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From "Liebe zu Ihm" A
winter 356 scene. Note
that the two cars on the
right have solid wheels
while the car on the bot-
tom right has a split
windshield and a
radio antenna. Both cars
on the left have,driving
Iights and slotted wheels
while the top left car also
has leather hood straps.
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ere we are at the end
of another year. As
we look back it was a

successful one for the 356 Motor
Cities Gruppe. We enjoyed well
planned and attended Spring and Fall
tours. The Garage tours always have
good participation. The Gruppe
membership generally supports our
activities. Sometimes the attendance
at our General Membership social
meetings at the Brass Pointe Restau-
rant is disappointing. However, we
have many members who are still
working (unlike me), have family
obligations, are very active in other
organizations and can't always make
our meetings.

Personally, I think our Gruppe
works quite well. There are different
philosophies the way organizations
function. Some clubs are very struc-
tured with much time spent raising
money to build treasuries with equal
time used to agonize over of the use
of the funds. Many rules are estab-
lished to be certain that attendance is
required or you're out. Calendars are
so filled with events that there is lit-
tle time for anything else and eventu-
ally some bum out and drift away.

Our Gruppe seems to operate with
a "low key" approach. The Board
meets when necessary to make deci-
sions on club issues and presents
them to the membership when neces-

sary. Our regular membership meet-
ings are then social ones with mini-
mum time spent discussing details.
Members step up to plan events and
they are well attended with other
members that want to be there. I be-
lieve our somewhat inactive mem-
bers maintain their membership to
receive our great newsletter and
that's OK, because occasionally they

find the time or will travel a long
distance to attend one of our
events. Also, our dues are a real
bargain.

I favor the low key approach al-
though we must admit that at times,
it is good that well organized, dedi-
cated members like Barbara Skir-
mants call to remind me of things
that need attention to keep us on
track, for that I'm grateful.

To keep our Gruppe on track it is
time to elect three trustees fbr
terms that are expiring. A ballot is
included in this newsletter with the
names of four persons that were
nominated for the three open trus-
tee positions. Vote for three posi-
tions and send your ballot to
Gruppe secretary Lanita Dunham
or bring to our annual Christmas
party December 12, 1999. Dick
Beecher is not running for re-
election, however he (I) will con-
tinue as President for one more
year to complete the two year term.

As there are different philoso-
phies regarding club operation the
same goes for the way we use or
enjoy our cars. Some Porsches are

so perfectly restored that they are

not driven for fear of getting them
chipped or dirty. I can't stand not to
drive my cars, however we appreci-
ate cars that are truly "works of art"
and can understand why they are

not driven regularly if that is the
owners decision. We were discuss-
ing the use of our cars one Satur-
day( isn't that what we always talk
about at Neil's on Saturday?) and I
recalled that years ago as an S.C.C.
A. Northeast Michigan Region
member, we held snow-runs. I ran
a rather rarc 7953 Alfa-Romeo alu-
minum bodied coupe over farm

fields in six inches of snow in timed
runs. These courses were not on
roads or even trails, but on fields.
Not only were the courses rough,
they were was cold. The Alfa's
heater was somewhat like a slight
breeze blowing over a candle. To
make the events more fun we often
had them at night. Another popular
winter event were ice runs. The ice
was a bit easier on the car as the ice
on the lake was smooth. I can now
think back on the ice runs and imag-
ine a group of Porsches floating out
to the middle of the lake like Lake
St. Clair ice fisherman. I doubt the

Coast Guard could affect a rescue.
We also participated in road rallies

that ran over a course including sec-

tions that were from the S.C.C.A.
Press On Regardless Rally. These

sections were very rough gravel
roads slightly better than logging
trails. Only once did I subject my
regular family vehicle, a1965
Cortina G.T., to such abuse.

Now I only decide not to drive the
Porsches on rainy days. Please con-
tact me if anyone would like to ar-
range a snow run, ice race or a win-
ter gravel road rally. We will how-
ever, be south the months of Febru-
ary and March.

Whatever your feelings are toward
club operations or the use of your
car, please attend some events, come
to our regular social membership
meetings, plan an event, or contrib-
ute an article to the newsletter when
you can. Also don't miss our annual
Holiday party.

Best Wishes for the Holiday Season

and a Great New Year.

Dick Beecher
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DDCDL{BDN.

l2th-Motor Cities Gruppe Holi-
Party at The Oakland

County Sportsman's Club at the
aterford Hills Race track.

at 3:00 PM. Please call
b Skirmants for more

at 810-558-3692.

Df AB.OH

2lst-Membership Dinner at
the Brass Pointe restaurant on
10 mile and Orchard Lake
Road.
Starts at 6:00 PM.

JfrrrD
TBD-Stoddard all Porsche
Swap Meet

TBD-Mid Ohio Vintage Gran
Prix and Saturday Night BBQ

JIIf,Y
18th-Membership Dinner at
the Brass Pointe restaurant on
10 mile and Orchard Lake
Road.
Starts at 6:00 PM.

T.DBR.IIAN.Y

TBD-Winter Dinner. More
info to follow.

Lf AY

l6th-Membership Dinner at
the Brass Pointe restaurant on
10 mile and Orchard Lake
Road.
Starts at 6:00 PM.

TBD- Spring Tour

AIIGIIST

TBD-Family Picnic

l8th-Membership Dinner at
the Brass Pointe restaurant on
10 mile and Orchard Lake
Road.
Starts at 6:00 PM.

