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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

As December signals the year end, memories
of past events warm our thoughts through the winter
and our 356's are high and dry in the garage. I would
like to thank those members that have worked to plan
events that we have enjoyed this past year. I also want
to thank our editor, Sebastian, for the outstanding arti-
cles and photos that have filled the Auspuff Roar this
year. If you haven't thanked him also, please take time
to do so as it can seem like a thankless job on late
nights putting an edition together.

My involvement this year has been small, the
move to Brighton has taken more time than I ever
dreamed. The house is progressing nicely, but much
slower with me devoting most of my time now to
building the shop. It is our goal to be able to house
both of our Porsches at home this winter and I have a
couple of renters lined up to help offset the cost of the
heat. I also have jobs lined up and need to be able to
get a working shop set up before it becomes blizzardy-
cold. The shop, all 1,120 sq.ft. of it is taking so long
because the builder has become me. Dave Hinz put
together a letterhead and name for my shop-“Gmiind
Werks West", where a 356 could receive that special
rework it may need down the road. Thanks, Dave, you
are "Super".

We plan to have a dinner at the Brass Pointe
on Wednesday January 7, 1998 at 6:30 (all members
are welcome) to plan the '98 events, get a briefing on
the Holiday plans from Chairperson Barbara Skir-
mants, and discuss our elections for the coming year.
The next meeting will be shortly after in early Febru-

ary

As you may know, our members elect 5 Board
members who in turn nominate and elect our officers.
These consist of President, Vice President, Secretary,
and Treasuror. You will be receiving ballots in the
mail within the next few weeks for the election of
Board members for 1998. At our February meeting we
will elect our officers.

Our club offered us all many hours of 356 fun
and we will strive to continue this good camaraderie
next year.

So from the “Gmiind Werks West”— Merry
Christmas to all and to all a good night.

Ted Dunhounw
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ne of the Motor Cities
Griippe’s “oldest” mem-
bers turned 50 recently.
No, 50 is not old, it’s just that John
Chatley has been an MCG member
for a long time!

John was honored with a
surprise birthday party on October
26th at the Oakland County Sports-
man’s Club. Attending were many
Motor Cities Griippe members along
with John’s co workers, highschool
friends and of course his family.

Pulling this all off in total

secrecy

wife Pam,
Pam’s mother, John’s mother,
John’s sons Carl, Todd and Scott,
and Barbara Skirmants.

Speeches were given, food
was plentiful, and many stories
were told. All the organizers are to
be congratulated for a great party,
and John is to be congratulated for
making it this far! Happy birthday,

John.&

PORSCHE
TRIVIA

DID YOU KNOW.....

Starting in 1951 all cars built
by Walter Glockler bore a
“Porsche’” nameplate. These
cars, of course, were the fore-
runner of the factory Spyders.

1998 is not Porsche’s 50th
anniversary as a company, but
as an automobile manufac-

turer. The company was
funded in 1930.

1997 was Ferrari’s “50th,”
and while Porsche raced so
they could sell cars to the Pub-
lic, Enzo Ferrari sold cars to
the public so he could afford
to race.

Ernst Fuhrmann, father of the
Porsche four cam engine,
worked as a watchmaker and
a locksmith before joining the
Porsche firm in 1947 , eventu-
ally becoming president of the
firm in the 1970’s.

The factory B/C shop manual
has instructions for installing
a trailer hitch and hooking up
the trailer light wiring.

John Chatley still owns a 356,
it’s just that it’s set up for the
track now which is why we
don’t see him that often at
“street” events .







ver since driving my mother to
Vermont for our family reunion in my
356 (see newsletter September ‘93), I've
wanted to do it again, only this time with
my wife. Those of you who know
Narmeen may be surprised, but she was
all for it!

Imagine, if you will, a romantic
springtime trip in a 356, your true love
is at your side, the weather is warm, and
you’re driving through the most pic-
turesque state in New England while the
trees and flowers are in full bloom. It all
came true except for that part about the
weather and the blooms. I had forgotten
that winter in Vermont lasts even longer
than here in Michigan. Mid May in Ver-

mont sometimes means bare trees and
no blooms. The magic of Vermont is
that in spite of this, it is still gorgeous.

