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President's Message

For those of you who could
not attend Barb's BBQ at
Mid-Ohio or our annual picnic, both events were tremendous. Barb's BBQ has
grown over the last three years, even a late aftenoon downpour did not
dampen the spirits of the 98 race fans. Frank and Rita Malik hosted our
annual 356 picnic and roasted a whole pig as the main dish for over 60 faithful
to enjoy. With rain early in the day, and then a sunny afternoon gave us a
rainbow over the 20 plus 356's of various years and colors, including a right
hand drive coupe driven by a couple from South Africa. It is hard to believe
that the summer driving season is behind us.

The outlook for the fall is exciting with our "Color Tour" planned by Phil and
Nancy Planck and scheduled for October 2-3. The drive is to the Auburn-Cord
Museum, dinner and an overnight stay in Auburn, Indiana. If you cannot stay
overnight or drive the complete route, please join us for part of the trip.

Membership dues are coming in at a slow, but steady pace, and we now have
95 paid members. I am planning to issue a membership card so you will be an
official "card-carrying" member of the 356 MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE.
Another project I have been heading up is a car badge with the GRUPPE logo.
I need help on the final art work, so if anyone knows of a talented volunteer,
please contact me at (313) 561-8186.

Heath Hurbert’s American Roadster
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This newsletter is published by 356 Motor Cities
Gruppe, an organization dedicated to the
preservation of the 356 automobile. The opinions
expressed herein are those of the authors and not
necessarily those of 356 Motor Cities Gruppe.
Submissions to the newsletter are welcomed and
will be considered for publication by the editors.
We especially appreciate submission by PC disk in
either TEXT or WordPerfect 5.1 format.
Advertising is welcomed from commercial sources
as well as members. Subscriptions are available for
$10.00 yearly. Please send your name, address and
phone number to: 356 Motor Cities Gruppe

469 Fort Dearborn St.

Dearborn, MI 48124

Speaking of asking for help - my plea
for a newsletter editor has been
answered and that person is Bob
Peterson. He volunteered to take over
and this issue is his first. A big round
of applause is due and a special thanks
from myself and my wife Bonnie.

A special thanks is also due to all who
donated parts for the SMR/PCA
Porsche swap meet at Fred Lavery's
this Spring. All the parts not sold were
taken to the Ski-Round Top swap meet
at Mechanicsburg by Jack Chamberlin,
Ted Dunham and Loren Shook. A total
of $224 was raised for the newsletter
booster fund. Another $75 was added
to the booster fund bucket at the annual
picnic.

One last thought on an event that is
missing from the calendar - the East
Coast Holiday - no group stepped
forward to host the annual gathering.
The last holiday in this area was in
1988 and chaired by Ron Roland,
which led to the Gruppe remaining
active. Now a holiday requires a lot of
work, but is enjoyable if planned and
supported by a Gruppe of faithful-
ANYONE INTERESTED?

Hope to see you all on the Fall Color
Tour. Sincerely, Fred Shedtl

Booster Fund Donations

Dave and Patricia Decker
John and Carol Thomson

«“PASS THE HAT”
$75°° AT PICNIC
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Host Frank Malik Carving the Main Dish - Wonderfully Delicious!

.

What a Setting! Cars and Pond.

Side Dishes Galore.

OUR THANKS TO RITA
AND FRANK MALIK.
THEY THOUGHT OF

EVERYTHING - ROAST

PIG, SOFTDRINKS,
TENT AND PARKING.

More of the Same.
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Mid-Ohio Fun

While Vic Skirmants was out roaring around the
beautiful Mid-Ohio track in 90 degree heat, Motor
Cities Gruppe members enjoyed the sun and racing on
the grassy hills of the back straight. Once again. we
had traveled to Mid-Ohio to watch the vintage auto
race and were not disappointed, especially since there
were so many 356's that one group was designated just
for them. thursday, Friday and Saturday race sessions
are used for qualifying and heat races are held on
Sunday. We were pleased that Vic's race was not the
last one held on the Sunday schedule this year. He
qualified in second position and held that spot
throughout his race, unable to catch the first place 356.

Barb's track side BBQ was attended by 89 people this
year, the largest group ever. All contributed food and
put in a small donation for the meat. Barb grilled lots
of chicken and kielbasa, and plates were soon piled
high. Such huge portions we couldn't eat it all. It was
wonderful!

Thank you's go to Barb, Vic and Fred for putting

RUNNING at MID-OHIO

together this great weekend get away.

