
r

I
/

ir, ,

I

r

7

',

71

7

x
F

-\
I\-

I u \JEI

R

\,

Awr

,r

PT

7

\

1
..d

.\



2

President
David Preston

dmpreston2@comcast. net

Tireasurer
Barbara Skirmants

skirmantsphughes.net

Secretary
Lanita Dunham
lanitajd@aol.com

Membership
Barbara Skirmants
skirmants6hughes.net

Boatd Of Directots
Lanita Dunham
Sebastian Gaeta

David Peterson

David Preston

Barbara Skirmants

AuspuffEditor
Sebastian Gaeta

spg3 566tsbcglobal.net

Website
Tom Hudson

Contributing Editors

Phil Planck
planckpw@charter.net
Perpetual Home-Brewed
Restoration

Tom Thte
Thomas.Tite@opco.com
4 Speeds and Drum Brakes

Roy Lock
rplock53@yahoo.comv

California Connection

Legal Counsel
Christopher J. Preston

356 Motor Cities
Gruppe Hall of Fame

Ron Roland . Fred Sheill

Tom & MelodyYouk
Gottfried Hogh . Neil Goldberg

Barbara Skirmants
Vic Skirmants

David Peterson .Ted Dunham

DickZarbo's 3568 at the

Gruppe 2011 Picnic

Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities

Gruppe and is published 6 times
per year. Membership dues for the

Motor Cities Gruppe is $25 per
year due at the first of each year.

Advertising rates per issue are

as follows:
Business Card size: $10

Quarter page: $25
Half Page: $50
Full page: $85

Pleases send

membership dues to:
Barbara Skirmants

3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI 48461

Please send materials to be
published or advertising

copy to:

Sebastian Gaeta

spg356@sbcglobal.net
Or mail to:

Sebastian Gaeta
4070 Brookview Ct

Ann Arbor, MI48108

On The Cover

AusouffRoar 20ll

356 Mechanic
Winter Storage available for your 356

35 year Registry member
Part Time 356 Work

Bill Demeter
3r.3-331- 4tt4

;
:

.,

I
,1

,"q

(D 

--T



'/ n" annual Summer Picnic was held on SundayAugust 7th(- at the Skirmants beautiful home in North Branch. A special
note about the picnic is that a Hall of Fame presentation
was made to Neil Goldberg. Neil is very specialto all of
us so, please make sure that you congratulate him on this
outstanding acheivement. Look for a story about the picnic in
the year end issue of the Auspuff Roar.

It's not too early to begin recruiting candidates for the
elections for the 2012 MCG Board of Trustees. There are
three incumbents' seats that will expire; Lanita Dunham,
Sebastian Gaeta and Dave Peterson. Barbara Skirmants and
I have one more year left on our terms through 2012. Several
people approached me toward the end of last year and
asked how they can run for a seat, and expressed concern
about challenging an incumbent. All of the Board members
encourage anyone interested to please run, regardless of
who you think you may be competing against. More choices

ENTRANT CAR MILES DRIVEN 2O1O

are good and new blood is great. So please consider serving
and run! Just please let me or any Board member know of
your interest.

Our Fall Color Tour has also come and gone so look for
coverage of that event in the year end issue as well, and see
page 4 for the Holiday party event announcement.

The Board has had a lot of discussion lately about new and
exciting events that we could plan to bring members together.
A good example is the Chili Cook-Off party that Barbara
created a few years back that we now have on Valentines
Day weekend each February. I know that before my time
there was a progressive dinner that was held. So, if any of
you have an idea, or want to plan and host something, please
let us know! Our driving contest is heating up as we are now
near the end of the driving season. Check out the standings
below.

That's it for now - see you at the Holiday party on December
4th.

