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LITTLE PUFF

I want to thank all of you who voted in our election of the Board of Directors. 65 ballot were totaled by
our Treasurer, and the results are: myself, Sebastian, Ted Dunham, Fred Sheill, and Dick Beecher.

from Barbara

We had a meeting on March 11th to appoint officers for 1997. The results are listed on page 6. Thank
you very much for your continued support for the direction that I hoped for our club. Today we have one of the
better newsletters in the country. All it takes folks, is a lot of effort and a little money. Sebastian certainly has the
talent, and unbridled enthusiasm for the job. We are very grateful for his efforts on the "AUSPUFF ROAR.”

Events for 1997 are listed on page 12. I will rent the tent, tables, and CHAIRS this year for the Vintage
Races at Mid-Ohio. You need to reserve a motel room SOON!!! at the L&K Motel in Shelby, Ohio (419-347-
2141). Iintend to take the tent back to the grass across from the maintenance building, with showers and re-
strooms. The dates are June26-29. The Saturday night BBQ dinner is June 28th. This year 1 would be very grate-
ful for a group of our guys to BBQ cook for us. BBQ aprons furnished. How about giving the ladies a break, so
we can take care of the other details to make this dinner a success, and a little easier on me.This year Vic and 1
will be racing the SCCA car at the June Sprints on June 20-22. We will get home on Sunday night, and leave for
the Vintage Event on Wed 7am. Without your help we can not continue to make the dinner a POT LUCK, our
only other alternative is to hire Mid-Ohio to cater our dinner, at $15.00 to $20.00 each. I think we would all agree
that the pot-luck is a lot more fun. I already have a commitment from Hans Wichter of Stoddard Imported Cars,
Rick Spurlock, and Neil Goldberg as sponsors for our Hospitality Tent. If you want to help please give me a call.

i
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If you are new to our Gruppe and want to make 60 to 100 new friends, how about putting on an event for
us this year? We welcome everyone, even replicas, 91I’s, and other cars at our events.
We just want to meet you. No one looks over your car with a magnifying glass. Our Gruppe is based on
friendships and common Interest in our cars. Hope to see you soon.

In February the 1998 Holiday committee members attended a meeting of Meadow Brook Hall

with Michael Sheridan and members from Waterford Hills and the Meadow Brook Concours Committee. They
were very enthusiastic about our plans for the 1998 Holiday, and amenable to allowing us to serve lunch in the
Club parking area in front of the Hall on Sunday, as well as all of our plans at Waterford Hills, including 5 pa-
rade laps at noon on Saturday, catering facilities, tent, and special parking areas. We have hired an artist to cre-
ate our event logo, and have another artist working on a poster design. I plan to start monthly evening meetings
on the second Tuesday of each month for Holiday committee planning. I have heard from several members who
have stepped up to help. I am looking forward to seeing you too! &




MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE REPRESENTED AT LARRY

CRANE'S 2ND ANNUAL BEAUJOLAIS RUN

BY SEBASTIAN GAETA

ast fall Narmeen and I were lucky enough to be invited to
the 2nd Annual Michigan Beaujolais Run, the brainchild

of one Larry Crane, art director of Automobile maga-
zine.We were going to recreate the London to Brighton race of
years gone by.
The main purpose of this event was to give
vintage car owners of all makes the chance to not

only drive their cars once more before winter, but SOMEONE IN THE
also to be interrogated by International border guards SheE SIRTUr Their facility consists of about 4 build-
5 ey TOTHE PLATE AND : . -
( Narmeen’s place of birth is Baghdad, Iraq!), break i ings; each one housing a different processes
. s DECLARED “|WANT i 4 : -
Canadian speed limits ( 62.1 mph— Hah!), smuggle CUBANS” in the restoration, each one more impressive

Cuban cigars back into the U.S. and, finally, pick up

some Beaujolais wine at Willow Run airport that was

flown in just for us. Hmm, sounds more like a spy movie than a
vintage car tour.

This years “Run” was certainly international with partici-
pants making their way from the Detroit area to London, Ontario,
via Chatham.

Our trusty “C” coupe sped down the 401 along with,
among others, 2 gullwing Mercedes, a Jaguar “E” type, a Fiat
X-19, an Aston-Martin DB, an Alfa Romeo, a Ferrari, and even
an MG B driven by a funeral director and his wife. The only other
Porsches were a couple of very clean early 911’s, one being hap-
pily driven by it’s brand new owner.

