends I have
ever experienced. It didn't take a lot of
planning to commit to this event's at-
tendance. All I did was show up.

In a few months, we will be inundated
with hundreds of applications from the
four corners of the United States for
the 2007 East Coast Holiday. It seems

that only a few weeks ago Barb Skir-
mants proposed a Holiday to the Motor
Cities Gruppe board. In fact it was

2005 and time has rushed by faster
than we like. We are blessed with a

great Holiday committee that seems

like it is meeting all the time. Budgets,
badges and breakfast are taken for
granted by those that are participating
in an event. Yet, it is the hard work of
the likes of Harry Kurrie, Heath Hurl-
bert, Dave Hinze, Barb Skirmants,
Dave Peterson and many more will

make this event a reality. Set aside the time for the Holiday in
your Palm Pilot, Franklin planner or Hallmark Calendar today.
The next time you think about it, might be too late; your secre-

tary or co-worker will have signed you up to play Donkey Bas-
ketball at the local high school to raise money for the Endan-

gered Condor Awareness Program. Vic Rivera will not prompt you
at the last minute to join him in a drive "Up North" with Lucy. I
am reminded of my mother's console stereo in Northwest Detroit ,

playing a warped vinyl LP of crooner Dean Martin singing, "Enjoy
yourself, it's later than you think!"
The 2007 East Coast Holiday is set for June 26 - July I, 2007 in
Harbor Springs , Michigan . The website is real visual treat and
can be reached by visiting www.eastcoastholiday.com. We will
need many volunteers for all the events:

. Concours

. Hill Climb

. Gymkhana

. Swap Meet
Take a look at the Dan Christie event badge. I may order 50 to sell
on EBay in order to supplement my meager retirement. Meet your
old friends, and make some new ones in one of the most scenic
venues that Michigan has to offer. The Gold Coast of Lake Michi-
gan is spectacular any time of year. Driving along in your beloved
Porsche 356 with a wind off the lake and sun dappled poplars in
your rear view mirror is as good as it gets in the summer. Steal
away on Michigan 's most beautiful road in the tunnel of trees on

the way to Leg's Inn in Cross Village . Raise your glass in a 'Hail
to Chief Smolak' Smacznegol Stop by in the Inn 's manicured gar-
dens on a bluffover the lake. You'll be going this way in order to
get over the Big Mac Bridge and onto Mackinaw Island for some

real horsepower. One of the official events is a day trip to Michi-
gan 's favorite vacation Island . I know that you have always
wanted to drive over the Mackinaw Bridge in your Porsche. Now
you have a reason to commit. You could even take the 356 aboard
the Emerald Isle to Beaver Island 30 miles in the middle of Lake
Michigan and take a cruise to the Whiskey Point lighthouse. I am
often amazed at the numbers of folks who have never taken in all
that are our Northwest Coast has to offer and the 2007 East Coast
Holiday is the perfect excuse. Even if your significant other is not
a gear head, the area is full ofantique shops, art galleries, garden
nurseries and great gourmet restaurants. Ask to see the wine list at
the Rowe Inn in Ellsworth and be prepared to be surprised. Special
requests are a house specialty. Order Whitefish in Charlevoix and
remember that special evening or simply grab a blanket and a pic-
nic dinner and just stare out at the simmering sunset in the sweet

sea that nourishes our soul. After all there is more to life than Zy-
mol waxing a 356. All that tuning of the Solexes doesn't do you

any good if it doesn't go anywhere. In fact it was Sebastian Gaeta
who recently remarked that he hasn't seen my Signal Red 356 C
for quite some time. "You had better get it rolling before the big
Holiday , Mike..." A trip to Bill Demeter's wrench exorcised the
carburetor ghosts that apparently live behind the tar paper in the
engine compartment and I am now hitting the off camber curves of
Oakland County in a manner that our loyal Editor calls
"irresponsible". Remember, Dean Martin was a "car guy", he had
Stella Stevens serves him beverages lvhile they cruised in the Bar-
ris "Sex Wagon", a 1966 Mercury Station Wagon that served as a

nest for the screen legends in the spy movie "The Silencers." You
don't want to miss the East Coast Holiday, you want to be the one

at Stuart Tool passing around gorgeous photos ofyour significant
other and drawing admiring glancesl Enjoy yourself it is later than
you think; June 26 will be here in ein augenblink! Take Care.
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On The Cover

