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356 GRI,JPPE

Ifyou passed on the lst Arurual Spring Tour, you missed out on a great outing. Sebastian and
Nareem Gaeta planned a fiantastic day from the sticky buns to a waterside lunch to some great back
roads in Washtenaw County. AII the hills and curves a 356 cor:ld ask for.

Our calendar is filing up fast with Barb's BBQ at the Mid-Ohio Vintage Races in July, the
Annual Family Picnic to be hosted by Frank and Rita Malik, and a Fall Color Tour being planned by
Phil Planck. fire only event missing this year is an "East Coast Holiday" - no sponsoring group. It's
fun to attend all these activities. As they don't run themselves, sometimes you have to get up from
the driver's seat and put forth some effort - a tea.rr approach makss everyone's job easier.

While I'm on the tearn effort theme, I need some &!p. The Newsletter needs an gditor. I
have put together the Newsletter since the Fall of 1989. Several people, i.e., Larry Heitman - Printing,
Jack Chamberlin - Advertising Sebastian Gaeta, Lanta Dunham - Feature Writers, Barb Skirmants -

Mailing, Dave Peterson - Membership, eurrently make up the staff. Now all that is needed is a new
editol to orgarrize the Newsletter (4 times per year) to complete the tenm. Volunteers, please call me
at (313) 561-8186.

Last, but not least, is our membership drive status. I have received dues (S10 per year) from
56 people, approximately 207o of our eument mailing list. So, this is 'last call' for 1998 dues or it will
be your last Newsletter - no payee for postage/printing no sendee.

- Fred Sheill

goostel Fund Donations

Richard & Diane Beecher

EVERYTHINC ELECTRIC

,NDEPENDENT

ELECTRIC CO.

(31 3) 439-8879
FAX (313) 439-2003

Loren A. Shook
Master Electrician

30 ,,UDD ROAD
MILAN, MI 48160

WORLO'S MOST FAMOUS

PORSCHE AUDI FERRARI BODY SHOP

I nc.Sports
Complele

2392 Wolcott
Ferndale, Mich.4822O

PHONE 546-8555
Hours: 6:3O-4:OO M-F
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June 13

Jvl.,' 9'10-11

August 1

August 6-7-8

September

October

December

CALENDAR OF EVENTS . 1993

Carnival of Cars

Barb's BBQ at Mid'Ohio Vintage Car Races

Annual Family Picnic

Meadowbrook Vintage Car Races

Open

Fall Color Tour

Holiday Party - Open

* Your event suggestions welcome.

* It is not necessary to own or drive a "356" to participate in arry activity.

JUST COMPLETED RESTORATED _ 1962 PORSCHE TRACTOR

"My other Porsche's a S-90 Coupe"

Roy Holden, MetamorarMi-
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BARBIE'S CHICKEN/BRAT BASH BBQ

Mid-Ohio Vintage Races
cluly 9'10'11, 1093

Make your reservations NOW and attend this great event for enthusiasts of all mahes of
Vintage cars. The SVRA Vintage Races at Mid-Ohio will offer something for anyone who likes vintage
cars from the 50-60's era. In addition to the races going on during the day, you will find a swap meet,
vendors doing business on the grotrnds, a concourse, and groups ofevery auto rnarque in history
displayed on the beautiful grounds of Mid-Ohio. This year's Marque is the Corvette. A great marry of
the spectators like yourselves will drive their special vintage car to this event, just as our local 356
friends do. I even have one special reservation from Registry member, Brian Reed of NSW, Australia
He will be driving his 356 from the Parade in Cinci, to attend the Vintage Baces.

This year's BBQ dinner, hosted at our motor home in the paddock area, will start at the
eonclusion of racing on Saturday evening (look in the same area that you found us last year). There is
a $5.00 per person charge. I will supply BBQ ehicken and brats, table service, plus my famous bahed
beans. Please bring a dish to pass, plus your own beverages for the evening festivities. Plan for the
activity to last well into darh and you could need a jacket and long pants.