Eu.
Biil &
Biil &
Total

Shirley Hallandal
Shirley Hallandal

Doc & Freda Block

Vic & Barbara Skirmants

Bill Milliken

Phil and Nancy Planck

Harry & Mary Kurrie

Heath & Kathy Hurlbert
Heath & Kathy Hurlbert
Total

John and Michele Jenkins

John & Carole McConnell

Charlie & Joyce Brown lll

Dave & Mary Preston

John and Pam Chatley

Dave & Diane Burton

Dave & Barbara Peterson

Dick & Diane Beecher

John & Carroll Thomson

Ted and lanita Dunham

'57 Speedster 83609 662
'57 Outlaw Coupe 101239 76

738

'61 Roadster 89428
'61 Coupe 116432

'65 C Cab 161564

'65 C Coupe 222184

'63 S90 Cabriolet 157129

'55 Coupe

'64 SC Coupe 215734

'57 T-1 Coupe 58738

63 B Coupe 213045

64 C Coupe 218381

'65 C Cab 161047

'59 Conv D

'61 Roadster88969

59ACab 151063

'64 C Coupe 129947

'61 B Coupe 200605

'58 Coupe 1040'18

TBD
TBD

TBD

TBD

1,061

80

337

695

"5,638

297

667

327

154

658

34

637

0

0

MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE

DR/Y/NG
20//

"We welcome all 356 MCG members to join in this contesi. ln an effort to be fair to
Midwestem contestants who's driving season is 6 months at mosi, the Board of Trustees
has established a rule whereby contestants whi live in 12 month driving states will be
accessed a 50% reduction in their year end net miles.

3AuspuffRoar 20ll



356 Motor Cities Gruppe
20l I Holiday Party

Kings Court Restaurant 2369 Joslyn Ct. Lake Orion, Ml 48360
248-391-1900

lllolor, in the
Holidays with

shopping, frien
un

lease brin

Buffet Dinner
Relish tray, Various Salads
Penne with Meat Sauce
Prime Rib, Seafood, Desserts

Sunday
December 4th

7:00 PM

AUCTION I

several reat items
ly for the

n
(includes dinner)

CASH BAR
Please note that AICG will be

subsidizing $10.00 per person
of the total cost!

S/LE,VI

For reservations, contact
Sue & Dennis Denyer 248-391-3268 or

email ddenyel@gmai nd.com
Mail checks to:

Barbara Skirmants 3359 Kings Mill Rd., North Branch, MI 48461-

Deadline for res ervations is December 1st
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... the sum total of its Parts

is the same as it ever was.

54 years and counting since 1957
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{ very year in early summer, we in SoCal are blessed with a plethora of nice
(.- Porsche race cars appearing out of the wood work. This year is no different,

except that this is the beginning of the perfect storm in California. ln a period of 3
months, we will have four major Porsche events;The Historics week at Monterey, RR
(Rennsport Reunion) lV PRCC (Porsche Race Car Classics), and the 356 Registry's
2012 WCH (West Coast Holiday). We have been anticipating and saving all year for
these events.

Those who have chosen to participate with their cars are now dragging them out and
prepping them for the events, lf one wants to see these cars, you have to have the
"knack" for smelling them out: knowing where to go and have the right connections.
lf you are lucky, you will be treated to sights, sounds and smells like no other in the
world. Can you imagine the sound of a 4 Cam engine running or to smellthe oil
burning? ln the days of old, 4 Cams burned Shell Rotella which was a castor bean
based oil, that is a smell I will never forget.

This week, I was fortunate enough to get a taste of this craziness with three 550
Spyders, either complete or as pieces and shown here are my pictures from that
encounter. On this visit I concentrated on an overall sense of the gathering and 550-
09. I will go back and photograph 550-0077 in detail.

550-09 and 550-0077 together
Both have extensive race histories. Close your eyes and you can imagine what it was
like in the paddocks in mid 50's when these race car where in their prime. Both these
550's will be at the PRCC and on the track at Rennsport Reunion lV. Thanks to Gerry
McCarthy and Michael Hodos for the info on these cars. 550-09 is a prototype racer
produced in 1954.

The foruvard compartment of 550-09. Notice the unique fueltank. This is where the
spare tire was placed. This is a different location than on production 550's.