We leftat 7 PM on a
Wednesday and made it to the east
side of Buffalo by midnight. Finding a
hotel was a breeze and at 9 am on
Thursday we were on our way to
Manchester, Vermont and the Equinox
resort. The Equinox is a nearly 200
year old Inn that was the summer re-
treat of Mary Todd Lincoln and her
children while husband Abraham
attended to business in Washington.

We arrived at 3 PM which
left us with plenty of time to check in
and explore the town. Manchester,
which sits at the base of Mount
Equinox, is a lovely New England

¢ Opposite page: A covered
bridge near downtown Wood-
stock, VT

¢ Left: I’ll bet this ice block was
still there by the 4th of July!
The sign behind the ice says
“steep hill and winding curves”
—perfect Porsche roads

¢ Below: On top of Mount
Equinox

town that, unbeknownst to us, has been
overtaken by Outlet stores. No, they did
not erect strip malls, rather, they some-
how took over nearly every beautiful
building in the Downtown area and put
in a high quality outlet store. Armani,

Polo, Timberland, Brooks Brothers and
many others lined the streets. We really
didn’t drive all this way to shop, but I
did pick up a nice jacket at the Timber-
land store out of necessity ( I was so
sure it would be warm outside that I
didn’t bring one).

I was tempted to sign up for the
Official Range Rover school at the
Equinox, but our schedule didn’t allow
for it. For $600 you could spend the
whole day on the mountain behind the
wheel of a ‘Rover with a professional
driver, or $350 for a half day.

An 18 hole championship golf
course, tennis courts, equestrian facili-
ties, and a huge swimming pool are also
what qualify the Equinox as a resort.

(Continued on page 8)



(Continued from page 7) e o
This was also the only place that we
stayed where we ate at the hotel. In
recent years it has been uneventful to
eat almost any meal at a hotel, but
their two restaurants are among the
best in Vermont. The food was abso-
lutely delicious.

The next morning we visited
Hildene which was the home of Robert
Todd Lincoln, Mary and Abraham's
only child to live past the age of 18.
After a successful law career, Robert
built Hildene in order to live out his
later years in the same area that he
spent his childhood summers. A Lin-
coln descendant lived at Hildene con-
tinuously from Robert’s death until
1976. Soon after that it was sold to the
group which now maintains it as a mu-
seum. The home was kept just as it one little Porsche) were
vsfas when Robert. died, eYen though parked next to Ford and
his descendants lived their for many Chevy Pickups. This was
years after. The grounds were spectac-
ular, even without the flowers bloom-
ing in the gardens. The backyard is
especially nice with a view of Mount
Equinox to the west and the Green
Mountains to the south and east.

Benz’s and Saab’s with
New York plates (and

one of my favorite stops 8
in Vermont because it
represented the biggest
dilemma in a Vermonters
life: to welcome the
tourists with open
arms but still hope
to keep their state
“pure.” Many Ver-
mont residents live
a simple life and
work hard to
survive finan-
cially. One hun-
dred years ago
most worked
hard to survive
at all. People in
Vermont are
proud of their
heritage yet
recognize the
need for tourism
in their states

After the Hildene we couldn’t
resist a drive up the toll road to the top
of Mount Equinox. Immediately we
were confronted with steep roads that
seemed to never end, twisting left,
then right, then back again. Finally
making it to the top, we were rewarded
with a view that I won’t soon forget.
On one side of the road were the
Green Mountains and on the other
were the Adirondaks in New York
state. Directly below was the town of
Manchester in all it’s splendor.

Leaving Manchester we trav-
eled north on route 100 ( dubbed a “10
best” scenic drive by Automobile mag-
azine). Stopping in Westin we visited

economy.

Lre Verm_oTn‘ Cour?tr.y Siore, a e Leaving Westin we headed and stuck our arms out like when you
mont trad1t19n. Th1§ s a wgrkmg gen- back up Route 100 zooming up and were a kid and wanted to feel a little
eral store with tourists buying maple over hills, running alongside rock Bitof freedom

syrup and dairy farmers buying sup- filled streams, and navigating turns as TS T————
plies for the coming mox.lths. The meat if it were the Niirburgring. This was 100 we turned on to Route 4 and trav-
nd chere counter Fvided bqth one of the best driving days of the trip eled west into the town of Woodstock
el T theGITS(E and eaceiies for because the sun actually dared to show If you could imagine the perfect little .
the farmers, while outside Mercedes it’s face. We rolled the windows down New England town with the fabulous

8



¢ Top left: Stopping for a rest on
top of Mount Manchester, out-
side of Stowe, VT

¢ Bottom left: It took 3 snapshots
to fit the whole thing in. Moss
Glenn Falls outside of Stowe.

