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Editors Note: By now we are all familiar with the story of

Tom Youk’s death and the national debate that it has inspired. I

for one hope that no matter which side of the issue you happen to
| be on, you will be supportive of Melody in her grief.

| T write this now to explain to you that Tom wrote this story many
months before his death and that we had been planning to publish
it for this year end issue since August. These recent develop-

| ments were as much a surprise to us as they were to you. But they
certainly should not keep us from publishing his story, even at
the risk of appearing opportunistic. His story begins on page 12.
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PRESIDENT’S

- LETTER

FROM GMUND WERKES WEST

s I write this, it is just days
before Thanksgiving. I'd like
you to take a moment or two

: -b.to reflect on the things we
have to be thankful for. Having recently
lost our friend Tom Youk to a traumatic
illness, I’'m thankful for having known
him as a friend and the continuing friend-
ship of his wife, Melody. I’m thankful for
other close friends within the scope of the
Porsche clubs we are involved with. I am
thankful for the measure of health I and
my family have, the love of my wife and
family, the work I am able to do for my
family and friends. The list could get
long and boring, but please don’t take the
life and friends you have for granted one
second longer.

Barbara has a wonderful Holiday Party
planned for us with a new format. The
catered meal and clubhouse at Waterford
Hills Racetrack will allow the ladies to
enjoy the day even more. Don’t forget the
auction either; that’s a great deal of fun.

Sometime in early 1999 we hope to
have a “Winterfest” dinner party for all
of our members We also need members
to bring us ideas for the new year to our
next meeting to be held on January 19th
at the Brass Pointe restaurant, 6:30 for
dinner and the meeting starts after-

wards. This has always been a fun get
together sort of evening, so don’t think
it’s just another stuffy meeting. We in-
vite all of our members to attend.

With the onset of winter, my garage
filled up with project cars. Dick
Beecher has several squacks on his Cab
to be attended to, so we’ve traded cars

for a period. He has my 911. It was dirty,
and he has a passion for very clean cars
and now has my 911 clean and shiny..
No, this was not a plan on part but
WHAT A NICE PERK! Thanks Dick.
Sebastian's sweet little red coupe took
very sick while on a long trip and is visit-
ing us for an ‘“enginectomy”. Dick
McLaughlin has completely disassembled
his recent purchase, and had all of the old
paint removed. The strip job revealed
several rust holes that need prompt atten-
tion before the restoration can proceed.
Most of you know that I went back to
work for GM as a consultant and travel
by air to Savannah, GA 3 days a week. 1
now require a 12 day work week to get
things done. Whew!!

It’s a good life and I can’t complain.
Hope to see all of you real soon.

Ted
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