«fflis
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Duseneberg, Cord, Stutz and Packard filled the work spaces
in various forms of undress. There were no “quickies” going
on here. One of the owners showed us a Packard that they
were restoring as a “driver”. Since it wasn’t a Concours
restoration they painted the disassembled suspension pieces
at the same time instead of individually.
Ouch.

S

3

S

than the next. If you ever get the chance to
see this place, do it.

After applying our stick-on roundels announcing to
all Canadians willing to look at us that we were, in fact, part
of the 1996 Michigan Beaujolais Run, we were back on the |
401. We blasted our way to downtown London , Ontario to
stay at the lovely Station Park Inn and its fabulous under-
ground parking. I parked behind a 911 and next to an E type
Jag, which was next to an Aston Martin, so forth and so on.

I had never attended an all makes overnight tour
and frankly did not know what to expect. Being the marque
chauvinist pig that I am, I thought that I may feel out of
place not being around my Porsche

Our first stop was at R M
Classic Motorcars in Chatham, On-
tario. This world class restoration fa-
cility prepares some of the finest cars
in existence for Pebble Beach,
Meadow Brook and other major Con-
cours D’Elegance events worldwide.

They perform all types of
work on all types of cars. If you want a
complete restoration of your one of a
kind Delahaye with original Ostrich
interior, they’ll do it. Or you may just
want a correct repaint of your already
restored ‘48 Tucker. Yes, both of these cars were there being
worked on during our tour. Most of the cars there were Vintage,
or “Pre-War”. Names like Bugatti,

RUN PARTICIPANTS AND THEIR VINO

pals. How would these people be to
talk to let alone spend 2 days with ?
Do they feel the same way about
their cars as I, or are they just invest:
ments to drive around now and then
Or worse yet, would they look down
their noses at my little flat four flyer?
The answers are as follows: great,
yes, no and no.

At dinner we sat with a 28 year
old Ford Engineer and his wife, who |
were driving their ‘67 Aston Martin
( we affectionately referred to them
as “The Avengers” all weekend),
and a funeral director and his wife who were zipping around |
in their late 60’s MG B. They actually seemed interested in
(Continued on page 5) .
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(Continued from page 4)

my droning on about Zuffenhausen and the like. I was equally
happy to hear stories about their cars and experiences. It was
also educational. Did you know that the three headlight switch
positions on British cars are Off, Dim and Flicker 7 The same
could also be said for many of our 6v cars.

It was nice to see the same enthusiasm about other

Holding area at “RM” for cars waiting to be restored.

makes of cars as we have for our Porsches. I don’t mean to im-
ply that we have a patent on enthusiasm, I just wasn’t sure.

After dinner a large group of us headed out to explore
the London nightlife. After waiting in line at a popular club for
about ten minutes with no progress, we decided to abandon this

FALLING SNOW SIGNALD THE END OF THE RUN

idea to find a less crowded establishment. Along the way we
spotted a cigar shop and stopped in. Big ones, little ones, fat
and skinny; how do you know which one to get? Someone in
the group stepped up to the plate and declared “I want
Cubans.” The shopkeep smiled as if we had just asked for
cherry bombs at a fireworks stand. He led our friend to a door
in the back, unlocked it and they both stepped inside.

Cuban cigar smoke filled the air of the lounge that our
group finally settled in. The conversation was lively and every-
one stayed up long after midnight benchracing and telling tall
tales.

Up early on Sunday for breakfast next door at a 50’s
style diner, we were soon on our way back to the states and
Willow Run airport to pick up the Beaujolais wine and take a
group photo.This entire weekend was done right!

We then trekked to the Merchant of Vino in Ann Ar-
bor for some shopping. If you’ve never been to one of these
places, and there are five in the Detroit area, you must. They
are known for the great deals on all the wine you can carry,
but also stock high end edibles that keep you browsing and
buying as long as your wallet allows.

Off to Brighton we went to complete the run, and then
immediately back to Ann Arbor for dinner at the Gandy
Dancer. There the atmosphere of camaraderie continued on for
the evening.

It was then that the snow began to fall officially end-
ing not only the Beaujolais Run, but the vintage car driving
season for the year. But what a great relief to find that vintage
car people are pretty much the same, regardless of what they
happen to drive.

