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think about past experiences from the year about to

end. This past year was a lot of fun for the MCG. The
Chili Cook-off Party that Barbara hosted for us in February
was another success. Each year it takes place in the heart
of winter, but once you see all of your 356 friends, it gets you
thinking that spring is just about six weeks away and, at least
for me, that gives me hope. Plus, the food is damn good.

/43 | approach a new year, | always like to look back and

Merecifully, April finally rolled around and Dick Beecher and

| drove to Hershey with Vic for the swap meet. We manned
the booth while Vic went off wheeling and dealing. We sold
some old ECH stuff and had a ball pretending to be Vic when
guys would come by looking for him. With my lack of technical
expertise, that charade didn’t last long. Dick was better at that
than me - he was more believable! But, you should all know
that our sales efforts were so successful that | believe that we
put 356 Enterprises on the map globally that day. The proof
of that is just after we returned home, Vic and Barbara quickly
ran off and bought a new van for Dick and | to ride in for

the 2011 trip to Hershey. Boy, I'll miss those 1970s creature
comforts in Vic’s old van.

In May, Sebastian set up one of our best Spring Tours in
many years and the attendance was unbelievable. The drive,
the roads, the confusion when we all got lost, the great food —
it was all a lot of fun, and at that point in the year, it's so good
to see our friends and the cars again. Next on the calendar
was the Mid Ohio Races that, for me, was the first time | had
experienced vintage car racing. You might recall from my
column about this trip that | was blown away at the whole
experience. | was fortunate to have Gerald and Sebastian
teaching me what was going on and how to watch the race.
Dave Burton and Vic were racing — it just can’t get much
better than that day.
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A short time later in July was the very special 30 Jahre
Celebration. Sebastian worked for over a year planning and
putting that wonderful afternoon together for us. It deserved
to be a unique celebration - how many car clubs have been
around for 30 years? During that afternoon, as a relative new
comer to the 356 world, | couldn’t help but think about all
those MCGers that have come before me that have made this
hobby possible. It was certainly appropriate to have honored
four of those people with Hall of Fame inductions, Barbara &
Vic Skirmants, Ted Dunham and Dave Peterson.

As we approached September, some health issues took me
out of the loop and | missed the ECH and the Fall Color Tour,
which upset me more than my health challenges! It wasn’t
long ago that | talked to Bruce Schwartz from Stoddard and
Bruce wanted me to make a point of thanking all of the MCG
folks who attended and helped him plan the ECH. Bruce, of
course, was co-chair of the 2010 ECH and he said that he
felt that they had pretty large expectations to fill, primarily
because the 2007 ECH was so highly regarded by 356 folks
across the country. He said that he felt that no one could
ever match the 2007 ECH. | know that Bruce’s ECH down in
Cleveland was indeed a huge success. | think it was great
that our MCG supported those folks so well.

In early November, Dave Peterson and Barbara Skirmants
put on a simple but highly enjoyable Fall Color Tour up

to Frankenmuth. This was another event that had great
attendance and proved to me that good events don’t have to
be complicated. It was a perfect way to wind up our driving
season. Just a few weeks ago we had another lovely Holiday
Party that really gets me in the Holiday spirit. Thanks to the
generosity of all who attended, the party was a great success
for the club and more importantly, we all had a lot of fun. | had
a ball this year since it was my first year as the Emcee. | was
a bit nervous at first, but Vic, Sebastian and Dave Peterson
kind of kicked me in the butt and then | got going. It amazes
me how much knowledge Sebastian and Vic and many of you
have about so many items that are part of the
356 world. It's good those guys were around
so that people didn’t low-ball me during the
auctions!

Reflecting on the past year is great because
it was so much fun and it really was a
successful year, but now my attention shifts
toward the New Year. The Board has already
discussed some events that will take place in
2011. It promises to be another exciting year
with some surprises and yet some traditional
activities. As | look forward to 2011, and
make my New Year’s wishes, | hope for good
health for all of you and your families, great
participation from all of our members, dry
roads, lots of sunshine and an additional 356
for all of us — well, you got to think big, right?