Heath Hurlbert glides over the crest of a hill in his

Speedster during the Gruppe Fall Festival. Shirley
Gobba took this photo "Gottfried"style; that is,

she stood up through the sunroofofher husband's
car and took the shot behind them. Look for pho-
tos and full story of the Fall Festival in the next
AuspuffRoar.

The AuspuffRoar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is published 6 times per year.

Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $20 per year due at the first
ofeach year. Advertising rates per issue

are as follows:
Business card size-$10,
Quarter page-$25, Half page-$50,
Full page-$85.
Please send membership dues or change
of address to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI48461.
Please send materials to be published
or advertising copy to:
Dick Beecher
beech356@chartermi.net. Or mail to:
2487 Misty Lane, Davison,Mi. 48423

248-s88-TOOL

1208 E. MaPle Rd.
Troy, Michigan 48
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EDTTOR'S LETTER

F-e+J

This is the time of year that there usu-
ally are articles in car club newsletters
that lament the passage of the "driving"
season and have detailed instructions on

storing your beloved vehicle. I will re-
peat my highly technical winter storage
instructions Drive into your garage, and
do not cover or clean it. This way you

will be able to look at your car and have
all winter to polish and wax it.
The end ofour "season" doesn't have to
eliminate all possibilities for enjoying
our Porsches. Recently I was involved
in a small project that brought together
four 356 enthusiasts for a few hours on

a Saturday morning. Usually the extent
of our technical involvement with our
Porsches is watching Neil Goldberg
working on some project on Saturday
morning as we sit and drink coffee and
eat bagels. Neil has a description of this
activity that only he can express.

Member Dave Preston became enam-
ored with the Bursch exhaust system on
my car when we were at the Bay Harbor
event this summer and decided to pur-
chase one for his coupe. I suggested that
we get together at my garage to install
the system and exercise the many tools
in my toolbox that were gathering dust.
The system arrived and Dave had it sent
out for gold / jet hot plating. We set a

time to install the exhaust system and
Tom Hudson , Davison local 356 Por-
sche enthusiast and 9l I owner Chris
Wedow joined Dave and I to observe

and assist. Now, it doesn't take four
people to install a Bursch exhaust sys-

tem however we worked very well to-
gether. Dave and Chris installed the
new front bumper guards on the rear
bumper replacing those with exhaust
holes while Tom and I removed the

stock exhaust. Although I had installed
exhaust systems in the past on tlvo oc-
casions it took a while to remember

that it was necessary to remove the
rear engine sheet metal for easy access

to the upper flange bolts. We all
worked together to do the necessary

bending and prying to fit the pipes and
flanges. The project went very
smoothly and only took a couple of
hours with time out for a coffee break
with fresh home made apple Strudel
prepared by wife. " I'm here to serve"
Diane. We had a great time doing the
job with a good sense of accomplish-

ment while spending time with fellow
enthusiasts without even taking the car
out of the garage. Maybe you might
have a project you could tackle this win-
ter. Just call some friends and go to
work.
Just some comments on exhaust sys-

tems. We all have our favorites,the
Sport and Abarth types have a mellow
sound and the Bursch is often somewhat
more aggressive sounding. However all
of these non-stock systems have fewer
individual components to leak and

sometime rattle. We also noted the
Bursch is considerably lighter. There
are lots of choices for your individual
taste.

In this issue Dennis Denyer tells of his
first year experience with his first 356.

John McConnell reports on their trip to
the 2006 West Coast Holiday with pho-

tographs ofthe event. Tom Hudson pro-
vided the Watkins Glen photos to go

rvith my article.
We're not trying to rush the season

however you will see the notice for our
annual 2006 Christmas party. Please

mark your calendars for this great

event. The party will be held again at

The Canterbury Village in Lake Orion
By reports from last year we finally
have a venue that pleases everyone.