¢ Right: Driving down Mount
Equinox—never got out of 1st
gear!

old homes and quaint downtown area,
then Woodstock would be it. If you ever
make it there and need a place to stay,
the Woodstock Inn is as elegant as they
come. It is also a resort with many of the
same amenities as The Equinox save for
the Land Rover school. Babbling brooks
as well as covered bridges can be found
throughout the town while incredible
residential streets wind their way around
the outskirts.

Our next stop was to visit the
city of Rutland which sits at the base of
Mount Killington, home to some of the
best skiing in New England. It’s also the
home of my Grandmother, an Aunt, and
numerous cousins and second cousins.
We had a beautiful dinner at Royals
Hearthside and took in the Rutland
farmers market the next day where I
actually bought some pickled green

peppers.

We then headed north on route
7 towards Middlebury to visit Middle-
bury College, but first we stopped in
West Cornwall to see the home where
my Mother grew up. As we got out of
our car, a group of people gathered
nearby started to admire the 356. They
thought we had stopped for the yard sale
at the home across the road, but found
out we were here to find my mother’s
childhood home. The owner happened
to be right there and was thrilled to hear
our story. She and her husband Live and
work in New York City and bought the
house as a weekend getaway. Narmeen
and I stayed for a long time as we ex-
changed stories and took pictures. The
views were beautiful looking from both
sides of the house. The owner was even
gracious enough to take some nice shots

of us on the porch and in the front
yard.

On to Middlebury and the
prestigious Campus of Middlebury
College. We quickly discovered that it
was graduation day by the formal
dress of the students and endless
groups of parents that milled about the
town.

The restaurants of course
were packed so we decided to hit a
local grocer that had a deli counter. It
was a cute place with tables out front
to sit and eat your food in the fresh

9

Vermont air. Wouldn’t you know it but
the owners of the store were Arabic.
Narmeen started speaking to them in
their native tongue and they were
amazed! I think we got bigger portions
because of that. It just goes to show you
that Arabic people are merchants
whether they are in Detroit, Michigan or
Middlebury, Vermont!

We then drove over a mountain
pass to get back onto Route 100 to head
north to Stowe. The coupe had no trou-
ble whatsoever climbing these grades
and in fact was quite spirited. Going



¢ Top: The backyard at Hildene,
home of Robert Todd Lincoln.
The home sits on a cliff with a
300ft drop on the other side of a
4ft stone wall

¢ Right: The Equinox resort in
Manchester, VT

(Continued from page 9)

North on 100 we took in the sites and a
few antique stores to boot. Just south of
Stowe Narmeen yelled “look!” as she
spotted a small waterfall on the right
side of the car. Unbeknownst to her I
had spotted a much larger waterfall on
the left and decided to stop the car. She
couldn’t believe that I was actually stop-
ping to get out of the car for such a puny
thing. The look on her face was priceless
as she discovered the larger falls. We
stayed for half an hour and had a great
time.

We had no hotel reservations in
Stowe but hoped we might be able to
stay at the von Trapp Family Lodge on
top of mount Mansfield. Yes, this is the
same von Trapp family from “The
Sound of Music.” They settled in Stowe
after fleeing from Austria because it re-
minded them so much of their home-
land. Unfortunately the Lodge was
booked solid so we found a cozy Inn
right in the heart of Stowe.

The best meal of our trip was
had that night at the Edson Hill Manor.
The Edson Hill Manor is a small resort
halfway up Mount Mansfield in Stowe.

Next time we are in Vermont this is
where we will stay.The restaurant at
the Manor is Country French and al-
though I don’t consider myself to be a
food snob ( I can hole in the wall with
the best of them) this place was ter-
rific. The room had matured beauti-
fully into a comfortable and charming
restaurant with a European flair. The
views were either to the valley below
or the mountains to the east. The ser-
vice was exceptional; by no means
intrusive yet very thorough.