A view of the cockpit of 550-09. I love the maroon colored Spyder wheel. I believe
this is the standard wheelthat came on Spyders. Wood wheels were an add on by
owners.

Here is the 4 Cam engine to 550-0041. This month, I was lucky to see and touch 5
550's in various stages of preparation. Only in SoCalcan this happen. I was equally
blessed to be able to document two of these historic race cars.
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To the Pittsburgh Grand Prix in our 356 Porsche's but
wishing they really were bath tubs! by Lanita Dunham

T eaving home in Brighton, we meet up with the Dick and

I Shirley Gobba and John and Carol McConnell for a 9 am
I 'start to our trip to Pittsburgh, PA. We were soon on the

toll road and speeding our way across Ohio. The temperature
was heating but we were having fun in our Porsches and getting
plenty of looks from other drivers. (Now I klow those folks
thought, "who would be crazy enough to drive a car without air
conditioning in this heat".) With a couple of stops for gas and
lunch, we were making good time, but discovered our lead car
was spitting oil on the second car. A change ofleaders solved that,
but... the new leader didn't know which way to go when a change
of highway came up, so Dunham's led Gobba's on a longer way
to our destination at Southpoint, PA. The McConnell's got there a

half hour before us, knowing the way, as they have family in pA,
and take that route often. By now we were all very hot and ready
for a shower. We enjoyed a very nice dinner at the hotel lounge (in
air), then the very ambitious Gobba's washed their car of oil, bugs
and grime. (This is an important bit of information, as you will find
out later.) The rest of us watched and told them where they had
missed a spot. Our bugs were left to ferment on our cars. Friday
moming dawned warm and bright, as we gathered for breakfast,
then proceeded to our cars for a leisurely drive to The Frank
Lloyd Wright designed home called "Falling Waters". The drive
took longer than expected, so we drove to the lunch stop by the
Monongahela River first, then on to Falling Waters. As we poured
ourselves out of our cars, we felt the heat even more now. The
guided tour through the home was wonderful, as we all perspired
even more in the uncooled historic home. It's an awesome home
that cost 150k to build, in 1932-35, now, it's priceless. you can
guess how thrilled we were after that to get back into our well
baked Porsche's. A short drive took us to a park, for an hour R & R.
A couple of the group even swam or waded in the cooling river. We
then drove for another hour to the 1794 Century Inn for a plentiful
and tasty meal. As we ate, a storm came up and it rained buckets
fuIl. By the time we left, all thought if was over, but not so. We all
leamed how difficult it is to drive on narrow curving hilly roads in
the rain. As we got closer to our hotel, one of our wipers flew off.

I retrieved it and we drove the last couple miles without it. Again,
we were all in need of showers from being so hot & sweaty for so
long. Saturday was the first day of the Grand prix at Schenley park
in Pittsburgh. A group left early to get to the park before heavy
traffic, but had to wait 1-ll2 hours as it rained, then were flnally
let onto the golfcourse to designated parking areas. Note again,
Gobba's took the time to clean and dry their car, while the rest
watched. The races started and many people watched the historic
car race the 2-ll2 mile course. Some of us found it more pleasant
to stay seated in the host canopy, out of the buming sun. A brats
and ribs lunch was eaten by many hundreds of Porsche owners,
then the race resumed. The 356 group of cars was judged and ---
here it is! Gobba's won l"t place and received a nice trophy. yah for
Gobba's!!!

We had 2 Motor Cities Gruppe drivers in the race, Phil Kubik
and Dave Burton. They seemed to be racing hard even in the
extreme heat. Evening found us all back at the hotel, and gathered
for a parking lot picnic, arranged by our host Jolene Cicci ofthe
Allegheny Region 358 Burgh and the Registry. She had ordered a
delicious cake with a Porsche crest on top in red, yellow and black,
wow! She's a real hustler! And thinking they might consider doing
a future Holiday event.