Happy New Year.

Dave
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MOTOR CITIES GRUPPE
Mid Winter Chili Cook-Off Party
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Location: Leon & Lulu
96 W. 14 Mile Road Clawson, Michigan
(248) 288-3600  www.leonandlulu.com

Saturday February 12, 2010
Time: 5:00PM sharp please, to 7:30PM
Please remember to save this date and RSVP to Barbara Skirmants
at (810) 688-9090 or (810) 688-2059
skirmants@hughes.net

Leon & Lulu is a destination life style store with furniture, gifts and accessories. The store is owned by our friends
and 356 MCG members, Stephen and Mary Liz Scannell. It is located in the historic Ambassador Roller Rink — it's a
great setting for this type of party. No skating — but great browsing in their shops, seeing your 356 friends and eating
chili. This is a contest as well as a get-together. You can bring your own super secret, super good chili and we’ll all
sample it!

Anyone wishing to enter their own chili should RSVP as a contestant. LIMIT 10 contestants. Anyone not entering
as a contestant is asked to bring a dessert or side dish, just like we do at the Summer Picnic.

Basic Guidelines: There is no charge for current members. Please contact Barbara Skirmants and tell her if you're
entering as a contestant or just attending and eating!

If you're not a member of our 356 Motor Cities Gruppe and want to join in on the fun, please come and we’ll sign you
up! If you intend to enter your chili, please bring a hot plate or crock pot, and have your Chili cooked and ready to
just be heated and served. Silverware, plates etc, as well as Soda Pop will be provided.

We’'ll all vote on the Top Two Chilis, and those cooks will be awarded nice prizes!

Please note:
Leon & Lulu will donate 10% of all sales during our event to Gilda’s Club who works with hundreds of people who

have cancer, as well as their family members.

See you there!
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Shades of Pink Foundation Strides of Hope Walk - Saturday, April 16,
2011 at The Detroit Zoo. Registration information coming soon!

Shades of Pink Foundation provides temporary financial assistance to women who are
experiencing financial distress as a result of breast cancer.

Whether it’s helping with a mortgage payment, the grocery bills, or an insurance premium,
Shades of Pink Foundation is committed to easing the financial burden of a breast cancer
diagnosis.

As women go through their breast cancer treatment and begin to pick up their life as it was
before their diagnosis other issues may arise.

What if....they can’'t work full time and now have to pay health insurance premiums?
What if...they need help to cover childcare costs as they receive their daily treatment?

What if....the high cost of transportation impacts their ability to get to their treatment center?
Many women with breast cancer need financial help.
That’s why we’re here.
The Zoo walk, Strides for Hope, is scheduled for April 16, 2011.
To register for this event, go to shadesofpinkfoundation.org

Vic and Barb Skirmants” 356 Enterprises is a corporate sponsor of this event. Every
356 enthusiast who attends will receive a free PINK 356 shirt to wear and show our
support.

Shades of Pink Foundation helps breast cancer patients with financial assistance for the day to day
challenges of life, mortgages, transportation, etc. Itis local. This really strikes a chord with me,
because breast cancer is a very challenging time for the patient and the family. When | took this trip
with my first wife, | had a job that paid me nicely and we had health insurance — | was very lucky, but
it was still a tough trip, very tough. TO have the distress of breast cancer AND the financial distress
combined would be horrible and demoralizing.

This group provides an opportunity for temporary financial assistance for breast cancer patients who
are not as lucky as | was, which | think is a great cause.
shadesofpinkfoundation.org

We did the walk in April 2010. It is fun to see the animals then because things have been quiet through
the winter and the feel of spring is in the air. Barb Skirmants mentioned the event to us and it turned
out to be a lot of fun!

I'd like to get a big turn of the Motor Cities Gruppe to support the cause, to support our friends who are
battling or have battled breast cancer. Thanks, Harry Kurrie
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