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This year is starting out to be one of the best for theMotor cities Gruppe, but before the new events, praise needs tbe given to a couple of 356,ers.
The first goes to Vic Skirmants for his informatlve techsession. He single-handedly, without great leaps or bounds,

diagnosed a starting_ problem on Burt oivis, freihJ_y restoredcabriolet, set up Birl Harlandal's solex carb's foi demo, andsolved a leaking rear axle problem on a ,,e,, coupe that had jus
been dri-ven from Cal-ifornia to Michigan (ax1e s6al incorrectlyinstalled allowing fl_uid into brake drumy.

The second goes to Jack chamberl-in who drove his newlyrestored speedster on 1ts first outing to the Kentucky region
"Porsche Derby'. After drivlng many m:-l_es, through a-rain stocracking a windshiel-d, and discovering the speedsi.er was notwater-tight, Jack Chamberlin and ttanc! rasteily arrived safelyLouisvill-e, xentucky. The concours event was ilel_l_ worth the tas the speedster won Flrst in its cl-ass, Ladies cholce, andPeop1e's Choice.

Now, for upcoming events: Barb and Vj-c Skirmants are havingtheir 2nd Annual- Trackslde BBQ at Mid-Ohio Vintage Races. vic 1sbusy at work on a new 35G for the Races on June 27 and 2g (=..centerfold). Anyone interested in driving together can cail- meat (,3r31 561-8185 on detail-s for Friday eieniig departure or Johnchatrey at (3r3) 693-6030 for Friday m6rning d6parture.our next event is the Annual ramily piinic (details incenterfofd), being hosted by Tord and .ridy smedburg at theirhouse j-n Farmj-ngton. Bring tne 356, as there is afrp1e lawnparking available. Let's att rretp_l!" hosts by cariing earl_y.
The FalI color Tour, schedul-ed for octobei 24 and-2$;Galready taking shap9. Barbara Skirmants is coordinating anovernight tour to the sandusky, ohio area with planned !top= atcountry markets, antique shopl, wineries, and witer's edge'dining. l,ook to the next newsretter issue for details.

_ At the present time, this Newsl-etter is distributed andmail-ed to 190 people. rts continued existence reguires moresupport than it, currently- receives from a smal_l, foyal group. Bysupport r am not only referring to $, but also contiibui,ioni interms of Newsletter articl-es, [hotographs, 356 experiences, andsuggestj-ons for, and hosting of , event-s. r would-like to see theNewsl-etter improve, but it Lakes your input to be a success.
Hope to see al-l- you loyal support6rs, and new ,'faithful,' ones
soon.

suggestions and comments gratefully accepted. cal_l- me
9yli"g the day at ( 3r3 ) 45r-1070, or in the eirening at ( 313 )561-8186.
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BOOSTER FUND ADDERS IN 1992

Bill Hallandal
William g Sharon Borden
Ted & Lanita Dunham
Ron Pruette
Lou Livengood

Fred Sheil-I



I Porscne 3565C.

1956-1965 Porsche 356
Coupes

" oile vttuld lrxsl, u lottt ltttt(
bclbrc tindinc u .\p()rt.\,tr'(iT tur tltrtt
()llers ntorc purc tl rirrtt? L'ttJ()t'
itrcrrr."- R&7-. Fabnrurt l964

Ntlw whv u'ould anr tlnc pav t\\'lcc
thc 1:rice ,rl rrn earlv I)trrschc 9 I l.
r.r'rtlt lrll lt\ lrcrl'()rtrilncu. c()llll(\rt
Jnd hitndling advatt taccs. {irr ittt rtltc-
nric-pcrti)rmr nE. qtrrrkr-hundl r ne

and re lltivelv crampcd citr thilt l()()k\
lrke arr o\crtunlcd tlathtul-r'l

\\'el!. l'or tlte srtttrc rcitstrtt lj,lk:
pav hu,us ol' tnottev lirr lltrgcle s. l l)r
.rnrl lv'lor-!;tns. IJccausc. lirr all thcir
:hortctltuitrgs. [),rt'st hc i i(rr ,tr.c

downnght lovablc. .'\tld ['rccittr.,'
thev're little pieces ol htsttrrv. l.hc
simple. rcliable'rnd ltlr''rble 35(.s

providcd the f'oundation l'or the
nlvstlquc l\trsche cn.lovs to this dav,

Oh-lnd thcru s anothcr rcason
ttro. Porschc 356s are highty perish'
able. Though these earlv Porsches
were built with exquisite carc in tYpi'
cal Teutonrc f ashion. expose thcm ttr
Ihe barcst whiff ol' mt,tsture-cspe-
ciallv if it's road-salt mtlisture-and
thc cars hcgtn t,r crunlblc like stale

irrcad. \rrd conridcrtlrg thc last ol'
thc J56s is nt<tre than a quartcr-cell-
turv old now. thev've had plentv ol'
tinre for such erPosure.

l{egard it a minor rniraclc il' lou
should f ind anv 356 wrth tlnsrttal. un'
corrodcd flotlrs. drxrrs t,r. rarcr sttll. a

hitttcr\' htlr. Irltlttr:. (l()()rs. lritttcr\
l.,,res irntl c\ e n tllc lorltttudinlls (the
\t|ucturcs.that run along elther side ol'

the tloorpan rrnd provide the car much

ol its strength) can be ProPcrlv

rcparrcd rvrth enoush trme. skrll and
cash. But uhen rust attacks the sus-

pcnsion mounts too. the clrr is proba'
blv terminal.