APN.If,

(DPDIT

L[(DTON. OITIDS GB.IIPPD OAf,DIIDAN.
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The Skirmants' and the Downey's stop for a great "vintage look" photo opportunity at
Randy's Service in Traverse City

She later passed us without my
knowledge when the Gruppe stopped
at a rest area about an hour after first
leaving. I only discovered this when
we all passed her back as she was
getting a ticket about 5 miles north of
our stop. The chase car was back with
us at the next gas station and we were
whole once more.

After meeting some friends in Trav-
erse City we were now on to Elk
Rapids and Pearl's restaurant fbr
lunch.

We then drove to Ellsworth, MI
through some beautiful back roads to
Time M achine s, the restoration facil-
ity owned by Gruppe member David
Draper. Let me tell you, this place is
fantastic. The cleanliness of the shop
area and quality of equipment alone
speak of the kind of work they do.
The place was lousy with desirable
sports cars. We had a great tour and
although there was only one Porsche
there, it was a good one to have. It
was Dave's 550 Spyder which may
be familiar to you as he was kind
enough to show it at our '95 Eyes on
Design and'98 Meadow Brook
events. Thanks to their shop manager
John Wagner and Dave's nephew,
Chad Draper, for taking time out of
their Saturday to show us their place.

As we were preparing to leave, Tord
Smedberg carjacked my "C" coupe
and forced me to drive his Ferrari to
Harbor Springs. I guess after selling
his Speedster it was too much for him
to see all those 356's in one place. I
felt a bit sorry for him so I handed
him my keys. Wow. I used to think
my 911 was a skateboard. That thing
was a rocket under my butt. I could
never own one though, as I found out
the next day. Fast forward to the end
of the trip and the way home. I real-
ized after I got a flat tire that my
brother in-law, Johnny, had put my
356's jack and lugwrench in my Ghia
convertible when he took it on a trip.

his years Fall color tour
was a "back to our
roots" sort of thing. It

was an overnight event like the Fall
tours of the early days of our Gruppe.
Our meeting place was in Flint, MI
on Saturday October 9th, but our des-
tination was Harbor Springs.

We got off to an auspicious start as

my wife Narmeen, in the chase vehi-
cle (Minivan), followed Richard
Hinson and Bob Count out of the

Parking lot and onto the interstate.
The only problem was that Richard
and Bob were only there that mom-
ing to see us off and were actually
on their way home. So, as Narmeen,
my mother and two daughters
headed south, the Gruppe headed
north. I did not see her in my rear-
view mirror as we all pulled onto I-
75 and figured that shejust got a
slow start. She knew where we
were going, so everything would be
ok, I thought, as we tooled along.

1999 Gruppe Up
North lbur

By Sebastian Gaeta
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Not realizing I was going on this tour
and that the Ghia already had the nec-

essary equipment, off he went with two
complete sets of jack, handle and lug-
wrench. Luckily, Tord and Carmen
were following close behind when the
flat tire occurred. It was also then that I
discovered why I could never own a
Ferrari: 1) No spare tire.2) No jack. 3)
Yup, no lug wrench. But it does have
this neat tool kit (no 19mm wrench in
it, though) which is calfskin leather
with a crushed velvet lining and in-
cludes, among not many other things, a

can of what is essentially Italian im-
ported "Fix-A-FIat". Apparently my
Italian brethren are not worried about a
shredded tire or bent wheel, but since I
am prone to just about anything on the
road, I need all of the above.

Back to the story. We made our way
from Time Machines through Charle-

voix, north along the lake and into
Harbor Springs. Unfortunately, fog
prevented us from seeing much of
Lake Michigan on this leg of the
tour, but it didn't dwindle our en-

thusiasm. As we were turning into
our hotel, The Colonial Inn,I spot-
ted a silver 356 coupe about four
blocks away from us. I figured that
it was someone who was joining us

late, but neither the owner(s) nor the

coupe ever posted. Anyway, if this
sounds like it was you, I'm sorry
you missed the remainder of the
weekend.

We arrived at the Colonial Inn
about two hours before our dinner
reservations at the "New York Res-

taurant" which gave us plenty of
time to relax and explore the town a
bit. For the few of you who have
never been there, Harbor Springs is

a quaint little village right on the

shore. It has as picturesque a down-
town area as you'll find in Michigan
with streets facing the bay lined with
big, beautiful, summer homes, and

more sailboats than you can shake a
stick at.

Dinner was great and a few of our
Gruppe finished the evening across

the street at Bar Harbor.

The next moming we shoved off at
10:00 AM to finish our weekend tour,

Our drive took us up Michigan route
119, a meandering scenic road that
runs high above Lake Michigan all
the while treating us to some unbe-
lievable views. 119 is the perfect
twisty-turny up and down, this way
and that way road that seems to have
been built just for our 356's. We
made a stop in Good Hart to stretch

AUSPUFF 8 ROAR



our legs a bit when a few people split off to head

home early. Those of us that stayed on course to-
wards Mackinaw City were treated to more won-
derful driving roads, they just weren't all along the

water. The color was in full bloom and this part of
the drive afforded us the peep at the trees we had

all pretended to come for.

Even though the flat tire was yet to come, the entire
trip was as enjoyable as any I could remember. Per-

haps this will jump start the old tradition of the Mo-
tor Cities Griippe ovemight tours in the future. If
so, don't miss the next one.

9



Bill
Toburen's
summer
garage
tour

Tom Kearns'
Railway Car tour

on
Ferry Porsche's
birthday, L999
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Thanks For your Patience

You've heard or read how great the Yokohama A32l tire has been performing for some of your friends driving 356

Porsches. It provides a comfortable, quiet, grippy ride and fills the wheel well which gives your car a great look.
The word-of-mouth his been extraordinary and our phones have been very busy since last spring. As a result, I
placed a large order to accommodate the interest that had been generated by an article in Auspuff Roar for Motor
Cities Gruppe members.