A.B.S. BRAKE SPECIALISTS

OIL CHANGES

SUSPENSION WORK

HIGH SPEED WHEEL BALANCING
INCLUDING “356 A” WHEELS

NOTE: 20% DISCOUNT TO ANY 356
REGISTRY MEMBERS

OWNER: TORD SMEDBERG, PE
SHOP MANAGER: MARK TUCKER

810-795-1213
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ELECTION RESULTS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 1997

DICK BEECHER TED DUNHAM SEBASTIAN GAETA
FRED SHEILL BARBARA SKIRMANTS

APPOINTED OFFICERS FOR 1997

PRESIDENT TED DUNHAM

VICE PRESIDENT DICK BEECHER
TREASURER GERALD VANVLIET
SECRETARY LANITA DUNHAM

MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE GRILL BADGE \
and LAPEL PINS
Badges: $27.50 plus $2.50 postage & handling
{add $2.00 for aluminum backing plate)
Lapel Pins:  $6.50 including shipping & handling
Available from: Fred Sheill

469 Fort Dearbomn
Dearborn, M1 48124

MOTOR CITIES)

e

Huschke von Hanstein at the wheel of his
1948 aluminum bodied V.W. special. This was

obviously good training for his longtime
DOESN’T YOUR CAR LOOK LIKE THIS UNDERNEATH? career with the Porsche firm.
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Brett Johnson was kind enough to donate two
new books to our “Library”, Porsche 356 Defined, A
Pictorial Guide, and Porsche 356 Carrera, The Four -
Cam Production Cars. If you are interested in check-
ing these out, please call Barb Skirmants, our
Gruppe Librarian. The following is the Press release
on
Defined. We will publish the release of Carrera next
issue

Porsche 356 Defined, A

Pictorial Guide

We are pleased to announce that
Porsche 356 Defined, A Pictorial
Guide is now available. The author,
Dr. Brett Johnson, has written three
other Porsche authenticity guides and has been the restora-
tion column editor in the 356 Registry magazine since 1975.
This book is a logical extension of the previous work, The
356 Porsche, A Restorer's Guide to Authenticity.

Included in 356 Defined are year-by-year model descriptions
with attention to changes in details, both mechanical and
cosmetic. The chassis number and color information, more

accurate than available from the factory, is provided in easy

Linceln
Continental

SEBASTIAN GAETA

Direct (313) 544-2230
Main (313) 482-7133

M Toll Free (888) 565-0112
FAX (313) 482-9520

SESI LINCOLN-MERCURY
950 E. Michigan Ave.
YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN 48197

A and Z Plan speciahst
I can locate all makes of cars

to use charts.
All models, from the commonplace to the very
unusual are described and presented with full

color photos of over 75 original and correctly re-
stored 356 Porsches. Not only
coupes, cabriolets and Speed-
sters, but Carreras, America
Roadsters, even pushrod GTs are
revealed in a way to simplify the
incredibly complicated 356 lin-
eage and nomenclature. Along
the way, a number of established myths are chal-
lenged and the unique hand-built one-of-a-kind
masterpiece Porsche 356 is transformed into a natu-
rally evolving limited-production sports car.

144 pages, over 350 color photos, hardbound edi-
tion, ISBN 0-929758-14-5 -- priced at $29.95 plus
$4.00 shipping and handling. Available from TPR,
Inc. 7510 Allisonville Rd,

Indianapolis. IN 46250 (800) 553-5319
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MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE WINTER DINNER

This years Winter Dinner, hosted by Bill and Sher Toburen, was held on March 22nd at the Country Epi-
cure in Novi with over 40 people attending. Once again it was nice to see some new faces; we hope to see

you at the next event.
Bill and Sher did a FABULOUS job on this party. They asked each person to bring pictures to dis-

play and the response was overwhelming. The picture board was a popular gathering place all night.

The Toburens also provided door prizes that included some hard to find videos like Porsche: The
Racing Legend, Gran Prix, and Rendezvous (a Ferrari at 100 mph through the streets of Paris).

Hats off to Bill and Sher for their efforts organizing this dinner. As always, they provided the
Griippe with the necessary ingredients to bring good friends together for a good time!

o
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Introducing the CARRERA P Engine

Suitable for all 356 Applications

What is it: This is the 4 cylinder pushrod engine Porsche could have built but didn't. A high quality, completely engineered, retro-fit kit to up-
grade the venerable 356 engine - for touring, reliable transportation, or competition.