The next morning we at-
tended another farmers market and
shopped in some antique stores. We
also visited the von Trapp Family
Lodge again and made our way to an-
other covered bridge before heading
north on 108 to go up and over Mount
Mansfield.
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Halfway up Mount Mansfield
we stopped at the site of a natural
spring which was the beginning of a
lovely rock filled stream that rumbled
down the side of the mountain. As I
was taking pictures of the spring a
Honda Civic skidded to a halt and out
jumped a young girl with a small
cooler. She made her way over to the
spring, dipped in the cooler, capped
the top and spun around to head for
her car. I asked her if she did this of-
ten. Her reply was that she worked in
Stowe and stopped here every day for
water so she could drink it at work!

On the way down the back
side of the mountain I saw something
that took my breath away. Through the
trees you could see a waterfall that
started at the summit of Mount Mans-
field, bounced off the side of the
mountain two or three times and came
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(Continued from page 10)

to rest in as picturesque a lake at the
base of the mountain as you could imag-
ine. If the leaves had been on the trees it
would not have been visible. I found out
later that you can hike up the front side
of the mountain and reach the spring that
forms this waterfall. Incredible.

Heading further North we made
our way across the border into New
York State. The landscape quickly
changed. Instead of rolling hills and
dairy farms in between the mountains
we now saw beautiful lakes with thriving
little resort towns surrounding them. It’s
amazing how different two bordering
states can be. We made our way to
Saranac Lake and then to Lake Placid,
home of the 1980 Winter Olympics.
Lake Placid is a quaint village that can-
not let go of their Olympic history. Ev-
erywhere are shops filled with Olympic
memorabilia, some of it even “on sale.”
The ski jumps are highly visible and the
outdoor speed skating rink is still where

the Lake Placid High track facility
should be. Nonetheless it is worth the
visit if you get nearby.

We headed south from Lake
Placid on Route 28 to make our way
through the Adirondaks and to start
moving in the direction of Michigan.
These roads are highly recommended
if you have not driven them in a 356.
Hours and hours of ups and downs and
lefts and rights. How could you ever
get tired of this?

We stopped at about 11:00
PM at a motel on New York Route 14
and I-90. Our original plan was to take
I-90 across to Buffalo and then home
through Canada, but when I took a
closer look at the map I realized that
we were just north of Watkins Glenn,
$000.... we went south instead of west,
stopped at a great little diner for
breakfast, drove past miles and miles
of vinyards that thrive along the banks
of Seneca Lake, and zoomed right

into the town of Watkins Glenn. We
walked around town, stopped in a few
antique stores, and had a nice photo ses-
sion on the dock at Seneca Lake.

From there we headed south
into the town of Corning, home of Corn-
ing Glass. I hear the tour is outstanding,
but the closest we got was to drive right
by the factory.

We soon intersected with Penn-
sylvania Route 6 which crosses the
northern part of the state and meanders
through some beautiful mountains and
valleys. This ended up being a huge
bonus to our trip as the drive across
Canada leaves much to be desired. The
only mistake we made was to go through
the Allegheny National Park to head into
Ohio as the speed limit there was only
40 mph and the traffic heavy. Other than
that and the fact that this new way home
added 6 hours onto our trip, it was well
worth it and I look forward to doing it
again soon, this time during fall color. @
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Every so often a friend of mine
goes into his attic and uncovers some
sort of automotive related treasure that's
been hidden away up there for more than
30 years.

My friend is Horst Klose, who
is now in the automotive aftermarket
business. As a young engineer in Cleve-
land he bought both a Convertible D
and a “B” coupe new at the dealership
(Stoddards to be exact). He raced the
“B” and in 1969 was an SCCA national
champion driving an NSU .

One story he tells is about the
time at Mid Ohio that he loaned the
whole front end of his “B” coupe to
Chuck Stoddard. It seems that Horst was
done for the day and the front end of
Stoddards spyder had been damaged.
With Horst’s permission, Chuck’s crew
removed the front end from his car, and
installed it on the spyder. Chuck finished
the race and the crew swapped it back at
the end of the day!