Engrnes also can present the 356

buver wrth plentv ot'opportunitics to
lose monev tln an "investment"-
qualitv ear. l)erharrs rt:houldn't mat-
tcr rl. )av. a l56B has a l56C'engine
in its tail. But it does to colleciors.
And becausc engines are so easY to
swap in these earlv Porsches. there
are plentv ol 356s running around
with the wrong Porsche engines-or
even Volkswaeen cngines. So check
for cori-cct cnginc nirnrbers,

l-r.rvers ol' 356s tcnd to hal'e differ-
cnt preterences tbr the various models
in the senes. The Tvpe A personalities
like thc earliest ot- thc 3-56s lor their
old-lirshioncd funkv looks. both in the

bodv shape and in'the dash arrange-
ment. The "C" lovcrs likc the last of
thc 156 scncs tirr thr:ir slrckcr lo<lks,

more potvcrl rtl r:ngtncs and bctter
brakcs (discs instead tlt'drums). The
l-56lls. protluced bet*ecn late 1959

and rlrd- I 963. ure sontelvhat less cov-
ctcd than the othcrs. and hence are of-
ten lcss expcllsivc.

Whilc ull thcse modcls came in soti-
top cabriolct and/or specdster ver-

sions. it muv bc Lrnnccessary to men-

tion tlrat thesc are pnced lar beyond
our 520.000 budget. Ditto for anY-

thing exotic like 4-cam Carreras. So

this leaves us with the coupes.
No matter which model You

choose. parts lor 356s are in great

supplv. w'hether the Pails are ncw.

reproducttons or used. While body-
work can be expensive. the simPle

356 drivetrain costs little more to re-

pair or rebuild than many of the Brit-
ish cars profiled here. Which. of
course. is-in stark contrast to a 9 I I .

Alternattves? None that we can

think of. unless.. . . well. VW Beetler

and Karmann-Ghias?

0-@mph, sec.;.,......' 14.4 . 13.5

0-lA mi|e.,...........,,. 19,3 18.9

AveGgempg,....,.........30 26

Asking pnces:

356A coupes: $ I 3,000-$20,000 '

3568 ctupes: $ 10,000-$ 1 7,000
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Above articl-e courtesy of Road and Track Magazine, June 1991



SKIRI'IANTS CHICKEN BBA

at
I'TID-OHIO VINTAGE RACES

June 25-28, L992

l{ake your reservatlong NOLI to aLtend this great event for enthug,lagte,
of atl nakee of VlnLa<Ie cars. Thle yeara event plane to be the }arqegt.
ever wlth carEi on dlaplay fron evclry collectors qroup. The Trlumph la Lhe
featured narque this yclar wlth over 25O clubg from ell over the world
brlnglng thelr cars. For the 356 folke there le plenty of actlon, for
you to cheer about. In 1990 there were 19 356's 1n Group 3 race, and laet
year satr 15 carg take the green flac, this year there should be even nore
cara. Vlc and I are ln the proceaa of bulldlnq a new Vlntage Coupe and t.le
have entered our nee, car ln thle years race. No ernall feat elnce the car
Juet cane from Larry Smlth's, Autornetrlc Body shop wlth a new whlte palnt
1ob on Msy 19. Tom Youk lg algo here worklng away helplng to bulld our nerl
vlntage racer ln tlne for I'tld-Ohlo. So make your plana to attend. The
quallty of raclng ls very excltlngr you won't flnd vlntaqe 356 raclnq
borlng at all shen you se€! Vlc cone etralqht out of'a corner on 3 wheele
and pass 2 cars. f'm Juet a llttle preJudlced, but you wlll have to aee
lt to belleve ltl t t

Thls yeara BBQ dlnner hogted at our nrotor home ln the paddock area
wiII start at the conclusion of racing on Saturday evening. (Iook in the
ganeare8thatyoufoundug1agtyear)There1ga@
charge. I wlll eupply aII the meate, your table gervlce, plub ny fanous

r orrn beveragea for the
and sereuell lnto dark

cllnexed by a contest havlnq eonethlng to do wlth blng cherrlee and ny bbq

baked beane. plua you
evenlnq feetlvltlee. Laet yeara aCElv:[tleo Iasted

qrlll. The deadline for your reeervatlon 1g MONDAY, JUNE 22, 6pn.
yeeirarac1ngeventgtartg.onruffinlng,ffi.wfTiEeev1ng
lrlednegday afternoon. Hope you can Joln ua to celebrate the debut of
n€lw race car.