Lanita Dunham

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

1. Carrera tachometers go up to 7,000, 8,000 or 9,000 RPM?

(B pts)
2. The last Reutter coupe was built April 28, 1965. When was the

last Karmann coupe built? (4 pts)
Jan 21, 1965 Mar 21, 1965 May 21, 1965 June 21, 1965
3. Name four 356 coach builders and their country of origin.
(4 pts)
. Were chrome bumpers a factory option on the 356? (3 pts)
. Who first imported Porsche cars into the U.S? (1 pt)
. Hubcaps with enameled crests were standard on 356 "SC"s.
Were they dealer, factory or unavailable option on C’s? (3 pts)

7. What does the "D" in "Convertible D" mean? (2 pts)
8. Color code #6602 was what color? (5 pts)
9. Was there such a thing as a Carrera roadster; and if so, how

many were built? none 2 11 16 77
10. How many Reutter built 1965 coupes were there? (4 pts)

none 1 12 276 457
11. Convertibles D's had the same windshield frame as a speedster.

True or False (3 pts)
12. How many Gmund built cars were there? (5 pts)
13. Radios were a factory option on speedsters?

True or False (2 pts)

AN n S

WHEEL TO WHEEL: #70 Vic Skirmants & #0 Mark Eskuche

14. Was there such a thing as a Carrera Convertible D; and if so,
how many were built? (3pts) none 2 11 16 77

15. There were no 356's built after 1965. True or False (2 pts)

16. "Speedster" aluminum side trim was a factory option on
coupes and cabriolets. True or False (3 pts)

17. Lap belts were the only type of safety restraints offered on
356’s from the factory. True or False (3 pts)

18. Disc brakes used on the "C" models were a Porsche design.
True or False (3 pts)

Rate Yourself

55 Call to get your own column in the Registry!

46-54 Excellent, the Professor would be proud.

3145 Good Job, you have fine understanding of the history.
20-30  Your car's background certainly interests you.

0-19  CanlIinterest you in a few books by Brett Johnson?

Disclaimer: please don't hold it against me if you find a mistake.
All questions were taken from reputable Porsche books and the
Registry. If you find a mistake, award yourself the points from
that question, plus 5. Then call me and let me know.

Sebastian Gaeta
ANSWERS ON PAGE 5§
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John Romig -
a Good Friend
Remembered

I recently lost an old friend, John W.
Romig III; Bill. Bill and I played chess
every day at lunch when I was still a young
mechanical engineer at the U.S. Army
Tank-Automotive Command. When I left
there in 1976 to start my own 356
Enterprises, Bill and I kept in touch by
phone, or Bill occasionally dropping by the
shop. Bill was interested in my racing
because he used to race a 356 speedster
himself.

Bill started racing in 1958 with a pushrod-
engined speedster, running tracks such as
the National Guards base at Grayling,
Michigan. In 1959 he expanded his
horizons to take in the races in Elkhart
Lake, Wisconsin. In 1960, with a new
Carrera GT speedster, he challenged Bruce
Jennings for the SCCA national
championship in C-Production. At the
mid-point of the season, Bill was leading
"King Carrera" in points until a flip in
Thompson, Connecticut. That put Bill out
for the season, leaving the championship to
Jennings. Bill did earn the local Detroit
Region of SCCA'a prestigious Robert
Collins trophy for the year. Bill sold the
car and subsequently raced another
pushrod speedster, winning the Midwest
Division D-Production championship in
1961.

He continued to race in 1962-63 from the
East Coast to the Midwest. Eventually a
growing family and work schedules led
Bill to retire from active participation.
1964 was his last year of competition, but
he maintained racing contacts be becoming
a SCCA National Steward from 1965-
1969.

Bill maintained a love for the 356's, but he
also had an interest in practically anything
automotive, from Honda 600's to hot rod
Chevelles. Bill kept one material contact
with the world of 356's; his original 1959
Carrera GT speedster with 7,867 miles on
it! Never raced, never wet! In 1959 he had
purchased two cars - raced one, kept this
one. Bill didn't publicize the fact that he
owned the car; he just enjoyed knowing it
was there. Bill appreciated fine

engineering, probably from his schooling
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. I can't think of a more fitting
tribute to Bill's memory than the truly
remarkable car he left behind.

Vic Skirmants
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presenting
an exciting
new
N PRS- ES

..the CONVERTlBLE‘-D

... here's the perfect answer to the call of
the open road—a subtle blend of power—
elegance—and comfort in the incomparable
Porsche tradition!

Timelessly beautiful and tailored to perfec-
tion, this sieek new convertible bears an ap-
pealing new price tag...to put it within the
range of practically every Porsche enthusiast.
it features such improvements as convenient
roll-up windows... enlarged, reinforced wind-
shield and rear window for horizon-wide visi-
bility...and, a smart new contoured top!
To power this modern classic there's your
choice of two internationally-renowned
Porsche engines—either the 1600 or the 1600
Super! For complete information and details
see your nearest Porsche dealer or write:

HOFFMAN-PORSCHE CAR
CORPORATION
443 Park Avenue « New York 22, N. Y.
Dealers from Couast fo Coast
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