Obviously many of you contacted your far-flung friends and told them about the tire too. That helped provoke a

"run". The demand for the tire has been so great nationwide that the available supply was exhausted rather quickly.
When quantities were exhausted rumors spread that the tire was going out of production . They're not going out of
production.

Yokohama has had to reschedule production of the A321,185170 VR 15 several times because of the extraordinary
demand for their other perforrnance products.

In early November I was told by Yokohama management that the ,4.321 is scheduled for production in the next few
weeks and will be available after the first of the year.

To thank you for your patience, I will be offering free life-time wheel balancing when you take delivery of a
mounted set. Thanks to Ted Dunham, Neil Goldberg and Sebastian Gaeta,I've located a 356 drum brake wheel
hub which now allows us to mount any 356 wheel, whether disc or drum, to our high speed balancing machine and

balance your wheels and tires properly.

Many of you know that we also have an extensive affay of specialty wheels for the enthusiast. I'm pleased to share

that we are a source for the 4.5'x 15" and 5.5" x 15" Brazilian chrome wheels at a very reasonable price that gives

your 356 an extraordinary look. There will be a special price for the wheel and tire package for Motor Cities
Gruppe members.

My profound thanks for your continuing patience. Obviously we had hoped to have installed a set of Yokohama
ajZl tires on your 356 Porsche by now. But you'll have them on for the first ride in the new year. May, I encour-
age you to place your order at your earliest convenience if you haven't already done so, We're keeping a list.

Have a nice holiday.

Cordially

John Schwartzenberger

Manager
Discount Tire - Novi
42990 Grand RiverAve.
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 347-150r
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trip to the Grand
Prix Festival held at
Watkins Glen was

the fourth that Dave & Mary
Hinz have organized. Each year
a few more notice the clever
window decals that Hinz custom
designs and bestows only to the
participants. To get one you're
required to roll out at the crack-
of-sparrows; meet in Lake Orion
for the trip through Canada over
to the finger lakes; then head

south at Geneva to Watkins
Glen which is situated on the
bottom of Seneca Lake.

Ironically, the trip is made to
support the vintage racers in
the Motor Cities Gruppe-Vic
Skirmants, John Chatley, Don
Munoz, Lane Mally, Bill
Hallandal, Lou Livengood and
Tom Downey, whether they
make the trip or not-but this
year only a few cheerleaders
made the trip to the track.
Some heard that the ticket
prices had climbed to $50 a
day (truth was it was only $30)
others got waylaid by the many
activities in the area that sup-
port the Grand Prix Festival.

In fact, out of the sixteen who
signed on for the trip east, four

had entered the Watkins Glen
Concours in the Park. And be-
ing experienced Qtip fanatics,
the Porsches walked off with
the lion's share of the awards.
This makes two years in a row
that our gang has walked away
with lots of awards. The 1o-

cals, who are largely from the
English car ranks, were ran-
kled. There were indeed some
very, very nice cars on display.
To have 4OVo of the awards go
to Porsche 356s shows how
beautifully our cars were pre-
pared. I overheard some of the
judges talking about Ted
Dunham's yellow Carrera GT
Coupe facsimile, they ac-
knowledged that it deserved to
win but they just couldn't give
5O7o of the awards to those
damn Porsche guys from
Michigan. Oh well.

This particular Watkins Glen
vintage event, The Ikepod
Grand Prix Festival, has gotten
like the Monterey Historics
with so many support activities
that many go to the track, get
distracted visiting with old
friends and never watch a
whole race. Others polish or
tour the back roads looking for
antiques and brica-brac or bar-
gains from the many vineyards
in the area. Those who were
exploring the back roads
missed an extraordinary per-
formance by Vic Skirmants.

Our trip there was relatively
uneventful. My Conv D has
been having starting problems,
but it eventually would fire up.
Dunham with his massaged
914 engine consumed a bit
more gas than the rest and he
was on fumes when we crossed

And the
mechanical

wizards stepped
up again

By Richard Hinson

AUSPUFF 12 ROAR
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Previous Page: Cover of the
1999 Watkins Glen Grandf
Prix Festival Pr,ogram show-
ing the winning form of the
'Gator 50 years ago. Right:
Bill Green at the wheel of the
car at this years 50th anniver-
sary evenl

clocked the fastest lap ofthe race, and a
new overall lap record, of 75.38 mph.

The Alligator was raced at Boca Raton,
FIia-, and again atBridgehampton, be-

fore retuming to the Glen. At the Mt
Equinox Hill Climb inVermont Sam

Collier also set arecord time that stood
for many years.

Star of '99 Festval is 649 winning Ardent Alligator

In 1950 the car was again entered bY

Miles in The Seneca Cup, claiming
third overall in spite of finishing with
only high gear. The carwas notpermit-
ted to enter the GrandPrix since FIA
rules then required a spare wheel, and
there was nowhere to mount one on the

Alligator.

byBILLGREEN
One of the most famous cars to race at
the Glen is the Ford-Riley C Ardent
Alligator, which won the 1949 Watkins
Glen GrandPrix withMles Collier at

the wheel.
The Alligator began life in 1929 n
England as an 1100c9 55 hp. Riley-
Brooklands. Purchased in l934by
Miles Collier, he and brother Sam
raced it in the U.S. in 1934 and 1935 in
races sponsored by the Automobile
Racing Club of America (ARCA).
Stored until 1939, the car was then re-
bodied and a 239 C.I. Ford engine was
installed.
Althougb blue today, the car then was
painted alight green similar to the
color of an alligator from which it got
its name. Among thevarious defini-
tions of the word "ardentn'one can as-

sume that passionate or fierce were
broughto mind.

mile) Se,neca Cup, and fte 15-lap (99-
mile) GrandPrix. The 1949 Seneca

Cup was the first time a Lelvlans start

was used at Watkins Glen. Wittr their
mounts lined up at a 45-degree angle
along one side ofthe road at the drop
of the green flag the drivers were ne-

quired to dash to their cars from the
opposite side of the roa{ buckle in,
start the car and be on their way as fast
as possible.