Start now to assemble some items for
our annual auction. The auction is the
primary fund raiser to support our
newsletter. Take time to find some great

material for the live and silent auctions.
Bring as many items as you can find ,

we'll sell them all.
See you in the garage and at the Christ-
mas party.
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356
2006 llofidayParfir

Sunday
December Iffh

Z:OOPM to Z:OOPM

Fun people, great food
and

fabulous auctton ltems

Olde World Canterhury Village
23

IO:OOarn
Z:OOpm
3:OO
4:OO

fincludes dinnerand open harJ
Contact Dennir Denyer (E48r39t-3E68) or

Di ck Beech er (8 I 0/65 3-55 I 9), beedr 35 6 @chartetm i .n et

Please bring iterns per family for the auction
Deedline for signing up is December Sth

Auspuff 5 Roar

I

-=-I

{L

Shops open for browsing & buyirtg
larogrann starts ITi.OMIaTLY lhar opensJ
Ltve Auction
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EufretDinner

Relisfi tay, Various Salads
Penme rrriili Meat Sauce
Entees:

Carued Eeef Tenderloin
Chicken Entee
Seafood Entree

Open fur
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First Year in my 356
Triumph &Trauma by Dennis Denyer

My first year in my 356 wasn't really my first year, with
the restoration taking most of the first year, so I'll start 

"vith 
the

first year with the car completed.

Driving my 1964 SC Coupe home from Stuart Tool for
the first time, as a thoroughly restored Porsche was certainly a

thrill. Having observed, as-

sisted, financed and chronicled
the restoration. there was no
concern, whatsoever, about
taking to I-75 for my trip
home. All went very well until
exiting at Joslyn Road when

the heavens opened up in a
downpour not seen since
Noah's time. This was proba-
bly the best time for a drive
through the rain, as I would
not have to concern myself
with this eventuality ever
again. I found out that the
wipers lvorked fine, without
having to turn them on with a

dry windshield.

Meadowbrook and the East Coast Holiday 1998 were
less than two weeks away and my goal was to have the car com-
pleted in time for both. The gentleman who was charged with
selecting the Porsche entries for Meadowbrook (our own Sebas-

tian Gaeta) asked me about displaying my car at Meadowbrook
but our concern was that it wouldn't be ready in time. I realize
that Neil Goldberg is driven
(that's a nice way to put it!)
but perhaps something beyond
our control, or budget, would
delay something. And since
the folks from Meadowbrook
cautioned NOT to invite cars

that were under restoration,
Sebastian & I agreed that it
would be best to invite another

SC Coupe. However, some-

thing even better was offered.
With the help of Richard Hin-
son, I was invited to display
my car in the atrium at the

Chrysler Headquarters for a
couple of weeks to help pro-
mote the Meadowbrook Art
Show to be held at there the Friday of Meadowbrook Weekend.

That was a thrilll Since my Dad was a Chrysler retiree, we al-
ways had a soft spot in our hearts for Chrysler.

On Monday morning, I drove to the Chrysler complex
and met a gentleman who helped my wheel the car up three

floors in an elevator and along a long corridor to my place in the

atrium. All in all, there were around twenty cars of all marques

displayed, including Heath's lovely America Roadster and Rollin
Titsworth's 1969 9l lS. Also on display were a Duesenberg, a

Packard and other high-dollar cars, pretty exclusive company,

don't you think?

Sue and I attended the Art Show and had the opportunity
to meet Tom Gale, at that time head of Design for Chrysler and a

real car buff who also owned a 356 at the time (and still has Neil's
A Coupe Outlaw). He said that he had been admiring my car and

he especially liked the combination of Champaign Yellow & Tan.

Later in the evening, another

Chrysler employee introduced
himself and asked if I would
consider allowing them to have
my car for a day so that they
could do a computer scan of the
color combination. He was

quick to point out that nothing
may come of it but they might do
a concept car in Champaign.
When Sue & I drove the Porsche
home after the show, we were
really on a high from the favor-
able comments we heard.