As Sunday progressed, the six ofus, and Bob Count decided it
was too hot to go to the track again, but would suffer the long hot
ride back to Michigan. It was uneventful and all were glad to be
home in air conditioned homes. Ted contacted Phil, to find out the
results of their racing. Dave, got a 1,tin group 4, phil started l8,h
in group 3 of 32 cars and ended up in 10,h. Not bad for a fellow of
his years in the awful heat. Both are hard chargers in the race game
and we're very proud of them. One bad note was that on the drive
home, Phil's truck got sideswiped, which didn't make him happy.
We're glad he's home and okay. And that's the saga of a hot time
with 356's in Pittsburgh.

(Honey, don't forget to buy more deodorant!)

AuspuffRoar 20ll 7

i.
rd
f

Qdt

,



4th Holiday Party Canterbury Village. See page 4 for
event announcement.

Itiid-February
3rd annual Gruppe Chili Cook Off. Look for info in

upcoming announcements.

Nnz
Gruppe Tour Date TBD. Look for info in
upcoming announcements.

Jume Z@nD
Mid-Ohio Vintage Grand Prix. Look for info on the
annual caravan in upcoming announcements.

julylAuguffi 2@[2
Gruppe Annual Picnic, date TBD. Look for info in
upcoming announcements.

@ffiohcn2oDD
Annual Fall Golor Tour. Look for info on the annual
Fall Tour in upcoming announcements.

*7
NEW LOCATION
1208 E. MA?LE ROAD

rRoY, Mr 48083 '6omo of Gilson Molo.Spo.ls 3!ppliers:
Fabspeed Moto.spo(s - !xl,8usl Syslems, Air lntakos & ECU
'farelt Enginee.ing - Suspensiot Cofrponents

8rls1ell. H8R Cross - Susr)errsion Sysielrrs, Lcwerirg Sprja€a & Coil
Bawk, ATE, Pagid & Porschso - B,ake Pads & Rolors

ATE Supr 8I!6 &Amber Racing - Brake Fluid

Por*hdo. 3sch, Mann. I\rahle - Pads

r

S!spentior & Brake Upgrrdos - c!Jtom . wlrlel Alignments.

POISCHE@ OgD & CAN software.
P.e-Purcha* :rtgections

FRE€TechlnspectionsforTrack:vents -riIIBrakeFltirWat€rContentTestlDOf.,
PCA Diicornts

Service & Repa
- Aii trtakls - Ixhaast Systems

ir Facility
- ECU Tunirq.
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Rennsport Reunion tV
Posters Available!

Our good friend Roy Lock has offered to purchase
Rennsport lV posters for any Gruppe member
that cannot attend this year's event. $25 includes
shipping.

I assured Roy that he will not be put under any undue
pressure and that I would handle the distribution for
him. Therefore, all funds must be collected before
the event. I will collect your checks and send them to
Roy so he knows how many to buy. He willthen ship
to me in one tube, and I will distribute them at Neil's
356 Restorations.

spg356@sbcglobal. net

Sebastian Gaeta

AuspuffRoar 20ll

nil@G@r Gflffim Gruppe GCmCer d H7cffis 2@l A I nz

!amomry

OPEN

OPEN

Februa4T

7-- ,ffi! ;qIx@

f*tU phqEl sffiAdl

4s35 DELEMERE BVLD. I shop.248.549.4016 I ww crlsonMolorsoons com

ROYALOAI(,Ur+eOZ: I Fax.248.54g.4022 | 
hSUllOtr?qilsonmotorsponsrom

Please contact me via email at:
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Bolt-on Torque

e

BE
E3: Eg

E

. 10 Min.lnstallation

. Made in USA

. Bolts lnside
K&N Filters

solstacks@comcast.net
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NTERPRISES
Complete Performance

Parts & Prep
45 Years Racinq Exoerience

We stock for lmmbdiafe Delivery

NEW and IN STOCK!
4-G Tall 4th Gear allows a 600 rpm drop @

80 mph to 3600 rpm. Now you can really

cruise cross country!

Call or email for details abaut all
of our parts and our services.

