
Happy Holidays
from the Motor Cities Gruppe
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On The Cover

John and Pam Chatley's Convertible "D" delivers the
family Christmas tree on a beautiful December night.

The AuspuffRoar is the official
publication of the Motor Cities Gruppe
and is published 6 times per year.

Membership dues for the Motor Cities
Gruppe are $20 per year due at the first
ofeach year. Advertising rates per issue

are as follows:
Business card size-$10,
Quarter page-$25, Half page-$50,
Full page-$85.
Please send membership dues or change
of address to:
Barbara Skirmants
3359 Kings Mill Road
North Branch, MI48461.
Please send materials to be published
or advertising copy to:

Dick Beecher
beech356@chartermi.net. Or mail to:
2487 Misty Lane, Davison, Mi. 48423
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T ast issue of the year, and a great year it was! Our

I Spring Tour afforded us the opportunity to see Bill Ro-

I .hrer's and Sebastian Gaeta's GRP Garage and take to

-Llt" winding roads of Washtenaw County. The Heil-
mann's did a marvelous job of hosting the Progressive Dinner, and
the Skirmants' front yard (thank goodness it is so large) was

chocked full of our beloved tubs at the Summer Picnic- again
blessed with a sunny day. The Fall Color Tour was exceptional
this year, starting with a nice run over the roads of the lrelanau
Peninsula searching out the best wineries, and then heading up to
Boyne Highlands on back roads that only Bill and Shirley Hallan-
dal know about (Dick Beecher also knows most of them, but can
never remember them because he is too busy trying to keep up
with Bill), and then ending at Dave and Mary Hinz' Hideout for a
wonderful evening of food, beverages, games and camaraderie.
And although it has yet occurred, the Holiday Party has moved to
a new location this year that should meet all of our 356 Motor Cir
ies Gruppe standards set by our previous parties. And especially
exciting this year was the decision to host the 2007 East Coast
Holiday.

I want to thank everyone responsible for making this a great year -
the Board of Trustees for making all the right decisions; the staff
people involved in organizing schedules, printing and distributing
the AusPuff, handling finances and the many back room activities;
the hard working people who hosted our events; the wonderful
authors in our club who helped fill the pages of the best 356 news-
letter around; and all of the folks who participated, as the overall
success is dependent upon them, ultimately. Thank you!

Tom Hudson recently gave you one more reason to go to our web

site. He has added another menu item titled Past Events High-
/lgftfs, which is doing exactly that. It is a perfect addition to the
web site because everyone benefits from it. Those who partici-
pated in the event get a nostalgic tug from seeing photos capturing
the highlights, and those who were unable to attend get the oppor-
tunity to see why they should join us at the next outing. We cur-
rently have the Fall Color Tour pictures online for viewing, and by
the end of the year, the Holiday Party will be added in. We'll
likely have something over a years worth of events posted at any
given point in time. Keep making it better, Tom!

Some more good newsl We had some folks we haven't seen for a
while participate in the Fall Color Tour; Dave and Beth Howard
from Harbor Springs came out in their inaugural run of their just-
restored roadster which was very nicely done - with a tasteful
touch of "outlaw" in it; and John and Carol McConnell who re-

turned from Colorado and are now residing in Tecumseh, Michi-
gan. Great to see some new faces and additions to the 356 fold.

As you recall from the last issue, the theme for our 2007 East
Coast Holiday is:

Remember the first year in your firsf
Porsche!

Now, every one of us has some fond memories of our first year in
our first (356) Porsche. Otherwise, why would we still be own-
ing them, cleaning them and running around the countryside in
them. Also in the last issue, you read that neat article by Dick
Beecher describing his "porch paint" C coupe. He also requested
articles from each of you to make the AusPuff alive with mate-
rial from our members; and mentioned that the idea of Remem-
ber the ftrst year tn your ftrst Porsche ! as a possible topic. And
what could be a better topic. First, picture the smile that grows
across your face as you recall that first year; and second, think
about the opportunity of sharing those moments and experiences
with others. So, here's my plan. Every issue of Auspuff from
now one until the Holiday in June 2007 rvill have a feature Re-
member the first year in your ftrst Porsche! article by a mem-
ber, complete with pictures if possible. During the Holiday, we

will post the articles as little vignettes around the Boyne High-
lands facilities to share with all of the other folks in attendance.
Mentally, count the number of smiles and reminiscences you will
bring to the faces of so many others; and start writing!!