Thle
on
our

Vlc & Barbara Sklrmante 313/ 575-9544

Fol loglng
355'e.

1g the scheduled tlrreg for Group #3, whlch lncludee all the

Thursday, June 25,
9:OO an 30 nln practtce
2:OO pn 30 nrln practlce

Saturday, June 27
9!4O an 25 mtn practlce
2i2O pm I lap quallfylnc race

PS: The t{1d-oh10 concegel0n gtandg do
ltcDonslde. No eleeplng 1n thle sreekend
etuff.

Frlday, June 26
8!25 an 25 nln practlce
1:55 pn 25 mln practlce

Sunday, June 28
SIOO am 15 nln uarm-up
10145 am 10 lap feature race

gell breakfaets glrnllar to
or you tllll nlee all the good
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DISCOVERING TIIE 356

As a typical college student in the mid 80's, I was well
aware of the Porsche 911 and the mystigue that surrounded it.
One day as I pu11ed my Saab 99 into the local- forelgn car repair
shop, I spotted this car that looked like a 9I1, yet didn't.

"T'HeII is that?" I asked out loud. "It's a 356" said the
shop o$rner. "It came before the 91I" he said, knowing I was
uninformed.

He proceeded to tell me wonderful things about these cars
and the National Reglstry that he belonged to. It was then that
I Iearned the difference between the air-cool-ed Porsche and
"those other ones."

It was many years later, however, that I learned the
difference between the air-cool-ed owners. While attending a PCA
Autocross last summer, I was denied membership because I did not
own a Porsche. Tord Smedberg overheard this conversation, and
knowing that I was real-l-
got me going with the Na
Grouppe.

only interested in 356's anyway, he
lonal Registry and the Motor Citles

vt
The people couldn't be any nicer and I don't even have to

own one to belongt which brings me to the next subject: When I
finally do buy a 355, it will be driven on a regrular basis.
Everyone I know with a 356 believes in this and I couLdn't agree
more.

Sebastian Gaeta

t:ll

,rd.J *r

This could be your car! !

S_ubmit a photograph or short article on your
favortie carlexperience, etc.



June 13

June 14

June 2L

June 27

JuIy 4

July 19

July 3I
August 2

JuIy 31

August 2

Sept 4,s,6

Oct 24/25

December

Note:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

5th annual Teil-eschwapen - A11 porsche Swap
Meet at Stoddard Imported Cars.
r-800-342-t4L4

Carni-va]. of Cars at GM Tech Center, contact
Ted Stanek ( 313 ) 268-9840.

SMR - B.F.c. Charity Autocross/Tire Drawj_ng
at Oakland County Court House, North Lot,
10 3 pm, contact Ted Dunham (3I3) 464-L7Ze.

Skirmants BBQ at Mid-Ohio Vintage Races
(see insertl.
4th of July Parade, Northvilte - Vlntage Cars
Parade, contact Greg Stempian (3I3) 344-8295or (313) 464-4500.

355 Motor Cltles Gruppe Annual picnlc (see
centerfold ) .

Meadowbrook Hlstoric Cars at Waterford Hil1s,
Aston Martin is featured marque.

Street "Concours in Depot park', - Clarkston, MI

14th Annua1 Concourse d,Elegance at Meadowbrook
Hall featuring French custom coachbuilders.
For info - Group Pronrotions (313) 323-2500.

355 - East Coast Holiday Snowshoe, htest
Virginia (see insert).
FaII Color Tour to Sandusky, Ohio. More
details in next issue - ealU Skirmants
( 313 ) s75-9s44.

Hollday Party - Open for Suggestions

It j-s not necessary to ,,own', or ',drive,, a 35G toparticipate in any events; only positive thoughtsof 355's !

Snowshoe'92
356 ReElistry East Coast Holiday XVIII

SNOWSHOE MOUIITAIN LODGE. WEST VIRGINIA

Contact Randy You at (919) 299-4455 or
Joe Johnson Jr.
P.O. Box 1I1
Mt. Airy, NC 27O3O

There will be a caravan to the Hollday, contact Fred Sheill for
informatlon (D) (313) 451-1070, (E) (313) sGr-8186.



CLASSIPIEDS

For SaIe: 1965c Coupe, Ruby Red, Excellent Drj_ver (Good
Underside, 2-3000 Miles, Rebuilt 9LZ Engine with
Big Bore & Mild Cam) $9,200 OBO

Larry Duling (419) 246-423L (Toledo Area)

For SaIe: (4) yoko Tires 008R - 195/60, Fred Sheill 56I-BIBG

To submit articles, photographs, tidb*ts-, classifieds, donations,
or anything else, contact Fred Sheill on 551-8186.

35(@
MoPc- c

.#qi\E-r ,#
*,"qi*,tusffte+: cG-----c1c.ug7e

469 Pt..Dearborn, Dearborn, tttr 48124

David Peterson
35251 Northmont Dr.
Farmington Hills, MI 4833 1