A couple of rveeks later, after the
ECH festivities, I returned the

car to Auburn Hills and they gave me a new Chrysler 300M to

drive for the day. When I returned that evening, the car was back

down to the main floor, after a visit to the top floor where they

have a room with a glass roof where they can see colors in totally
natural light. Now I am not sure ifthere is any connection, but
take a good look at the 2005 Chrysler Crossfire Roadster in what
Chrysler calls Classic Yellow. It's about as close as one can get to

Porsche's Champaign Yellow.
Unfortunately, they didn't offer
the tan interior trim or I might
have been overcome with the
urge to buy one, Sue would look
good in that yellow roadster,
don't you agree?

Just after Labor Day of '98, we

drove the SC to Watkins Glen,
New York for their Grand Prix
Festival weekend. In all, we

put in over I 100 trouble-free
miles and not so much as a hic-
cup. In the Festival's Con-
cours, we were the highest
placed entry NOT TRAIL-
ERED to the event, taking a

fourth place, overall. We were very pleased, to say the least.

In all, we've put over 10,000 miles on her and

every one of them most enjoyable. She never fails to get admiring
looks and favorable comments. In all, the 356 Experience is one

that I would recommend whole-heartedly!

be.uup
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or over fifty years Watkins Glen has been one of the
countries primary sports car road racing locations. The early races

were held on public roads with a course that ran
through the local roads for approximately 6 miles.
Many of you may have seen films on Speed Channel
ofearly races. For as many years as the races have
been held, this location is usually referred to simply
as "The Glen".
The town of Watkins Glen today, seems as time sort
of stood still. Jefferson Street still looks much the
same as it appears in the early race films Even the
three car dealerships are still located on JefTerson

Street with their big service department doors facing
the "main " street. There is a Walmart however it is
located rvell east of downtown. The buildings all still
have their brick facades with no signs ofnational
marketers. There is an Irish Pub that has not
changed in all the years that I've been going to The Glen

*For as many years 
Rick SPur-

aS the ra6e5 haVe Gobbas and
r r r r ir. . theWriterhavemadetheninehourdrivetoattend
Dggn nelo' tnls lo- the norv annual vintage Fall Festival. Local racers

cation is usUally vic Skirmants, PhilKubik, Dave Burton, Lane

fefeffed tO Simply Mally'and Don Munoz also attend lo compete in

as .rhe Gten.-' iIJ'[1ffijI%'i,:i;:'i:J;:'JiJnl:iif'

A number of Motor Cit-
ies Gruppe members
have been going to The
Glen for years. The De-
nyers, Dunhams,

McLaugh-
lins,
Hudsons,

the western shore of Seneca Lake. Seneca Lake is
one of the Finger Lakes located in central New
York. Seneca Lake is over thirty miles long and

about nine miles wide, very picturesque with many Wineries on

the shores. The Rain-
bow Cove fits well
with the character of
the Fall Festival. It is
not a four star loca-
tion, but like a com-
fortable old shoe. The
main building with
the office and Dining
room was probably
built in the thirties.
Over the years motel
rooms were built on

both sides of the main
building. The Rain-
bow Cove is always
filled to capacity on

Festival weekends so

you make your reser-
vation for the next
year when you check
out. The regulars
make certain that each
year the rooms are

utilized to keep in
good standing with
owner/ host "Jeff'. So,

each year the tradition
(Continued on poge 8)

Auspuff 7 Roar

3a The Glen"
By Dick Beecher

-,-Z

)
t

1LL
J#

!