The deadline for your reservation in SATURDAY, JIILY 3, 1993. The practice and qualiffing
start is on Thursday, July 8. We will be leaving on Wednesday afternoon. Plan to join us for all the
ftrn youte been hearing about.

PLEA,SE CALL OR WRITE WIIII YOUR RESEBVATION.....Remember, I have to pack up food four
days ahead of the BBQ.

Vic & Barbara Skirmants
27244 Ryan Road
Warren, Michigan 48092
(313) 558-3692

RACE SCHEDT'LE . ALL CI"ASiSES

Thursday & Friday - Practice Sessions

Saturday - Practice & QuaUfying Races

Sunday - Feature Races
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BOOK R.EVTEW

If you are even remotely interested in the history behind our "hobby" and how it evolve4 then
Dirk-Miehael Conradt's book, "Porsche 356: Driving in its Purist Form," is a must. For three years,
the book was only available in Germaru but thanks to a consortium made up of some well-known
American 356 enthusiasts, the book is now available in English. Although Ludvigson's "Excellence Was
Expected" is recognized as the defuritive history on Porsche, Conradt's book is easily a more complete
history on the 356.

What separates this book from Ludvigson's and all the others is the fact that Conradt had full
access to the factory archives to prepare and publish his work. Not only are there pictrues that you
probably have never seen, but olso countless internal factory documents, memos, drawings, and
technical information previously available to few people.

One chart shows the chassis number, customer narne, and delivery date for the fifty-two
Gmund built cars, while before that, a hand-written note laments the fact that their only body panel
craftsman had a penchant for three-day drinking binges.

A short photo essay chronicles Bichard Von Frankenburg's race in a '51 Coupe vs. the Munich
to Rome Express Train. Although they crossed the Alps during a blizzard, they beat the train by an
impressive seven hours.

One chapter, titted "356 Teething Tloubles," spells out memos and meeting minutes that detail
no less than 15 known problems and 23 changes to be made for the 1952 model year.

Ttrere are some wonderfirl period pictures of a cutaway T-5 B Coupe used for exhibition and
training purposes. The entire car is cut in half including engrne and transmission. On the next page,

there are some slick double e:posure photos showing the T-5 engine through its engine li4 brake
drtrms through its wheels, and cockpit through its doors. One of my favorite pictures is from the
family photo album of the third owner, or Porsche Number 001 (yes, they did sell it. In fact, a number
ofpeople owned it before the factory bought it back not too long ago). The sight ofseven people
crarnmed into the little roadster will either make you laugh or cringe.

When Porsche got their own wind tunnel in 1988, they learned how to use it by testing the
vehicles in their own museum, including Number 001. Some nice pictures validate the old cars'
aerodynamic effrciencies. Add to this a curent day 356 buyer's guide from a Gerrnn's point of view, a
spotter's gurde by model year, Porsche factory shop rates from 1952, and you've got a book that had
rnaterial never before seen by even the most scholarly 356 historian.

The previous examples are only a handful ofthe many never before seen pictures, documents
and memos. Although by no mearu dominated by it, the internal memos and directives are the true
purpose ofthis book. Through years oftrial and error, 356 historians have been able to decipher
which parts went on which cars. With Conradt's book, we now know why it was done.

We all have numerous books detailing the history of Porsche and the 356 in particular, but
Conradt's obvious freedom to obtain information from the factory archives puts this book in a class by
itself.

There is an ad in the last registry for the book at $69.95, or it can be purchased locally from
Bill Block at "Block's Books."

- Sebastian Gaeta

THE SouRcE FoR
I Leather Accessories: lnterior luggage straps;
Spare tire strup; Kcy fob; Owners nunual holder

I 3s5/Splder ktgo shirts & Swiss Army pockd knife
I Publications: " Gmund " owners manual ; " F actory
Tour" boob '59 Canera GSIGT Speedstcr poste4
550A|9AF-U9L7 art poster set
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ENTERPRISES

R.F.D. 1582, Lauel Hollow, NY 11791
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356 oNLY!eger6y
Clo.ri. WooJnn Boot &
Moton Vnhi.ln ln.unon.n
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