Watkins Glen Grand Prix founder
Cameron Argetsinger purchased the car

and entered it in the ill-fated 1952

Grand Prix, which was never com-
pleted due to a fatal accident. The car
was next sold to George Rabe, who
raced it at the "new" track at Watkins
Glen in 1954 and 1955. In the mid-
'60s, the Alligator was damaged in a
fire while owned by J.D. Engleheart.
The car then passed to Bill Ol)onnell,
who began restoration work, and was

driven in avintage race byDonlef-
ferts.

Starting positions within each class
were determinedby drawingfrom a
hat. There were no official p,ractices or
time-tials.

World War tr resulted in yet another
period in storage, after which the car
was paintedred, with yellow wheels,

and was raced in 1949 by Mles at

Bridgeharnpton, Longlsland. Miles
next entered the 1949 Watkins Glen
Grand Prix in both the 4-lap (24..G

Dicing with Briggs Cunningham tr in
his 166Inter Ferrari and George Rob-
erts in Cunningham's Bu-Merc, Collier
steadily workedhis way into thirdplace
overall on the third lap. After amanda-
tory pit stop, Crmningham Ie4 with
Roberts a close second. Collier caught
and passed Roberts just after Archie
Smith's Comer. Looming large in Cun-
ningham's rear-view mirror, Collier
passed Cumingham just before Mil-
liken's Corner and went on to win the
Grand Prix. Collier's winning speed

was arecord 68.46 mph. He also

Present owne,r, PeterMcManus, has

completed restoration of the Alligator
and has retumed it to the Glen anum-
ber of times, including the 1998 50th
anniversary of racing atWatkins Glen
and the re-birth of road racing in Amer-
ica.

We are proud and deligbted to honor
the Ardent Alligator on the 50th anni-
versary of its Warkins Glen Cirand Prix
victo,ry.

back into the USA. With our
string of eight vehicles including
one pulling a trailer and the
ubiquitous road construction, we
managed to lose the Mclaugh-
lins driving their 318i BMW
shortly after we left the gas stop,

but they magically reappeared
some thirty minutes later. Thank
goodness the trip map put to-
gether by Dennis Denyer was
very complete.
But on Friday night coming back
from dinner the mechanical

gremlins landed in force.

Dave and Mary Hinz were driv-
ing the gutsy silver Carrera
Coupe that Neil Goldberg and
Ted Dunham crafted. The Skir-
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mants engine has a compression
ratio of 10.25:1, puts out about
125 -130 horsepower. It has a
wonderfully nasty sounding ex-
haust, five-point harness, Speed-
ster seats and goes like the ham-
mers-of-hell when you get it
fired up. But the damn thing al-
ways has been hard to crank.
The new Optima battery really
has to work hard. And even then
you're saying prayers.

We had enjoyed a leisurely din-
ner overlooking a marina on the
north side of Watkins Glen. A
fresh wind was whipping the
marina flags out of the north.
Hurricane Floyd was something
we were following on the
Weather Channel. Watkins Glen
was being promised a cool, clear
day on Saturday to explore, tour,
shop or go to the races. Spirits
were up. It's amazing how a
glass of wine, a martini or a cou-
ple of margaritas could put you
in a real positive frame of refer-
ence.
The walk back to the Concours

in the Park site where Hinz,
Dunham and the Denyer broth-
ers had parked their cars was
exhilarating, especially with all
the different music wafting
down the street-j azz, re59ae,
and fifties stuff. It was dark,
and there was talk about going
back to Rainbow Cove Inn and
light a bonfire near the water
and open a couple of bottles of
the wine that had been pur-
chased at the Glenora Winery.
Hinz, good host that he is,
thought he'd stop off to buy a
couple more of bottles so that
everyone could have something
to warm them up. Peterson and
I, non-Concours hangers-on,
had been relegated to parking
down a side street and sus-
pected those rascals were going
to peel off and leave us to find
our way back. It would be the
blind-leadin g-the-blind.

The town was jammed with
revelers so the normal route out
of town was blocked off. Like
Lemmings a few of us wove

through the side streets trying
to get by the crowds. Hinz and
Dunham went south [o go
north. On the way out of town,
by happenstance and impa-
tience I was leading the Peter-
sons, Dennis and John Denyer
and the Mclaughlins.

I mean we weren't 3 miles out
of town when I noted the lights
of the car behind me -whom I
thought were the Petersons in
their Cabriolet-were looking
awfully puny. At 5 miles they
looked like a bathroom night-
light. Hmmm, should I stop, or
keep going. We continued on
our way via a very back road to
find our turnoff to the Rainbow
Cove Inn. This was my first
trip back to Watkins Glen since
the '70s, I'm definitely the
wrong guy to lead the way.
There were three routes into
the Rainbow Cove Inn and I
couldn't recall a sign except on
the far north side. All I re-
membered was that it was
about 22 miles from town to
the motel. Unfortunately, the
lights to my speedometer and
odometer weren't working.

All of a sudden the lights on
the car behind me switched off.
And the car behind them turned
on their bright lights. Peterson
is in trouble. So I slowed
down for two reasons-so
whomever could see the road
from my lights and I might
spot a familiar landmark to turn
off to find the motel.