Ever year he shows up without
notice at the Mid Ohio vintage races
after weeks of assuring me he won’t be
able to make it. One year he drank all of
Barb Skirmants’s beer, which prompted
her to post the warning that beer is not
included in the $5 charged for the BBQ!
He speaks with a thick German accent,
tells great jokes, and occasionally leaves
Porsche related stuff from his attic on
my desk.

Its mostly old books and maga-
zines, and sometimes its pretty eye
opening. One time it was a pristine copy
of “Liebe Zu Ihm” ( I know many of you
have already heard that story). Other
times it may be old photos of races at

Jockwise from above: Horst
nd his Convertible D.

‘mula 1 car at Watkins Glenn in
19 . .
_ Mark Donohue (driving) and
Roger Penske.
_ Horst (center) and his “B” at
 Mid Ohio in 1963.

Mid-Ohio, Watkins Glen etc. The last
time it was more old photos and 3
copies of “Automobile Quarterly.”
Wouldn’t you know it but those AQ’s
turned out to be Volume One, Issues
One Two and Three! The forward in
issue One reads in part “...Far too long
the automobile, a long, sleek thing of
beauty, has been cramped and chan-
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neled into the standard, vertical maga-
zine page. In our new, iconoclastic,
horizontal format we will bring into
full perspective the triumphant archi-
tecture of the automobile, pioneering
many new and varied art techniques...”
Thus the shape of the books that many
of you are familiar with.

Horst swears to me that he
has only scraped the tip of the iceberg
when it comes to the stuff in his attic.
Every year he promises that “after tax
time” those home movies of Porsches
racing at the Avus and the Nurbur-
gring in the mid and late fifties are go-
ing to be uncovered . I wouldn’t be at

all surprised. Sebastion
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'1998 Meadow Brook
Holida Up ”ate .

by Barbara Sklrmants

We recently heard from vPorsche (Zars ‘
North Amenca, a,nd they are bringing 6 cars from the -
Museum: #1 roadster, a 718 RS60, a 908-3 Spyder, a

They are also bringing racers Brian Redman, George ’
Follmer, Hurley Haywood, and Vic Elford to drive the

{)ava Hinz has generously voiunteercd to take
care of as&gmng volunteer jobs for the 98 Ho '
list of jobs and times will be printed in the near future.
Call Dave and let him know if you can work for a few
hours, or all day, at some of
is another MCG member throwmg his hat into the ring.

ber is 248»852~.l66

We have also been asked to have 15 cars at the
Clarkston Concours in the Park on Fnday evening. I am
‘counting on our Iocal members to have 15 attendees at

.orgamzers are txymg to bc very helptul to onr needs, so_

cours in the park is an ice cream social chanty event

917 Coupe, a 936 Spyder, and the 962 Rothmans car.

cars at Waterford Hills on Saturday. Fred Schwab, Presi-
dent and CEO of PCNA and Bob Carlson, PCNA Public

the assignments listed. Here  miss some of the activities during the weekend, then

Don’t be shy; give him a call! His daytune phone num-

their event. We are finding that the Meadow Brook

‘and the funds raised goto SCAMP Itis 1mportant that

done, we need someone to takc .thlS on. If you are wary
of helping out with this Holiday because you would

this job is perfect because the work is all done before-
hand' Call me at 810 558- 3692 to volunteer

Please stcp up and help us makc this event a
success The regxstratlon form is on the next page. I'm

Bafbww

————— e e — S



1998 MEADOW BROOK HOLIDAY REGISTRATION FORM
July 30 - August 2, 1998

REGISTRANT- $115.00 postmarked by 6-15-98 $
$165.00 postmarked after 6-15-98 $
CO-REGISTRANT--- $85.00 $

INCLUDES: STOCKED EVENT canvas pocket Goodie Bag with embroidered patches, Admission to Hospitality room, Tick-
ets to Waterford Hills Historic Races, program, and Meadow Brook Concours d’Elegance, Tent, chairs, Continental Break-
fast, and beverage service at Waterford Hills on Saturday, magnetic personalized event license plate, and shuttle service for
later arrivals to and from Waterford Hills Race Track. Also included is your entry to tech sessions, parts swap meet, litera-
ture and model swap meet.