I

]

!': -

;

J

'/ 7,/
Jt/
7,!' t

t
t

,1

*?
+= .1tl:

a

I
1

F
'a.;'

{

4

G



(Continuedfrom page 7)

continues with the group
having meals in the dining
room and many nights en-
joying the roaring bonfire
built by Jeffon the shore of
the lake. Often there are

sunny afternoons with wine
and cheese while sitting on

the dock. The weekend is

not all about the cars as the
group usually takes many
side trips to numerous loca-
tions in the area. I can as-

sure you that Lanita Dun-
ham can advise you where
there is the best shopping.
The Festival is a full week-
end of events celebrating
the sports car and the rac-
ing heritage. The racing
activity starts with practice and qualifying starting on Thursday.
Vic and Barbara Skirmants actually arrive on Wednesday to set up

their impressive new race trans-
port complete lvith luxury mo-
tor home to carry the f,rve race
cais affiliated with the 356 En-
terprise group. On Friday the
town is generally shut down for
all but Festival participants.
You can make your reservations
well ahead of the weekend to
take part in one of the tours that
start from one of the local win-
eries. The tours wind through
the great and picturesque roads

and end with the advantage of
being able to park on Jefferson
Street for the day. You also
have to apply well in advance to
take part in the Concours held
in a prime location on the main
street. Again, well worth the
minimal expense and effort to get a great place to park and talk to
many fellow enthusiasts if you have a car that you would like to
show.
Around 3 Pm
the race cars
participating
in the origi-
nal course
reenactment

roar into
town with a

police escort.

Three blocks
are filled tlvo
abreast with
race cars

which are parked for re-
view prior to the running
of the reenactment. The
huge crowd circulates
among the cars with an

opportunity to talk with
the owners. I'm certain
many of the exotic car
owners are enthralled
with stories of past own-
ership of Cad-Allards
which were bought for
$200 and raced in the
fifties. After about an

hour the announcer says

that exciting phrase
"Start your Engines".
Any red blooded car guy
then feels that tingling in
the pit of your stomach
from that defining roar

when the flag is dropped and the cars start from the middle of
Jefferson Street, the site ifthe original start/finish line to go up

the hill past the Seneca Lodge
and continue on the original
road course You can drive the
original course as it is on pub-
lic roads currently used. Driv-
ing the old course makes you

have an appreciation for the
skill and maybe daring of
those early racers who ran
with drum brakes across a

narrow stone bridge and down
a steep hill with a ninety de-

gree turn in front ofa brick
building protected by some

hay bales The cars then turn
and roar up Jefferson Street
between the main street build-
ings past the start/finish line.
Although this is a reenact-
ment, the cars are allowed to

go at considerable speed which adds to the excitement. After the

event the cars are escorted back to the track. To carry on the
"tradition" the group usually has Fish and Chips at a family res-

'xit* 7F 
lH?::
Jefferson
Street.
Some have
dinner at

the historic
Seneca

Lodge.
On Satur-
day the
group either
tours the

FFEE
eF'
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country side or go

out to the Watkins
Glen Racetrack
south of town. The
over four mile track
replaced the coun-
try road course
many years ago and
is now a very estab-

lished racing facil-
ity. The Paddock is
filled with elabo-
rate race car rigs
most owned by
amateur racers as

their hobby. Where
did I go wrong?
This year I had the
opportunity to ride
to The Glen with
Dennis Denyer and
Phil Kubik who
were good to offer
me a ride as a tem-
porary medical
situation made me
reluctant to drive
there by myself.
Dennis was going
"stag" as Sue's
work commitment didn't allow her time to attend this year. Phil
provided the transportation, what a great ride for me.. Super driver
Dennis piloted all the way and I rode in luxury in the spacious
back seat of a Jaguar Vanden Plas. The only requirement was that
I provide snappy patter for entertainment. This year we spent addi-
tional time at the track as Phil needed to arrive early for practice
and qualifing sessions. This added time provided the opportunity
to carry on some official duties in the 356 Enterprise Organization
as Director of Fuel Procurement for Dennis and Director of Race

Car Appearance Maintenance for the writer. We had a great time
being part of the action. We drove to various locations around the
track to watch the races. As always, Barbara runs the entire opera-
tion with great efficiency timing and recording as well as prepar-

ing great meals and after race refreshments. Also assisting were

Diane Burton, Marilyn Mally and friends from England Anita and

Bill.
Also at the track were Lucy and Vic Rivera and guests with their

car trailer set up at a great vantage point in the Paddock. Gruppe
President Michael Heilmann joined the gang at the track and in
town for the weekend festivities.
It was back to the track on Sunday morning to watch the one hour
enduro. A11 of the local racers did well over the weekend with Vic
taking a first place in the final Sunday race.