I eventually pulled into a Ma &
Pa type motel to ask directions
expecting them to follow me
in, only to watch John Denyer
pass Dennis Denyer and they
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kept on chugging. Momentum
was the watchword. It was Den-
nis in his pristine Champagne
Yellow SC Coupe that was in
trouble.

Back in the motel parking lot,
which was lit by a 100W flood,
we discovered that Denyer was
having serious problems. And to
make matters worse, neither
Dunham nor Dave Hinz had ar-
rived. Peterson was nursing some

shifting problems. And I couldn't
restart my car. Jesus wept, what's
going on here. Wait, here comes
Dunham but no Hrnz. John, get
on your cell phone and call Hinz.
What no phone? Misplaced your
new phone? Mary call Dave.
What no answer?

Above: ftom L to R: Lanita Dunham, Dennis Denyer, Barbara Peterson, Sue Denyer, an

unidentified friend, Vic Rivera, Mary Hinz. In the background you can see John Denyer,

Hinson and Ted Dunham checking out a Speedster. Below: Dave and Mary Hinz in their

newly aquired GT replica leading Ted zurd Lanita Dunham in theirs in downtown Wat-

kins Glenn. Previous page: Dennis Denyer preparing his car for the Concours.

Forty minutes later we made con-
tact with Hinz and discovered that
he couldn't keep the coupe going
so it was re-hook up the trailer to
the Yukon and schlepp back and
pick up our Tour Director. We
could also scour the Concours site
for Denyer's cell phone. When
the phone search turned futile,
Denyer's good friends suggested
that it was being used by a
friendly drug dealer to run up a
large bill. After all Denyer has

the plan with unlimited calls to
anywhere in the world. So it was
off to the police station to see if it
had been turned in. Foiled again.
Time to cancel the phone service.
By now it was pushing llpm.

Back at the parking lot, the wives,
listening to more car talk as the
mechanics mulled the fate of what
to do next, weren't exactlY send-
ing signals that they hoped that
the husbands brought their Via-
gra. Wisely, the final decision to
cannibalize Hinz's car for various

parts was to be left until morn-
ing when we could see and the
alcohol wore off.

Early Saturday morning I tried
to get the Conv D started. I
flooded it. The resulting back-
fire sounded like a 45 going
off. You can imagine hearing
backfire five times before 8am
I was real popular. Especially
with the Petersons and
Dunhams. My car was parked

just outside their room. The
couple next to them from New
York slept through it all. They
said later that it reminded them
of home. This was the day
when we were going to shuffle
off in several directions, all,
that is, except Ted Dunham
and Dennis Denyer. As the en-
tourage was pulling out of the
parking lot, Mary Hinz said
from the Yukon, "The trailer's
open, take what you need."
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From Concours car to parts car
in less than a day and your wife
is graciously giving away the
parts.

The ladies went shopping, the
guys wisely took them wherever
they wanted to go. This was not
the time to have the ladies grum-
bling about those damn cars.
Especially Hinz whose eyes mist
over when he talks about driving
an old Alfa down the corkscrew
at Leguna Seca. just in case he
has squirreled away a driver's
suit, helmet and Nomex gloves
and honed his skills at a few
driving schools.

We left Dunham removing the
voltage regulator then the gen-
erator from Hinz' car putting it
in Dennis Denyer's car. They
were ready to boogie when the
ladies came to unload their pur-
chases at about 11:30am. You
would have thought that Father
Dunham had joined the "Order
of St. Christopher" in his quest
to keep us going. Over the
weekend he spent the better part
of 8 hours on his knees with his
head buried in an engine com-
partment, under a dash or prob-
ing a transmission tunnel.
He got my car going. But he
was the only one who could get

it started. The fix lies in either
the miracle of contact spray or
replacing the ignition switch.
He suggested a fix for the
Petersons. He sorted through
possible solutions for Hinz
tweaking a few things which
got the car starting much easier
than before.

The trip back on Sunday was
top down for the open cars.
Sunny and warm. We left a
day early because of travel
commitments of some. But
there still was another adven-
ture ahead ofus.

John Denyer had recommended
that we stop at Niagara on the
Lake to get some lunch, listen
to the bagpipes and mingle
with the crowds who came to
shop or go to the Shaw Festi-
val. It's a great town to indulge
your hungers. The dollar was
$1.50 Canadian so the shop-
ping was very tempting. Beau-
tifully knitted wool Irish and
Scottish cashmere sweaters-
knock ll3 off. That made them
just a little bit more expensive
than the Z-ply cashmere you
can get from Land's End.

The Petersons have made the
trek to Niagara on the Lake fre-

quently for the plays, to shop
and stay in one of the many pic-
ture-book Bed & Breakfasts or
quaint hotels. It had lots of posi-
tive energy and things happen-
ing. We all thought it was a de-
lightful place to spend a week-
end.

Even with our mechanical sna-
fus, it was a great trip. Hinz, the
Tour Director, let Jeff and Helen
Ripley from Rainbow Cove Inn
know they should save a block
of rooms for next year. There's
lots to do beyond the racing as
we discovered this year. We
also discovered that there was a
lot going on at the track too. Let
him know if you want to partici-
pate because the block of rooms
go fast.

Oh, one more thing ... Father
Dunham-whom we're petitioning
for sainthood- asks that you have
your cars prepared for long dis-
tance travel. Don't ignore the
warning lights. Have the igni-
tion switches, voltage regulators,
generators, distributors, tune
ups, and shifting mechanisms
done before we head out, he
would like to spend more time
with his wife.