Friday night buffet at Hotel Ballroom X $29.00 $
7:00 to 9:00 PM concurrent with literature model swap meet
Saturday Buffet Lunch at Waterford Hills X $15.00 $ $
Saturday Awards Banquet Hotel Ballroom choice of:
Prime Rib of Beef X $30.00 $
Chargrilled Breast of Chicken Milan X $27.00 $
Salmon En Croute X $28. 00 $
Sunday Buffet Lunch at Meadow Brook X $17.00
$
(all meals include 24 % total of tax and gratuity)
Checks or Money orders from USA BANKS IN US $ TOTAL $
Registrant Member#
Co-Registrant
Address
City ST zip
Daytime Phone( ) Eve Phone ( )
Are you planning to drive your 356 to the Holiday? Yes No
If yes, Year Model Body Style: Color
Will you need space to sell at the Swap Meet Literature Meet
Cancellation Policy DATE PENALTY MEALS
before 06-15-98 10 % of Registration Full Refund
06-15-98 thru 07-15-98 30% of Registration Full Refund
after 07-15-98 40% of Registration NO Refund on

guaranteed meals, unless they can be resold.

Mail with your check or money order PAYABLE TO: 1998 MEADOW BROOK HOLIDAY
DAVID PETERSON, 434 HENDRIE BLVD, ROYAL OAK, MI 48067 questions call

David at 248-547-5875 / fax 248-542-3530 about your registration, misc. questions call
Barbara Skirmants, 810-558-3692 fax 810-558-3616
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BLOCK’S BOOKS
Holiday Specials

356 &550 a Pictorial History (Rassmusen) 25

Porsche Legends (soft) 17
How to make an old Porsche Fly 18
Authenticity Revision 3 20
New Old 356 Calendar 13
356 Registry Technical

and Restoration Guide 18
Driving in it's Finest Form (Conract) 60
lllustrated Porsche Buyers Guide 16

7he Fanatics Cholce

Porsche 356 Carrera (Scrogham) 25
356 Porsche Defined (Johnston) 25
How Come, How To 20
Porsche 356 (Long) 35
VW Now and Forever (Schuler) 25
Porsche 911 Forever Young 60

You'll get Christmas Delivery
if ordered by 12-21-97

Block's Books

423 Hawk High Hill

Metamora, Ml 48455

810-678-3017 e-mail blocklab@aol.com

356 ENTERPRISES
VINTAGE, RACE & BE-PROD.
PARTE & BERVICE

VIC & BARBARA SKIRMANTS
(810) 5758544
FAX (B10) 558-3616

{7244 BY AN ROAD
WARREN, Mt 48082

The Ding Removers
a division of Cabaron Inc.
920 N. Holbrook ¢ Plymouth, MI 48170

We remove parking lot, shopping cart & hail storm dings. etc.
WITHOUT body work or paint work.

Call for an appointment:
ASK FOR BOB (BASHAWATY)

(313) 459-8510 Beeper 451-8372

{omein
Contsmmtal

§£¥§§§¥i§

SEBASTIAN GAETA

oot {313} 8442300

Bl (3133 482- 7133

B4 Toll Froo (BHR) 50580112
FAY 1313} 48285820

BESI LINCOLN-MERCURY
G5 B, Miohigan &
CHERANTL MICHIEBAN 48187

A and Z PLAN SPECIALIST
T CAN LOCATE ALL MAKES OF CARS

RONAL
DINO

BOSCH
NEUSPEED
TECTONICS

Fuel Injsction + Anti Lock Brakes
Exhaust » Air Conditioning « Electrical
Performance « Brakes & Shocks
4 Wheel Alignment » Towing
Rental Cars « Nation Wide Warranty

E-mail: chris@munks . com

810-681-8081

J080 W, Huron (M55 « WATERFORD

810-335-5424

1803 Orohiard Li. Rd » W BLOOMEELD




MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE
4070 BROOKVIEW COURT
ANN ARBOR, MI 48108

AWARD WINNING RESTORATIONS X CUSTOMS

840 East Juddvilile Road S517-723-1365
ODOwosso, Michigan 48867 9468 FAX S517-723-1589




