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Ott rHE Goven
Photo by Mary Preston.
At Meadow Brook Hall, Rochester Hills, Michigan on Drive Your Porsche Day
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CLUB BUSINESS
The Board met on September

20m to discuss club business and we

all came to the conclusion that we

are in fine shape. Barb Skirmants

secured a certificate of deposit for
the club in the amount of $20,000
to be invested for 7 months. The
7-month rate was better than the

6-month r^te 
^nd 

the 12-month rate

didn't iustify tyrng up the money
for an additional5 months. We will
keep you apprised of all of our fiscal

activities as they happen, but if you

have any questions at all, please talk
to youf nearest Board member.

We discussed and made plans

for the Fall Tour and Holiday Party,

as well as discussing possible ways

to choose charitable organizations

in order to make contributions in
the name of the club. \We decided to
let club members decide whom to
donate to by writing in suggestions

on the Trustees ballot (inserted in
this issue). If you have a particular
chariry you are fond of, please write
it in before you mail in the ballot.

We will announce the charities and

donation amounts at the Holiday
Party.

Speaking of the Holiday Pzrty,

this year's party is on December

7'h (see the flyer for more details

in this issue). The Board has voted
to subsidize the cost of this year's

party. You may recall that last year

the cost was $45.00 per person.

That will be reduced to $30.00 per

person this year. The Club will be

subsidizing about $15.00 per person.

This carries on with our theme of
"giving back to our members", as we

did at this year's picnic, which was

free to our membership!

THE OLDEST SURVIVING
PORSCHE??

In 1995, I invited Chuck and

Cynthia Stoddard to display their
Gmrind coupe at the "Eyes on
Design" Concours when Porsche

u/as the featured designer. \X/hen

Chuck sent me the bio on the car

he wrote that it was serial number
6, the "oldest surviving Porsche".

"Sure thing" I thought as I read

the bio, "next to 356-001" which
was in the Porsche museum and

still very much in existence. At
the show I quizzed him about this

and he told me that 356-001 was

actually a V\X/ prototlpe before they

put the flame "Porsche" on it. The

next day I scanned my first edition
"Excellence Was Expected" and

found no mention of number 001

being a V!7 prototype. Fast-forward
to 2003 and the three-volume 2'd

edition "Excellence" by Ludvigsen

and the question gets answered, sort
of. In the 2"d edition, Ludvigsen

states that Ferry Porsche conceived

the car flot as a "Porsche", but as a

"V\7 Two-Seater Sports Car" and

would use the czr as "a calling card

to help open the door to a renewed

relationship with the revived

Volkswagen" which had nearly seen

its demise at the end of \XAX{II. The
original drawings of Type 356-001

referred to it as a Vr0(

The excitement over the

development of this sports car

led the Porsche firm in Gmtind to
decide to build a car of their own,
and as Ludvigsen states "Thus they

decided to name this V1$7 prototlpe
'Porsche'to help publicize their new

direction" The car was presented

to the public as a "Pofsche" in
1948. So while this particular car

was being designed one u/ay, their
"production" vefsion was conceived

in a totally different manner. More
on that later.
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The chassis for 356-001 was a

tubular space frame elegandy welded

to provide excellent rigidity. The
engine was a V\7 unit mounted
mid-ship, and the Porsche engineers

were unmatched at their ability to
get higher performance out of the

humble powerplant. VNf parts were

used throughout the car mosdy out
of familiarity with the product, but
Ferry liked that they had been tested

for more than a million kilometers.

As Ferry stated, "If it held up in
a Kribelwagen it'll certainly hold
up in the sports carl" Robert von
Eberhorst, who had worked on
the pre-war Auto Unions. once

rode as a passenger while Ferry
Porsche drove the car. He shook his

head in disbelief and said, "That's

really something. And all that from
Volkswagen parts!"

Before the roadster was

completed Porsche engineers had

begun work on their "production"
version of the caf, known as Tlpe
356/2. To make a realistic successful

attempt at production, the car could
not be designed as 356-001 was.

This new version was completely
different from 001 in frame type,

body style and, most noticeably, the

position of the engine. The chassis

was now a boxed frame monocoque
that would be much easier to
manufacture in the old sawmill. The
body style was also conducive to
their production techniques, namely

pounding aluminum over wooden
bucks to form the body that would

then be fastened to the boxed

chassis. The rear engine design now
allowed for more luggage space and

fot rear passengers, at least in the

future.

So there you have it. 356-001

roadster was conceived a V\fl, but
born a Porsche. 356/z,including
serial number 6, was conceived and

born a Porsche. So who is correct
here? Sfell, technically both Mr.
Stoddard and the factory are correct.

Chuck owns the oldest surviving car

to bear the Porsche name from its
very beginning, and the factory owns

the oldest caf that bore the name

Porsche at its public introduction.
I'm calling it a two-way tie!

Dnae Yoar Porsche Da1

John & Carroll Thomson - At home in
Scio Township, Michigan

Vic Rivera Family: Cranbrook Academy -
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

Ohio Tub Fanantics Corn
Roast: Tallmadge, Ohio

AUSPUFF 4 ROAR

EI
tr''l ,';lr

*4--4
t


