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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Michael Heilmann

A Mercedes SSK is
an object d” art, but
isa 1974 Dart really
“worth” six figures?
It looks like an in-
dustrial appliance,
not an object to
covet and put in
your investment
portfolio. The
Dodge is however at
least twenty-nine
and a half years old.

I recently had an
opportunity to drive
in the Fall Tour of
the “other” Porsche
Club. (You know
the one that uses

from the radiator to
the cylinder cooling
type cars.) As I pull
into the parking lot,
I notice a lot of the
guys standing
around were eyeing
the Signal Red 356
C. A young man
asks if he can take a
photograph and
asks, “What year is
this thing anyway?”
We start talking and
then his Dad tells

My brother is an occasional antique
dealer. There is a rule of value in the
vintage and collectible world called
the twenty-nine and a half year rule.
Something just doesn’t become col-
lectible until at least twenty-nine and a
half years go by. This explains the
stratospheric rise in value of Seventies
Muscle Cars that simply astound me.

quent U turns proved to the chain of followers. “Hey Mike that
little car can go!” The afternoon break found a few more appreci-
ating fans of our favorite form. I like all Porsches; even the ugly
ones. Chairman Vic once told me * if God wanted the 914 to be a
Porsche, he would have given it some curves.”

“What year is

this thing
anyway?”
We start

talking and

then his Dad
werinatse oo t]ls himn that
“this, son, is
THE car that

started it
ALL.

him that “this, son, is THE car that
started it ALL”. Another Driver am-
bles over and tells me about a painting
he did of a red Porsche 356 and sold in the late eighties. “That
was quite some car”. [ tried to condense the entire history of
Porsche 356 in a two-minute sound bite to the interested but un-
knowing new fans. The spirited driving that afternoon was great

fun and yes folks with GPS navigation can get lost, as the fre-

The 356 presents a unique shape. The seamless line integrates the
hood, the fenders, and the roof into a flowing unified form. Car
designers talk about the “three box” car or the two-box car. Is
there a greater polar opposite of that thought than a Porsche 3567
It has a timeless design that transcends the latest thing from De-
troit or Munich. Is the Bangle Box on the 750i going to be any
more timeless than the Art and Science CTS? I doubt it. Cadillac
is already abandoning the razor edge in the “new” CTS. At some
point a design becomes as useless as a watch fob or a vested suit.

There is seemingly little interest in a Ford
Model A in the gear head population. The
folks who longed for a Model A in high school
are gone. The price of a perfect black Model A
has plunged far below the cost of restoration.
No one seems to be poking through the rusty
taillight stands at the Belleville Swap meet
looking for them. The Model A seems to have
become irrelevant. I am interested in all types
of cars, yet whether it was the Model T or the
Model A, they always made me yawn. The 356
are way past twenty-nine and half years of age.
The fifty year anniversary of the marque was
celebrated at the last 356 Registry East Coast
Holiday in 1998. My experience at the SEM
tour proved the relevance of the 356 in the
modern era. It is not just the form, but also the
engineering, the advanced thinking and the
sheer practicality of the entire package that
transcends time.

We will celebrate all things 356 at the 2007
East Coast Holiday at Boyne Highlands this
coming summer. A tradition that started a lit-
tle more than twenty-nine and half years ago by
Holiday Hosts Bob and Ginny Gummow in
Rockford Illinois will continue with our Motor
Cities Gruppe Holiday Committee’s final prod-
uct. The days will fly by this winter and we
will soon be traveling south on 31 past the glis-
tening bay waters over the open passenger win-
dow. The sun will glint off the right fender and
bystanders will point. There goes Diane And
Dave’s Roadster. The Porsche 356 will Wow
the locals. It is going to be great time. Regis-
tration will begin in the coming weeks and we
will still need you to man turn 3 at the

Gymkhana or you to marshal the traffic into the hill climb. You
need to do three things in the next few days. Mark the date in your
calendar, volunteer for a job and thank the Committee for all of
the months and months of planning that they have devoted to the
Holiday. Their collective efforts express the uniqueness of the de-
sign of the 356 in a devotion to the task. I want to thank them
here and I hope that you will too. Have a safe and Healthy 2007.
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On The Cover

A scene of a European ski town filled with peo-
ple’s everyday transportation, including several
356’s, of course. Hard to imagine driving our ba-
bies in the snow, but back then this was all they
had. It’s a wonder that so many survive today,
and I don’t necessarily mean from rust, but also
the rear-end collisions from the ice and snow!
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he halls are decked and we are getting
- ready to wrap up another year. As far as
 decking the halls, at our house it in-

| volves bringing about twenty boxes

' down from the attic and stacking them
n the garage to start the three day proc-
ss. It looks great when it is done but is a
ig job. It will all come down right after
Christmas and be stored until next year.
We are looking forward to the annual
Christmas party and hoping for a great

turnout. At this writing we are concerned that
we have not heard from enough members to
make our attendance commitment however it
seems that this usually happens and there are
enough last minute responders to meet our com-
mitment. This however does cause some con-
cern for those who make the reservation and
plan the party. We are also hoping for everyone
to bring some great items for the annual auc-
tion. As we have mentioned the results of the
auctions funds this newsletter. In the spirit of
the season I have again decided to forgo my sal-
ary as Editor of this publication. Our publisher
Sebastion as also agreed to do this as well.

As we look forward to the coming year it is ap-
parent that it will be a very busy six months leading up to the
East Coast Holiday. Event chairman David Peterson has pro-
vided an Organization chart listing the events with the person
that will head up the activity. We need your commitment to be a
worker to help put on a successful Holiday. Contact any activity
chairman to volunteer for a specific event or call Lanita Dunham
to be available for any other activity

We have not provided a Calendar for the coming year in this is-
sue as we anticipate some special planning activities throughout
the first six months in preparation for the Holiday.

Thanks to all that submitted articles and pictures over the past
year. We appreciate any and all material for the Auspuff

Best wishes to all for a happy new year.
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Featured Parts and Boutique Items
February is Sale Month - take 10% off your order

Tire Strap -356
NLA-504-001-00
$21.00

Battery Switch -356
644-613-521-00
$51.00

Stoddard Imported Cars
(800) 342-1414

38845 Mentor Avenue
Willoughby, OH 44094
www.stoddard.com

©2006 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times.
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Fuse Cover -911 Pictograph Set -911 Seatbelts -356 Stoddard Chrome Plastic License Plate Frame
901-551-465-00 901-559-330-01 NLA-803-901-05 SIC FRAME 2007
$59.61 $42.65 $37.50 Special: $9.99 / set

Turn Signal Handle -911
901-552-853-00
$39.11

Please visit our website for more parts and boutique specials.
FEBRUARY IS SALE MONTH - take 10% off your oder. Some restrictions may apply.

Tire Valve Support -911
911-361-561-01
$4.25
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