Phone 810€8&2059
Vic @ 356enterprises.com

&359 Kinos MillRoad
(E North Branch, Mt4g461 E

b

//

Wc & Bahdra
Skirnants' 356

www.356 Enterprises.com

Con Y0U?
Bring in your car
for a free brake inspection.

lf the Cor Aheqd Stops,

Mobil

One special, discount, orfreebie

per order per visit. Call for details.

E;;il
Service
L9.l

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)

Waterford, Michigan

service@munks.com

248.681.8081

AuspuffRoar 20ll
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By Phil Planck

Last time we talked about a way to add a third, higher brake light to your 356.

lf you follow the Registry forum or see the Registry magazine ads, you know
there are numerous solutions available besides making/modifying your own.

The next step is to get all of your brake lights to go on as soon as you touch
the brake pedal. lf you have the stock brake light switch mounted to the front of
your master cylinder, you are at the mercy of the condition of the switch contacts
and the amount of pedal pressure it takes to pass current through that switch.
My experience with these over the years has not been good. Back when I was
working and had access to a good lab, I had a number of brand new hydraulic
brake switches tested and there was quite a range of pressure required to activate
them. lf you look at any new vehicle, my bet is that it does not have a hydraulic
brake switch, but rather a mechanical switch. When I did my first conversion on

my 55 coupe, a friend gave me a switch from a GM vehicle so that is what I used;

I recently a made the conversion for Foam Car and used the same type of switch.

This article will show you how to do this using the generic GM switch (Carquest
part no. SLS66), but I am sure you can adapt many others if you prefer. The GM

switch is normally closed, and is closed by the movement of the brake pedal.

So, when the brake pedal is released, the switch is open. lt is adjustable, so you

can get it very close to a convenient spot on the brake pedal system. This allows
you to "dial in" how sensitive you want the switch to be to pedal movement.

So let's get started. What you will need for this project is a small piece of 20 gauge

sheet metal that the template in image 1 will cover. Next you will need 3 drill bits
to drill the 3 holes indicated on the template. I used a small drill press after center
punching the center of the circles, but a hand drill will work if you can clamp the metal
down on a small piece of plywood or 2x4. You will need a 10 x 1.5 metric die and

thread cutting oil to extend the threads about 1.5 inches on your brake pedal rod,

and a 112 NF 20 tap to thread the sheet metal hole for the mechanical switch. You

will need two 10 x 1 .5 lock nuts or regular nuts if you can't find lock nuts. Of course
you hopefully already have the tin snips to cut out the two pieces of sheet metal.
You will also need a bench vise long enough to hold a 13116 deep socket along
with said socket. Last, access to a welder to make two short welds on the bracket
you will be making. You will need to remove the rod from the pedal that goes into
the master cylinder. To do this, as I recall, remove the cotter pin and washer that
holds the rod adjustment device to the brake pedal pin and pull the rod off of the
pin and then out of the master cylinder. Either note exactly where it is adjusted (if
the adjustment is already correct), or don't worry about it and readjust the rod when
you reassemble. Now loosen the lock nut and remove the adjustment device and

lock nut. Take the rod and clamp the master cylinder end in your vise. Run the 10 x
1.5 die onto the threads until you reach the unthreaded portion. Apply some cutting
oil and slowly start cutting the new threads. Do it just like with a tap; that is go a
half turn or so, then back off. Repeat until you have added about 1.5 more inches
of thread on the shaft. Your die should be about in the position shown in lmage 2.

Now you can remove the die, clean up the threads and set the rod aside. Next I

would suggest drilling the three holes in the sheet metal before cutting them out
of the template. I find it easier to work with and clamp a larger piece of metal.
After the three holes are drilled, cut out the two piece along the scribed lines
made from the template. The small piece will be the actuating tab for the switch.
All you have to do to finish this up is to sort of round off the corners and clean up
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"When I did my first
conversion on mv 55
coupe, a friend d*.
me a switch from a
GM vehicle so that

is what I used; I
recently a made the

conversion for Foam
Car and used the

same type of switch"

any sharp edges. Next you can make the bracket to mount the switch on. Put the
larger piece of trimmed sheet metal in your vice and bend in to a right angle along
the dotted line. Now, remove the partially formed bracket and get out your 13/16
deep socket. Put the socket centered over the base hole (small end of bracket),
open up the vice and clamp the socket against the bracket as shown in lmage 3.

