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ON THE COVER:
Period photo of a pre-A coupe in the
Alps. Note the twin side mirrors, lug-
gage rack and Hella-128 style driving
lights above the front bumper. This is
more than likely a '55 because of the
crested hood handle, but anything can
be upgraded, right?! If it is a'55 it
does not say "Continental" because

they were only U.S. bound cars.

The Auspuff Roar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe and is pub-
lished 6 times per year. Membership dues for the
Motor Cities Gruppe are $15 per year due at the
first of each year. Advertising rates per issue are as

follows: Business card size-$ I 0, Quarter page-
$25, Half page-$SO, Full page-$85.

Please send membership dues to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI 48461.

Please send materials to be published or advertising
copy to:
Sebastian Gaeta
4070 Brookview Ct
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
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PRESIDENT
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VICE PRESIDENT

SEBASTIAN GAETA

TREASURER

GERALD VANVLIET

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DAN CHRISTIE

DENNIS DENYER

MICHAELHEILMANN

BILLROHRER

BARBARA SKIRMANTS
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GOTTFRIED HOGH

MEMBERSHIP

BARBARA SKIRMANTS

AUSPUTF EDITOR

SEBASTIAN GAETA

ART DIRECTOR

GOTTFRIED HOGH

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION

TED & LANITA DUNHAM

Complete Restoration

Automotive
Fabrication Services

Experienced Senior Technicians
in Body, Chassis, Paint, and Interior Trim.

We are specialists in convertible top systems.
Please p;ive us a call to discuss your next project.

23L 588 2L20
CHARLEVOIX MICHIGANa

356 Mechanic
28 year Registry member

Part Time 356 Work
Bill f)emeter 313-331-4104
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ast issue of the year - so it's
appropriate to do a recap of the
past year's events.

Your Board of Trustees achieved a goal
they set for themselves early in the
year: four of the five major Motor Cit-
ies Gruppe events were hosted by folks
that had not been previously tapped for
the honor of putting together an event.
So, let's hear it for Toby and Sher To-
buren (Early Spring Dinner), Brad and
Gabby Richards (Spring Tour), Vic and

Barbara Skirmants (Summer Picnic/
Open House), and Sebastian and Nar-
meen Gaeta (Summer Dinner Cruise).
Fun things included antiquing in Bliss-
field, Tulips in Holland, muscle cars in
Saugatuck more, of Sebastian's secret
Washtenaw roads and that last quarter
mile to get to Skirmants' driveway.
And of course, in all instances, friend-
ships being constantly re-kindled, re-
newed and reinforced.

We will be closing the year with an-
other festive Holiday Party. We have a

new location for a little change of pace

and scenery, holding the event at Bak-
ers of Milford (which I believe is actu-
ally outside of Milford). Mike and

Maureen Heilmann did the research,

and knowing from their efforts on the
2002 Fall Color Tour, it will be an ex-
cellent choice. Hopefully, our zealous

auctioneers will enliven the group to
bid great quantities of money on items
that only days earlier were extracted
from the depths of a workshop or attic.

2003 marked two significant events in
the history of the 356 Motor Cities
Gruppe.

At the beginning of 2003, we
launched the 356 Motor Cities
Gruppe website. This has to be the
highest quality, best-maintained car
club site (regardless of car make or
model) anywhere. And that's not just
the opinion of the folks in the

Gruppe. When we were in Asheville
for the East Coast Holiday, people
would stop and compliment us on the
site and even thank us for having put
it up on the internet - and then fol-

'At the beginning of
2OO3, W€ launched

the 355 Motor Cities
Gruppe website.

This has to be the
highest quality,

best-maintained car
club site...anywhere"

lowed up telling us what a fine collec-
tion of 356's we had (a virtual mini-
concours). Gottfried Hogh has invested
his time and effort two ways here -
first through the construction of the

site; and then by populating the site

with all of those gorgeous photographs.

The other major milestone for 2003

was the publishing of the 100'h issue of
Auspuff Roar. Sebastian, along with
Gottfried, expended huge efforts in col-
lecting all of the old issues, gleaning

them for fond remembrances, research-

ing dozens of members' photo archives
and constructing this document page by
page. They magically captured all of
the key moments of our Gruppe in that
single issue. And the masterstroke was

gathering all of the past Presidents and

newsletter Editors for one more col-
umn. What a great way to cherish our
history !