Sunday had us heading home in the afternoon with Super Driver
Dennis at the wheel lvith great memories of a great weekend at

The Glen.
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"Pre A" (Late),
BT5

$116.10

8T6,356C
-07 $116.10

EIE
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LIGHT
reproduction

Light with
as original.
Also used for

'!
sooq]

light on
and some

Flts 356 AT2,

COMING
356 T6.

143 $42.19

MARTINI RACING
JACKET

$12s.00
For Available Sizes*

RACING CAP
size fits all.

IMPORTED Available November 2006
WAP-080-050 -1 7 (white)
WAP-O8A-052-17 (blue)

not shown
$25.00

Porsche Since 1

MentorAve. - Wil
$oo) 342-1414 I (4401

www.stodd

Classifieds
The Anna & Ludwig Hogh Memorial
Scholarship Fund at Albion College

FOR SALE: large selection of NOS and used 356 parts from
1953 to 1965. Shocks, gaskets, engine parts, exhaust, cables, gas

tanks. interior, instruments etc. Also a few early 9lll912 parts.

Bill Hallandal 7200 Power rd. Bellaire, MI 49615 231-317-9310

FOR SALE: 1986 Porsche 911 WPA0B09I7GSI22492
Gran Prix White/ Blue full leather. Power seats,windorvs,locks,
sunroof. Aoutomatic heat, Monterey AM/FM Cassette. Cruise
control,full console,Nardi steering wheel and shift knob. A/C,
lowered, white 16"x 7" and 16" x 8" white forged wheels. Sport
shocks, short shift kit ans SSI's. "Ruf' front air dam, eauropean
headlights. Fully maintained in excellent condition, 2nd owner
since 1991. $23,900

BillHallandalT200 Power rd. Bellaire. MI 49615 231-3'77-9310

For Sale: 197 I Porsche 9l lT Has metal flared Turbo look fend-
ers. RS type Duck tail spoiler. Engine runs well but needs over-
haul. Body OK from distance but needs work. Interior fair. Good
project car. $6000.00 Bud Wenning 810-765-5728

In memory of Gottfried, the Motor Cities Gruppe has

donated $l,000 to the Anna & Ludwig Hogh Memorial
Scholarship Fund at Albion College (Gottfried's parents).

Ifyou desire to personally contribute, make out your check to
"Albion College", noting the above Scholarship Fund and send to
Gottfried's sister, Mrs. Inge Baumgartner,
4l I Darrow Street, Albion, Michigan 49224.

M ICHAEL G. H EI LMAN N P.C.
ATToRNEY AT Lnw
284I t NORTHWESTERN HIGH\^/AY. SUITE 93O
SourHFrELD, MrcHrcAN 44034
PHoNE: 24A.356.AaAA
FAx: 248.944.981 t
EMAIL: HEILMANN@MIcHIGANPI LAWYER.coM

"DoN'T GET HURT TwrcE"'"
LICENSEo,N M,cHIGAN. FLoRIDA ANo CoLORADO
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Dings in Your Doors? Chips in Your Point?

Scrotches on Your Wheels?
We Con Help !

We mod e arrangements with individuols who con heol these ond mony

other signs thot your cor is a f ew months or yeors owoy from the
deoler's showroom.

Coll Munk's Motors for detqils

(248) 681-8081
Or emoil us - service@munks.com

Michigon's #1 Roted Bosch Service Center

MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE
2006 CALENDAR

November llth 356MCG Bd Mtg

December 9 355MCC Bd Mtg - Logans

lOth 356 Christmas Party @
Canterbury Village
Note Date Change!