Features:
Twin Plug Heads for improved performance - degreased flame path allows reduced
ignition advance, increased compression or lower octane fuel
911 Turbo Cooling Fan conversion to end cooling problems forever
External Full Flow Oil Filter and Cooler - gets rid of that awful original by-pass
oil filter and the ineffective cooler that blocks #3 cylinder
Optional Baffle and Deep Sump for dry sump like performance
Duel Electric Fuel Pumps
Crank-Fired Solid State Ignition, with coil-per-plug configuration - no points or distributor! Single plug ignition available.
Fully Compatible with all 356 sheetmetal including heaterboxes
Minimal Modifications Required - Heads and timing cover require machining, sheet metal requires minor modification to accom-
modate fan shroud, all other parts bolt on.
4 Cam Carrera Looks and Performance - The perfect engine if you have a Carrera but don't want to wear out your rare engine. It
has the same "look" and the superior engine cooling makes this is the perfect engine platform for "hop-up" modifications. Reli-
able horsepower is now possible.

Carverva JJ Kngine

s

=

Major Components/Specifications:

Fan Shroud - One piece, hand laid fiberglass, full fitted, gloss black gel coat
(other colors optional)
Porsche 911 Fan Ring
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
Porsche 911 70 amp 12 volt Alternator
Porsche 911 Fan, 11 blade
Fan Saddle - CNC machined 6061 T6 burnished aluminum
Ignition Timing Assembly - CNC machined 6061 T6 burnished aluminum

Major Components/Specifications (cont.):
Ignition Electronics - Solid state CDI, twin hall effect triggers, crank mounted timing disk, spark box, (8) coils, spark plug
wire set. 4 plug ignition available at considerable savings.
Second Plug - 10 mm Helicoil inserts, heads ported and cc'd (optional)
Oil System - Timing cover modified for external filter, cooler, and thermostatic bypass. Modification does not affect oil pump
cover, completely compatible with mechanical tach drive. New oil inlet pipe included

Availability

Right now the only Carrera P engine built is the prototype shown here. However, the project was conceived from the be-
ginning to produce production components. Tooling is complete for most of the major components listed above. A small
number of prototype parts have been fabricated and several engines can be assembled in relatively quick order if you have
an immediate need. If sufficient interest exists, a production run of parts will be made. This will significantly reduce
the price over prototype units. Parts production would begin upon receipt of commitment from a minimum number of
buyers. For the initial run I am looking for 25 subscribers. If you are interested please call or write and I will keep you
updated on price and availability.

Prototype parts will continue to be made until production starts. Call for prices.

Complete Carrera P engines assembly is available using your core engine or I can supply the core - call.

Future Projects
Programmable Ignition Timing - You and your laptop can search for the perfect ignition map
Distributor compatible fan shroud - will allow use of the standard 356 distributor at considerable savings. You will get all the
advantages of the superior cooling and oil flow. Will require electric fuel pump. This project will start soon if there is sufficient
interest - call or write.

Tenth Annual Stoddard All-Porsche Swap Meet

i's hard to believe the time has gone Wiy Admission and parking are FREE.
so fast but it's time for Stoddard i The gates will open to vendors
imported Cars’ 10th annual at 7 am. and at 8 a.m.
“All-Porsche™ Swap Meet. Held in for the general public.
cooperation with the Northem Ohio ; Vendors! Come to sell your Porsche
Region-PCA, the event will take place ; products. There will be plenty
on Saturday June 7th. ; . of Porsche enthusiasts looking
Since our first swap meet in June of 3 for what you have 1o seil.

1887, the Stoddard Imported Cars Vendor spaces (10 feet wide by 20
Teileschwapen has become one of the feet long) are available for $10.00 in
main dates on the vintage , advance. Pre-registration is necessary
Porsche event calendar. due to the popularity of the event,

Call (216)951-1040 after April 1,1997 for more information.

To reach Stoddard via the World Wide Web type: hitp://www.stoddard.com

Sales » Service » Parts » Body Shop
7 Time Winner Of The Porsche Premier Dealer Award!

.....’%" IMPORTED CARS, INC.

38845 Mentor Avenue, Willoughby, Ohio 44094

FAX: 216-946-9410 Order Line Only: 1-800-342-1414 Technical assistance or other
information: 216-951-1040 (Toll free number not available in foreign countries.)