And don't forget to return your ballot with your Holiday Party
reservation, and adding the annual dues for the 2006 year would
make life easier for our membership chair, Barbara Skirmants.

See you on December 18tt',
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You have already received the flyer on the December 18'h Holi-
day Party, hosted by Dennis and Sue Denyer at Olde World Can-
terbury Village in Lake Orion. Any one who has attended an

event hosted by Denny and Sue know that this one will be out-
standing also. Besides all the good things from previous Holiday
Parties being carried over, we have the added attraction of hav-
ing last minute Christmas shopping available on site. And the
overall ambience stirs sugar plums and fairies....Make sure you

get your reservation quickly, and start searching for just the
"right auction item" to bring.



November day it was 60 degrees and felt like spring
and now t hours later the wind is blowing , leaves are

flying, and the temperature is dropping with threats of
snow flurries.

In this issue you can somewhat extend the Porsche driving sea-

son with memories provided by recounts of our Fall Tour to
Northwest Michigan complete with an article and photos by
John McConnell.. Jon Peter Havdal a Gruppe member now liv-
ing back in Norway tells of his good memories of membership in
our Gruppe and his Vintage racing experience. The Mid Ohio
racing pictures were taken on a weekend that the temperature

reached 100 degrees.

Although not many Gruppe members attended the East Coast
Holiday Member John McConnell again provided us with many
photos of the Holiday. John , thanks for contributions to this is-
sue.

No Fall/lVinter newsletter would be complete without Winter
storage instructions which I will handle this year in lieu of a

regular technical editor.
I - Always have car impeccably clean. Wash and wax under-

DECEMBER 4th -9 AM Stuart Tool, Board meeting
lStt 

-Holiday 
Party Olde World

Canterbury Village. See page 9.

APRIL TBD- Hershey All PorscheSwap

MAY TBD- Cruppe Spring Tour

JUNE TBD- Stoddard Swap Meet

TBD- Mid Ohio Vintage CP

TBD- Cruppe Picnic at Skirmants'

June 26 -July I "2OO7r'
East Coast Holiday Boyne Highlands,
Harbor Springs, Michigan

side, polish suspension parts. This is not really just for Winter,do
on a regular basis.

2 - Drive car in to garage.

3 - Turn fuel cock off
4 - Turn ignition key off.
5 - Do not cover so you can sit in the garage and look at your car

all Winter . its only dust
6 - This is the technical part. I connect a battery maintainer. Red

to the terminal marked + the other clip to the other one. I guess its
good to disconnect the battery cables (I didn't want to get this
technical). My Optima is now about 9 years old.

7 - If the above seems too simplistic go to any other of many pub-

lications that will cover this subject in great detail that no one

seems to do any ways.

With the Winter months ahead we face a time of Porsche activity
drought. This would be a great time for you to send in a story of
your First Porsche 356 in keeping with our 2007 Holiday theme of
"Remember your first year in your first Porsche". Just when I was

concerned that no one reads my column or the memories of our

members are fading at an epidemic level as I have not had any re-

sponse to my comments in the last issue regarding your first Por-

sche., Heath Hurlburt contributed a story of his first 356. This is
the first in what we plan to be a series of articles by Gruppe mem-
bers about their first 356. We would also welcome pictures . Please

send to me, address in the classified section. I look forward to your
contributions. The next issue deadline is January 10, 2006

See you at the Holiday Party
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Troy, Michigan

MOTOR CITIE5 GRUPPE
,O5/'O5 CALENDAR

August
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