June 26 -July 1 *2OO7r'

East Coast Holiday
Boyne Highlands,
Harbor Springs,

Michigan

Auspuff 11 Roar

Breothe Life Bock into
Your Car

356 REGISTRY
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CONTINENTAL DIVIDE

Iryou love roller coasters and driving 356's, you
would have loved the West Coast Holiday, 2006. Or-
ganized by the Rocky Mountain 356 Porsche Club, the
event featured seven days ofheart-stopping drives, fun
events, and delicious food. As with each of their previ-
ous Holidays, the events were very well planned and
led by the core group of Miles and Karen Christensen,
Gary and Sharon Moschetti, Rich and Paulette Hag-
gan, Ron and Marcia Maeda, and Phil Carney. They
are to be congratulated for hosting a terrific event.
On Monday, September 4'h, Carole and I met Event
Chair Miles Christensen and his wife, Karen, on I-70 at
the Buffalo Overlook, a beautiful vista that begins a

flatlander's magic trip into the Rockies. Up through the
Eisenhower Tunnel (10,000 ft), down through the Sum-
mit County ski area, and then up again over Vail Pass
(10,666 ft), we pulled into the Snowmass ski area with-
out so much as a hiccup from the old Greyghost.
The next day started with a drive up the CrystalRiver
canyon to the top of McClure Pass (8755 ft) for a photo
op of 356s in the high country. Half way back down, we
stopped at the Redstone Inn for lunch. Built at the turn
of the century (the one before last) by the ffih richest
man in America, John C. Osgood, to house his bachelor
miners (the castle up the hill was for he and his succes-
sion of wives), the Inn was converted in 1925 as a resort
hotel.
Wednesday, it was time to shine those 356s for the Con-
cours. In addition to the normal People's Choice display,

Seven Days: 81,962 Feet of Passes

By John McConnell
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a white-glove, it-better-be-original-and-really-clean mph, we were passed by a red Speedster going so

judging was held. Three
beautiful cars entered
(which tells you that
356'ers would rather
drive than polish), and

after careful appraisal,
the judging team led by
PCA Parade Concour
winner, Tom Scott,
awarded l't place to the
beautiful, black Speed-
ster of Mel Shapiro.
Time to fire'em up.
Thursday was the day to
see if those main jets I
carefully changed back
in Michigan were really
correct. Blasting out of
Aspen at mid-morning,
four of us had a clear run
all the way to the top of
Independence Pass (12,095
ft). About halfway, Carole
said in a reasonably calm
voice, "Remember, John,
on my side it's a long way
down."
Down offIndependence
we flew, up over Fremont
Pass (1 1318 ft), and back
down into the Summit
County bowl. Following the Blue River north, we
crossed the Colorado
River and found ourselves
in Kremmling City Park for
a real up-country bar-b-
que. I believe much of the
townsfolk turned out to
welcome us including one
little five year old, who
was delighted to finally
find a Porsche with num-
bers on it. It's good to get

these kids excited young!
Leaving Kremmling, bound
for Steamboat Springs
along the Muddy River, we
drove past one of Colorado's most beautiful reservoirs.
On the top of Rabbit Ears Pass (9426 ft), doing about 75

(Ok, you're going to find out anyway. My friend,
Helen Huitt, and I had
the slowest time. And
Carole and I weren't
much better. They said it
was defuritely the
driver.)
Each day throughout the
event there were tech
sessions on items of
great importance to the
faithful. Zenith float lev-
els, generator bearings,
regulator adjustment,
hardware plating, 356

electrics, carb balancing,
and steering wheel adjustment captured the attention of
those who like grease under their fingernails. For the

1

quickly I couldn't read his
plate. (Not that I was go-
ing to turn him in, of
course.)
Pulling back the curtain at
the Sheraton the next
morning, we were met by
the first rain of the Holi-
day. Well, really just a

druzle. Certainly not
enough moisture to stop
the Funkhana. Have you
ever driven your 356
blindfolded? And backed
it into a cone lined ga-

rage? Tried to drive
around a cone while your
navigator tries to keep
the rope attached to the
cone from hitting the
ground or pulling over
the pylon? Luckily the
blindfold was offby this
time. Next through the
slalom forward, jump
out, run around the car
(both of you), back in
the car, reverse through
the slalom, once again
forward through the py-
lons to the finish line.

t
f,a
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more refined set,

there was a
shopping trip to
Aspen followed
by Sushi dinner
and a ladies tea
at the Sheraton.
There was even
time on Friday