Now with a small hammer form the "flanges" near the base of the bracket around
the socket. lt should now look like bracket in lmage 4. Now you can remove the
bracket from the vise (put the socket back where you got it, like I tell my grand
kids) and weld the formed flange to the base of the bracket. Then run your 112
NF 20 tap through the 7117 hole at the top of the bracket. This will put a crude
thread in the tab which is helpful for adjustment, but not necessary. you could
just put a 112 inch hole in the tab and use the Pal nuts that come with the switch
for adjustment. Your finished bracket (except for paint) should look like lmage 5.

After painting the actuating tab and bracket you are ready to install these parts on
your 356. I did this project with the pedal assembly removed from the car, but this is
not necessary. You will need to remove the forward nut holding the pedal assembly
to the floor pan. There are three nuts, two at the back and one (the forward one) in
the middle of the pedal base. Remove that nut and any washers from that fonvard
stud, clean the crud from around where the base of the switch bracket will go and
slide the bracket over the stud. Now reinstall the nut and any washers that came off
with it and tighten it down so that the top of the bracket is perpendicular to the yet
to be installed master cylinder rod. Now grab your modified rod and thread on one
of your new lock nuts or regular 10 x 1.5 nuts and then slide the switch actuating
tab onto the rod and put on the other new nut. Thread these two nuts down to
about 114 inch before the threads stop. Now put on the old lock nut used to "lock
in" the pedal rod adjustment to the m/c and install the adjustmenUpedal attaching
device. lnstall the rod back into the m/c and slide the other end back on to the pedal
pin. lnstall the washer and cotter pin. Now you are ready to adjust or reset the rod
length to where it was. Follow directions in the various manuals on how to do this.

Once you have the proper rod to m/c piston clearance you can now finish the new
switch installation and adjustment. You will need to remove the two wires from the
old master cylinder switch and pull them through the bulkhead. Easier to do if you
can remove the rubber grommet in the bulkhead and then pull the wires through.
You can remove the grommet and seal up the hole with some RTV and put it back in
the bulkhead hole. or, you can leave the grommet on the wires and try to find a new
solid plug to put in the hole. Now, thread the new switch into the hole in the top of the
bracket from the back side of the hole (plunger facing foruvard). Put one of the pal
nuts on the switch before threading it in the bracket. Then put the other Pal nut on
the other side of the bracket and get the switch positioned somewhat like in lmage 6.
Temporarily lock it in place with the Pal nuts. Now get the actuating tab adjusted so it
is centered on the plunger and pushing the plunger in until there is only 1/16 inch of
plunger travel left (per directions that come with switch). I would say that statement
is there so as not to depress the plunger too far. However, to dial in when the brake
lights come on may require the plunger to have more than the 1/16 inch clearance.
Tighten down the lock nuts on the actuating tab. Now plug your brake light wires onto
the new switch contacts. They should reach, but if not, you will have to make some
jumpers to extend them. Make sure the wires are secured so they are not in the way of
moving pedals (clutch, brake, gas). Now you can "dial in" when you brake lights come
on by adjusting the switch and locking it in with the two Pal nuts. I set mine so that
after about ll2inch of pedal travel the brake lights come on. lmage 7 shows how the
completed set up looks, less the wires and rod lock washer as installed in Foam Car.

I should have added that this is for 356 models using this type of brake pedal
and bracket. Pre-As are different, I know, but not sure about A models. I

have done this on my Pre-A but the switch bracket is vasfly different.
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VisitThe Gruppe Online at www.355mcg.com

ln This lssue...

NeilGoldberg
Award-Winning

356 Restoratrbn Specra/lsf
neil@neils356.com

Mobile: 248.321.5501
Office: 248.588.8665

1208 E. Maple Troy, Ml 48083
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