TAGGART'S
CONCOURSE INTERIORS

Complete lnterior Refurbishing

Russ Toggort
(2481 684-1561

Speciolizing in Vintoge Porsche.
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TORATION
RAM

developed by':Peter K. Pleitner
for

College
Year

First year program will offer: Several weekend seminars
One l"4-week winter semester evening course * Spring/summer
week-long workshops

This new program will build upon and extend the automotive technology and body repair teaching strengths and
facilities at Washtenaw Community College, and draw upon their extensive welding and machine shop facility
and course offerings. It will evolve from a focus on the research. management, and hands-on skills development
needs of the hobbyist/owner/restorer, [o eventually include a knowledge and program.

Weekend seminars will generally include: An introduction to the resources available at Washtenaw Community
College; an overview of various restoration goals and standards, research srategies. project assessment and seg-
mentation into do-it-yourself and subcontracting elements; an introduction to performing those elements of a res-
toration project which can easily be per{ormed by a beginner; project management and organizational skills; ser-
vice quality assessment, a discussion of suppliers and local resources- and numerous questions/answer and shar-
ing of knowledge opportunities.

The semester-length evening course will incorporate the seminar subjects while emphasizing lectures coordi-
nated with hands-on insffuction relevant to many of the elements of a restoration project. Bench-top projects and
short in-shop restoration can be performed on site by the students. Field trips to restoration shops,
suppliers, and will be incorporated into the overall prograrn offering. Every effort will be made
to have one to two representative projects on site for illusffation and dernbnstration purposes.

Week-long workshops will focus on one or more compatible elements of a restoration project including field
trips when applicable such as: Rust and minor body repair and sheet metal welding; preparation for painting and
component level painting- upholstery, glass and trim; brakes and suspension; introduction to classic carlcoach
built body reconstruction (will include day-long field trips)- electrical and fuel systems; and introduction to en-
gine condition assessment and rebuilding. Car clubs are also invited to organize and sponsor workshops which
are focused on their club's type of automobile and restoration interests.

For current information contact Peter K. Pleitner at:

2017,IIilI.Street, Ann Arbor, MI USA
E-mail pleitner@dundee.net. Telephone'1341668-W87, Fax 7341668-0087, ext. #99



By Sebastian Gaeta
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I, ,ro, many people in Europe
found themselves in a situation they
never dreamed could happen. One
particular subject pertinent to our
interests, the Stuttgart design offices
of Porsche had even been forced to
move to a far corner of Austria, the
small town of Gmtind in Carinthia.
The history of Porsche as a Car
manufacturer really began in
Gmtind.

It seemed very unlikely that automo-
biles would be built or sold again in
the very earliest days. The Volks-
wagen plant in far-off Wolfsburg
was largely destroyed, and anything
left of Germany's automobile pro-
duction facilities was threatened
with dismantling.
What a handful of engineers and me-

chanics somewhere in Austria ac-

complished during these few short
years was nothing short of a mira-
cle.

How did Porsche get to Gmtind?
Relocation had been ordered in
1944 by the office of armaments
minister Speer, when the Stuttgart
area was considered too dangerous
from the air raid aspect. Professor
Porsche had already convinced
himself of the effects air raids
might have. Taking along some
colleagues, he had driven to the
burning town of Mainz following a

nighttime attack. What they saw
confirmed that the relocation deci-
sion was the right one. The first
attacks on Stuttgart came shortly
thereafter. The German Govern-
ment originally wanted to relocate
the company to Czechoslovakia,
but the Porsche family firmly de-

clined to accept this idea as if they
knew of what was to come there.
"When I heard that," said Ferry Por-
sche, "I set out to block it. That
would have been the end for us."
Then they searched Austria - and
were successful. They were offered
a glider landing field in Zell am See,

not far from the family's property,
and the Holzwerke Meinecke, a saw-
mill in Gmund. "In those uncertain
times the best solution seemed to me
to divide the entire inventory into
three parts: with a third each in
Stuttgart, Zell and Gmund. One of
them would hopefully survive after
the war was lost."

The relocation was quickly carried
out. In Gmiind, temporary quarters
were built for the staff, walls were
fitted into the open sheds of the saw-
mill which belonged to a Berliner
named Willi Meinecke, so these
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could be used as temporary produc-
tion areas.

Ghislaine Kaes, private secretary to
the professor and Ferry Porsche's
first cousin, reported: "The first 30
railroad cars arrived in Spittal on the
Drau in June 1944, bringing drawing
boards and other materials from
Stuttgart. Pfeiffhofer, a moving firm
in Gmund, received a contract to
haul the shipment to Kamerau. In
July and August the first staff mem-
bers arrived in Gmiind, including
Erwin Kommenda, head of body de-
velopment and Leopold Schmid, who
had developed the Porsche gearbox with
the 'magic ring' synchromesh. Miss El-
friede Goesseringer, a relation of the
head of the experimental depart-
ment, engineer Emil Rupilius, joined
the firm as an apprentice but was
soon general secretary for the firm.
Four years later she married one of
the young engineers, Ernst Fuhr-
mann, father of the 4-cam engine
and future President of the firm.

Previous Page: Ferry Porsche's supercharged
VW Cabriolet leaves the grounds of the saw-
mill which housed the Porsche firm in the late
'40s

Below: Studio photo of Porsche fH001

During August and September the
firm's leading employees, men like
Chief Engineer Karl Rabe, head of
finance Johann Kern and Emil
Soukup, head of the patent divi-
sion, arrived. They lived at first in
the Hotel Sonne and other inns
around the village. Professor Por-
sche visited Gmiind twice and
stayed three nights at the Hotel
Sonne each time." The entire de-
sign office could again begin work
in Gmtind after a short time. Ap-
proximately two thirds of the ex-
perimental construction side with
its installations had been relocated.
Meanwhile, back in Zuffenhausen
a wayward bomb flew through the
yard and into the cellar of today's
repair department, destroying the
parts department and a major por-
tion of the archives which had been
moved there. Porsche remained un-
disturbed in Gmtind to the end of
the war - it turned out later that the
relocation had not been noticed by
allied intelligence services !