Porsches to
Denver. After
dinner,I invited
everyone to
Boyne High-
lands for ECH
2007.
If you've been

adding the pass

for the usual Colorado fun and games, golf, river tub- heights as this story progressed, you know I'm about
ing, flshing, horse back riding or four
wheel drive tours.
Cars cleaned once again, on Saturday
we drove downtown to surround the
Courthouse with 356's. Well advertised r
in "Steamboat Today," many tourists
and townspeople came out to see the
show, remembering when they or their
neighbor had a Porsche'Just like that."
That night we rode the gondola up Mt.
Werner for the Awards Dinner. As
night fell, the view overlooking Steam-
boat Springs was magfficent. My re-
ward was sitting between Jean and
Scotty Knox, who in 1952 bought their
first 356 offthe first car hauler bringing

20,000 feet short. Ah, but we still had to
get back to Denver. Our Sunday drive
took us back over Rabbit Ears (9426),
along the Michigan River!!, over Cam-

?eron Pass (10276 ft), down through the
canyon of the Cache La Poudre river into
Fort Collins. 81,962 feet of passes in a
week. Not too bad for a forty-three year
old car.
The WCH 2006 was a wonderful event,
and now Carole and I are even more ex-
cited about hosting everyone here in
Michigan l-r;,2007 . Let's all get ready for
more fun at our East Coast Holiday in
2001.
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Karmann Hardtop Info Needed

I have volunteered to write an article about the Karmann Hardtop (notchback) for the Registry magazine. Although I have some ideas

and references, I need your help to:
L Recommend any books, articles, etc. for reference about the KH. I would specifically like to know if anyone has any insight as to the
thinking behind the creation of the KH, other than the obvious reason that Porsche thought that it could sell the cars and make money.
2. Offer any insight or references for Hardtop to Cab conversions. Has anyone out there done it and has a story to tell? If so, please let
me know the details.
3. Gather information on the surviving cars. If you have a KH or know some one who does, please send me the following info:
a. Orvner's name. b. Contact info. c. Location of car. d. Year of car - 6l (T5) or 62 (T6) e. SN of car. f. Type of engine. g. SN of en-

gine. h. Condition of car - rust bucket, restoration in progress, driver, nice driver, show car. i. Sunroof? j. Color of interior and exte-
rior. k. Special accessories. L Photos if possible. m. A one or two sentence statement about why the owner chose the KH. n. A one or
two sentence statement about what the owner likes or dislikes about the KH (quirks of the car). Thanks for your help. Please bear with
the spam blocker.

Mark Roth 281 -21 7 -9595 mroth 356@earthl ink.net

2OO7 hst Coast Holida

lune 26 - lulr l,2OO7
Hartor fiping, Mc*igan

Five fun-filled days of reliving those first Porsche years.
Visit histuric Mackinac lsland. where only horses prrvide the
horsepower, and the Leelanau Wine Peninsula wtrere
wineries, quaint villa;tres and sand dunes ahnund.
Wondetful and scenic driving roads,
Run in the Hill Climb - re-live the days when 35Es
dominated sports car competition.
Grah your navigator for a Gymkhana fun run

* I

rag,
f,ir'Fhrf.l,

All registranE will reside at the exclusive Boyne Highlands resort hotel, with secured parking in a picturesque valley
setting, with benches located round the perimeler. And unbelievable driving roads for all. Bovne Highlands is 15 minutes
from tine dining and boutique shopt:ing wilh a free, dedicated shuttle to/from Harhor Springs & Petoskey The concours
will he held on an expansive laivn of the Lodge. Special35E Holiday lodging rates for those arnving early or deFading
later. There are g0Eeous sunseb from the sandy beaches 0f Lake Michigan

Find out tttote in your (utent irsue
of the 156 Regirtry magazine or at

]r/;r/n r Ensf C oas tH o li & y. r o rfi
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MOTOR CITIES CRUPPE

2487 Misty Lane,
Davison, Mi.48423
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2006

SebaStian Gaeta Complementary2OlO

4070 BroolcYiew Court

Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
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