COMING ATTRUCTIONS

APRIL 17th Ski Round Top all Porsche swap meet near Carlisle, PA. é

This event is hailed by all who attend as the best swap meet in |
existence. Call Barb Skirmants for Caravan /Hotel Info.
810-558-3692

1st Sth Annual Spring Tour hosted by Sebastian and
JUNE Narmeen Gaeta. We’ll start off at their home in Ann Arbor
and cruise some great roads before stopping for lunch and
antique shopping. See announcement on page 13

7th Stoddard’s All Porsche Swap Meet at Stoddard’s
Imported Cars in Mentor, Ohio. There is also a literature

meet the night before. This a good quality meet that is
only three hours away. Info: Sebastian at 313-544-2230

26th-29th Mid Ohio Vintage Gran Prix Come on down to
see our very own Vic Skirmants dice with the best vintage
racers around. Saturday Night, the 28th, is Barbs now famous

BBQ and Brat Bash. We’re expecting a big turnout from the
Motor Cities Griippe so call Barb at 810-558-3692

OPEN Motor Cities Griippe Family Picnic As of now the chance
J UL'AUG to host this annual affair is open. If you have a site that can

accommodate your Griippe, call Sebastian at 313-544-2230

SEPT 18th-21st 356 Registry East Coast Holiday Myrtle beach, SC.

See the announcement in the March issue of the Registry

O CT OPEN Fall Color Tour/Fall Festival This event is open. If you
would like to host an overnight event, or put on a one day
Festival, call Sebastian at 313-544-2230

DEC OPEN Annual Holiday Party This event is open. We have had
some wonderful parties in the past few years. If you would
like to continue the tradition, call Sebastian at 313-544-2230




Delicious food a really successful auction and great company were the highligts of the 1996
Holiday party hosted by Barbara and David Peterson at their church in downtown Birmingham

The central location was perfect and despite the snowy weather nearly 60 people attended.

The auction was our most successful thus far with many unique items donated by GRUPPE
members. The final tally was $2,192!! This type of generosity is what keeps this club going.

S
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ALL RICHARD OLIVERO
‘ \ FOR EXPERT BODY
O iver O RESTORATION AND
PAINTWORK

Foreign Car Specialist 810-473-7850

Coachwork and Refinishing
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HAGERTY

Classic Aufomobile |nsumnce

Blow Your
Moneq on Caps...

HO‘ on II'ISUPGIICQ.

Phone 1.800.922.4050
Facsimile 1.616.941.8227

P.O. Box 87 Traverse City, Ml 49685
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- *HIGH SECURITY KEYS DUPLICATED

LOCKSMITH SERVICE

The Nation's Leading
Sparts Car Dealers Recommend

VALVOLINE Guaranteed Protection
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VALVOLINE OIl COMPANY
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*HARD TO FIND EUROPEAN KEY BLANKS

SPECIALIZING IN 356,911,928
FACTORY KEY

BLANKS

INC. WHEEL

LOCK

TONY EUGANEO

1470 Elmwood Avenue

PORSCHE - 928

MERCEDES - ALL SERIES

INC. ALARM BLANK

ALFA - LANCIA - SAAB

BMW - NEW 7's AND
DIMPLE TYPE

Sharon Hill, PA.19079 (O

610-461-0519

(810) 391-6645
(810) 391-3846

SEND SASE
FOR FREE KEY ID CHART

1370 W. SILVERBELL
ORION TWP MI 48359



Sunday May 18th starting at the home of Sebastian and Narmeen Gaeta,
4070 Brookview Court, Ann Arbor. This years theme is “Different roads, same
fun.”

Let’s meet at 10:00 am for a few minutes of conversation, coffee and
bagels before exploring some newly discovered “twisty bits” of Washtenaw
county. We’ll stop for lunch at a place to be determined, and continue on into
Ann Arbor to visit Yesterday’s Collection .

Please RSVP to Sebastian and Narmeen at 313-662-4288
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MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE Ty
4070 BROOKVIEW COURT

ANN ARBOR, MI 48108

ARNATT

AUTO \——* pODT

AWARD WINNING RESTORATIONS & CUSTOMS

840 East Juddville Road 517-723-13265
Owosso, Michigan 48867 9468 FAX 517-723-1589