Communications and traffic con-
nections with far-off Gmtind were
not particularly good. Luckily, the
test drivers already knew the area,
some from the Austro Daimler era,

since the Katschberg road leads to
Gmiind. It is one of the steepest
pass roads in the world, one still
used on occasion today by test
teams. However, most traffic these
days uses the Tauern Autobahn.

The first project they worked on in
Gmiind was to improve the "miracle
weapon" named Vl, a winged bomb
which was to be fired at London
from bases in northern France and
Holland. At first they attempted to
improve range and speed, then a jet
power plant was developed to re-
place the pulse engine. A turbine
drive unit for tanks was also created
in the final months of the war. The
air-cooled, 12-cylinder diesel tank
engine was already developed and
running experimentally in Vienna -

it was Porsche's first, and also its
last, tank engine. The prototype
later went to the Soviet Union.

Work didn't stop there in Gmiind
There were vehicles to be repaired,
particularly VW Ktibelwagens
which had belonged to the army.
They also set to work immediately
on building farming equipment.
Various experimental tractors were
already developed in those first
months.

During occupation, the Americans
didn't cause any trouble - one of the
responsible officers was a Chrysler
engineer whom Ferdinand Porsche
had met personally during his US
trip in 1936. Another was a race en-
thusiast and therefore a Porsche fan.
"It was more as if friends had come
than victors," Ferry Porsche later
said The unpleasantness came from
another side: unjustified accusations
leading to the arrest of Prof Ferdi-
nand Porsche and Dr Anton Piech.
Ferry Porsche was also arrested but
after three months of imprisonment
in Bad Rippoldsau in the Black For-
est he was set free again. He arrived
back in Gmiind in July 1946, follow-
ing a harrowing crossing of the zone
border as Carinthia was then in the
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British zone of Austria.
"Now I had to try and find work
again for the design office and ex-
perimental shops. We signed a rep-
resentation contract for Italy with
two old friends, engineers Rudolf
Hruska and Carlo Abarth. Hruska,
later Technical Director of Alfa Ro-
meo, had worked for us in the pre-
war era. Abarth, who later became
famous as a tuner and sports car
builder, came from Vienna and had
been in our circle of acquaintances
there. Contact with Piero Dusio, a
businessman and car enthusiast from
Turin, was established through them.
Dusio had built an 1100 cc race car
under the Cisitalia name and now
planned a racer to suit the then-valid
Grand Prix formula of 1.5 liters with

supercharging. We were given the
contract to design this car."

Thus began one of the most inter-
esting Porsche projects of the post-
war era, the Cisitalia GP racing
car. This order had great impor-
tance for Porsche for various rea-
sons. Thanks to it the ransom of
one million French francs could be
raised which the French demanded
before releasing Professor Porsche.
The money was transferred directly
from Italy to France. Freedom of
movement also improved through
this Dusio contract. At first Por-
sche was still considered a German
firm but after the mild threat was
made that they would move to It-
aly, they were recognized as Aus-

Above: A letter of permission from the

occupying British Army for Ferry Por-
sche and Ghislaine Kaes to travel from
Gmiind to Wolfsburg. Top Left:
Ferry Porsche and an unidentified man
(Nooo! That is not his father, as he is

often
mistaken for in many British 356
books showing this picture) oversee
completion of the first coupe chassis

built in Gmtind. Bottom Left: The

original wooden buck that was used to
hand form the aluminum coupe bodies.

The Cisitalia racing car was a pure
design contract as the cN itself
would be built in Turin. Ferry Por-
sche asked former Auto Union race
engineer Prof Robert Eberan Eber-
horst if he would take over supervi-
sion of construction for this car.
Eberan agreed immediately and vis-
ited Gmiind to get to know the pro-
ject. Although this Cisitalia racer
never started in a Grand Prix, it be-
came legendary because it was one
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forces. Ferry Porsche's sister Louise
Piech became the nominal owner
and Karl Rabe the business manager
since both were Austrian. Some of
their earlier difficulties were elimi-
nated by this change.



of the most advanced designs for its
time ever seen in automobile racing:
a mid-engined race car with 12 cyl-
inder boxer engine and four-wheel
drive. This design. new in every as-
pect, was extremely light and was
designed to produce 350 HP at
10,500 rpm. The prototypes built
then still exist. Another Cisitalia
project remained on paper, however.
It was to be a four-seat, six-cylinder,
rear-engined sports car with torque
converter. When Dusio ran out of
money, all work had to be stopped.
Yet Porsche's contract with this Ital-
ian who so loved experimentation
marked the beginning of a new era.

project which
seemed insignificant to begin with
proved one with far more impact on
their future. This was that sports car
with Volkswagen engine which was
listed in the Porsche register of de-
signs under the number 356. "One
can state quite frankly," Ferry Por-
sche later said, "that the impetus
came through Cisitalia. This firm
was then building a small sports car
with Fiat engine. I told myself, why
shouldn't we be able to do the same
thing with VW parts? We had al-
ready done a similar job before the
war, with the Berlin-Rome car, and
during the war I had fitted my own
VW Cabrio with a supercharged en-
gine originally developed as a sta-
tionary engine for high-altitude op-
eration. This produced 45 HP with
Roots blower and with it I became
the first VW tuner, in a manner of
speaking."