As a final thought for this year, let me

again encourage you to let us know of
new ideas for events as well as ways to
further improve the existing ones. And
we are always looking for volunteers -
so if you have a fresh thought for an

event, step up and take the reins. And
remember, co-hosting by more than one
couple is allowed.

Moving on to the year 2004. First, the

3-56 Motor Cities Gruppe will soon
have two new Trustees, Bill Rohrer and
Michael Heilmann. And as we wel-
come them to the Board, we should, at

the same time, thank out-going Trus-
tees Sebastian Gaeta and Brad Richards
for their service in guiding the club for
the past two years. Job well done!

Your Board now consists of Barbara
Skirmants, Dan Christie, Dennis De-
nyer, Michael Heilmann and Bill Ro-
hrer.

And lastly, check the Events Calendar
on page l2 for the Winter Blues Dinner
in February.

L

Happy Holidays,

ba.ve
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Pre-A Buyer's
Perspective?
by Gottfried Hogh
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It was the night before going to Sebastian's
with a copy of the nth revision of an article
on 'viewpoint and perspective' in photo-
graphing -156's. There werc somc misgiv-
ings about the content. To reorient my
thinking and perhaps pick up a few writing
and stylistic cues from previous Auspuff
Roar articles, I thumbed through the previ-
ous issue and read Adam Johnson's account
ofthe trials and tribulations on purchasing a

tub on eBay.

Why can't I write an interesting article like
that? . . . Several of my Gruppe colleagues
are inveterate eBay shoppers and sellers,
and they have attempted to get me partici-
pating in that marketplace. Despite being a

longtime 'net surfer, downloader of various
Mac software, and web programmer, the
eBay bug has not yet caught me. I've pur-
chased computer and camera equipment via
the net or over telephone, but in the case of
an automobile purchase, I've always wanted
to look the seller in the eye and so to speak,

the 'horse in the mouth'. And by the way, I
had already written a couple ofparagraphs
of how I'd acquired my Signal Red 356-C
Cabriolet. It was in an earlier article that
delved a little into the history of our news-
letter. So it was out of the question that I
should do another brief account of buying a

356.

Or was it?

Well, minds move in strange ways. Since
I did not know of anyone who had re-
cently purchased a 356 and whose ac-

count of the transaction I could somehow
transcribe into an Auspuff Roar article, it
was left to me to come up with an alterna-
tive solution. I would just have to do the

task myself. These thoughts wafted
through my head while I was sitting in

Sebastian's basement editorial office, and
he was in a telephone conversation with
Brad Richards discussing some points of a

current design review article.

It was about I PM Saturday, November l,
2003. When Sebastian returned from the
phone conversation, he informed me that
Brad was considering selling his white
1955 Continental coupe. I was surprised.
Sebastian also mentioned that Brad was

still in the early stages of going to the
market, but that Brad had already spoken
with Bill Rohrer on the topic. It took me

only about two or three seconds to decide
to talk with Brad myself. We called back
and a bit later in the day I had an initial
'buyer-and-seller' discussion with Brad.
So here was an opportunity for a short
Auspulf Roar article, but I first had to
purchase the pre-A.

The first time I saw Brad's Continental was

at the 2001 Meadow Brook Hall Concours
d'Elegance. I was driving my Zenith blue
Boxster while taking my next door neighbor
to that annual automotive event. It had just
been parked next to Dick Beecher's cham-
pagne 356-C Cabriolet, in the Porsche row
of the 'B' lot. Dick and I were exchanging
small talk when this beautiful, white, bent-
window Porsche coupe pulled into the spot
next to the Boxster. The descriptive mod-
ern term is 'awesome';to this old codger it
was simply 'awe inspiring'.I then met
Brad, took some photos (see below), and he

explained that he was still working on it. It
certainly looked complete to me.

That introduction to the Pre-A model pre-
pared me for Mike Imarino's immaculate
1956 356-A silver European at 2001 Ohio
Tub Fanatics corn roast in Richfield, OH.
Then during the Gruppe Spring Tour of
2002,1again saw Brad's car, this time on
the road and during an event at which I had

ample opportunities to also inspect another
of our members' Pre-A coupe. This of
course was Dan Christie's elegant Turkrsh
Red Continental. First I saw it parked next
to Dave Peterson's Arena red Boxster in
Willis, and later was able to also photo-
graph it together with the statuesque (and
statuary plaster) goddesses (behind a chain
link fence) at Rowes' Corner, on M-52 and
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