The first 356, with its tubular frame
and boxer engine ahead of the rear
axle, started a design tradition of
Porsche cars from the fifties Spy-
ders to the seventies 914s to the
eighties race cars to the new Boxter.
Engine, gearbox, suspension, and
steering came from the Volkswagen.
Due to production considerations the

second car received a unibody de-
sign with aluminum skin. The
placement of the engine was re-
versed because they decided that a
coupe with rear seats would sell
better than a two-seat roadster. Re-
locating the engine behind the rear
axle line provided the necessary
space for the seats.

Top: Some members of the firm pose for
the camera. Back row I to r: Paul Emst,
Leopold Schmid, Edwald Mazelt, Richard
Hetmann and Hans Chabek. Seated I to r:
Wilhelm Gasteig, Hen Ital, Herr Herzogg
and Wolfgang Eyb. Below: The first coupe
in the foreground with #001 behind it. In-
set: Highly modified VW engine used in
the first Coupe.

They only began to think of sales
after the new car surpassed all ex-
pectations in performance and driv-
ing qualities. "When Prof Eberan
visited us one day I took him along
for a road test on the Katschberg.
He was particularly impressed with
the acceleration and thought this 356
could be a great success, a hit so to
speak, provided we could find the
capital for production. We found a
sponsor in the person of Herr von
Senger from Ztirich who advanced
the money in return for a contract as

importer for Switzerland. He also
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established connections with the
Swiss VW network - which was
AMAG even then. We received
VW parts and body metal from
them. We were only allowed to
import such things under the condi-
tion that we would export the fin-
ished cars again, thus providing
hard currency for Austria. At that
time we could not get any pans di-
rectly from the Volkswagen fac-
tory. They were building cars for
the British occupation forces in
Wolfsburg after the war. In 1948
the situation at VW had already
stabilized sufficiently so that com-
plete cars as well as parts could be
delivered abroad. These reached
Gmtind via Switzerland - prerequi-
sites for the construction of the
first 50 Porsche cars."

Contracts with the Volkswagen
plant were sparse at first and al-
though some former Porsche peo-
ple worked in Wolfsburg, manage-
ment was still in the hands of occu-
pation officers. "Only in 1948,
when management of the Volks-
wagen factory was turned over to
Heinz Nordhoff, did the time come
for negotiations to secure the future
of our sports car project" said Ferry
Porsche.

Supplies carried over from the war
had sufficed for the first models.
"We still had a few amphibian car
prototypes, a few buckets and the
so-called Kommandeurs - four-
wheel drive sedans with extra
ground clearance but normal
Volkswagen bodies. A drive shaft
ran forward in them through the
central tunnel. We had even devel-
oped a so-called low-section tire
for this car which had a wider con-
tact surf ace without using any
more of the precious rubber than a

normal tire." The more new cars
they built, the more bottlenecks
they encountered. Sparkplugs, for
instance, had to be purchased regu-
larly from Bosch in Stuttgart and
smuggled across the border in their

pockets.

Professor Porsche reached Gmtind in
August of 1949, following twenty
months in prison. He studied the de-
sign drawings for the Cisitalia and
Type 356 for a long time, then said,
"I would have approached it the
same way." This was great praise
and encouragement. The stress of
imprisonment did irreversible dam-
age to the Professor's health.
"Although his mind was alert as ever
he didn't have the energy, the seem-
ingly inexhaustible vitality of his
earlier years any more. However, he

was quite happy we had managed to
build 50 first-class sports cars in less

than twelve months. Despite primi-
tive working conditions in Gmtind,
these cars proved the equal of any
produced in modern automobile fac-
tories when it came to quality and
finish." This seems almost a miracle.
The bodies, for instance, were
pounded out by hand over a wooden
buck, a replica of which can be seen

today at Helmut Pfeifhoffer's Por-
sche museum in Gmiind. There were
no stampings and almost no tooling
to speak of. It must have been a

fairly daunting task as the master
body craftsman, Friedrich Weber,
was known to celebrate the comple-
tion of a body by going on a three
day drinking binge. A factory repre-
sentative would have to go into town
and "retrieve" him so they could be-
gin production again.

When it became evident that Porsche
could sell more sports cars than they
could build, they looked around for
partners to provide more working
capital. The Austrian government

would have liked to keep Porsche in
its country and supported negotia-
tions with industrial firms in Vienna
and in Styria. The General Manager
of Steyr-DaimlerPuch even visited
Gmiind - the firm whcre Fcrdinand
Porsche had once been Technical
Director. However, no concrete re-
sults were achieved.
Negotiations with Heinz Nordhoff
proved more favorable. Ferry Por-
sche knew the new VW boss from
the war years. Nordhoff, as Director
of the Opel truck plant in Branden-
burg, had taken part in military vehi-
cle testing. Their good personal rela-
tionship contributed much to clarify-
ing a complicated situation between
Porsche and the Volkswagen fac-
tory. Ferry Porsche was particularly
interested in obtaining better condi-
tions for delivery of VW parts to
support his sports car production
than was possible through the cus-
tomary spare parts purchase chan-
nels. It was also agreed that Porsche
cars would be distributed by VW
dealers. With the signing of a con-
tract with the Volkswagen works,
the Porsche days in Gmund were
numbered. A return to Stuttgart had
been settled and it was carried out
immediately.

Thus began the era of Porsche build-
ing cars in a more modern facility
where changes to cars were made for
the sake of improvement not be-

cause of constraints on parts and fa-
cilities.

(This is the first in a series of arti'
cles which will chronicle the history
of the 356 starting in Gmiind and
ending with the last full production
year of 1965. Information will be
gleaned from "Excellence was Ex-
pected", Panorama, Christophorus,
356 Registry articles, and, of course,
Dr. Bill Block who may have even
been present during some of these
events- Sebastian)

66...The bodies, for
instance, wene pounded

out by hand over a
wooden buck..."
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a division of Cabaron Inc.
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